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The God Who Keeps You
Part 2

John 17:6-12

BI: All those whom the Father has given to the Son will be guarded and protected 
until the day of Jesus Christ. 

     We live in a world where the issue of security is a greater concern for people than it 
has been in a long time. In a day when identity theft has become the ubiquitous norm, we 
tend to worry about the security of our credit cards and bank accounts. In a time when 
Muslim extremists are more organized and determined to destroy the western world than 
ever, we are concerned about the security of our nation and whether anyone can protect 
us from bombs and biological weapons. In a culture where disgruntled and mentally 
disturbed people are more likely than ever to express their hostilities with a gun against 
innocent people, we have good reason for concern for safety even in public places. The 
need for home security is so commonly felt nowadays that many new homes are built 
with security systems already installed and activated. In fact, so concerned are we about 
security that, as one business research firm reveals, “Overall, Americans spent about 
$20.64 billion on home security systems in 2011.  Moreover, by the end of 2015 the U.S. 1

Department of Defense will have spent over 1 Trillion dollars on national security.   2

     Security is a really big concern, and its motivated by fear. We’re afraid of losing our 
money, our possessions, our nation and even our lives, so we are willing to pay almost 
any amount to make ourselves feel secure. And yet, even after all that effort, expense, and 
technology, security in this life seems unattainable.  
     Nothing that we possess in this life is absolutely secure. Nevertheless, the word of 
God offers us good news relative to our security. When it comes to the eternal life 
purchased for us by the Son of God, we have absolute security. By God’s grace we will 
persevere and God will personally “keep” us until we are safely home. 
    We have been working our way through Jesus’ “High Priestly Prayer” in John 17, and 
we left off last time in the section where Jesus is praying for His disciples on the night 
before His crucifixion. He is concerned about their wellbeing, especially over the next 
three days when their whole world will collapse around them as Jesus is arrested and 
killed. Jesus is concerned for their security. More precisely, He is concerned that they 
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learn how secure they really are… no matter what the world may do to them or to their 
Lord. Because of Jesus’ finished mediatorial work, they are absolutely secure. No one can 
take away what God has given them and they will persevere until the end. 
     As Loraine Boethner rightly said, “The saints in heaven may be happier but [they are] 
no more secure than the true believer here in the world”   3

    Jesus is asking the Father to “keep” his disciples because He knows that they are an 
integral part of the Father’s ultimate plan. What is that plan? The Father’s ultimate plan is 
to call out a people, a great host of men and women from every nation, kindred, tribe, and 
tongue who will truly believe and know the only true God and Jesus Christ whom He has 
sent. In verses 1-5 we saw that the Father had assured the success of that plan through the 
ministry of His Son. Beginning with verse 6, then, the concern is for the part that will be 
accomplished through the apostle’s ministry. So Jesus affirms them as authentic and 
reliable disciples (6-10), and then prays for their protection (7-12).  
     Why do the disciples need protection? Clearly, they needed to be “kept” by the Father 
because, as Jesus already told them, they will be hated by the world, and because Jesus, 
who has been protecting them, is now returning to the Father 
    Let’s read Jesus’ words on this in His prayer to the Father in John 17:6-12 

Read John 17:6-12 

     Now I realize that in terms of systematic theology there is difference between the 
doctrine of the security and the doctrine of the perseverance, but Jesus’ prayer to the 
Father assures us that we have both. In other words, because God is devoted to “keeping” 
(i.e. “guarding” or “protecting”) us, our eternal life is secured. Therefore we will 
persevere until the end. Jesus wants His men to know that God will preserve them, keep 
them, secure them, and make sure their faith perseveres. 
    Last time I gave you a five part outline, so let’s refresh on that once again.  

I. What is Perseverance? 
II. Who Does God Preserve? 
III. Why Does God Preserve Them? 
IV. For what Purpose Does God Preserve Them? 
V. From What Danger Does God Preserve Them? 

Let’s briefly review the first three.  
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I. What is Perseverance? 
1. A good definition of perseverance is offered by Dr. Wayne Grudem who writes,  

The perseverance of the saints means that all those who are truly born again will 
be kept by God’s power and will persevere as Christians until the end of their 
lives, and that those who persevere until the end have truly been born again.   4

2. As we saw last week, perseverance involves two things; first, that God sovereignly 
keeps the believer to the end; and second, that the believer demonstrates that God is 
keeping him by his devotion to the Lord in living by repentance and faith.  

3. We saw these two aspects of perseverance in the book of Jude where he exhorts us to 
“Keep yourselves in the love of God,” and then reminds us a few verses later that God is 
the one “who is able to keep you from stumbling and make you stand in the presence of 
His glory blameless, with great joy…”  We see both aspects of perseverance in this text.  

5. This is the ground of the Believer’s security. This is what we mean by Perseverance. 

II. Who Does God Preserve? 

1. We learned last time from verse 6 that those whom God preserves are the “given ones” 
and those “who have kept the Father’s word.”  

Read v. 6 

2. Here we see the two sides of both justification and perseverance The disciples are 
identified as the ones whom the Father has given to Jesus, and they are the ones who have 
kept the Father’s word. On the one hand their coming to Jesus was by the saving action of 
the sovereign God. On the other, they demonstrate that they are given to Jesus by the fact 
that they have kept God’s word.  

4. In what sense did they keep the Father’s word? To “keep God’s word” is to believe 
what He revealed about Jesus by coming to Him for life. 

• Remember what Peter said when so many other disciples were apostatizing. Jesus 
said, “Will you also leave Me?” To which Peter responded, “Where else shall we 
go? You alone have the words of eternal life.”  
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• There was a lot that the apostles got wrong, but of this they were sure; that Jesus 
had come from God, His miracles were by the power of God, and His words were 
the truth of God, therefore, He is surely the Son of God. 

Read v. 7-8  

5. You see, while it’s true that the only ones who come to Jesus are those who are drawn 
to Him and given to Him by the Father, it is also true that those who are given by the 
Father will, in fact, keep His word. Perseverance involves both. 

6. Leonard Coppes helps us here by writing,    

There is no question in the Scripture about the eternal security of those truly 
regenerated by the H.S. One should be very careful at this point to note [however] 
that this is no “once saved always saved no matter what I do” doctrine. Indeed, 
faith without works is not a sign of spiritual sickness (or backsliding) but of 
death” (James 2:17). The biblical doctrine therefore, is once saved always saved 
and that you will keep on doing what God says because you are dead to sin and 
alive to Christ (Rom. 6:2). All pretenders will receive judgment (Mat. 7:21-23). 
All regenerates will persevere”  5

7. So when we ask, “Who Does God Preserve?” The answer is, God preserves the “given 
ones;” those who have been chosen by God, redeemed by Him and given to His Son. And 
those whom he preserves are those who keep His word. These are the ones who God the 
Father preserves.  

12. These first few verses make it easy to answer the third question.   

III. Why Does God Preserve Them? 

1. It’s not merely because He is bound to do so by some contractual agreement devised 
before the creation of the world. No! The Father will preserve us because He loves us. We 
are precious in His sight.  

2. Notice in v. 9-10. These are all possessive pronouns, “You have given them to me; for 
they are yours, and all things that are mine are yours, and yours are mine.” There have 
been occasions when I had a book so precious to me I stamped my name in it NOT only 
on the inside cover but periodically throughout the book. It was precious to me and I 
intended to keep it. Here Jesus is doing the same kind of thing.  As Spurgeon explains,  
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There are certain persons so precious to Christ that they are marked all over with 
special tokens that they belong to Him.  God looks upon His people as His 
portion, His possession, His property… Every man has something or other which 
he values above the rest of his estate and here the Lord, by so often reiterating the 
words which signify possession, proves that He values His people above 
everything! Notice… how the Lord seems to have the seal in His hand and He 
stamps it all over His peculiar possession! “They are Yours. And all Mine are 
Yours, and Yours are Mine.”6

     Before the creation of the world God determined to give us a gift of love to His Son. 
Though we may be guilty, vile, and helpless yet we are loved by the eternal Father who 
created us for His pleasure and the glory of His Son. Now that’s something to sing about. 
The emphasis of Scripture is rarely on our love for God, and almost always on His great 
love for us. And it is written to reveal glorious things about Him. 

2. This catches us up from last time and brings us to the fourth question. We have asked, 
What is perseverance? Who Does God Preserve? Why Does God Preserve them? And 
now… 

IV. For What purpose do He Preserving Them? 

Read v. 9-10 

1. We need to note here that Jesus goes out of his way to clarify that He is not praying for 
everyone. He is praying for His disciples and expressly NOT for the world. The object of 
His prayer is exclusively the “given ones” who are those who “keep Your word.”  

2. This doesn’t mean that God does not love the world. That was the scandal of John 
3:16, right?; that God loves the world. But His love for the world is not the kind of love 
we read of Eph. 2 that moves Him to His elect saving grace. Any prayer for the world 
could only be that they would be saved, which would effectively remove them from the 
world.  

3. As MacArthur observes, “The only recorded instance in the NT of Christ praying for 
the unregenerate is His cry from the cross, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know 
what they are doing (Lk. 23:34).”   7
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4. Notice again how Jesus refers to His men at the end of v. 9, “They are yours.” In verse 
6 He said, “They were yours,” and now He says, “They are yours.” First we belonged to 
the Father who chose us from the foundation of the world. Then He gave some (the 
apostles) to His Son. And now, all who are in Christ belong to the Father once again. 
Here again we see the gracious condescension of the Father that He would love us and 
want us to belong to Him.  

5. Then Jesus makes a most remarkable statement (10). He says, “and all things that are 
mine are yours.” Now any one of us could say that, right? But Jesus says something else 
that no man can ever say; namely, “and Yours are Mine.” Whatever belongs to the Son 
belongs to the Father, and whatever belongs to the Father belongs to the Son. Here again 
is another revelation of Jesus’ deity. He is not just our Savior. He is very God of very God 
who shares all that the father possesses.  

6. But let’s be clear here, the “things” that both Father and Son posses are actually 
people. We know that because Jesus says (10) “and I have been glorified by them.” Then 
(11) He refers to these “things” with the personal pronoun “they.” These are people. This 
clearly a reference to His disciples.  

7. We should notice something in verse 10 that is so obvious we may miss it. Namely; 
that we are not our own. We belong to Christ and we belong to the Father, we do not 
belong to ourselves. And why would we want to belong to ourselves when the prospects 
of belonging to God are so infinitely greater. Paul wanted us to remember this fact for the 
sake of our holiness. He said, “You are not your own. You have been bought with a price. 
Therefore, glorify God in your bodies” (1 Cor. 6:20).  

8. In verse 11 we finally get to Jesus’ concern. Namely, that He is leaving the world but 
His disciples have to stay in it. And what they would have to endure to in the world is not 
going to be pleasant. Turn back one page and read 15:18-20;  16:1-2  

9. What did the disciples need? Thy needed to be kept. They needed to be protected, 
guarded, and cared for like a mother cares for her precious child. So Jesus prays (11), 
“Holy Father, keep them in your name…” 

10. Aren’t you glad that Jesus prayed for His men (and by extension, you) in this way? 
Father, they do not have the ability to protect themselves from the powers of the world 
that would ruin them. They are not sufficient for the task. “Holy Father, keep them in 
your name.” 

11. Spurgeon points us to our constant need to be personally tended to by the Father. He 
writes,  

• You have been redeemed, but you must still be kept.  



• You have been regenerated, but you must still be kept. 

• You are pure in heart and hands, but you must still be kept. 

• You are quickened by the Divine life, you have aspirations after the holiest things, 
your love to Christ is intense, but you must be kept.  

• The same hand that bought you must keep you.  

12. No matter how much we grow in grace, we will always need to be kept by the Father. 
Sheep never outgrow the necessity of being kept by their shepherd. He is our keeper.  

13. For what Purpose would the Father keep them? At the end of v. 11 Jesus says, “That 
they may be one even as we are one.” Jesus’ isn’t talking about superficial unity based on 
mutual tolerance or anything like that. This is a reference back to the Father’s ultimate 
goal. He intended from before the creation of the world to bring together a people who 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believe they might have life in 
His name. And God the Father will take these people who are united in Christ and give 
them to His Son.  

14. You see, beloved, God does not command us to be unified. If we believe in the Jesus 
of the NT; if we know for certain that our only hope at the judgment seat of God is that 
Jesus paid the penalty for our sin; if the Gospel of the risen savior has transformed our 
lives, then WE ARE Unified! We are united with the Father and Son by grace through 
faith therefore we are united with one another, even if we have never met. This is the 
communion of the saints. This is true unity – a unity that can never be revoked. This is 
God’s purpose for preserving us. And then finally,  

V. From What Danger does God Preserve Them? 

1. Well certainly God preserves us from the devil. As John said said, “Greater is He that 
is in me that he that is in the world.” Certainly the Father protects us from the devil and 
his minions, but more importantly He preserves us from apostasy. He keeps us from 
abandoning Christ.  

Read. V. 12 

2. “Son of perdition” is “son of Hell.” What’s Jesus saying? Simply that those who are 
kept by the Father will never end up like Judas. Yes, you will sin. You will be tempted 
severely at times. But those whom the Father has given to His Son are never lost. They 
never finally turn back. They don’t ultimately make Jesus their enemy.  



3. Yes, you have the responsibility to “keep yourself in the love of God,” but Your 
heavenly Father is more committed to keeping you, protecting you, preserving you, they 
you will ever be and He will bring you home and present you to His Son to the praise of 
His glorious grace.  

4. I love this passage in John’s gospel because is gives us a glimpse of some of the great 
mysteries behind our salvation. And one of those mysteries is the double-handed safety of 
which Jesus alluded to in John 10 28-29 when He said,  

I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them 
out of My hand. 29 “My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and 
no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. 

5. Beloved, are you a true disciple of Jesus Christ? Then I have good news for you. Jesus 
prayer has been answered. The Father keeps you every day and He will not fail to bring 
you home.  

BI: All those whom the Father has given to the Son will be guarded and protected until 
the day of Jesus Christ. 


