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JESUS IN GLORY 

Introduction 

We often think about Jesus when he lived on earth, and so we should. But we should also think 
about Jesus today in heaven. Why? This is the reality now. We are dealing with a glorified 
Saviour. He prayed that his disciples would see ‘the glory that you have given me’ (John 17:24).  

At Pentecost he began his work, sending the Holy Spirit to earth as his agent (John 16:5-15; Acts 
2). Since his ascension he has been interceding for people and obtaining the blessings the Father 
promised (Hebrews 7:25). He is ruling his church (and the world) – The Book of Revelation is 
evidence of that especially the Letters to the Seven Churches. And he is ready to return as his as 
his work is complete (Revelation 22:12).  

Jesus’ glory 

It was fitting that Jesus would be rewarded for his work on earth. In the Old Testament God 
promised Messiah a reward (Isaiah 53). His redeemed people sing, ‘Worthy is the Lamb who was 
slain’. He gave his life so we might live – it is only right he should be given the highest honour. 

The extent of his promotion is as great as the depth of his humiliation.  

Though equal with God he became God’s servant. Our Lawgiver was under orders. The Master 
washed his disciples’ feet. It is only right that he would become Lord of All. ‘To him every knee 
shall bow and every tongue confess that ~Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.’  

Though eternal God he became human. He suffered as we do. He was vulnerable. He lived under 
the same limitations as we do. It is only right that he is now recognised as God, and his glory be 
seen. ‘To him every knee …’ 

The Holy One took responsibility for the sins of many (Isaiah 53:6). He felt the guilt and shame. 
He took the penalty of our sin as the Father’s wrath against us was spent on him our substitute. 
It is only right that he should now gain the result of that suffering – saving sinners. He is the 
living Good Shepherd searching out the lost and bringing them safe to God and to heaven. What 
a wonderful work! That glory belongs to him alone.  

He was ‘despised and rejected by men’. That happened during his life, and especially in his trial 
and crucifixion. It is only right that now people across the world would appreciate and desire 
him. He was called ‘the desire of all nations’ (Haggai 2:7) – that is now happening.  

He was put on trial, verdict was passed, and he was condemned to die. It is only right that now 
he is the Judge of all. His Word and Spirit convicts many of his enemies, and those who refuse to 
bow to him will be broken (Psalm 2).  

He was crushed. He poured out his soul unto death. It is only fitting that he now gives eternal life 
to as many as receive him.  

Fulfilling God’s purpose 

God sent him to overcome evil (1 John 3:8). The rulers of the world are in his hand, and when 
evil has gone too far he removes them and gives their place to others. At the end he will put 
down all authority, and God alone will be king.  

Part of that overcoming of evil is his rescue of his people. By dying in their place he took away 
their death penalty.  When that message comes to them it dispels their hopelessness, and their 
faith in him brings them the blessings of God.  
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Not only so, but he is fulfilling God’s purpose to have a people closely related to him. Faith is a 
joining of oneself to God, a dependence and a commitment that will last forever.  

It was God’s purpose to give them eternal life. By giving them his Spirit Jesus is giving life that 
cannot end.  

It is God’s purpose to bring his kingdom to completion. That is the work Jesus is doing, bringing 
one person after another into it until it the full number has arrived.  

What it means for us 

Opposition to Jesus is futile – we would be fighting against God.  

We have a living Saviour who is able to do more than we can ask or imagine.  

We can appeal to him and he will answer us.  

We can be confident that all injustice will disappear when his time comes to act.  

If we receive him we are represented before God by one who has no fault of any kind – we are 
‘accepted in the Beloved’. 

If we have received him we have the hope of glory. Since his work on earth was on our behalf 
the reward he earned must be given to his people also. 

We can pray with confidence, ‘Come, Lord Jesus’.  

To the glory of God 

All this is the Father’s work.  

It is he who sent Jesus into the world.  

It is he who strengthened him in his obedience and suffering. 

It is he who set Jesus at his right hand.  

It is he who saves sinners through Jesus Christ. 


