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Preaching the Truth about Unconditional Election
Pastor Jose Maldonado Hillburn Drive Grace Baptist Church Dec.7, 2014

“But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the
beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth.” 2 Thess.2:13

“Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that
your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you.” John 15:16

We continue our studies on the Doctrines of Grace as we come to the end of 2014 and
this morning we will be speaking on the subject of Unconditional Election. This doctrine of
Election is one of the most precious truth set forth in the Bible. Not only is this one of the
most precious doctrines in the Bible, but it is also one of the most controversial subjects in
the Bible. Some love this doctrine and some hate it, some get excited about it and some
get angry and some find assurance in this blessed truth and some are very disturbed by it.
Regardless of the differences between these views 2 questions must be raised; (1) Does
the Bible really teach this doctrine of Election? (2) If the Bible does teach this doctrine,
then what does the Bible teach about ELECTION?

Now, I believe both sides would agree that the Bible teaches the doctrine of election, but
the controversial lies in the interpretation of this doctrine. This is where the battle is fought
by well-meaning Christians seeking to defend the truth. The issues lies on whether, did
God choose on the basis that He foresaw some believe and based on this He chose them
or did God choose on the basis of the good pleasure of His will? So you see it’s not as
easy as saying yes or no, but in the teaching of the Word of God. Listen to the words of
John Wesley, with whom I disagree, but share only to make a point, because Mr. Wesley
believes in CONDITIONAL ELECTION. Mr. Wesley is asked the question; “But do not the
Scriptures teach of election?” He replies, “I will tell you in all plainness and simplicity it commonly
means two things; first a divine appointment of some particular men to do some particular work in the
world…and I believe election means secondly, a divine appointment of some men to eternal happiness,
but I believe this election to be conditional, as well as reprobation opposite thereto…God calleth true
believers elect from the foundation of the world, although they were not actually elect of believers till
many years later in their several generations. Then only it was that they actually elected, when they were
made the son’s of God by faith…this election I as firmly believe as I believe the Scriptures to be of God.
But unconditional election I cannot believe; not only because I cannot find it in Scripture but also because
it necessarily implies unconditional reprobation. Find out any election which does not imply reprobation
and I will gladly agree to it.” (Regarding this last statement it’s like the religionist saying, find
any hell that does not imply fire, pain and darkness and I will agree with it.” This quote by
Wesley is found in the book, Calvinism and Evangelical Arminianism, by John Girardeau,
pages 22 & 23.

By unconditional election we simply mean that the moving cause of God electing unto
salvation in not based on the foreseeing of faith or any other supposed good work or in
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anything in the person, but found only in the Good PLEASURE of GOD HIMSELF! As we
consider the doctrine of Unconditional Election, I would like to share 3 things in the form of
3 questions:

I. Who Did the Choosing?
II. When Did the Choosing Take Place?
III. Why Did God Choose or For What Purpose?

First: I. Who Did the Choosing?
A. Who did the choosing, was it God or man.

B. Some are very confuse about this first cause of choosing.

1. Some simply define as such: God cast His vote and the Devil has
cast his vote.

2. The vote is tied 1 – 1.

3. Man with his vote has the deciding factor.

4. They turn it into a spiritual political campaign, I mean just consider
the best candidate, cast your vote for God or for the Devil.

C. Sorry to inform you that if this was the case the devil would win hand’s
down.

1. If this strikes you as odd, apparently you don’t know the Bible.

2. Remember we spoke last week on the subject of total depravity
where we saw that man by nature will not seek God and man seek
to fulfill the desires of the lust and flesh of the mind. Eph.2:3.

3. Christ says in John 3:18 & 19 that man stands condemned before
God and that man loves darkness rather than light.

4. Paul says in 2 Tim.2:26 that man are under the snare of the devil
and are taken captive by Satan at his will.

5. Paul also says in Romans 8:7 that the carnal mind is enmity
against God. Man is not at enmity with the devil but with God, now
many more verses can be given but I don’t want to repeat my
message on total depravity, remember man is in bondage to sin, to
religion and to the devil.

6. Basically the only time men seek God or His word is when they are
in trouble. When everything is going find, the devil has free course
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with them.

D. Therefore, the correct answer to the question as to who did the choosing,
is that neither man or devil has a vote, the choosing is of God HIMSELF!

1. Election is God’s SOVEREIGN CHOICE!

2. In our chief text our Lord Jesus Christ says so clearly and
succinctly “Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you…”

3. Christ says so clearly, you did not choose me, thus how
unmistakably clear and unambiguous are His words. Christ didn’t
leave any room for misunderstanding or misinterpreting His
WORDS, YE HAVE NOT CHOSEN ME, BUT I HAVE CHOSEN
YOU!

4. This is the sole ground or basis of our ELECTION, our election is of
GOD!

(a). Ps.65:4, “Blessed is the man whom thou choosest, and causest
to approach unto thee, that he may dwell in thy courts: we shall be
satisfied with the goodness of thy house, even of thy holy temple.”

(b). 1 Thess.1:4, “Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God.”

5. The CAUSE and EFFECT of our ELECTION is OF GOD!

(a). 2 Thess.2:13, “But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you,
brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the
beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit
and belief of the truth.”

(b). Eph.1:4, “According as he hath chosen us in him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame
before him in love.”

(c). 1 Peter 1:2, “Elect according to the foreknowledge of God
the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and
sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be
multiplied.”

6. God choosing us was His SOVEREIGN WILL and CHOICE!

(a). Eph.1:5, “Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children
by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of
his will.”

(b). Eph.1:11, “In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being
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predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh
all things after the counsel of his own will.”

7. God choosing us is based upon His Good PLEASURE and
PURPOSE!

(a). Eph. 1:9, “Having made known unto us the mystery of his will,
according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed
in himself.”

(b). The whole context of Ephesians 1:4-11 is speaking clearly of
the Purpose of God in ELECTION in His PREDESDINATION!

8. All these verses show God as being the CHIEF CAUSE of our

ELECTION!

(a). In none of these verse do we see MAN as having any input
or for that matter as having the final vote or decision.

(b). What we do see is that GOD IS THE DETERMINATING
FACTOR! Reminds of what is said in Ex. 11:7, “But against any
of the children of Israel shall not a dog move his tongue, against man or
beast: that ye may know how that the LORD doth put a
difference between the Egyptians and Israel.” If in this physical
deliverance of Israel from Egyptian bondage these words are
said, home much more can be said in the SPIRITUAL
REALM!

(c). Our election is of God, I rather have my destiny in the
HANDS of GOD than in my PUNY and UNSTABLE HANDS!

9. I believe we have seen by all these verses and there are plenty
more but time is of essence, but we see the same power, the same
result and the same convincing truth which our LORD Jesus Christ
so BOLDLY DECLARED: “You have not chosen me, but I have
chosen you…” Since now we have answered our first question
and now know who did the choosing let us secondly consider:

II. When Did the Choosing Take Place?
A. The Word of God will show that ELECTION was in the mind of God long

before creation took place.

1. This was not an afterthought with God.

2. God decreed it in eternity past.
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3. God willed it, God purposed it and God executed it.

B. God’s eternal purpose is executed in time and brought to fulfillment in
time present.

1. This purpose of God in election is found in His Great Sovereignty.

2. This purpose of God in election is ordered by His eternal wisdom.

3. This purpose of God in election is upheld by His Omniscience,
Omnipresence and Omnipotence!

4. This purpose of God in election is immovable and rooted in His
immutability that assures the salvation of all His elect!

5. This purpose of God in election is executed, performed and
accomplished with irrefutable and undeniable power so that none
can stay His hand or saith unto Him what doest thou!

(a). 1 Peter 1:2, “Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the
Father…”

(b). Eph.1:4 & 5, “According as he hath chosen us in him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame
before him in love: 5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of
children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of
his will.”

(c). Romans. 9:11 & 16, “(For the children being not yet born, neither
having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to
election might stand, not of works, but of him that calleth;)… So then it
is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that
sheweth mercy.” (Not of works Mr. Wesley, believing is a good
work, but it was not based on that as Acts 13:48 clearly
shows, “And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and
glorified the word of the Lord: and as many as were ordained to
eternal life believed.” It does not say as many as believed were
ordained to which Wesley and the Arminians would love for it
to read that way but it does not, it says so clearly, as many as
WERE ORDAINED TO ETERNAL LIFE BELIEVED!)
Therefore the purpose of God in election assures the
salvation of all His elect!

(d). Romans 8:29-30, “For whom he did foreknow, he also did
predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be
the firstborn among many brethren. 30 Moreover whom he did
predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also
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justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.” In this text
we see God’s golden chain of Sovereignty implanted and
achieved in God’s predestination, effected in calling, wrought
in God’s grace of justification and consummated in
glorification. Notice very carefully also that this text clearly
speaks of a person not about an action, it says, “For WHOM
that is a person he did foreknow, it does not read for WHAT
he did foreknow which could be the action of believing, thus it
speaks of God’s predestination in election!

(e). Paul continues in chapter 9 showing clearly the sovereignty
of God in our salvation and after establishing the doctrine of
election which is according to His purpose. Paul continues
his line of thought from verse 11 and following then in verse
16 -24, “So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth,
but of God that sheweth mercy. 17 For the scripture saith unto
Pharaoh, Even for this same purpose have I raised thee up, that I might
shew my power in thee, and that my name might be declared
throughout all the earth. 18 Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will
have mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth. 19 Thou wilt say then unto
me, Why doth he yet find fault? For who hath resisted his will? 20 Nay
but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God? Shall the thing
formed say to him that formed it, Why hast thou made me thus? 21
Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make
one vessel unto honour, and another unto dishonour? 22 What if God,
willing to shew his wrath, and to make his power known, endured with
much longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction: 23 And
that he might make known the riches of his glory on the vessels of
mercy, which he had afore prepared unto glory, 24 Even us, whom
he hath called, not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles?”

C. God’s election is in time past and brought to fulfillment and fruition
in time present and as Hebrews 2:10 says, He will bring many sons
unto glory!

1. We see the work of God in eternity past and brought to
fulfillment in time present in John 17:2 with John 6:37:

(a). “As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give
eternal life to as many as thou hast given him.” This speaks
in time past.

(b). “All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that
cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.” This speaks in time
present.
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2. When we put all these verses together it speaks of God’s
decree of predestination executed in election where some
were ordained or foreordain to eternal life. God elected a
people according to predestination.

3. Isaiah 14:24, “The LORD of hosts hath sworn, saying, Surely as I
have thought, so shall it come to pass; and as I have purposed, so shall
it stand.”

(a). Notice what it says in 2 Tim.1:9, “Who hath saved us, and
called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but
according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in
Christ Jesus before the world began.”

(b). 2 Thess.2:13 again, “But we are bound to give thanks alway
to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath
from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification
of the Spirit and belief of the truth.”

(c). Election as we have seen in all these verses was
before the foundation of the world and accomplished in
time according to God’s purpose in providence:

(d). Election then is not salvation, but unto salvation,
“…because God hath from the beginning chosen you to
salvation …”

(e). Thus, we also see that election is not based on man’s
foreseen faith, but IN GOD and GOD alone, as in
eternity past chose whom He would in accordance to
His Sovereign WILL!

(f). For those who still argue like Wesley in the Arminian
camp, what did God really see when He saw man: Turn
with to Psalm 14:1-3, “The fool hath said in his heart, There
is no God. They are corrupt, they have done abominable works,
there is none that doeth good. 2 The LORD looked down from
heaven upon the children of men, to see if there were any that
did understand, and seek God. 3 They are all gone aside, they
are all together become filthy: there is none that doeth good, no,
not one.”

(g). Therefore, we see that God’s election is in God’s
eternal purpose, executed in time past and brought to
fulfillment in time present in the salvation of His people.
At the beginning of the gospels in Matthew 1:21 it says,
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“And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name
JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.”

4. I believe we see again by all these verses; the same power,
the same result and the same convincing truth which our
LORD Jesus Christ so BOLDLY DECLARED: “You have not
chosen me, but I have chosen you…” Which clearly
answers our first two questions: Who did the choosing and
when did the choosing take place which brings us to our last
point:

III. Why Did God Choose or For What Purpose?
A. Humanly speaking, no man can give an answer, but thanks be to God

that He has not left us to ourselves.

1. He has given us Divine revelation in His Word.

2. Though some actions of God are left to His own understanding as
in Deut.29:29, “The secret things belong unto the LORD our God: but those things
which are revealed belong unto us and to our children for ever, that we may do all the
words of this law.”

3. Thus, some things are revealed to us in His Word, “…but those
things which are revealed belong unto us …”

4. I believe that God has revealed to us in His Holy Word those things
that encompasses salvation so that we would not be deceived.

5. God’s work of salvation in our hearts is clearly revealed to us in the
Bible, which includes the GREAT WORK of ELECTION IN
PREDESTINATION.

B. The following I think is so clear in the teaching of the Word of God in
regards to why and for what purpose He choose and elected us, not so
that we might boast, but that we would be humbled by it even by 1
Cor.4:7, “For who maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast thou that thou
didst not receive? now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not
received it?”

1. God elected us according to the His good pleasure: Eph.1:5,
“Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to
himself, according to the good pleasure of his will.”

2. God elected us according to HIS PURPOSE:

(a). Eph.1:11, “…being predestinated according to the purpose of him
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who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will.”

(b). Eph.1:9, “…according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed
in himself.”

(c). Rom.9:11, “…that the purpose of God according to election might
stand, not of works, but of him that calleth.”

(d). Rom.8:28, “…to them who are the called according to his purpose.”

(e). 2 Tim.1:9, “…according to his own purpose and grace, which was
given us in Christ Jesus before the world began.”

3. God elected us according to HIS WILL:

(a). Eph.1:5, “Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children
by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of
his will.”

(b). Eph.1:11, “…being predestinated according to the purpose of him
who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will.”

4. God elected us according to HIS GRACE:

(a). 2 Tim.1:9, “…according to his own purpose and grace, which was
given us in Christ Jesus before the world began.”

(b). Romans 11:5, “Even so then at this present time also there is a
remnant according to the election of grace.”

5. God elected according to His Counsel:

(a). Eph.1:11, “…being predestinated according to the purpose of him
who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will.”

(b). Isaiah 46:10, “Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient
times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand,
and I will do all my pleasure:”

6. God elected according to HIS LOVE:

(a). Eph.1:4 & 5, “According as he hath chosen us in him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame
before him in love: 5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of
children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of
his will.”

(b). Deut. 7:6-8, “For thou art an holy people unto the LORD thy God: the
LORD thy God hath chosen thee to be a special people unto himself,
above all people that are upon the face of the earth. 7 The LORD did
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not set his love upon you, nor choose you, because ye were more in
number than any people; for ye were the fewest of all people: 8 But
because the LORD loved you…”

7. The list can go on and on as to give us an understanding as to why
our God chose us or elected. It is all in His wisdom according to
His SOVEREIGN will and purpose!

(a). Romans 11:33, “O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and
knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways
past finding out!”

(b). I Cor. 2:7, “But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the
hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory.”

8. May God grace us to submit to the clear teaching of Scripture!

9. We have answered the question, why did God choose us, now let
us answer, for what purpose:

10. The purpose of God choosing some to salvation is not for you or
me, but it was for HIS OWN GLORY so that no one would glory or
boast, that is; “That no flesh should glory in his presence.” 1
Cor.1:29. Therefore it is according to HIS GLORY!

(a). Romans 9:23, “And that he might make known the riches of his glory
on the vessels of mercy, which he had afore prepared unto glory.”

(b). Eph.1:4-6, “According as he hath chosen us in him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame
before him in love: 5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of
children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of
his will, 6 To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath
made us accepted in the beloved.”

(c). Eph.1:11 & 12, “In whom also we have obtained an inheritance,
being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all
things after the counsel of his own will: 12 That we should be to the
praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ.”

(d). 2 Thess. 2:13 & 14, “But we are bound to give thanks alway to God
for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the
beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit
and belief of the truth: 14 Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the
obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
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11. It was for His Glory and for our salvation: “…because God hath from
the beginning chosen you to salvation …”

(a). 1 Peter 1:2, “Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father,
through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood
of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied.”

(b). The Father chose us, the Son Redeemed us and the Holy
Spirit regenerates us.

(c). God works outs all the details regarding our salvation from
beginning to end, that is; from eternity past to eternity future.

(d). To those whom God has saved; Oh how this ought to humble
us to think that a Thrice Holy God would choose us without
any merit or worth in us. He found us on our way to hell
polluted and corrupt from head to toe in our sins as we saw
last week He plucked us as a brand out of the fire as God
was moved by great LOVE to save us, to God be all the glory
and praise! There is no room for anyone to boast or be proud
with this precious doctrine of election.

If you are outside Christ this morning don’t lose hope this morning, but in great expectation
seek the Lord even now, “All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I
will in no wise cast out.” “Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near:
7 Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the
LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.” Come to
Christ this very morning, come in repentance towards God and in faith toward the Lord
Jesus Christ. Oh my dear one throw down your arms of rebellion against God and bow the
knee towards Christ and confess Him as LORD!

Oh come to Him, He is a gracious and merciful savior! Election does not negate or does
away with man’s responsibility; no it heightens it even more. As a matter of fact, election is
the impetus, i.e. the driving force of evangelism in the gospel. May God cause you to
throw yourself at the mercy of God, for as Christ would preach and commands us, to
repent and believe the gospel! Come to Christ even now; throw yourself at the mercy of
God! God’s salvation is rooted in mercy! You don’t want God to deal with you in fairness,
no my dear one you want God to deal with you in MERCY!

In John 7:37 it says, “In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any
man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink.” Do you feel any inclinations towards God? Do as
Paul says in Act 17:27, SEEK THE LORD AND FEEL AFTER HIM! Don’t be like those
who walked away from Christ, Come to HIM EVEN NOW!
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Let’s Pray


