
Revelation Lesson 34
Pergamos: The Lax Church (Salutation)

Revelation 2:12  And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write; These things saith he which 
hath the sharp sword with two edges;

Tonight we begin our look at the Northern most Church of the 7 in Revelation, This 3 rd Church is 
the Congregation at Pergamos. I have nicknamed the Lax Church. Others have called it: The Most 
Carnal  Church,  The  Licentious  Church,  The  Church  With  Imperial  Favour  and The  Indulged 
Church – just to name a few. 

If you look on your handout showing the 7 churches overview (from Lesson 23) you will see the 7 
Churches have years on the first row. The reason is that Bible teachers (like myself) believe that  
the 7 Churches of Revelation (although they were historical) also symbolically represent eras in 
Church History. The “Pergamos” Era lasted most agree from 312-606AD. Why start with 312AD? 
The reason is that Constantine became the supreme Emperor in Rome in that year. More on that 
in a moment.

Tim LaHaye states in his book: Revelation Revealed: “Satan must have learned from his vicious 
attacks on the Church of Smyrna, that persecution only causes the Church to flourish and continue 
in a perpetual state of revival. After Diocletian's unsuccessful attack on the Church, Constantine 
succeeded  him as  emperor  of  Rome.  Constantine  ascendancy  to  the  throne  was  not  without  
controversy,  and  it  had  far-reaching  effects  on  the  Christian  Church  of  the  4 th,  5th and  6th 

centuries.”

One of the controversies surrounding Constantine, was the “sign event” that he purportedly had 
during battle for the throne itself. He allegedly saw a fiery cross in the sky and heard a voice that  
said “In This Sign Conquer.” He believed that the vision was from God indicating that if he would 
embrace the Christian religion, he would be victorious against his enemies. Supposedly he became 
a believer in Christ, but once one peels back this “profession” and see the “fruit” one sees that 
Constantine had at best a poor concept of Christian teachings and more than likely was not born 
again. He actually contributed to the spread of the corrupted Greek manuscripts when he ordered 
50 bibles (of the corrupted kind) to be copied and distributed through the Empire. It is believed by 
Textual Critics (the bad guys) that Codices Sinaiaticus and Vaticanus and possibly Alexandrinus 
were from that era. These are the “oldest” 3 from which all modern bibles from 1881 forward are 
based on. 

What  occurred  was  essentially  a  marriage  of  Church  and  State.  Constantine  showered  many 
“blessings” upon the State Church. This is interesting because the name Pergamos itself comes 
from two Greek words: PER = Thoroughly and GAMOS = Married. This means then “Thoroughly 
(from the outside in) married. Married to what? The State! Constantine had the government give 
money to the State Church which was headquartered in Rome. Remember that whenever a church  
gets money from the government there must always be compromise therein it.

You see, from 312AD onward, the church became more Roman and less Christian in its practice. 
Before this time, all the way back to the Apostles time, churches were independent and not ever 
governed by outside forces. Each had a Pastor and the Head of the Church was considered to be 
the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. The church at Rome had “annexed” nearby churches to become 
“satellite” churches exercising their authority under the pastor – now called the Bishop – of the 
church of Rome. As the government began “accepting Christians, one by one changes began to be  
introduced into the teachings of the Church and over time they overshadowed the “faith once 
delivered.” Please see your handout – note this is not all of the heresies the RCC practices!



Year Introduced Pagan Practice

300 AD
OF ALL THE HUMAN TRADITIONS taught and practiced by the Roman 
Catholic Church, which are contrary to the Bible, the most ancient are the 
prayers for the dead. 

300 AD Making the sign of the Cross. 

320 AD Wax Candles introduced in church 

375 AD Veneration of angels and dead saints 

394 AD The  Mass  (NOT  the  Last  Supper/Communion)  is  adopted  as  a  daily 
celebration.  

431 AD The  worship of  Mary,  the  mother  of  Jesus,  and the  use  of  the  term, 
"Mother of God", as applied to her, originated in the Council of Ephesus 

500 AD Priests began to dress differently from the laity 

526 AD Extreme Unction (1 of the 3 “sacraments” that constitute the Last Rites) this 
wording means the Final Anointing and is an anointing of the sick.

593 AD The doctrine of Purgatory is 1st established by Pope Gregory the Great. 

600 AD

The Latin language, as the language of prayer and worship in churches, 
was  also  imposed  by  Pope  Gregory  I.  600  years  after  Christ.

The Word of God forbids praying and teaching in an unknown tongue. (1  
Corinthians 14:9). 

600 AD
The Bible teaches that we pray to God alone. In the primitive church never 
were prayers directed to Mary, or to dead saints. This practice began in 
the Roman church.

As  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  became  more  powerful,  the  True  Heritage  and  Roots  of  
Christianity became less visible – except in patches of resistance throughout Europe and other 
places  in  the  world.  God  promises  in  His  Word to  preserve  His  Word  and to  always  have  a 
remnant of believers.

And to the angel of the church – Again, after 2 studies now 3 (yes we'll see this 4 more times) 
the angel of the church does NOT refer to an angelic supernatural being, rather this refers to the  
messenger of the church – please understand that I am NOT changing the Bible but that I am 
“rightly dividing” the Word of God because to gain this one has to study per 2 Timothy 2:15. 

in Pergamos write; - Remember that one of the evidences for a human “angel” or messenger is 
the “linking” of such a messenger to a local church or place. Again I have noted that there are 
guardian angels “linked with people and angels connected with nations/kingdoms. But here this 
strictly speaking is referring to the pastor of the local New-Testament Church, here, in Pergamos.

If you note on your handout again (the one from Lesson 23), you'll note that Tim LaHaye uses the 
“neutral” rendering of the name of the city: Pergamum. Many of the modern references and by  
association  modern  perverted  bibles  use  the  “neutral”  rendering  instead  of  the  “masculine” 
rendering as is contained within the Textus Receptus (TR) or the Greek Text Received By All as 
well as the King James Bible. From what I have read the ancients sometimes used Pergamum to 
refer to the city. Since it says Pergamos in my Bible that is what I use personally. 



I have already given history concerning the city back in Lesson 11. But I do want to make mention  
briefly concerning the religion in the city. The city of Ephesus, within the Bible, was known for its 
devotion to Diana or Artemis. The city of Pergamos boasted worship of many “gods” but there 
were 2 supreme “gods” they worshiped – Bacchus, (known by the Greeks as Dionysus) the god of  
revelry (partying) or wine and Asclepius (also known in the Latin as Aesculapius) who was the god 
of healing. Dionysus was the “supreme god” worshiped in Smyrna but found a rival – or many  
rivals – here in Pergamos. 

Now Asclepius had a symbol that is still well known to many today – especially in the medical 
field. It is called the Rod of Asclepius and has an intertwined serpent around a staff. (see your  
handout) However, the caduceus (two serpents intertwined around a staff with wings) is often used 
incorrectly as a symbol of healthcare organizations and medical practice (especially in North America). 

Nonetheless,  Oliver  B.  Green said  this  concerning  the  idol  of  Asclepius:  “In  the  outstanding and 
celebrated temple of Aesculapius was the wreathed serpent, and behind this serpent was Satan (“the old 
serpent”). What a terrible idol to have in a temple! This idol was used in ceremonies of healing. In 
reality, this chosen deity of Satan was substituted for the Lord Jesus Christ in that city. ”

Sadly, many mythologists never trace the origin of Asclepius correctly back to Moses' Brass Serpent 
(see Numbers 21:9). It was preserved and was being worshiped as an idol some 698 years later in 747 
BC in the time of King Hezekiah (2 Kings 18:4). He called it Nehushtan (thing of brass) and had it 
destroyed. Jesus referred to it in John 3:14-15. 

So it was that these two major religious systems existed here, along with many other religions. Local 
Roman rulers were unable to cope with all the religions in the city so they mandated that they all “get 
along” and cooperate with the authorities.  

These things saith – Again we note here that Someone is speaking, and seeing that this is in red  
in my Bible, this is the Lord Jesus Christ. But, even if you don't have a Red-Letter Bible, you can 
identify  Who  this  is  by  the  “symbolic”  statement  of  introduction.  In  the  first  Chapter  John 
described Jesus (Rev. 1:12-16) and each time Jesus issues His Salutation to the local Church, He 
uses one of the “descriptions” used in the first Chapter. Many times this establishes His authority. 

He – This is Jesus Christ our Lord.

which hath – This means that Jesus has something. That is it is on His person, He possesses it. 
This item will be seen in the last point:

the sharp sword with two edges; - This study opened my eyes to something I had not seen 
before. I have long studied Military history and warfare throughout the ages. Besides my passion 
for my Confederate Heritage, I have a passion for Bible Military History too! Within the New 
Testament, the word sword occurs 31 times in 27 verses. In Revelation alone it occurs 11 times in 9 
verses. 22 times the Greek word MACHAIRA (G3162) is used for Sword. The same word is used (6  
times) when our English word Swords is used. (See your handout) This sword refers to the Roman 
Gladius. This is the weapon by which the Roman Army was able to virtually conquer the known 
world. This sword type is the one referred to over and over as the Sword of the Spirit or the Word 
of God. 

It was not until I began this study that I even noticed another Greek Word – Rhomphaia – was 
used almost exclusively in Revelation. Out of the 7 times it occurs it is found only once – in Luke 
2:35 – outside of Revelation. Within Revelation,  John uses this word Rhomphaia 5 times to refer 



to the Sword coming out of Jesus' mouth – which is the Word of God. (Rev. 1:16, 2:12, 2:16, 19:15  
& 19:21). The other occasion in Revelation 6:8 speaks of “the sword” being used in World War III.

The intriguing fact is that I long thought that the Believer's Sword – the Word of God – was the  
same type of sword as in the Machaira (or Gladius type) which came out of Jesus' mouth. However 
I found the similarity is that they both are double-edged. See: Hebrews 4:12 “For the word of God 
is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing  
asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and  
intents of the heart.” and Revelation 1:16 “And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of  
his mouth went a sharp twoedged sword: and his countenance was as the sun shineth in his  
strength.”

The Rhomphaia was a close combat bladed weapon used by the Thracians as early as 400 BC. I  
was once a curved blade attached to a pole, but over time it became a broadsword. (Think Mel  
Gibson in Braveheart!) The Rhomphaia was carried not from the waist but from over the Right  
Shoulder. It would be grabbed by both hands and swung. While it was a strong weapon – and was  
the only one which caused the Romans to actually change their armour – they reenforced it – so  
that it  could better withstand the blows from the Thracians and their feared Rhompaias! The  
Rhomphaia  is defined as a ‘brandishing’ weapon, that ‘flourishes triumphantly, menacingly, or 
defiantly.’ So we see Jesus as the Omnipotent One carries His Sword from His Mouth and He 
brandishes it victoriously over His enemies and wields it skillfully on His own cutting away “sin” 
from the Body of Christ. The Holy Ghost however uses the Machaira or Gladius to probe deep into 
the  soul  and spirit  of  the  believer.  We in  turn wield  the  Gladius  in  Spiritual  Battle,  but  our 
Commander In Chief has a Sword all His Own. Much like the Mythical and Ficitional Swords of 
old in the tales long told and re-told such swords struck fear into the hearts of enemies: Excalibur 
(King  Arthur's  Sword),  Naegling  (Beowulf's  Sword used in  fighting  the  Dragon),   Narsil  (the 
Sword of Elendil, reforged into Andúril the Flame of the West wielded by Aragorn) and who can 
forget the ever popular Lightsaber of Star Wars fame? Pity those who are lost who see and hear 
the Sword of the Lord coming down upon their head in vengeance and power! 

Jesus' sword is generally, here in Revelation, is called “sharp” which literally means “sharp” in the 
Greek. Ha! Aren't you glad God promised to preserve His Word and you don't have to learn a 
“dead” language? Anyways, that speaks that Jesus has The Authority. Thieme points out that this 
shows that Christ is a Disciplinarian. This is true, God believes in disciplining His children. One 
might ask, “How can a sword discipline?” Here we should look at it this way, He is not going to use 
the broadside as a paddle, like you and I might use a wrench as a hammer, nope! Christ is going to  
do better than Asclepius – where the latter would put a band-aid, Christ the Master Physician can 
use His SHARP SWORD to surgically remove the cancer of Sin in our lives and churches and  
society IF we allow Him to.

McGee states: “The Word of God has the answer to man's need and man's sin, which in Pergamum was 
false religion. It was a city that emphasized religion, and the only way it could be reached would be by 
the  Word  of  God.”  LaHaye  echoes  Mcgee's  sentiments:  “This  [double-edged  Sword]  is  without 
question...the  Word  of  God....the  cure  for  the  problems  of  the  local  church  at  Pergamos,  of  the 
Pergamum Age of the church, or of any church is: the Word of God. Christ used that Word to sanctify 
His Church (John 17:17), to clean it (John 15:3), to bring it joy (John 15:11), and to bring it peace (John  
16;33). Had the church of Pergamos and the [the Church of the] Pergamum Age heeded the Word of 
God, the evils of the Dark Ages could well have been avoided.” How true, if we would only look to the 
Word of God, the chaos of this world and its myraid problems could be cut in half and vanquished 
by the Authority of the Word. Isn't it something how in the Pergamos Age the Church grew lax 
concerning the authority of the Word but accepted the authority of the world?  


