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KJV – Acts 11:19-26 

 

“Real Christians produce changed Lives” 

     There are many, many names on church rolls and rosters. This does not mean that these are all 
saved by the grace of God through faith. 

     The LORD Jesus plainly spoke words dealing with the dangers of profession without faith in the 
gospel of Matthew. 

Mathew 7:21-23 

21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that 
doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 

22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name 
have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 

23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. 

     The evidence of justification by faith is our works, but man has polluted this doctrine over the 
years so that many believe and teach today that justification is by works. Friends that is absolutely 
absurd and blasphemy; that is a direct slap in the face of God and the finished work of the Saviour. 

     Man cannot save himself, he has nothing in him to do it, yet it is in our nature to want to try by 
deeds, or good works, tithes, attendance, church functions and many, many other wonderful things. 
But that does not save, it cannot save, yet man keeps trying and trying to make himself justified in 
the eyes of God. 

     Let me give you an illustration; how many of you have ever been out working with a crew on the 
job and there comes up a small hard tasks that needs to be done, yet the man doing the work just 
can’t seem to get it done.  For example it may be removing an engine part, or maybe just a striped 
bolt that someone is trying to remove, or even a messed up lock that the key is just not working 
right in. 

     Before long the person watching the act sees the failure of the person and thinks within their 
feeble minds that they can do it. Only moments go by before we have all heard those famous words, 
“Here let me give it a try.” Now why do you suppose that is? Because it’s in our nature to desire to 
succeed, and it’s in our nature to glory and receive praise. But my friend, Salvation is no small tasks. 
It is hard a plan designed and engineered by man, but by God all Mighty.  
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     Salvation comes at no small cost, because it cost the jewel of Heaven, the only begotten of the 
Father. He paid the price and He finished the work, so why cannot man set aside his feeble 
mindedness and stop saying to himself; “Here let me give it a try.” 

     We think that we can win favor with God by our deeds and acts. Not so friends because it’s not 
our righteousness that makes us worthy of God’s fellowship. It’s Jeremiah 23:6 THE LORD OUR 
RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

     It’s Romans three –  

Romans 3:24-25 

24 Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 

25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness 
for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; 

     Salvation brings about regeneration. 

     Salvation brings about justification. 

     Salvation brings about changed lives in them who have been regenerated and justified. 

Now our Scripture text this morning comes from the book of Acts chapter eleven. 

     In Acts Chapter 9, we have the conversion of Saul on his way to Damascus. In Acts Chapter 10, we 
have Peter’s vision of the clean and unclean beast and God spoke in this vision three times: 

“What God hath cleansed, that call not thou common or unclean.” 

God sends Peter to minister to Cornelius, a Gentile; a centurion of the Italian band. Cornelius is 
saved, born again, regenerated, justified and the gospel has been opened to the Gentiles and the 
Holy Ghost comes upon them and they are baptized. 

     In Acts 11, word has gotten out, the Gospel is going about, God is moving and the Holy Spirit is 
working all the way up in Southern Turkey, in the largest city in the Roman Empire, the city called 
Antioch. Now this brings us to our text this morning.  

Acts 11:19-26 

19 Now they which were scattered abroad upon the persecution that arose about Stephen travelled as 
far as Phenice, and Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word to none but unto the Jews only. 

20 And some of them were men of Cyprus and Cyrene, which, when they were come to Antioch, spake 
unto the Grecians, preaching the LORD Jesus. 

21 And the hand of the Lord was with them: and a great number believed, and turned unto the Lord. 
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22 Then tidings of these things came unto the ears of the church which was in Jerusalem: and they sent 
forth Barnabas, that he should go as far as Antioch. 

23 Who, when he came, and had seen the grace of God, was glad, and exhorted them all, that with 
purpose of heart they would cleave unto the Lord. 

24 For he was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith: and much people was added unto the 
Lord. 

25 Then departed Barnabas to Tarsus, for to seek Saul: 

26 And when he had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it came to pass, that a whole year 
they assembled themselves with the church, and taught much people. And the disciples were called 
Christians first in Antioch. 

     Remember what Jesus said in Matthew 7:21 - Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord,. . . . 

They sent Barnabas up to Antioch to check on the reports they were hearing before the Church in 
Jerusalem would put their approval upon these new converts. 

     I like what Brother Sammy Allen says; “The best time to count your converts after a revival, is two 
years after the meeting.” Why is that preacher? Because Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord. 

     I can image what old Barnabas might have been thinking on his way up to Antioch, maybe a little 
nervous and scared. Possibly did a whole lot of praying because he didn’t really know what to 
expect. Oh, they had heard the good news, but was it true.  

Could this be as another movement as Gamaliel spoke of concerning Theudas? 

Or could this be a plot because of the news of Stephen to get another one of the followers of Christ? 

     Friends I’m here to tell you today, Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord,. . . . But when God 
moves in and God does the work of Salvation, there will be regeneration and justification and a real 
Christian will produce a changed life. 

     I want to show will what will happen with the Holy Spirit moves in and takes up ownership. I 
want to use the lives of the people in Antioch and Barnabas. 

Friends when God saves, the Holy Spirit changes lives: 

Acts 11:22-23 

22 Then tidings of these things came unto the ears of the church which was in Jerusalem: and they sent 
forth Barnabas, that he should go as far as Antioch. 

23 Who, when he came, 
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1. A Spiritual Walk: 

     Antioch was the largest Gentile city of the known world at the time.  Yet it was the harbor of sin 
and wickedness. It was the center of worship for several pagan cults that promoted sexual 
immorality and other forms of evil common to pagan religions. 
 
     No doubt Barnabas had dreads, doubts and fears about having to go to such a place work the 
work of the ministry, but Glory to God he went; Who, when he came.  
 
     Real Christians produce changed lives, and Barnabas had a spiritual walk. He pressed onward for 
the work of the LORD. Regardless of the fear and dread. The persecution that will no doubt occur, 
he stood firm on his faith like Isaiah the Prophet when he wrote: 
 
Isaiah 6:8 
 
8 Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then 
said I, Here am I; send me. 
 
     People say the reason they don’t go out to the highways and the hedges and compel them to 
come is because of the fear, the dread and the doubt.  
 
     The persecution they might have to suffer. Or the facts they have never or don’t even know how 
to lead a soul to the LORD. 
 
Mark 16:19-20 

19 So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right 
hand of God. 

20 And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the 
word with signs following. Amen. 

     Real Christians produce changed lives, and with a Spiritual Walk you can go just like old 
Barnabas did.  
 
Acts 11:23 
 
23 Who, when he came, and had seen the grace of God, 

2. A Spiritual Sight: 

     Boys he saw something that only God could produce, what he saw could only be manufactured by 
the LORD. Just like down there in the land of Egypt with the children of Israel.  
 
     Along came Moses with that rod, with all kinds of judgments and all kinds of plagues came down 
on ole Pharaoh and the land of Egypt and the funny thing is a lot of those plagues and miracles 
Pharaoh’s magicians the devil’s crowd could duplicate. 
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- May I remind you the Devil does have a counterfeit gospel. 

- He does have a counterfeit grace. 

- And He does have a counterfeit glory. 

     There are some things that the Devil can duplicate, but there’s one thing that that old boy ain’t 
got the patent on and that’s the blood bought grace of God bestowed upon His elect. 

That’s just what old Barnabas saw up there at Antioch, when he came, and had seen the grace of God. 

Because real Christians produce changed lives and they’ll possess Spiritual Sight.  

3. A Spiritual Heart: 

     Real Christians produce changed lives by a Spiritual Heart. 

Acts 11:23 

23 Who, when he came, and had seen the grace of God, was glad, 

     Most preachers would have got mad and left, why do you say that pastor? Because it wasn’t their 
meeting, it wasn’t their revival; it wasn’t their preaching that won those lost souls to Christ. 

     But old Barnabas had a Spiritual Heart and when he had seen the work that God had done 
through and by His wonderful Sovereign Grace, he was glad.  

     That Spiritual Heart gives you joy unspeakable and full of Glory, that Spiritual Heart helps you 
put a smile on your face and hold your head up high for Jesus when it seems like the Devil is driving 
in the last nail on your coffin.  It’s that Spiritual Heart that gives you the love for the breathern so 
that you know you have passed from death unto life. 

     Barnabas didn’t get mad and pout because he had a Spiritual Heart, and Saints had been won. 
The Gospel was being preaching, God was moving, the Holy Ghost was working and Christ the LORD 
was being exalted in Antioch, and he was glad. A real Christian producing a changed life by the 
works of a Spiritual Heart. 

4. A Spiritual Word: 

Acts 11:23 

23 Who, when he came, and had seen the grace of God, was glad, and exhorted them all, that with 
purpose of heart they would cleave unto the Lord. 

     Barnabas had for them a Spiritual Word; the Bible says he exhorted them all. So that the desire of 
their hearts would be to cleave unto the LORD.  
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     Now you say what does that mean preacher? Well I’m glad you asked. Because Christians 
produce changed lives and they will cleave to God. That word simply means in the Greek 
“proskollao” which is – to glue to, to adhere, to join one’s self. 

     A Spiritual Word that brings about the growing in the faith. 

Romans 10:17 

17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 

And he exhorted them all, just like the Apostle Paul wrote to young Timothy in his second letter. 

II Timothy 4:2 

2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long suffering 
and doctrine. 

     A Spiritual Word of exhortation, why? Because there’s power in His Word, it is given by 
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works. 

     The Psalmist wrote - thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. 

Jesus prayed in the garden at said – Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 

     A Spiritual Word, friends it’s not my job to preach to you and try to convince you to be saved. 
Now some preachers would fall back in their well established pews if they heard me say that.  

     My job is to present to you the Gospel of the LORD Jesus Christ which is the power of God unto 
salvation in power and demonstration of the Holy Spirit and then let Him reveal unto you the truth 
through His Word. 

     When God does the work, we get changed lives. Because there is regeneration, there is 
justification, there is salvation. The Holy Ghost does the work, He comes in and pushes the Devil 
out, and the result is a possessor and not just a professor with the evidence of salvation by a 
changed life. 

     Real Christians produce changed lives by –  

1. A Spiritual Walk: 
2. A Spiritual Sight: 
3. A Spiritual Heart: 
4. A Spiritual Word: 
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     Last point and I promise I’ll hush; Real Christians produce changed lives by - 

5. A Spiritual Soul: 

Acts 11:24 

24 For he was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith: and much people was added unto the 
Lord. 

     You see friends regeneration, means regenerated, or in laymen terms born again. It will produce 
changed lives. Because the Holy Spirit is working in those lives. 

There is evidence of regeneration, because good works is a by product of salvation. 

- Barnabas had a Spiritual Soul, because he was full of the Holy Ghost and of Faith. 
- The converts at Antioch had a Spiritual Soul because there was a change that took place. 

     In fact there was such a change, that all of Barnabas’ fears, doubts and dreads were gone about 
that trip to Antioch when he had departed from Jerusalem. He got excited, revival broke out, he was 
glad, boy his fire was kindled and he exhorted a little while but then I believe he said boys I got to 
take a trip to get somebody, but I’ll be back and he depart to get Saul. 

Acts 11:25-26 

25 Then departed Barnabas to Tarsus, for to seek Saul: 

26 And when he had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it came to pass, that a whole year 
they assembled themselves with the church, and taught much people.  

     He went and got Saul. I believe he may have found Saul and said something like this; “Man you’ve 
got to come back with me to Antioch, these Grecian Gentiles have done broke out in Pentecostal 
Revival; and let me tell you Saul, now they’ve got the goods.” 

     Saul went back, they stayed that whole year. The evidence of their faith was so real that it 
produced changed lives that before this story ends, and before these two old boys leave, Saul and 
Barnabas; 

Acts 11:26 

26 And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch. 

     Christians – Christianos- Christ like or followers of Christ. You say Brother Doug why is that so 
important? Because friends their profession was because of possession and Real Christians produce 
changed lives. 


