
1

Heb 13:7-17 
What Does Your Church Need Today?

7 Remember those who rule over you, who have spoken the word of God to you, whose faith  
follow, considering the outcome of their conduct.
 8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.
 9 Do not be carried about with various and strange doctrines. For it is good that the heart be 
established by grace, not with foods which have not profited those who have been occupied with 
them.
 10 We have an altar from which those who serve the tabernacle have no right to eat.
 11 For the bodies of those animals, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest  
for sin, are burned outside the camp.
 12 Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people with His own blood, suffered outside 
the gate.
 13 Therefore let us go forth to Him, outside the camp, bearing His reproach.
 14 For here we have no continuing city, but we seek the one to come.
 15 Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of  
our lips, giving thanks to His name.
 16 But do not forget to do good and to share, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.
 17 Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, as those 
who  must  give  account.  Let  them  do  so  with  joy  and  not  with  grief,  for  that  would  be 
unprofitable for you.

What a mess the Christian world seems to be in! We are awash in all sorts of bad teaching, I turn on 
my Cable TV, and I can find people counseling me to pray to Mary, to send them money so that I will 
get a blessing, faith healers hitting people with their jackets and telling cancer patients they are healed,  
slick hucksters preaching the power of positive thinking and health and wealth heresy to churches the 
size of stadiums, with hordes of people literally eating it all up. I can find that on multiple channels, in 
fact try as I might I can't seem to find a channel that features faithful pastors who simply exegete the  
word of God, and we aren't talking about the 13 channel TVs we grew up with and our children have 
never experienced we are talking about a Cable TV that goes into the thousands of channels! But its 
not just on TV or in the stadium churches where we have confusion, in our circles we have people who 
practice paedocommunion, or speak of Baptism as the means by which children are saved, or who 
promote things like theistic evolution, or women's ordination. We have professing Christian families 
who determine they don't need the church, children raised in the faith, who walk away from the faith  
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determining for themselves that “all roads lead to heaven” -  it wouldn't be fair otherwise. 

It couldn't ever have been this bad before could it? Well,  to tell the truth the speed with which a  
heresies and false doctrines can be spread is unparalleled in human history, I'm grateful that Arius 
didn't have his own Radio Network, Podcast or Website. But heresy and false doctrine and people 
being led astray is nothing new. There really never has been a generation when the church of Jesus 
Christ  has  not  been as  the  hymn “The Church's  One Foundation”  reminds us,  “by schisms rent 
asunder, by heresies distressed”  What? Not even in the  “olden days, the Happy golden days of 
yore?” No, the days of yore were full of heresies as well, the Devil has never taken a break from 
sowing tares and the seeds of schism in the church. Even in the time of the Apostles, and it is heresy,  
schism, and falling away from the faith that the author of Hebrews was combating. He is writing to 
Jewish Christians who were falling away, going back to Rabbinic Judaism to avoid persecution. What 
then does the church need in  times of confusion and spiritual  decay? Some sort  of amazing new 
program? Twelve steps to the perfect church? No, what does he say we need? 2 Things – Sound 
Biblical Doctrine and Faithful Ministers who will tirelessly proclaim it. 

The more I read Hebrews the more I tend to think the author was Paul, but since we don't know, I'm  
going to have to refer to him as He or the Author. He starts out by reminding those Christians of the 
faith and life of those “who rule over you” and by that he is probably referring to those Christian 
Apostles  and Pastors  who had taught  them and had since died  or  been martyred.  He is  going to 
bookend his statements referring to the faithful leaders who have gone before, and now the ones who 
are  continuing  on  where  they  left  off  in  faithful  ministry,  and  if  might,  what  could  be  a  more 
appropriate message for this installation today?

But when he says remember those past leaders, he doesn't just mean remember what they taught, but 
the fruit of their labors, look at their lives from beginning to end. Wasn't that the  good way? They 
taught good doctrine they bore good fruit. Therefore imitate their FAITH. Follow in  their footsteps. 

But why was it  the good way? Because those GOOD leaders weren't  blazing their  own trail  like 
Muhammad or Joe Smith or so many of the cult leaders past and present, they had taken up their cross 
and were following Christ. Leaders come, and leaders go. One leader, however, is unchangeable: Jesus 
Christ. And, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.”

1 Corinthians 11:1 Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ.
 2 Now I praise you, brethren, that you remember me in all things and keep the traditions just as I  
delivered them to you.

Men like Paul remembered throughout their ministry that they were ultimately UNDERSHEPHERDS 
of the GOOD SHEPHERD, and that the flocks they led weren't their flocks, they were Christ's and that 
someday they would be called to give an accounting to the Good Shepherd for they way they took care 
of them. 

So he warns them look to their example, and don't fall away from the faith they taught, don't get 
caught up in strange teachings. Because that was common, sadly even elders went off teaching things 
that weren't biblical and people followed them into the wilderness, as Paul warned the Ephesian elders 
in Acts 20:30 "Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw 
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away the disciples after themselves.”

But ultimately all of these heresies, regardless of what they consisted of had one thing in common,  
they took away or added to the person and work of Christ. They weren't content with the simple gospel 
there must be more! You remember how the Galatians had turned aside from following the Gospel as 
Paul had preached it and had listened to the teaching of Judaizers, Jewish Christians mostly from the  
sect of the Pharisees who were teaching that in order to be a Christian you had to become a Jew, be 
circumcised and keep the ceremonial laws. Faith alone in Christ alone wasn't enough to be saved they 
said. And so Paul writes to them in shock and anger saying:
 
 Gal. 1:6 I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you in the grace of  
Christ, to a different gospel,
 7 which is not another; but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of  
Christ.
 8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have  
preached to you, let him be accursed.

What the author of Hebrews goes on to say though is that all of those ceremonies that they wanted to  
add back belonged to the days of the Ceremonial Law before Christ came, He is the reality to Whom 
all of those ceremonies pointed towards. The blood of all Bulls and Goats sacrificed at the Temple on 
Yom Kippur the day of atonement had no real power to take away sins, neither was the blood of the 
lambs sacrificed on Passover really able to wash away guilt and turn aside the wrath of God. Only 
Christ was truly, “The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” Only the once for all, 
unrepeatable sacrifice of  Christ on the cross has removed sin for all his people. By his death he ended 
the ceremonial rituals of the Day of Atonement, because he entered the heavenly sanctuary to represent 
the believer in the presence of God and there He continues to make intercession for His people. There 
is no need therefore to go back to the Shadows or to attempt to add anything to Christ  and Him 
Crucified. 

Then he reminded them that this kind of teaching wouldn't necessarily be popular – the world hates 
Christ and the Gospel message, the Devil seeks to corrupt it, and our own flesh is as the hymn put it  
“Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, Prone to leave the God I love”   but we must keep our eyes fixed 
upon Him.  We are  sojourners  on  a  pilgrimage  we  have  no  fixed  abode,  but  like  John  Bunyan's  
Christian in Pilgrim in Pilgrim's Progress we are on a Journey to the Celestial City. This world but we 
are heading for it, racing towards it, keeping Christ who stands at the finish line in our view all the  
time.

If we remember that we will be able to suffer those “sling and arrows” that the world sends towards 
Christians. It is that message that faithful Pastors will preach. And we MUST heed them when they 
preach that  message.  Like parents in the family,  and magistrates in  the Government,  they are the 
authorities God has given to His people and their lawful commands are to be obeyed. It is not optional 
for they are the messengers who God has given the church, and that gospel message must be obeyed if 
we are to be safe. 

Now their duty is by no means easy, I had dark brown hair and decent health when I entered into the 
gospel  ministry!  The  author  tells  us,  they  are  watchmen  over  the  spiritual  welfare  of  their 
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congregations, they will literally lose sleep over them, for they remember what God told Ezekiel,  
spiritual welfare of the believers. They know the word God spoke to the prophet Ezekiel 3:17 "Son of 
man, I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel;  therefore hear a word from My 
mouth, and give them warning from Me:
 18 "When I say to the wicked, 'You shall surely die,' and you give him no warning, nor speak to  
warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save his life, that same wicked man shall die in his 
iniquity; but his blood I will require at your hand.
 19 "Yet, if you warn the wicked, and he does not turn from his wickedness, nor from his wicked 
way, he shall die in his iniquity; but you have delivered your soul.”

They will someday give an account for their ministry, and the scariest words in the entire bible for  
ministers are contained in James 3:1 “My brethren, let not many of you become teachers, knowing 
that we shall receive a stricter judgment.”

So therefore he implores them honor them, obey them, in so much as you can make their time as your 
shepherd a cause of joy and not morning. If you make their time difficult by rebellion and backbiting 
and gossip,  and grumbling,  you will  make them and their  families miserable,  but you will  be the 
losers. As Calvin reminded us  “His meaning is, that the heavier the burden they bear, the more  
honor they deserve; for the more labor anyone undertakes for our sake, and the more difficulty and  
danger he incurs for us, the greater are our obligations to him. And such is the office of bishops,  
that it involves the greatest labor and the greatest danger; if, then, we wish to be grateful, we can  
hardly render to them that which is due; and especially, as they are to give an account of us to God,  
it would be disgraceful for us to make no account of them”

So two applications: First to Pastors, let us say that a man took the job of an undershepherd under a 
great man, like Abraham, he received from his hand a flock of sheep and directions what to feed them, 
where to take them and how to care for them, and thus entrusted was sent off. Let us say that after  
many months in the fields that undershepherd returned to receive his reward. He had mysteriously 
grown much fatter, and his clothes seemed to be made of the finest wool. Meanwhile, many of  the 
flock he had been given had disappeared, some had wandered away and he had not bothered to look 
for them, others had fallen into pits and traps that he had not warned them of, some had starved, and  
others had been eaten up by him. The sheep who remained meanwhile, were sorry looking, most were 
starving and weak having not been fed, others having wandered aimlessly had gorged themselves on 
poisonous and or worthless things that made them fat and indolent and sick. And mysteriously most of  
their wool seemed to be amongst his own personal things. 

What would the Head Shepherd say to such a man? He would be angry and require the cost of their 
blood and he certainly would not greet him with  “Well done, good and faithful servant; you were  
faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.”

Elders, you are the undershepherds, and you will be held accountable to Jesus the Good Shepherd 
some day. If that is how you have treated His Sheep. Then woe to you!You must then be FAITHFUL 
even when it is hard, you must seek the sheep when they wander, feed them good things they might 
not prefer, bind their wounds when they are afflicted, warn them when danger, no matter how popular 
it may be is approaching, lay down your lives for them if need be, above all you must GIVE THEM 
CHRIST AND HIM CRUCIFIED this is calling you have taken up, and you will be called to account 
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for it.

Second, to you the Sheep, Remember what the faithful pastors are laboring for – your souls! Help 
them, make their lives joyful, do not wander, do not rebel, do not gossip, do not seek vain things. You 
can  by  your  own  behavior  encourage  them  or  make  them  DULL  in  their  duties.

“Hence the Apostle declares, that it would be unprofitable to the people to cause sorrow and 
mourning to their pastors by their ingratitude; and he did this, that he might intimate to us that 
we cannot be troublesome or disobedient to our pastors without hazarding our own salvation.

As hardly one in ten considers this, it  is  hence evident how great generally is the neglect of  
salvation; nor is it a wonder how few at this day are found who strenuously watch over the 
Church of God. For besides, there are very few who are like Paul, who have their mouth open 
when the people’s ears are closed, and who enlarge their own heart when the heart of the people  
is straitened. The Lord also punishes the ingratitude which everywhere prevails. Let us then 
remember that we are suffering the punishment of our own perverseness, whenever the pastors 
grow cold in their duty, or are less diligent than they ought to be.”


