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Introduction 

1. What is the hope verse 19 addresses? It is “the power of an indestructible life” (v. 16). 

a. Paul points to Psalm 110:4 again to prove his claim: “For it is witnessed of him, ‘You are a 

priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek’” (v. 17).   

b. Jesus, unlike the Aaronic priests, lives forever, making a successor unnecessary. 

c. Since this change has occurred, it is also necessary to change the law respecting the 

Levitical system (v. 12). 

2. Would you want to put your eternal hope in a system that is admittedly useless by nature of 

its weakness (v. 18)? 

a. Nevertheless, there appears to be a growing movement in Christianity calling believers 

back to Judaistic roots. 

b. Does Jesus want His followers to return to OT principles and practices, or is there a new 

path to follow? 

3. Much of the confusion rests on improper understandings of law and grace.  

a. Grace is the disposition of God to enable obedience in regenerate believers—unmerited 

favor. 

b. Law is the standard by which God governs His creatures and orders their lives in holiness. 

c. One errs in making the law a means of sanctification or falsely viewing grace as exemption 

from law. 

I. Messianic Judaism  

1. Messianic Judaism or Hebrew Roots is a movement that has been growing rapidly in the last 

ten years. 

a. This movement teaches that Christians have been deceived into believing that grace is 

contrary to law (Torah) and has produced a culture of anomia—lawlessness (1 John 3:4; 

Matt. 7:23). 

b. The blame for a “false conception” of grace is attributed to misunderstanding Paul (Rom. 

6:14, 15; 2 Pet. 3:15, 16).  

c. Messianic Judaism asserts that Jesus came to fix the Torah abuses of the Pharisees and to 

reestablish proper Torah observance among Christ’s followers (Matt. 23:2, 3; 5:17–20). 

d. They argue that Paul opposed the Judaizers only in their insistence that Gentiles be 

circumcised (Gal. 5:2–6; Acts 15:24, 28, 29). 

e. They insist that Christians (Jew and Gentile) must be obedience to the Torah—keeping the 

dietary laws, feasts of Lord, Sabbaths, and the commandments. 

2. The big “red flag” that I see is the movement’s abandonment of the church. 

a. They view traditional churches as doctrinally weak, carnal, self-satisfied, and apostate 

because they have tolerated false teachers (Acts 20:29, 30). 

b. They view their movement as waking the true saints to fervency for and obedience to 

Israel’s Messiah. 



c. Some insist on using Hebrew names for deity and following Jewish traditions to mark their 

identity. 

d. Many are also teaching that the new covenant (Jer. 31:31–34) requires full obedience to 

the whole Torah. 

1) The issue is not obedience, per se—how one complies with the law and the penalty for 

noncompliance.  

2) Are eating kosher foods, keeping feast days and Sabbaths required to be a true Christian 

at all? 

3) Hebrews deals with the inability of Israel under the first covenant (Heb. 8:8, 9) and the 

necessity of a regenerate heart (Deut. 5:29; Heb. 8:10–13). 

e. We argue that loving the Lord and keeping the commandments is, indeed, important and 

necessary. 

1) We argue that the gospel of Christ is God’s solution to the inability of man to love God 

and keep His commandments, however—  

2) Jesus did not come to restore the original covenant and the Levitical system involved 

(see Heb. 8:13). 

3) Jesus came to give believers a new path, principle and the power of the Holy Spirit 

(Ezek. 36:25–27). 

II. Change in Priesthood, Change in the Law 

1. Perfection (the goal of regeneration) was not possible through the Levitical system (vv. 11, 

18, 19). 

a. The better hope is the Melchizedek priesthood Jesus instituted to make perfection possible. 

b. This better hope also necessitated a change in the law (v. 12). 

2. A new principle (Rom. 7:1–4; 8–4) 

a. Christians do not think that they are above the law; they know that they are now dead to 

the law’s awful penalty through Christ (Rom. 7:1–4). 

b. They have a new law, the law of the Spirit of life, to enable them to do what the old 

covenant could not do because of the inability of the flesh (Rom. 8:1–4). 

c. The issue is now flesh vs. Spirit (vv. 4–17). 

3. A new path (Col. 2:1–23): “walk in him [Christ], rooted and built up in him and established 

in the faith” (Col. 2:6).   

a. A path of discernment about traditions that would lead them away from Christ (v. 8)  

b. A path of understanding their position in Christ (vv. 9–15)  

c. A warning against two errors (vv. 16–23) 


