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Introduction  

1. There are an astounding number of conflicting positions on Revelation, all claiming to hold 

the correct view of events leading to Christ’s second coming. The obfuscation concerns the 

study of men’s positions on last things (eschatology) for two reasons: (1) there is a 

tendency for teachers and students to fall victim to the temptation for originality, inventing 

and sensationalizing events and timing; and (2) Satan knows that he has but a short time 

and seeks to blur, befuddle, and betray as many as possible to keep them from our Lord’s 

admonition to be vigilant (Matt. 24:42; 25:13).  

2. A principle that is used very effectively by Satan is called the dialectic method.  

a. The philosopher Fredrick Hegel popularized the view that every synthesis is the thesis of a 

new dialect.  

b. When this process is followed, social change is guaranteed. 

c. Hitler’s Third Reich came to power using the Hegelian dialect.  

3. The Lord’s program is not so complicated.  

a. Salvation is simple: God chose us in Christ; Christ redeemed us at the cross; The Holy 

Spirit regenerates us, calls us to faith in Christ, and sanctifies us until Christ returns. 

b. In the meantime, we are to live out His will.  

4. The Revelation informs and encourages us as we live in the gap between promise and 

reality.  

a. We live by faith (Rom. 1:17) and wait for the Lord (Psa. 27:13, 14; Isa. 26:8, 9).  

b. It shall not be so well with those who have spurned the Lord, denying His Word and 

declining His ways.  

5. In part one of this message, we considered the nature of God’s judgments, assuring us that 

His awful wrath is both righteously dispensed and justly deserved (16:5, 6).  

6. Our message today examines the character of God’s final wrath on the rebellious who prefer 

allegiance to the beast and false prophet.  

I. Full Bowls; Unlimited Fury 

1. The trumpets warned that God’s wrath was coming; the bowls dispense that wrath (14:6–11 

cf. 16:1). 

2. The trumpet disasters were limited; the bowls are not (8:9 cf. 16:3).*  

3. Both trumpets and bowls echo the plagues of Egypt and should be understood, not as 

physical realities, but as symbolic of world-devastating judgment (Ex. 7:14–12:32). 

1) Harmful and painful sores (6th plague), personal affliction directed at those who have the 

mark of the beast (see Rev. 9:5, 6)—the hopelessness of one who has trusted the beast as 

savior and protector  

2) Blood-filled seas (no plague), universal disruption of the beast system (Rev. 13:1)—the 

utter ruin of the multitudes who have served the beast and lusted after the whore (Rev. 

17:1, 15)  



3) Fresh water turned to blood (1st plague), the just revenge on those who shed the blood of 

the saints (Rev. 16:5–7; Psa. 79:3, 10, 12; Isa. 49:26) 

4) Scorching heat of the sun (no plague), the end of God’s common grace (Gen. 8:22; Matt. 

5:45; Acts 14:17, cf. Rev. 7:16)—the Creator blessed the earth with the sun and rain to 

sustain life only to be spurned and scorned—here is real “global warming” 

5) The darkening of the beast kingdom (9th plague), answering the both the spiritual 

darkness of sin and the holiness of God (Rev. 13:4 cf. Ex. 15:11, 20:21)—men love the 

darkness because of their guilt (John 3:19, 20); thus, they wander in delusion and 

confusion (cf. Rev. 21:23, 24, note Ex. 10:23) 

6) The drying up of the Euphrates River (no plague) signals the final conflict of the deceived 

multitudes turning against apostate religion (Isa. 8:7, 8; Rev. 17:16); the provocation for 

this gathering will be demonic spirits (Rev. 16:14).  

7) The cosmic cataclysm of the skies, the realm of evil powers (7th plague) and the “great 

city” Babylon is the target of the earthquake (Zech. 14:3–5; Heb. 12:26, 27) to remove 

the old earth to make way for the new heavens and new earth (Rev. 21:1, Isa. 65:17; 2 

Pet. 3:12, 13).  

II. Focused Bowls; Directed Fury 

1. The first three bowls are poured out on the earth, sea, and inland waters, fouling the 

habitation of those who follow the beast. 

2. The fourth bowl is poured out on the sun, turning the object of all Babylonian false worship 

against them. 

3. The fifth bowl is poured out on the throne of the beast, giving them, in fact, what they 

desired in spirit. 

4. The sixth bowl is poured out on the Euphrates River, taking away the restraint, keeping the 

great war (WW III— Islam against the West?) in check. 

5. The seventh bowl is poured out into the air, the realm of Satan and his powers (Eph. 2:2, 

6:12), ending forever the satanic usurpation of God’s Eden.  

III. Final Bowls; Fulfilled Fury (v. 17; cf. 15:1, 8) 

1. Destroying the gods of Egypt (Ex. 12:12) 

2. Destroying the land of Egypt (Ex. 10:7; Rev. 11:18; 19:2; 16:19) 

3. Destroying the power of Egypt (Ex. 15:9)  

Application  

1. A warning to the saints (Deut. 28:27, 35). God encouraged His covenant people that their 

obedience would be met with blessing (Lev. 26:3–13) but warned Israel that covenant 

infidelity would be met with curses for disobedience (vv. 14–46). The NT support for this 

is Paul’s warning to the Corinthian church (1 Cor. 3:17).  

2. A challenge to the saints (v. 19; Luke 12:39, 40; Rev. 3:3; 1 Thess. 5:4) who are Asleep—

lulled to dullness and stupor by the world’s promising pleasure and prosperity, distracting 

the soldier from the impending danger of the attacking enemy; and who are naked—a 

soldier who is in battle without armor. Jesus exhorted Sardis to “wake up” (3:2) and 

Thyatira to buy white clothing to hide nakedness (3:18). 


