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Message:   Living a Holy Life in an Unholy World, Part 2
Text:         1 Peter 1:13-21

Introduction 

  A.  Today is part two of our two part examination of Jesus Christ’s revelation to us through His apostle in 1     

Peter 1:14-21, which we entitled, “Living a Holy Life in an Unholy World.”  In part one we unpacked    

Peter’s words in ...  

1 Peter 1:14  As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in

your ignorance,  but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your 15

behavior;  because it is written, "YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY." 16

  B.  To better understand and receive this command, we asked ...

      1.  Be holy - W hat does that mean?  

      2.  Be holy - W hat does that look like?

      3.  Be holy - W hy be holy?

I.  Be holy - What does that mean?

  A.  In talking about a definition, it is helpful to know that our English words holy, sanctified, saint all

translate    the same Greek word root.

      1.  hagios (adj)     = holy, set apart, consecrated

      2.  hagios (n)        = holy one, saint

      3.  hagiosmos (n) = sanctification, consecration

      4.  hagiazo (v)      = to sanctify (Latin “sanctus” = “holy”), make holy, set apart, consecrate, hallow

     

1 Peter 1:1 ... who are chosen  according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the 2

sanctifying work (hagiosmos) of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood

.... 

  B.  To be holy means to be set apart, consecrated, generally from something/someone and to    

something/someone.  W hen God uses this of His people, He is speaking of our being set apart

from sin,     the world and to Himself - meaning He owns/possesses us.

Leviticus 20:26   'Thus you are to be holy to Me, for I the LORD am holy; and I have set you

apart from the peoples to be Mine. 

1 Peter 2:9  But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A

PEOPLE FOR God's OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who

has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 

II.  Be holy - What does that look like?

1 Peter 1:14  As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours

in your ignorance,  but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your 15

behavior;

Obedient, being conformed, not conformed to ungodly lusts, desires, passions but to the Holy One

in “all behavior.”

III.  Be holy - Why?



  A.  Because God has called us to be holy unto Him - not just in the future when Christ returns, but in our

present behavior! 

1 Peter 1:14   As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in

your ignorance,  but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your 15

behavior;  because it is written, "YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY."  16

Ephesians 1:4  just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be

holy and blameless before Him . 

  B.  Because the God who called us is holy

1 Peter 1:14   As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in

your ignorance,  but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your 15

behavior;  because it is written, "YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY."  16

  C.  Because we are children of obedience.  I.e., children whose parent as it were is obedience.

1 Peter 1:14   As obedient children (children of obedience), do not be conformed to the former

lusts which were yours in your ignorance,  but like the Holy One who called you, be holy 15

yourselves also in all your behavior;  because it is written, "YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM 16

HOLY." 

  D.  Because God has removed our sinful ignorance

1 Peter 1:14   As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours

in your ignorance,  but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your 15

behavior;  because it is written, "YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY."  16

1 John 5:20  And we know that the Son of God has come, and has given us understanding so

that we may know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ.

This is the true God and eternal life. 

  E.  Because the Father we call upon is to be feared, for He will impartially judge the sincerity of our faith   

by our deeds.

1 Peter 1:17 And if you address as Father the One who impartially judges according to each one's

work, conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay on earth;  knowing that you 18

were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited

from your forefathers,  but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the 19

blood of Christ.  For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in 20

these last times for the sake of you  who through Him are believers in God, who raised Him from 21

the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. 

      1.  The Greek word “and” (kai) at the beginning of verse 17 links the command of verse 15 “be holy”

with        the command in verse 17, “conduct yourselves in fear.”  This would indicate there is the

link between    being holy as God is holy in all our behavior and behaving in fear of God.  The apostle

Paul also makes

this linkage.

2 Corinthians 7:1  Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all

defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. 

      2.  W hat is the link between fearing the Lord and living a holy life?  

 a.  The love of the Lord motivates us to obey, constrains us to obey Him.  



 2 Corinthians 5:14  For the love of Christ controls us,

   John 14:21   He who has My commandments and keeps them is the one who loves

Me;

 b.  The fear of the Lord restrains us from disobeying Him.  Example: W e enjoy our stove top

burners, we

want them in our kitchens, and we don’t cook in terror, but we do fear relating to them

wrongly.

W e will not with premeditation put our hand on a red hot burner.  W e fear being burned.

Proverbs 16:6   ... by the fear of the LORD one keeps away from evil. 

Proverbs 3:7   Do not be wise in your own eyes; Fear the LORD and turn away from

evil. 

      3.  W hat is it that we fear about our Heavenly Father that would keep us away from evil behavior? 

God is    an impartial and lethal judge.  W e fear being burned by the impartial judgment of God.

1 Peter 1:17   And if you address as Father the One who impartially judges according to each

one's work, conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay on earth; 

Hebrews 12:28   Therefore, since we receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us show

gratitude, by which we may offer to God an acceptable service with reverence and awe;  for 29

our God is a consuming fire. 

Luke 12:1 ...  He began saying to His disciples first ...     "I say to you, My friends, do not be4

afraid of those who kill the body and after that have no more that they can do.  "But I will warn 5

you whom to fear: fear the One who, after He has killed, has authority to cast into hell; yes,

I tell you, fear Him!

a.  God through Christ will impartially judge both the absence of any confession of faith in Christ,

as       well as the validity, the sincerity of any confession of faith in Christ by one’s behavior. 

Just as

the red hot burner impartially burns whoever touches it, so God is impartially wrathful to all 

whose faith is barren of obedience.

Romans 2:5   But because of your stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are storing

up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment

of God,  who WILL RENDER TO EACH PERSON ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS:  to 6  7

those who by perseverance in doing good seek for glory and honor and immortality,

eternal life;  but to those who are selfishly ambitious and do not obey the truth, but obey 8

unrighteousness, wrath and indignation.  There will be tribulation and distress for every 9

soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek,  but glory and honor 10

and peace to everyone who does good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  For there 11

is no partiality with God. 

b.  A sincere faith in Christ produces holiness.  Where there is no holiness, there is no sincere faith.  As a     

result, without holiness, no one will see the Lord.  

  Hebrews 12:14   Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification/holiness

(hagiosmos) without which no one will see the Lord.

c.   So love of the Lord is to motivate our obedience, and fear of the Lord’s impartial, lethal judgment      

against all insincere love and faith is to restrain us from disobedience.  



Romans 11:19   You will say then, "Branches were broken off so that I might be grafted

in."  Quite right, they were broken off for their unbelief, but you stand by your faith. Do 20

not be conceited, but fear;  for if God did not spare the natural branches, He will not 21

spare you, either.  Behold then the kindness and severity of God; to those who fell, 22

severity, but to you, God's kindness, if you continue in His kindness; otherwise you also

will be cut off.
     

  F.  Because God redeemed us from a meaningless life with the precious blood of Christ

1 Peter 1:18   knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold

from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers,  but with precious blood, as of a 19

lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ. 

      1.  Christ redeemed us from a futile, meaningless (mataios = empty, useless) way of life.  Jeremiah     

prophesied of the day that the nations would come to Yahweh, the God of Israel, leaving their

pointless     way of life.

Jeremiah 16:19   O LORD, ... to You the nations will come from the ends of the earth and say,

"Our fathers have inherited nothing but falsehood, futility and things of no profit." 

      2.  Christ died to redeem us from a futile way of life unto a holy and blameless life before Him.

Ephesians 5:25  Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave

Himself up for her,  so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of 26

water with the word,  that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot 27

or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless. 

Colossians 1:22   yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order

to present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach-- 

      3.  Christ redeemed us with His blood, which is precious blood, because it is divine (life) blood.   To       

continue to live in the former manner of life is to imply that Christ’s blood has lesser value than those 

things with which we choose to replace Christ.
      
  G.  Because God’s eternal plan to redeem His elect from among the nations has now been put into

effect, so    that our faith and hope, formerly in futile things, is now in God. 

1 Peter 1:20   For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in

these last times for the sake of you  who through Him are believers in God, who raised Him 21

from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. 

      1.  Christ was “foreknown,” that is, foreloved as the divine Son Who would lay down His life for His    

people, and has now appeared for our sakes.

John 10:11  "I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep. ...17

"For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life so that I may take it again.

      2.  By God’s raising Christ from the dead, and by giving us faith in Him, we now by faith live holy lives in          

the only way that offers the outcome of eternal life. Sanctification/holiness gives evidence, and thus     

assurance of that faith through which God justifies us.  

Romans 6:17   But thanks be to God that though you were slaves of sin, you became obedient

from the heart to that form of teaching to which you were committed,  and having been 18

freed from sin, you became slaves of righteousness. ...  Therefore what benefit were you then 21

deriving from the things of which you are now ashamed? For the outcome of those things is



death.  But now having been freed from sin and enslaved to God, you derive your benefit, 22

resulting in holiness/sanctification (hagiasmos), and the outcome, eternal life.  For the 23

wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Conclusion

  A.  Today if the Spirit of Christ is not dwelling in you, then you do not belong to Christ.  Your way of life is

empty, your choices are meaningless.  Whatever you decide and do with your life will profit you nothing

in the end.  So if Christ’s Spirit is inclining your heart to believe in Him and receive Him as your Lord    

and Savior, then let go of your former, futile way of life and cling to Christ and hope in God.

Romans 8:9   ... But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him .

...  But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ11

Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells

in you. 

  B.  If we are truly Christians, justified by faith in Christ as Savior and Lord, then it is because the Son of     

God has come and given us an understanding of who He is as Lord and Savior and who we are as His        

blood bought, holy people, set apart to belong to God as His treasured possession.  Our life does not    

belong to us, but to Him who purchased us for God.  So be humble and submissive before the Lord Who

Who though His apostle gives us these two related commands ...

1 Peter 1:15   but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your

behavior;  because it is written, "YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY."  And if you 16  17

address as Father the One who impartially judges according to each one's work, conduct

yourselves in fear during the time of your stay on earth; 
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