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Matthew 6:9-13 (NKJV) “9 In this manner, therefore, pray: our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name. 10 Your kingdom 
come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 11 Give us this day our daily bread. 12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors. 13 And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. For Yours is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever. Amen.” 
 
Genesis 4:26 (NKJV) “And as for Seth, to him also a son was born; and he named him Enosh. Then men began to call on the 
name of the Lord.” 
 
Genesis 13:4 (NKJV) “…there Abram called on the name of the LORD.”  
 
Exodus 33:19a (NKJV) “I will make all My goodness pass before you, and I will proclaim the name of the LORD before you.” 
 
Leviticus 24:16a (NKJV) “And whoever blasphemes the name of the LORD shall surely be put to death.”  
 
Deuteronomy 5:11a (NKJV) “You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain…”  
 
1 Kings 8:17 (NKJV) “Now it was in the heart of my father David to build a temple for the name of the LORD God of Israel.” 
 
Job 1:21b (NKJV) “The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD.” 
 
Psalms 9:10 (NKJV) “And those who know Your name will put their trust in You; for You, LORD, have not forsaken those who 
seek You.”  
 
Proverbs 18:10 (NKJV) “The name of the LORD is a strong tower; the righteous run to it and are safe.” 
 
 
I.       The Meaning of Hallowing His Name 
 

Isaiah 57:15 (NKJV) “For thus says the High and Lofty One Who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: ‘I dwell in the high 
and holy place, with him who has a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of 
the contrite ones.’” 
 
 
Leviticus 10:1-3 (NASB) “1 Now Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took their respective firepans, and after putting fire 
in them, placed incense on it and offered strange fire before the Lord, which He had not commanded them. 2 And fire came 
out from the presence of the Lord and consumed them, and they died before the Lord. 3 Then Moses said to Aaron, ‘It is 
what the Lord spoke, saying, 'By those who come near Me I will be treated as holy, And before all the people I will be 
honored.' So Aaron, therefore, kept silent.” 

 
 
 
 
II.      The Means of Hallowing His Name  
 

Psalms 29:1-2 (NKJV) “1 Give unto the Lord, O you mighty ones, give unto the Lord glory and strength. 2 Give unto the 
Lord the glory due to His name; worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.” 
 
Psalms 50:23a (NKJV) “Whoever offers praise glorifies Me.”  
 
Psalms 48:10a (NKJV) “According to Your name, O God, so is Your praise to the ends of the earth.” 



III.     The Names We Are to Hallow  
 

A. His Name Is Elohim 
 

Genesis 1:1 (NKJV) “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” 
 
Psalms 19:1 (NKJV) “The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament shows His handiwork.” 
 
Psalms 14:1a (NKJV) “The fool has said in his heart, ‘There is no God.’” 

 
 
 

B. His Name Is Jehovah  
 

Exodus 3:14 (NKJV) “And God said to Moses, ‘I AM WHO I AM.’ And He said, ‘Thus you shall say to the children of 
Israel, 'I AM has sent me to you.'” 
 
 
“It suggests the adaptation of infinite being to finite being in order to bring about the strengthening of the finite being 
with all the strength of infinite being.”                                                                                            —G. Campbell Morgan 
 
 
“Almighty God, just because He is almighty, needs no support. The picture of a nervous ingratiating God fawning over 
men to win their favor is not a pleasant one; yet if we look at the popular conception of God, that is precisely what we 
see. Twentieth Century [and also the 21st century] Christianity has put God on charity. So lofty is our opinion of 
ourselves that we find it quite easy, not to say enjoyable, to believe that we are necessary to God. But the truth is that 
God is not greater for our being, nor would He be less is we did not exist…”                                             —A. W. Tozer 
 
Isaiah 46:9b (NKJV) “For I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like Me.” 
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“HALLOWED BE YOUR NAME” (PART 1) 

VARIOUS SCRIPTURES 

#3 in Series, “Learning to Pray from the Experts” 

 

   In this series, we are using the Model Prayer (also called, “The Pattern Prayer”, “The Blueprint for 

Prayer”, and “The Lord’s Prayer”) as a way to examine prayer in the Scriptures. Today we are continuing 

to look at the first of five parts of this model given to us by the Lord on how to pray. By way of review, 

let’s look at the model prayer. Matthew 6:9-13 (NKJV) “
9 

In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in 

heaven, hallowed be Your name [part 1]. 
10 

Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven [part 2]. 
11 

Give us this day our daily bread [part 3]. 
12 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors [part 4]. 
13 

And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one [part 5]. For Yours 

is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.” In this message we are focusing in on the end 

of the first part of this prayer: “hallowed be Your name.”  

   Many Bible scholars think that the first clear reference to prayer is recorded in Genesis 4:26 (NKJV) 

“And as for Seth, to him also a son was born; and he named him Enosh. Then men began to call on the 

name of the Lord.” Prayer is described as calling on “the name of the Lord”. I took a concordance as I 

was preparing this message and was going to read every reference in the Bible where “the name of the 



Lord” was used. I gave up after a while because there were so many. Let me just give you a few of the 

multitude of times this phrase is used. Genesis 13:4 (NKJV) “…there Abram called on the name of the 

LORD.” Exodus 33:19a (NKJV) "I will make all My goodness pass before you, and I will proclaim the 

name of the LORD before you.” Leviticus 24:16a (NKJV) “And whoever blasphemes the name of the 

LORD shall surely be put to death.” Deuteronomy 5:11a (NKJV) “You shall not take the name of the 

LORD your God in vain…” 1 Kings 8:17 (NKJV) “Now it was in the heart of my father David to build a 

temple for the name of the LORD God of Israel.” Job 1:21b (NKJV) “The LORD gave, and the LORD 

has taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD." Psalms 9:10 (NKJV) “And those who know Your 

name will put their trust in You; for You, LORD, have not forsaken those who seek You.” Proverbs 

18:10 (NKJV) says “The name of the LORD is a strong tower; the righteous run to it and are safe.” I 

could read on and on verses that speak of the name of the LORD. In the first part of the model prayer we 

see that we are to “hallow” the name of the Lord.  

   It doesn’t take us long to discover that when the Bible uses the word “name” (especially referring to 

God), it means more than when we use the word “name”. In Biblical times and still in some oriental 

cultures a name was never merely used to designate someone to keep from confusing them with someone 

else. The name was used as an expression of the kind of person they were or were to be. When we talk 

about the name of the Lord we are talking about His character, His perfections, His attributes. Unless you 

understand this difference, you will have a hard time with many of the Scriptures we’ve read in the first 

part of this message. How do you run to a name for shelter? Proverbs 18:10 (NKJV) “The name of the 

Lord is a strong tower; the righteous run to it and are safe.” When we understand that the Lord’s name 

speaks of His person, His attributes, His perfections, verses like Proverbs 18:5 make sense. When we are 

told over and over to praise the name of the Lord, it doesn’t mean just saying His name; it is speaking of 

praising Him for His attributes – His omnipotence, His mercy, His love, His justice, etc. Actually, God is 

revealed to us through His names. To put it another way, His names are one of the means of His self 

revelation. He gives us multiple names that we might know Him in a deeper way.  

 

I.       The Meaning of Hallowing His Name 

   The Greek word translated “hallow” means to treat as holy, to revere, or to set apart. The Phillips 

translation says, “May Your name be honored”. The opposite of hallowing His name is taking His name 

in vain (to treat it lightly or as unimportant or as common). We dishonor Him by not giving Him the 

honor and obedience that is due His name. I shudder when I hear people use God’s name in a flippant 

way. His name, His person is to be hallowed – to be considered holy. Think of it, there are groups of 

angels in Heaven that continuously are at the throne God crying out, “Holy, Holy, Holy”, and we attach 

His name to a curse or an exclamation? Isaiah 57:15 (NKJV) “For thus says the High and Lofty One 

Who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy…” Because His name is holy, we are in our words and deeds 

to hallow His name. When the Old Testament scribes who copied the Scriptures wrote the word for God, 

“Jehovah”, they would throw away their writing instrument and never use it again. They reasoned that 

once they had written the holy name of God, the pen was disqualified to write anything else.  

   Let me share an incident from the Old Testament that I believe we need to be aware of. When the 

Tabernacle was completed after the Israelites left Egypt heading for Canaan (the promised land), Moses 

brother, Aaron and his sons were given the priestly duties in the tabernacle. A part of their duties were to 

burn the incense offering to the Lord. God had given some very specific instructions as to how this was to 

be done. Aaron’s two sons (Nadab and Abihu) were given the responsibility of offering the incense to the 

Lord. Listen to what happened. Leviticus 10:1-3a (NASB) “
1 

Now Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, 

took their respective firepans, and after putting fire in them, placed incense on it and offered strange fire 

before the Lord, which He had not commanded them. 
2 

And fire came out from the presence of the Lord 

and consumed them, and they died before the Lord. 
3 

Then Moses said to Aaron, ‘It is what the Lord 

spoke, saying, 'By those who come near Me I will be treated as holy, And before all the people I will be 

honored.'” God is not asking us to treat Him as holy; He demands it. He says in this passage, “I will be 

treated as holy”.  



   Are you treating God as holy? Is there hypocrisy and hidden sin in your life? Are you giving the 

impression to others that you are yielded to and walking with God when you treat Him with no fear, no 

awe, and no yieldedness? Remember Nadab and Abihu! When you pray, “hallowed be your name”, do 

you mean it? When Jesus said that we are to pray, “Hallowed be Your name”, we are saying, “May Your 

person, Your character, Your identity, Your nature, Your reputation, Your very being itself be hallowed 

(considered holy)”! 

   This desire to see His name hallowed also should drive our evangelism and missions. The ultimate goal 

of evangelism and missions is not only that lost people will be saved, but that those who profane the 

Lord’s name will repent of their sin, believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and be saved. When that happens, 

they will no longer profane His name, but will hallow His name. That ought to be our primary motive in 

sharing the Gospel here and around the world.  

 

II.      The Means of Hallowing His Name 

   The primary means of hallowing His name is through worship. Worship is not the only way that we can 

hallow His name, but it is the primary way that we hallow His name. Psalms 29:1-2 (NKJV) “
1 

Give unto 

the LORD, O you mighty ones, give unto the LORD glory and strength. 
2 

Give unto the LORD the glory 

due to His name; worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.” Remember that God’s name is the 

composite of His attributes, His perfections. To praise His name means to praise His perfections. Psalms 

50:23a (NKJV) “Whoever offers praise glorifies Me”. We exist to glorify God; the primary way we 

glorify Him is through hallowing and praising the LORD. One of the most effective ways to praise the 

Lord is to praise Him for who He is – His attributes. Psalms 48:10a (NKJV) “According to Your name, 

O God, so is Your praise to the ends of the earth”. By not knowing His names, we miss such an 

opportunity to give Him the praise He deserves.  

   Let me offer a challenge to you. In the rest of this message and then for the next couple of weeks, we 

are going to be looking at many of the names of our God. Take the notes and use them in your quiet time 

as you begin your day. Begin to praise His name; to praise Him for who He is. I think that you will see a 

difference in your day when you begin it by setting your mind on Him and worshipping Him. You will 

discover that truly as Proverbs 18:10 (NKJV) says, “The name of the Lord is a strong tower; the 

righteous run to it and are safe.”  

 

III.     The Names We Are to Hallow 

   Most of the names for God are found in the Old Testament, though we will look at one very important 

one in the New Testament. As I stated in a previous message in this series, some of these names of God 

come out in the English translations of the Scriptures as a description of God, but in reality they are 

names of God. We are going to look at two of the basic names for God today and then in coming weeks 

we will see these first two names coupled with different endings that give us some more details of the 

name of our Lord so that He can be our strong tower that we can run to and be safe.   

 

A.   His Name Is Elohim 

   Elohim is the first name that is given to God in Scripture. Elohim is usually translated in the Old 

Testament “God”. We see this name in the very first verse of the Bible. Genesis 1:1 (NKJV) “In the 

beginning God [Elohim] created the heavens and the earth.” This Hebrew name for God is used over 

2,500 times in the Old Testament and 32 times in just Genesis 1. Elohim is made up of two Hebrew 

words. “El” speaks of unlimited strength, energy, power, and might. It is Elohim who created man from 

the dust of the earth and woman from man’s side. He is the God who created all that is. Technically, He is 

the only One who can create from nothing (ex nihilo). All we do is rearrange things that Elohim created. 

The last part of this name in its singular form means to declare, to swear, to promise, to make a covenant. 

Putting these together, Elohim is the God of infinite strength who always keeps His promises and 

covenants. Elohim says, “If you want to see my strength, look at the creation around you; I brought all 

that about, and much more you haven’t even discovered yet, by speaking it into existence.” Psalms 19:1 

(NKJV) “The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament shows His handiwork.” That is why it 



is often futile to try to prove the existence of God to an atheist; only a fool would see creation and deny 

that there is a creator. Psalms 14:1a (NKJV) “The fool has said in his heart, ‘There is no God.’”  

   I want to share something interesting about this word. Elohim is plural and yet it is joined with verbs 

and adjectives that are singular. While that doesn’t “prove” the Trinity (some scholars say it is the plural 

of majesty), it does give room for it. When we see the clear teaching of the Trinity in the New Testament 

and look back to the Old Testament with that light of the New Testament, we see all sorts of evidence for 

the Trinity in the Old Testament and nothing to contradict the clear teaching of the fact that God is a 

triune God (“God in three persons, blessed Trinity”).  

   Let’s make application of this powerful name of God. The God who created the universe; the God who 

is all powerful and keeps all His promises and covenants is the God who loves you personally and who 

has promised those who are in Christ that He will not leave you or forsake you. The God who invites you 

to come to His throne of grace and call Him “Father” is the God who created a universe that we can’t 

even find the limits of it, a universe that seems infinite in size and majesty. Oh how puny our problems 

seem! Oh joy and delight that this God has called us to Himself, saved us, and has promised us that we 

will spend eternity with Him to grow in our love relationship with Him throughout all eternity. WOW! 

His name is Elohim! Hallowed be His name. 

B.   His Name is Jehovah  

   This may sound confusing, but actually this name for God is in reality “Yahweh”. Allow me to explain. 

The Jews had attached such a sense of sacredness to God’s name that they would not say it aloud. Even 

though they disobeyed God’s Word and rejected so much of what He demanded in their behavior, they 

sought to hallow the name by which He had revealed Himself to Moses. There is technically no word 

Jehovah in the Hebrew Old Testament. The actual name of God in Exodus 3:14 (NKJV) that said, “And 

God said to Moses, ‘I AM WHO I AM.’ And He said, ‘Thus you shall say to the children of Israel, 'I AM 

has sent me to you' " is Yahweh. The other familiar name for God is Adonai which means Lord. The Jews 

would not say Yahweh. Eventually the consonants were taken out of Yahweh and the vowels out of 

Adonai, and put together to form “Jehovah”. Most translations have chosen to use Jehovah, though some 

use Yahweh. When Jesus spoke of hallowing God’s name, He was not referring to a mystical fear of 

pronouncing it. He was speaking of hallowing His name with a life submitted to Him and a deep 

commitment to honor Him with our life. I wanted you to know that so that if you saw Yahweh you 

wouldn’t think that it was a separate name for God. Yahweh and Jehovah are two words that have the 

same meaning [This explanation was taken from John MacArthur’s book, Jesus’ Pattern of Prayer, page 

38-39].  

   Jehovah is used in the Bible more than any other name for God – about 6,800 times. God gave this 

special name for Himself to Moses when He spoke at the burning bush. In Exodus 3 when God calls 

Moses from the burning bush to be His instrument to deliver the Israelites, Moses asked God who he 

should tell the Israelite slaves that it was who sent him. God answers him in Exodus 3:14 (NKJV) “And 

God said to Moses, ‘I AM WHO I AM.’ And He said, ‘Thus you shall say to the children of Israel, 'I AM 

has sent me to you.'" “I Am” is Jehovah. It is derived from a Hebrew root word that means “to be” or “to 

become”. It is really difficult to define “Jehovah”. Here is a stab at it. It means the self existent One who 

was, is, and always will be. He is to His people whatever they need. The famous Pastor of London’s 

Westminster Chapel before Martyn Lloyd-Jones was G. Campbell Morgan. He said this about the name 

Jehovah: “It suggests the adaptation of infinite being to finite being in order to bring about the 

strengthening of the finite being with all the strength of infinite being.” There; that clears that up! As you 

can see, grasping the meaning of Jehovah is no small matter. The main emphasis of the word is that He is 

self-existent. He needs nothing outside of Himself to do anything that He sovereignly chooses to do. He 

has a voluntary relationship with everything and a necessary relationship with nothing. He has all that He 

needs. He created the time dimension and lives above it and is not bound by it. He has always been, He is, 

and He always will be. Oh, how we need to praise this self existent, self-sufficient One.  

   In the mid-1900’s A. W. Tozer wrote these words that are just as applicable as they were sixty or so 

years ago. “Almighty God, just because He is almighty, needs no support. The picture of a nervous 

ingratiating God fawning over men to win their favor is not a pleasant one; yet if we look at the popular 



conception of God that is precisely what we see. Twentieth Century [and also the 21
st
 century] 

Christianity has put God on charity. So lofty is our opinion of ourselves that we find it quite easy, not to 

say enjoyable to believe that we are necessary to God. But the truth is that God is not greater for our 

being, nor would He be less is we did not exist…” [A. W. Tozer, The Knowledge of the Holy, page 40].    

   All of God’s dealings with us are grace based. He is self-existent. Our God has no end and no 

beginning. He sees the end from the beginning. He doesn’t need to learn anything to be a better God. He 

already is all-knowing, and He cannot become better because He is already perfect. A good summary is 

Isaiah 46:9b (NKJV) “For I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like Me”.  

   Let’s make application. If Jehovah is with us, we have everything that we will truly ever need! He has 

no deficiencies and no shortages. Our God doesn’t need our help. He doesn’t need us defending Him; He 

can take care of Himself quite well. Our God, Jehovah enjoys our worship and our fellowship, but He is 

not in any way dependent on us. He often chooses to use us to accomplish His purposes, but He does not 

need us.  

   We will say more about what I am about to say in the last message on “Hallowed be Your name”. Jesus 

is presented in the New Testament as Jehovah God becoming flesh. Several times in John, He identifies 

Himself as “I Am”. The very name “Jesus” means “Jehovah Saves”. If you are in Christ, you are complete 

in Him (Colossians 2:10)  

CONCLUSION 

   Oh how I long to praise Him better, to hallow His name – Elohim and Jehovah. 


