
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

@ 

Millersville Bible Church 



 

Big Question  

 
"Is it possible to be so casual 

about what it means to 

belong to a Church that 

belonging loses its 

effectiveness and removal 

becomes irrelevant?" 
 



I Corinthians 5:1-2 

 
“It is actually reported that there is 

sexual immorality among you, and of 

a kind that even pagans do not 

tolerate: A man is sleeping with his 

father’s wife. And you are proud! 

Shouldn’t you rather have gone into 

mourning and have put out of your 

fellowship the man who has been 

doing this? 



Action required 

 

I Corinthians 5:4-5 

 

“So when you are assembled and I am 

with you in spirit, and the power of our 

Lord Jesus is present, hand this man 

over to Satan for the destruction of the 

flesh, so that his spirit may be saved 

on the day of the Lord.” 

 



Q. What does “hand this man over to 

Satan” mean and imply about Church? 

 

1. It’s another way of requiring them to, 

“put out of your fellowship the man who 

has been doing this” (v.2). 

 

1. This implies two spheres -- referred to in 

vv. 12-13 -- “What business is it of mine 

to judge those outside the church? Are 

you not to judge those inside? God will 

judge those outside. ‘Expel the wicked 

person from among you.’”  

 



Two spheres 

At the time of salvation, believers  

are rescued from the kingdom of  

darkness and transferred into  

the kingdom of God’s Son  

(Colossians 1:13) 

__________________________________ 
The apostle Paul said he was sent to those who 

are lost, “to open their eyes and turn them from 

darkness to light, and  from the power of Satan to 

God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins 

and a place among those who are sanctified by faith 

in Jesus.” (Acts 26:18).  



Satan is referred to as …. 

 

• “The god of this age” (II Corinthians 

4:4) and “the prince of this world” 

(John 12:31) 

 

• “the ruler of the kingdom of the air, 

the spirit who is now at work in those 

who are disobedient” (Ephesians 2:2);  

 ________________________________ 

  

• “the whole world is under the control 

of the evil one” (I John 5:19). 



3. The command implies something 

important about what it means to 

be in fellowship with God’s people.  

 

Belonging is evidently more than 

casual attendance.  

 

 

It has a formal aspect to it that can 

be formally lost by an  

act of the Church.  

 



4. What does this imply about our 

connection with one another in a 

local Church and how we should 

convey to people what it means to be 

“members of one another in the body 

of Christ”?  
 

Romans 12:5 – “in Christ we, though 

many, form one body, and each 

member belongs to all the others.”  

 
 



5. How does the illustration used in 

verses 6-7 strengthen the truth about 

the way one part of the Church 

affects the whole church?  

  

I Corinthians 5:6-7   

 
“Your boasting is not good. Don’t you know that 

a little yeast leavens the whole batch of  dough? 

Get rid of  the old yeast, so that you may be a 

new unleavened batch—as you really are. For 

Christ, our Passover lamb, has been 

sacrificed.” 
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6. What should this teach us about 

Church membership?  

 

It should be a meaningful process that 

emphasizes a need for one another  

and a depth of  connection that  

involves inter-accountability.  

 

Where else do we see this in life?  

 

(home, school, work,  

government, athletics, nature).  



7. Accountability should offer 

protection with both positive and 

corrective reinforcements based on 

loving relationships of mutual care 

and encouragement.  

  

Hebrews 3:12-13 

“See to it, brothers and sisters, that none of you 

has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away 

from the living God. But encourage  

one another daily, as long as it is called  

‘Today,’ so that none of you may be  

hardened by sin’s deceitfulness.” 

 



8. What is accountability and 

how does accountability work?  

 

Accountability should be 

understood as an effort to  

help people keep their  

commitments to God.  

 

Accountability can be mutual  

or based on mentorship  
(Hebrews 3:12-13;13:17) 

 



Two mistakes in accountability relationships 

 

1. Duty without heart – Accountability 

relationships centered on certain parts of 

Christian performance. We judge the 

accountability relationship a success when we 

have completed our checklist of duties and 

character-questions. This fails because it does 

not reach our hearts or our delight in God. 

2. Confession without action – Accountability 

relationships with little expectation for change. 

When accountability focuses only on confession, 

it sometimes becomes a means to ease a guilty 

conscience through sharing your struggles.  
 



• “Fellowship is more than unconditional love that wraps its 
arms around someone who is hurting.  It is also tough love 
that holds one fast to the truth and the pursuit of 
righteousness.   

• For most Christians, the support side of the equation 
comes more easily than accountability and the subsequent 
discipline involved. Which is one reason the behavior of 
Christians is often little different from the behavior of non-
Christians. Maybe it’s because we simply haven’t taught 
accountability. Or maybe it’s because, in today’s fiercely 
individualistic culture, people resent being told what to do, 
and since we don’t want to “scare them off,” we succumb 
to cultural pressures.” 

• “But too often we confuse love with permissiveness.  It is 
not love to fail to dissuade another believer from sin any 
more than it is love to fail to take a drink away from an 
alcoholic or matches away from a baby.  True fellowship 
out of love for one another 
demands accountability.”  (Chuck Colson, The Body, p. 130) 

 



• Spiritual leaders have authority (Hebrews 13:17) and are to be honored 
by those under their charge. Sometimes their authority requires them to 
admonish, rebuke and warn people (I Thessalonians 5:12; Titus 1:13; 
2:15; 3:10-11).  As shepherds, leaders must protect and defend the flock 
(Acts 20:17, 28-31; Titus 1:9). They must engage ministries of discipline 
and restoration (I Corinthians 6:5; I Timothy 5:17-21; Galatians 6:1-
2). But Church elders are also warned not to exercise their leadership in 
a way that is “lording it over those entrusted to you” (I Peter 5:3). 

• There is only one Lord of the Church and He is the Chief Shepherd and 
overseer of the souls of the Church (I Peter 2:25; 5:4). All human 
leadership must be evident an extension of the will of the Lord of the 
Church. This means that while elders have authority, their leadership is 
always under and answerable to Jesus Christ. 

• A Church with the right kind of accountability must guard against 
becoming legalistic. It will need to teach and re-teach texts like Romans 
14-15 while practicing Hebrews 3:12-14. The leaders must be certain 
that the believers understand the difference between legalism and 
biblically based authority (see: Understanding Legalism parts 1, 2, 3, 4). 
Leaders will need to emphasize the difference between watching one 
another and watching out for one another.  

 

https://thinkpoint.wordpress.com/2011/04/12/avoiding-legalism/

