
Cared for in the middle of the Storm 
Matthew 14:22 And straightway Jesus constrained his 

disciples to get into a ship, and to go before 

him unto the other side, while he 

sent the multitudes away. 23 And when he had sent the 

multitudes away, he went up into a mountain apart 

to pray: and when the evening was come, he was 

there alone. 24 But the ship was now in the midst 

of the sea, tossed with waves: for the wind was 

contrary. 25 And in the fourth watch of the night 

Jesus went unto them, walking on the sea. 

26  And when the disciples saw him walking on the 

sea, they were troubled, saying, It is a spirit; and they 

cried out for fear. 27 But straightway Jesus spake 

unto them, saying, Be of good cheer; it is I; be 
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not afraid. 28 And Peter answered him and said, Lord, if 

it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water. 29 And 

he said, Come. And when Peter was come down out of the 

ship, he walked on the water, to go to Jesus. 30 

But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was 

afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, 

save me. 31 And immediately Jesus stretched forth 

his hand, and caught him, and said unto him, O thou of 

little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt? 32 

And when they were come into the ship, the wind ceased.  

 33 Then they that were in the ship came and 

worshipped him, saying, Of a truth 

thou art the Son of God. 34 And 

when they were gone over, they came into the land of 

Gennesaret. 35 And when the men of that place had 

knowledge of him, they sent out into all that country round 

about, and brought unto him all that were diseased; 36 And 
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besought him that they might only touch the hem of his 

garment: and as many as touched were made perfectly whole. 

1. Sent into the storm 14:22 And straightway Jesus 

constrained his disciples to get into a ship, and to 

go before him unto the 

other side, while he sent the multitudes away. 

a. Some basic truths you need to bear in mind as you read 

this story 

i. Jesus is God and knows exactly what is about to happen 

ii. He is sending His disciples straight into the storm and 

knows it 

iii. With the command there is a promise—they are going 

to the other side 

iv. This is a private lesson for His special servants 

b. They will be alone in a storm “in the will of God!” 

c. He constrained them, ordered them, told them to get into 

the ship and to go into the storm 
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d. Storms don’t come only when you get out of the will of 

God 

e. It helps us to listen closely to what He says so that we 

can have home in the middle of the storm 

i. They were told to go before Him to the other side 

ii. So they were going to make it 

iii. He was going to come to them 

iv. He knew exactly what He was doing in their lives 

f. Storms of life  

i. There are storms of correction where God is disciplining 

us or allowing us to suffer the consequences of our sin 

and rebellion 

ii. There are storms of growth where God is causing us to 

grow in our faith 

iii. There is no idea in the Bible that things in your life will 

go well if you obey God at all 

iv. Jesus warned us that we would have tribulation  

v. Whichever storm you are in you can know that He is at 

work in your life and has not abandoned you 

g. Today is a day for you to learn how to deal with all the 

problems and struggles you are facing, to know that He is 
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at work in your life in spite of the difficulties 

2. Separated to pray 23 And when he had sent the 

multitudes away, he went up into a mountain 

apart to pray: and when the evening was come, he 

was there alone. 
a. We have the promise that Jesus is ever praying for us 

Romans 8:34 Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that 

died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at 

the right hand of God, who also 

maketh intercession for us.  
b. He knew what was happening in the lives of the apostles 

c. He knows what is going on in your life Hebrews 4:14 

Seeing then that we have a great high 

priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son 

of God, let us hold fast our profession. 15 

For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched 

with the feeling of our 
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infirmities; but was in all points tempted 

like as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us therefore 

come boldly unto the 

throne of grace, that we may 

obtain mercy, and find grace to help 

in time of need. 
d. He prayed for their faith  

e. You can be certain that He is praying for you right now. 

He knows where you are and exactly what is happening in 

your life 

f. Hold on in the middle of your problems and heartache. 

Keep trusting God. He is at work in your life 

g. Know that He cares about you. He is praying for you. He 

is at work in your life right now. He will meet your needs. 

You can trust Him 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3. Suffering alone in the storm 24 But the ship was now in 

the midst of the sea, tossed with waves: for the 

wind was contrary. 
a. Regardless of the promises right now they are alone and 

afraid 

b. They are in the middle of the storm and the sea, 

drowning and death must seem like a real possibility 

c. If they thought Jesus had sent them on before Him to the 

other side right now they might be doubting 

d. When problems come it is easy to lose focus 

e. We begin to think of ourselves, our desire to survive kicks 

in  

f. They are left alone on purpose 

g. This is the time to get ready to learn the lesson 

h. In their strength they might not have been so receptive 

as they will be now 

i. Could it be that you were not really listening nor willing to 

listen until the storm got rough and danger was 

imminent?  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4. The Savior came to them 25 And in the fourth watch 

of the night Jesus went unto them, 

walking on the sea. 26 And when the disciples saw 

him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, 

It is a spirit; and they cried out for fear. 27 But 

straightway Jesus spake unto them, saying, Be of good 

cheer; it is I; be not afraid.  
a. It is very late somewhere between 3 and 6 am 

b. That means that they have been rowing now for many 

hours alone, 6 or 7 hours 

c. The storm has been about to kill them  

d. It should never have taken this long to get to the other 

side  

e. Sometimes it seems that God is far off and unconcerned 

about my problems, even Paul felt that way on occasion 

II Corinthians 1:8  For we would not, brethren, have you 

ignorant of our trouble which came to us in 

Asia, that we were pressed out of 
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measure, above strength, 

insomuch that we 

despaired even of life:  
f. Jesus comes to us in the middle of our storms Isaiah 43:2 

When thou passest through the 

waters, I will be with thee; 

And through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: 

When thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be 

burned; Neither shall the flame kindle upon thee. 

g. They were afraid but He came walking on the water, 

which is what caused them fear 

h. They didn't recognize Jesus because they weren't 

expecting Him 

i. Fear and faith can’t live in the same heart because fear 

blinds our eyes to the presence of the Lord  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5. Sinking showing his weak faith 28 And Peter answered him 

and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee 

on the water. 29 And he said, Come. And when Peter was 

come down out of the ship, he walked on the 

water, to go to Jesus. 30 But when he saw the 

wind boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to 

sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save me. 31 And 

immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and 

caught him, and said unto him, O thou of little 

faith, wherefore didst thou doubt? 32 And 

when they were come into the ship, the wind ceased. 

a. Jesus will soon leave the disciples alone so they need to 

grow and be ready for that day 

b. They must believe Him when they can’t see Him 

c. Now Peter takes a giant step of faith. 

d. When he considers what he has done, where he is and 

what is happening his faith gets weak  
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e. Suddenly he wasn't just focused on Jesus but also on his 

circumstances 31 And immediately Jesus stretched 

forth his hand, and caught him, and said unto him, O 

thou of little faith, wherefore didst 

thou doubt? 

f. Even in his doubt and fear he knew who to call on 

g. Faith is obeying in spite of the consequences 
 

6. Strengthened faith worships 33 Then they that were in the 

ship came and worshipped him, saying, Of a 

truth thou art the Son of 

God. 
a. Peter gets pulled out of the water, the storm is calmed 

b. Jesus finishes what He started Hebrews 12:2 Looking 

unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for 

the joy that was set before him endured the cross, 
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despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of 

the throne of God.  
c. They have seen Jesus feed thousands 

d. They have seen Him walk on the water and the sea be 

calmed 

e. Peter knowing He was God had asked to be commanded 

to come to Him because Jesus could control the 

circumstances and win over them 

f. Now they worship Him recognizing who He really is 

7. Serving follows the lesson 34 And when they 

were gone over, they came into the land of 

Gennesaret. 35 And when the men of that place had 

knowledge of him, they sent out into all that 

country round about, and brought unto him all that 

were diseased; 36 And besought him that they might only 

touch the hem of his garment: and as many as touched 

were made perfectly whole. 
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a. As soon as they got to the other side it was time to get 

back to work 

b. The disciples were seeing the won who could calm the sea 

heal the sick 

c. They saw that people knew who Jesus was and what He 

was able to do 

d. Their faith is strengthened and they are ready to serve 

e. What has God been trying to teach you? 

f. How has He been trying to mature you? 

g. Have you been allowing the circumstances of life cause 

you to get your eyes off of Jesus and into doubt? 

h. Is it time to cry out for help right now? 
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