
“The Righteous Shall Live by Faith”                       
Romans 1:17

The Righteousness of God
• What is righteousness? The Mesopotamian term itself comes from a river reed, which was used as a 

construction tool to judge the horizontal straight lines of walls and fences. God chose this word 
because He is the straight edge, the ruler by which all things are evaluated. (The Gospel according to 
Paul, Bob Utley)

• According to the Baker Encyclopedia:
• No one is righteous apart from Jesus Christ (Romans 3:10)
• It is a relational term – we become sons and daughters of God
• It is a dynamic expression for newness of life – God expects us to relate to Him righteously 

(Romans 8:9-11)
• It is an expression of hope – the fullness of righteousness will be manifested at the coming of 

our Lord Jesus, when all those who have been justified will also be glorified (Romans 8:30)
From Faith for Faith

• There are a few ways to look at this portion of scripture:
• From God’s faithfulness to our faith
• From one degree of faith to another
• By faith from start to finish

“The Righteous Shall Live By Faith” (Habakkuk 2:4)
• Also written “the just shall live by faith.” The words just and righteous are one in the same
• This could also be understood “the justified-by-faith ones shall live” Believer’s Bible Commentary
• I like how Les Feldick puts faith, “taking God at His Word” 
• Hebrews 11:1-3 

Memory Verse
For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The 
righteous shall live by faith.” Romans 1:17
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