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Introduction: 
 
We're familiar with noise.  It's around us everywhere.  Noise/sounds give us an indication 
of some action, attitude or thought.  Our world is full of noise.  Here are a few noises 
which will evoke a certain recall in your mind: 
 

��The tide rolling in and breaking against the rocks on a cragged cliff 
��The sound of a baby cooing contentedly 
��The sound of the wind blowing through a forest as a might storm approaches 
��The annoying sound of the beep after the radio says "This is a test of the…" 
��The sound of a soda can opening as the thirsty drinker pops the tab 
��The sound of an emergency vehicle as it rushes to the scene of someone needing 

help 
��The sound of a train as it thunders down the rails delivering thousands of tons of 

freight to its final destination 
 
___________ 
 
 

��70% of students in today's high-schools have cell phones. 
��2.5 TV's for every house 
��Nielson reports that TV is America's #1 friend. 
��The average American household in 2008 watched 8 hours and 18 minutes of TV 

a day.  The average American watches roughly 142 hours of TV every month. 
 

Nielson:   
"Our numbers show that TV remains the dominant choice for most Americans, yet 
time-shifting (TVO-DVR), as well as videos on the internet and on mobile phones, 
continue to be the trends to watch." 

 
Referring to the internet, cell phones and TV Nielson said, "Americans keep finding more 
time to spend with the three screens.  TV use is at an all-time high, yet people are also 
using the internet more often—31% of which is happening simultaneously." 
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Technology isn't evil.   But it has no soul.  Technology isn't evil but it has no breath.  As I 
read Jeremiah 10, I am reminded of the desire that man has to replace God with other 
things in his heart.  While technology like other things in this world is not inherently evil, 
I'd like for us this morning to consider taking a step back and evaluating what is 
capturing our attention and where are we directing our affections! 
 
Jeremiah 10:1-15  
Hear ye the word which the LORD speaketh unto you, O house of Israel: Thus saith the 
LORD, Learn not the way of the heathen, and be not dismayed at the signs of heaven; for 
the heathen are dismayed at them. For the customs of the people are vain: for one cutteth 
a tree out of the forest, the work of the hands of the workman, with the axe. They deck it 
with silver and with gold; they fasten it with nails and with hammers, that it move not. 
They are upright as the palm tree, but speak not: they must needs be borne, because they 
cannot go. Be not afraid of them; for they cannot do evil, neither also is it in them to do 
good. Forasmuch as there is none like unto thee, O LORD; thou art great, and thy name 
is great in might. Who would not fear thee, O King of nations? for to thee doth it 
appertain: forasmuch as among all the wise men of the nations, and in all their 
kingdoms, there is none like unto thee. But they are altogether brutish and foolish: the 
stock is a doctrine of vanities. Silver spread into plates is brought from Tarshish, and 
gold from Uphaz, the work of the workman, and of the hands of the founder: blue and 
purple is their clothing: they are all the work of cunning men. But the LORD is the true 
God, he is the living God, and an everlasting king: at his wrath the earth shall tremble, 
and the nations shall not be able to abide his indignation. Thus shall ye say unto them, 
The gods that have not made the heavens and the earth, even they shall perish from the 
earth, and from under these heavens. He hath made the earth by his power, he hath 
established the world by his wisdom, and hath stretched out the heavens by his discretion. 
When he uttereth his voice, there is a multitude of waters in the heavens, and he causeth 
the vapours to ascend from the ends of the earth; he maketh lightnings with rain, and 
bringeth forth the wind out of his treasures. Every man is brutish in his knowledge: every 
founder is confounded by the graven image: for his molten image is falsehood, and there 
is no breath in them. They are vanity, and the work of errors: in the time of their 
visitation they shall perish.  (KJV) 
 
 
Society has lost its voice: 
 
At an average Sunday service we'll join together in singing many beautiful songs in 
praise and adoration of the Lord.  However, America isn't used to singing.  Pop culture 
shows like American Idol and other star-searching endeavors draw the crowds out to 
croon a tune, but America isn't used to singing.  Society has lost its voice.  A writer for 
Times online said, "Music is no longer something you produce.  It is something you 
consume."  America has slipped into the lazyboy of self-gratification and is slowly losing 
the voice that sings "so proudly we hail at the twilight's last gleaming…"  The writer goes 
on to say "Why trouble to sing when you can get a far better noise by pressing a button?"  
With the invention of IPods and MP3 players the voices of our young people are being 
silenced.  "The new media, which were supposed to put people in closer contact with 
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each other, have in fact increased the distance between them.  Music is…becoming [the 
source] of solitary addiction." 
 
If society has lost its voice, what is the sound of the believer?  What does a believer 
sound like? 
 
 
1. The Spirit-filled believer directs his words to the Almighty Creator. 

 
2. The Spirit-filled believer develops his way of communicating truth 

to a world in desperate need of the truth. 
 

(1:6)When Jeremiah began prophesying he acknowledged that he could not speak, 
for he was young and inexperienced.  The Lord assured him of His divine 
presence and because the words would be from the Lord that Jeremiah would be 
as a fortified city, an iron pillar and a bronze wall set against a city that would not 
destroy him.  (1:18) 
 
Three principles for communicating God's truth: 
 

1. The truth is the offense not you. 
2. The truth is the answer for what we need most. 
3. The truth is authored by God. 

 
 

The world is on the fast track to effective communication.  During the Presidential 
Inauguration of President Barak Obama reports showed that the coverage for the 
inauguration was nearly 35 times more than the last Presidential inauguration in 
2004 of President George Bush.  American's are impatient.  They can't wait for 
information.  We also have become quite efficient with disseminating 
information.  From text messaging, blogs, websites, and podcasting we are in a 
deluge of developmental communication technology.   
 
How have you responded to this influx of technology?  How have you developed 
the communication of truth?  What steps have you taken to make your 
communication a ministry. 
 
Some principles for effective communication of truth: 
 

1. Truth is always relevant—its unchanging. 
2. Society is thirsty for absolutes. 
3. The believer is God's earthly messenger for His truth. 
4. Constantly examine the influence and means of your communication of truth. 
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3. The Spirit-filled believer distinguishes himself from the world by 
the taste, sound, and spirit of the world music system. 

 
 
 1 John 2:15-17 

Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the 
world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of 
the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is 
of the world. And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth 
the will of God abideth for ever.  (KJV) 
 
Our pop culture (both teens and adults alike) is caught up in an entertainment 
phenomenon.  In Wal-Mart stores across America this past Christmas Guitar Hero 
4 World Tour was a huge hit.  American families spent millions of dollars on this 
virtual reality rock band video game.  Shelves were empty as soon as they were 
stocked.  Here are a few of the song titles for the latest version, this is what 
society wants to sound like: 

• "Beautiful Disaster" -- 311 
• "The Kill" - 30 Seconds to Mars 
• "Too Much Too Young" - Airbourne 
• "Good God" - Anouk 
• "Hail to the Freaks" - Beatsteaks 
• "Rebel Yell" - Billy Idol 
• "Stillborn" - Black Label Society 
• "Weapon of Choice" - Black Rebel Motorcycle Club 
• "Scream Aim Fire" - Bullet For My Valentine 
• "Shiver" - Coldplay 
• "Love Removal Machine" - The Cult 
• "Feel the Pain" - Dinosaur Jr. 
• "Love Me Two Times" - The Doors 
• "Pull Me Under" - Dream Theater 
• "Hey Man, Nice Shot" - Filter 
• "Go Your Own Way" - Fleetwood Mac 
• "American Woman" - The Guess Who 
• "Freak on a Leash" - Korn 
• "Our Truth" - Lacuna Coil 
• "Prisoner of Society" - The Living End 
• "Trapped Under Ice" - Metallica 
• "Beat It" - Michael Jackson 
• "Soul Doubt" - NOFX 
• "Heartbreaker" - Pat Benatar 
• "Demolition Man (Live)" - Sting 
• "Toy Boy" - Stuck In The Sound 
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wikipedia.com says:   
 
"Guitar Hero is responsible for turning many people onto rock music." " Both 
Guitar Hero and Rock Band are seen as new methods of music distribution; an 
analysis for market research company NPD Group states that 'As the video games 
industry grows, it's becoming an ever-more attractive promotional outlet for all 
kinds of industries.'[95] The games have also been seen as a way to introduce 
younger generations to music of the past; bands such as Living Colour, Warrant, 
Poison, and Ratt have seen interest in their music rise due to the inclusion of their 
songs in the various Guitar Hero and other video games." 
 
Our youth are bombarded with the sound of society.  Christian parents now more 
than ever before are battling the noise of the world in their own homes.  It's not 
just the volume of the music that's drowning out Jesus in their 
homes it's the music itself that seeks to rob the desires of teens away 
from a holy and sanctified Lord.   
 

 
4. The Spirit-filled believer desires that Christ be reflected by the 

sound of his life. 
 

While we can use technology to serve as our voice, we must be careful that the 
sound of our life is a heart-felt cry to the Lord in utter dependence upon Him and 
a pleading to others to acknowledge His truth.  
 
What we need is: 
 

1. Worship that is heart-felt 
2. Worship that is truth-driven 
3. Worship that is transformational—acknowledging of truth and 

application of truth to daily living 
4. Worship that is all-consuming—body, mind, and soul 

  
 

Matthew 15:8 
This people draweth night unto me with their mouth, and honoreth me with their 
lips; but their heart is far from me.  But in vain they do worship me, teaching for 
doctrines the commandments of men. 
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Conclusion: 
 

��What does your life sound like?  Is truth ruling in your heart and relating 
to others? 

 
��Are you being faithful to proclaim truth to a world who so desperately 

needs to hear? 
 

��As it relates to communication—does your communication (both coming 
and going) sound like truth or the world? 

 
��When you worship Christ, are you allowing Him access to your heart or 

merely "going through the motions" like you've done for a long time.  Is 
your worship transformational? 


