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1. As we came to the close of Chapter 10 Saul has been anointed king of Israel.  

1 Samuel 10:24 NAU - "Samuel said to all the people, "Do you see him whom 
the LORD has chosen? Surely there is no one like him among all the people." So 
all the people shouted and said, "Long live the king!"  

2. Saul’s kingdom was wrought with problems from the beginning.  

A. They were plagued by the moral corruption that brought them to reject God and 

seek a king in the first place.  

B. In addition, long before the final great division of Israel and Judah during the 

reign of Rehoboam, Solomon’s son, Israel suffered with geographical division to 

the north and south as well as the 2 ½ tribes dwelling on the eastside of the 

Jordan.  

C. They also suffered tribal divisions. At the close of the Book of Judges we read 

that Saul’s tribe of Benjamin was almost destroyed by civil war.  

 D. On top of all of this, from the very beginning Saul had opposition to his reign.  

1 Samuel 10:27 NAU - "But certain worthless men said, "How can this 
one deliver us?" And they despised him and did not bring him any present. 
But he kept silent."  

E. Israel was by no means a strong nation. Besides external threats, they were under 

constant threat of being destroyed from within. 

3. But we must not diminish the constant threat from external enemies. They had the 

Philistines to the west and the Ammonites to the east. The reason Israel claimed to desire 

a king like the other nations was so he would fight their battles.  

1 Samuel 8:19-20 NAU - "there shall be a king over us, 20 that we also may be 
like all the nations, that our king may judge us and go out before us and fight our 
battles."  

4. As we enter Chapter 11 the military abilities of their new king was about to be put to the 

test. Nahash the Ammonite has laid siege to Jabesh-Gilead which was about 40 miles from 

Saul’s city of Gibeah. The Ammonites and Moabites were the descendants of Lot by his 

daughters.  

Genesis 19:36-38 NAS - "Thus both the daughters of Lot were with child by their 
father.  37 And the first-born bore a son, and called his name Moab; he is the 
father of the Moabites to this day.  38 And as for the younger, she also bore a 
son, and called his name Ben-ammi; he is the father of the sons of Ammon to 
this day."  
A. Because of their wickedness they fell under God’s condemnation.  

Deuteronomy 23:3-4 NAS - "No Ammonite or Moabite shall enter the 
assembly of the LORD; none of their descendants, even to the tenth 
generation, shall ever enter the assembly of the LORD,  4 because they 
did not meet you with food and water on the way when you came out of 
Egypt, and because they hired against you Balaam the son of Beor from 
Pethor of Mesopotamia, to curse you."  
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B. The Ammonites continued as enemies to Israel. They were among those who 

sought to discourage and put to an end the rebuilding of the Temple after Israel 

returned from the Babylonian captivity.  

5 The people of Jabesh-Gilead were desperate. They were considering terms of surrender. 

1 Samuel 11:1-2 NAU - "Make a covenant with us and we will serve you."  2 But 
Nahash the Ammonite said to them, "I will make it with you on this condition, that 
I will gouge out the right eye of every one of you, thus I will make it a reproach on 
all Israel."  
A. Ancient military leaders treated their defeated foes in various ways. Some killed 

them outright. Others killed only the men to end their ability to recreate an army. 

Some would use other means to render the army unable to fight. One way was to 

cut off the thumbs and big-toes. This would leave them crippled and unable to 

hold a sword. 

B. Another way was to gouge out the right eye. This left them with a blindside as 

well as destroying depth perception. It rendered an army ineffective and reduced 

to servitude. It also displayed the superiority of the conquering army by 

humiliating the defeated foe. 

  The word for “reproach” in Verse 2 means “to disgrace” or “shame” 

6. But we have to recognize the full measure of what was happening. The Israelites had 

asked for a king like the nations. In seeking to make covenant with Nahash the Israelites 

in Jabesh-gilead were asking Nahash to be their king. This is interesting since Saul has 

already been made king. Apparently, they showed little confidence in Saul’s ability to 

deliver them. We also need to remember the family ties between Gibeah and Jabesh-

Gilead from the 400 virgins given to the tribe of Benjamin at the end of the Book of 

Judges.  

7. Saul’s actions demonstrated his skill as a leader.  

 A. First he united Israel.  

1 Samuel 11:7 NAU - "Whoever does not come out after Saul and after 
Samuel, so shall it be done to his oxen." Then the dread of the LORD fell 
on the people, and they came out as one man."  

B. Second, he led his army to victory and defeated the Ammonites with an 

overwhelming defeat 

1 Samuel 11:11 NAU - "Those who survived were scattered, so that no 
two of them were left together."  

9. Israel enjoyed a great deliverance. The word for deliverance is seen in Verses 9 & 13 

 h['WvT. (Teshuah)  

A. It’s used elsewhere and often translated “salvation” 
Psalm 37:39 NAU - " But the salvation of the righteous is from the LORD; 
He is their strength in time of trouble."  
Isaiah 45:17 NAU - "Israel has been saved by the LORD With an 
everlasting salvation; You will not be put to shame or humiliated To all 
eternity."  

 B. This is also how the KJV & ESV translates it 

1 Sam 11:13 KJV - "for to day the LORD hath wrought salvation in Israel."  
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10. What we must not miss in this passage is the source of their salvation. An outsider might 

be tempted to give the credit to Saul. After all, he’s the one who united Israel, raised up 

the army, and led them into battle. There was a great air of confidence in Saul and his 

army. 

1 Samuel 11:9 NAU - "Tomorrow, by the time the sun is hot, you will have 
deliverance."  

11. But Saul wasn’t the source of the victory. Saul spoke well in Verse 13 

1 Samuel 11:13 NAU - "today the LORD has accomplished deliverance in 
Israel."  

 

I. God was the source of Israel’s great victory 

 A. It was truly sad that Israel rejected God as their King choosing instead a man 

  God had always been the source of their salvation from every enemy 

Proverbs 21:31 NAU - "The horse is prepared for the day of battle, But 
victory belongs to the LORD."  

  1. Moses calmed Israel as the Egyptians approached the Red Sea 

Exodus. 14:13 NAU - "Moses said to the people, "Do not fear! 
Stand by and see the salvation of the LORD which He will 
accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you have seen 
today, you will never see them again forever."  

  2. Moses sang after the great defeat of the Egyptians 

Exodus. 15:2-4 NAU - "The LORD is my strength and song, And 
He has become my salvation; This is my God, and I will praise Him; 
My father's God, and I will extol Him.  3 "The LORD is a warrior; The 
LORD is His name.  4 "Pharaoh's chariots and his army He has cast 
into the sea; And the choicest of his officers are drowned in the Red 
Sea."  

  3. David writes in Psalm 3 

Psalm 3:7-8 NAU - "Arise, O LORD; save me, O my God! For You 
have smitten all my enemies on the cheek; You have shattered the 
teeth of the wicked.  8 Salvation belongs to the LORD; Your 
blessing be upon Your people!"  

  4. Again, we read in Psalm 27 

Psalm 27:1 NAU - "The LORD is my light and my salvation; Whom 
shall I fear? The LORD is the defense of my life; Whom shall I 
dread?"  

  5. Isaiah writes: 

Isaiah 12:2 NAU - "Behold, God is my salvation, I will trust and not 
be afraid; For the LORD GOD is my strength and song, And He has 
become my salvation."  

 B. Now Israel has insisted on an earthly king – but God is still acting as their Savior 

1. Sadly, when Nahash the Ammonite laid siege to Jabesh-gilead Israel still 

did not look to God. Instead they searched high and low for another 

deliverer 

1 Samuel 11:3 NAU - "Let us alone for seven days, that we may 
send messengers throughout the territory of Israel. Then, if there is 
no one to deliver us, we will come out to you."  
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  2. It was by mercy that God raised up a deliverer 

   It was God who raised up Saul 

1 Samuel 10:24 NAU - "Samuel said to all the people, "Do you see 
him whom the LORD has chosen? Surely there is no one like him 
among all the people." So all the people shouted and said, "Long 
live the king!"  

  3. It was God who stirred Saul’s heart to go to war with the Ammonites 

1 Samuel 11:6 NAU - "Then the Spirit of God came upon Saul 
mightily when he heard these words, and he became very angry."  

  4. It was clearly God who gave them the victory 

1 Samuel 11:13 NAU - "for today the LORD has accomplished 
deliverance in Israel."  

 

II. What a wonderful truth this is for us – “Salvation is of the LORD” 

A. First, we must understand the Sovereignty of God in Salvation – Salvation is of 

the Lord 

1. Israel was not looking to God to deliver them. And Nahash the Ammonite 

wasn’t particularly worried that they would find a deliverer. 

Yet, God raised up a deliverer. God raise up Saul and then enabled Israel 

to defeat the Ammonites. Saul knew it was all of God. 

2. Salvation is of the Lord. God sends a Savior to a people who did not seek 

Him. Isaiah wrote: 

Isaiah 65:1 NAU - "I permitted Myself to be found by those who did 
not seek Me."  

3. Salvation is an act of God’s sovereign will. This doesn’t remove human 

responsibility.  

a. Surely Saul raised up the army and went to war. But don’t forget 

this is Saul who hid behind the baggage; This is Saul who wasn’t 

even successful in rounding up some wandering donkeys. He 

didn’t exactly exude confidence.  

1 Samuel 10:27 NAU - "But certain worthless men said, 
"How can this one deliver us?"  

b. God raised up Saul. God poured His Holy Spirit out upon Saul to 

make him a mighty leader. It was all of God. 

4. The Bible teaches that salvation is God’s work from start to finish – 

Salvation is of the Lord 

a. Saul was a man of God’s own choosing. He was chosen by God 

and equipped by God. 

1 Samuel 11:6 NAU - "Then the Spirit of God came upon 
Saul mightily"  

b. Our salvation was a work of God’s sovereign grace. Jesus was the 

Savior of God’s own choosing. He was sent and equipped by God. 

Isaiah 61:1 NAU - "The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 
Because the LORD has anointed me To bring good news to 
the afflicted; He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 
To proclaim liberty to captives And freedom to prisoners"  
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c. Martin Luther: 

 Did we in our own strength confide, 

Our striving would be losing; 

Were not the right Man on our side, 

The Man of God’s own choosing: 

Dost ask who that may be? 

Christ Jesus, it is He; 

Lord Sabaoth His Name, 

From age to age the same, 

And He must win the battle. 

B. The Supremacy of Christ in Salvation 

  1. Our salvation is the great display of God’s eternal purpose of redemption 

   God looked upon the fallen race of humanity and chose a multitude 

2. This was not due to any good thing foreseen in us – He chose us as 

wretched sinners. It was all of grace. Salvation is of the Lord. 

3. How could God justify the ungodly without violating His perfect justice? 

God’s perfect plan involved a substitute.  

a. This substitute had to be perfect in every way. He had to fulfill all 

righteousness. He had to meet the Law’s demands. Jesus perfectly 

met this requirement.  

b. In addition, God’s condemnation of sin had to be removed. We 

were guilty and under the fury of God’s wrath. Jesus came to 

suffer in our place. He came to endure God’s infinite wrath. Only 

the Divine infinite Christ could bear God’s infinite judgment.  

  4. Jesus alone is our perfect Savior – God’s only Redeemer 

   Christianity is a narrow way. It is the only way of eternal life 

 C. The sufficiency of Christ in salvation - What must we do? 

1. This is the most important question in this life? What must we do to be 

saved? Where you spend eternity depends on how you answer this 

question. 

2. It was asked by many in the New Testament 

 a. The Rich Young Ruler 

Mark 10:17 NAU - "As He was setting out on a journey, a 
man ran up to Him and knelt before Him, and asked Him, 
"Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?"  

 b. The Jews asked it after listening to a sermon preached by Peter 

Acts 2:36-37 KJV - "Therefore let all the house of Israel 
know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, 
whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ.  37 Now when 
they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said 
unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, 
what shall we do?"  

 c. The Philippian Jailor asked it of Paul and Silas 

Acts 16:30 NAU - "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?"  
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3. The answer was always consistent 

 a. Jesus to the Rich Young Ruler 

Mark 10:21 NAU - "go and sell all you possess and give to 
the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, 
follow Me."  

 b. Peter to the Jews 

Acts 2:38 NAU - "Peter said to them, "Repent, and each of 
you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins"  

 c. Paul to the Philippian jailor 

Acts 16:31 NAU - "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will 
be saved"  

4. The answer is always the same. Salvation is of the Lord. Christ alone! 

Repent of your sins and trust in the Lord Jesus Christ. Turn from your sin 

and follow Him. It demands resting upon the sufficiency of Christ. 

5. Our assurance rests upon His perfect work. Doubts often come from a 

failure to trust fully in the sufficiency of His sacrifice upon the cross 

 

Conclusion: 
1. Finally, what is your source of confidence as you live from day to day? Life is full of 

adversity. Affliction often comes. Where do you place your hope? 

2. Many look to government as their strength. Where do you look. What about technology? 

3. Our answer must always be the same.  

1 Samuel 11:13 NAU - "the LORD has accomplished deliverance"  
 

 

 


