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Matthew 8:17 “This was to fulfill what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet: ‘He Himself took our infirmities and carried away 
our diseases.’”  
 
 
John 12:38 “This was to fulfill the word of Isaiah the prophet which he spoke: ‘Lord, who has believed our report? And to whom 
has the arm of the Lord been revealed?’”  
 
 
1 Peter 2:24-25 “and He Himself  bore our sins in His body on the  cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; 

for by His wounds you were healed. For you were continually straying like sheep, but now you have returned to the Shepherd 
and Guardian of your souls.” 
 
 
Acts 8:32-35 “Now the passage of Scripture which he was reading was this: ‘He was led as a sheep to slaughter; and as a lamb 
before its shearer is silent, so He does not open His mouth. In humiliation His judgment was taken away; who will relate His 
generation? For His life is removed from the earth.’ The eunuch answered Philip and said, ‘Please tell me, of whom does the 
prophet say this? Of himself or of someone else?’ Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning from this Scripture [Isaiah 53] 
he preached Jesus to him.” 
 
 
1 Peter 10-11 (NIV) “Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to you, searched intently 
and with the greatest care, trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when 
he predicted the sufferings of the Messiah and the glories that would follow.” 
 
 
 
I.       The Exaltation of Jesus Christ (52:13-15) 
 
 

A. He Is Exalted Because of His Prospering (52:13) 
 
 

1 Corinthians 2:8 (ESV) “None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they had, they would not have 
crucified the Lord of glory.” 
 
 
2 Corinthians 4:4 “the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the 
light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.” 
 
 
 
Philippians 2:8-11 “Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the 
point of death, even death on a cross.  For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the 

name which is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow, of those who are in heaven 
and on earth and under the earth, and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father.” 
 
 
 



B. He Is Exalted Because of His Humiliation (52:14)  
 
 
 
C. He Is Exalted Because of His Accomplishment (52:15) 
 
 

 
“But Christ is both our priest and our sacrifice, and He doesn’t need to be cleansed. In fact, the sprinkling of His blood 
is pure enough and lavish enough to cleanse ‘many nations’ [Isaiah 52:15a]. He touches the unwashed, the unclean, 
the outsiders, making them fit for God. This is something new. All the world’s top experts never thought of removing 
our guilt this way. That the servant of the Lord would judge our evil by bearing it Himself in His own sufferings─even 
we who know the gospel struggle to grasp it. But this was the joy set before Him─to cleanse the very                             
ones dehumanizing Him. One solitary man, abandoned, ground into the dirt under our heel, giving to us in return                    
life-transforming purity─ it’s the only way lepers like us are healed.”                                                     ─Ray Ortlund, Jr. 
 
                                                                                            

 
 
 
 

II.      The Rejection of Jesus Christ (53:1-3) 
 
 

A. The Messiah Will Be Rejected Because He Seemed to Be a Nobody (53:1-2) 
 
 

John 6:67 “You do not want to go away also, do you?” 
 
 
 
 

B. The Messiah Will Be Rejected Because He Was Unappealing to Their Flesh (53:3) 
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Sermon 1:  Christ Exalted and Humiliated 

Isaiah 52:13-15; 53:1-3 

Series: Isaiah Presents the True Christ of Christmas 

 

Every year as we get close to the celebration of Christmas, I go on a rant about how most people in our 

nation miss what the celebration is really all about. As a whole, preachers (in my opinion) don’t do 

enough to help the situation. Many of the sermon books that focus on Christmas are shallow, sappy, and 

devoid of the doctrinal truth of Christ’s birth and His mission. This year I want to focus on perhaps the 

greatest passage in Scripture on the person of Christ and why this One who was fully God took on human 

flesh. The amazing thing about this series is that my text is found in the Old Testament – in the book of 

Isaiah. I have entitled this four-part series, Isaiah Presents the True Christ of Christmas. 

  

The exact text we will be examining in this four-part series is Isaiah 52:13 – 53:12. Keep in mind that 

while the text is verbally inspired and inerrant, the chapter and verse divisions are not inspired. They were 

added hundreds of years after the inspired (God breathed) text was given to godly men by the Holy Spirit. 



There shouldn’t be a division between Isaiah 52:13-15 and Isaiah 53:1-12. When I refer to “Isaiah 53” in 

this series, I am including chapter 52:13-15.  

 

It is interesting to read what great Bible scholars through the ages have said about this passage in Isaiah. 

Kyle Yates, a popular Old Testament Professor at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, called Isaiah 

53, “The Mount Everest of Old Testament prophesy.” Charles Spurgeon called Isaiah 53 “A Bible in 

miniature, the Gospel in its essence.” The renowned Old Testament Scholar, Dr. Franz Delitzsch said of 

Isaiah 53, “It looks as if it had been written beneath the cross upon Golgotha.” Another Old Testament 

Scholar, Dr. Engnell said, “Without Exaggeration, [it is] the most important text of the Old Testament.” 
[All quotes taken from a sermon by Dr. Danny Aiken, President of Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary]  
 

What we have in Isaiah 53 is one of the most detailed descriptions of the cross and its necessity about 700 

years before it happened in time.  

 

One of the ways we see the importance of this passage is to note that it is referred to or quoted an 

estimated eighty-five times in the New Testament. Here are some examples:  

 

Matthew 8:17: “This was to fulfill what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet: ‘He Himself took our 

infirmities and carried away our diseases.’”  

 

John 12:38: “This was to fulfill the word of Isaiah the prophet which he spoke: ‘Lord, who has believed 

our report? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?’”  

 

1 Peter 2:24-25: “and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and 

live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed. For you were continually straying like sheep, 

but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls.”  

 

When the Holy Spirit led Philip to go to a wilderness road to meet an Ethiopian government official who 

was seeking the Lord, the Ethiopian was reading from Isaiah 53. Acts 8:32-35: “Now the passage of 

Scripture which he was reading was this: ‘He was led as a sheep to slaughter; and as a lamb before its 

shearer is silent, so He does not open His mouth. In humiliation His judgment was taken away; who will 

relate His generation? For His life is removed from the earth.’ The eunuch answered Philip and said, 

‘Please tell me, of whom does the prophet say this? Of himself or of someone else?’ Then Philip opened 

his mouth, and beginning from this Scripture [Isaiah 53] he preached Jesus to him.”  

 

This Scripture answers all of the speculation about whether Isaiah 53 was referring to Israel, Isaiah 

himself, or Jesus Christ. It was referring to Jesus! Acts 8:35: “Then Philip opened his mouth, and 

beginning from this Scripture he preached Jesus to him.” 

    

In Old Testament times, one of the things that confused the Rabbis and prophets was the twin themes in 

Isaiah 53 of exaltation and humiliation. These opposites both are woven through this passage. Just one of 

many examples of this twin theme running through this passage is seen in comparing Isaiah 52:13 with 

Isaiah 52:14b. Isaiah 52:13: “Behold, My servant will prosper, He will be high and lifted up and greatly 

exalted.” Isaiah 52:14b (NIV): “his appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any human being and his 

form marred beyond human likeness.” These twin themes of exaltation and humiliation led to some 

wondering if there were two messiahs – one who was exalted and one who was humiliated. 1 Peter 1:10-

11 (NIV): “Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to you, 

searched intently and with the greatest care, trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the 

Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when he predicted the sufferings of the Messiah and the glories that 

would follow.” 



  

This precious passage is divided into five stanzas of three verses each. The first stanza is 52:13-15; the 

second is 53:1-3; the third is 53:4-6; the fourth is 53:7-9; the fifth is 53:10-12. Today we are going to look 

at the first two stanzas and then over the next three Sundays, we will look at one stanza each week, 

concluding on Christmas day. 

 

I.  The Exaltation of Jesus Christ (52:13-15)  
These verses actually give us a summary of the whole prophesy. The “servant” is of course the Lord Jesus 

Christ, the Messiah.  

A.  He Is Exalted because of His Prospering (52:13) 
The word translated “prosper” is translated “act wisely” and “succeed” in other translations. I think the 

best translation is “succeed.” Even in His going to the cross, the Lord Jesus was succeeding. It seemed 

like failure on Good Friday, but on Resurrection Sunday morning, it was obvious that the cross was a 

success. The resurrection was the Father’s affirmation that the Son’s sacrifice was sufficient and 

successful. The world did not know what happened when that crucifixion took place. 1 Corinthians 2:8 

(ESV): “None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they had, they would not have crucified the 

Lord of glory.” Isaiah is going to show us 700 years before the cross took place in history, that what 

seemed like the greatest failure of Christ was in reality the successful completion of why He who was 

God became man. 

  

The world didn’t understand the cross almost 2,000 years ago and the world still doesn’t understand it. 

How could the shameful death of Jesus on a humiliating cross be the world’s greatest success? Those of 

this world just don’t get it. They didn’t get it in the first century when Paul was writing to the Corinthians. 

The world didn’t get Isaiah’s prophesy; they didn’t get it when He was nailed to a cross on a hill called 

Calvary; they don’t get it today. If you’re feeling a little prideful that you do get it, repent! It is not 

because of your great intellect or your great powers of discernment. It is God who gave you eyes to see, 

because as 2 Corinthians 4:4 says, “the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that 

they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”  

 

The Holy Spirit opened your eyes to see the truth of the cross and the payment made there in your place. 

It is God who opened your eyes, gave you ears to hear, and a mind to understand the fact that the death of 

the Messiah bought for you what you could never earn! God the Son is exalted through what the world 

called shame – a cross. God the Son was successful in what seemed like His defeat. God the Son 

prospered on a cross that seemed the demonstration of total failure. Isaiah tells us about this 700 years 

before God, the Son, took on human flesh. 

 

It was doubtlessly this exaltation that Paul was referring to in Philippians 2:8-11: “Being found in 

appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a 

cross.  For this reason, also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above 

every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow, of those who are in heaven and on earth and 

under the earth, and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 

Father.”  

B.  He Is Exalted because of His Humiliation (52:14) 
I remind you that Isaiah is speaking of the Lord Jesus Christ on the cross. When Mel Gibson’s movie, The 

Passion of the Christ came out in 2004, the main criticism was that it was too brutal. While there certainly 

were some flaws and inaccuracies in the movie, the depiction of the brutality of the crucifixion and the 



suffering leading to being nailed to the cross seemed to be accurate. If anything, they toned down the 

physical horrors of the cross.  

 

When you understand Isaiah’s preview of the cross, I’m not sure how the actual event could have been 

any worse. When we piece together the Gospel accounts of the crucifixion, we see that Jesus had been 

through twelve hours of torture before he died. He was arrested in the middle of the night, struck, mocked, 

struck some more, had a crown of thorns shoved down on His head which would have caused 

excruciating pain and bleeding. He was scourged with a large strap that had pieces of bone and metal 

imbedded in it. His beard was ripped out; He was beaten some more; He was forced to carry the heavy 

cross through the streets of Jerusalem.  

 

After arriving at the place of the skull – Golgotha, He had nails driven in His hands and feet. His cross 

was then lifted up and dropped into a hole, which would have torn the flesh around where the nails had 

been driven in. Isaiah summarizes Christ’s appearance in verse 14 as, “His appearance was marred more 

than any man.” The ESV says, “His appearance was so marred, beyond human semblance.” The HCSB 

says, “His appearance was so disfigured that He did not look like a man.” The NIV says: “his appearance 

was so disfigured beyond that of any human being and his form marred beyond human likeness.” 

  

The enemies of Christ sought to destroy Him, disprove His claims of deity, and display Him as the 

ultimate example of defeat. Little did they know that they were simply carrying out what Isaiah 

prophesied about the coming Messiah! Their humiliation of Christ was in reality the key ingredient in His 

exaltation when He rose from the dead triumphing over Satan and every enemy and providing salvation 

for all who would repent of sin and trust in Him alone for salvation. 

C.  He Is Exalted because of His Accomplishment (52:15) 
This is referring to the sprinkling of blood in the Old Testament Law. There are several was the sprinkling 

of blood symbolized cleansing. For example, when a leper was healed, the priest sprinkled blood on him 

to show that this dreaded disease was washed away. That’s what Jesus does with moral lepers! On the 

Day of Atonement, the High Priest sprinkled blood on the mercy seat, the covering on the Ark of the 

Covenant, to symbolize God’s forgiveness allowing the people to dwell in the presence of God. Even the 

priests themselves had to be sprinkled with what Numbers 8:7 calls sprinkling “purifying water on them.”  

 

Jesus Christ is both our High Priest and our sacrifice. Ray Ortlund Jr. says it well, “But Christ is both our 

priest and our sacrifice, and he doesn’t need to be cleansed. In fact, the sprinkling of His blood is pure 

enough and lavish enough to cleanse ‘many nations’ [Isaiah 52:15a]. He touches the unwashed, the unclean, 

the outsiders, making them fit for God. This is something new. All the world’s top experts never thought 

of removing our guilt this way. That the servant of the Lord would judge our evil by bearing it himself in 

His own sufferings – even we who know the gospel struggle to grasp it. But this was the joy set before 

Him – to cleanse the very ones dehumanizing Him. One solitary man, abandoned, ground into the dirt 

under our heel, giving to us in return life-transforming purity – it’s the only way lepers like us are 

healed.” [Ray Ortlund, Jr. Isaiah: God Saves Sinners, pages 354-355] 

 

There seems to be a contrast between verse 14 and verse 15. In verse 14 there is shock at Christ’s abuse 

and in verse 15 there is shock with His accomplishments. Think about it; the undeserved suffering of 

Jesus Christ overcomes all the complicated religions of man. Kings will be left speechless as the simple 

Gospel about a crucified resurrected Savior who cleanses with His shed blood on a cross of shame spreads 

to the Gentiles causing them to turn away from their complicated religious systems to the crucified, 

resurrected Savior.  

 



Allow me to again quote Ray Ortlund Jr.: “If people do not sense that the Gospel is saying something 

unheard of in the usual remedies for human misery, are we speaking clearly?” [Ray Ortlund Jr., page 355]    

   

 We see first the exaltation of Jesus Christ. 

 

II.  The Rejection of Jesus Christ (53:1-3) 
Remember that the chapter divisions are not inspired and 53:1 continues the thought of Isaiah 52:15. As 

Isaiah, a Jew, looks to the future he sees the Gentile nations coming to the suffering Savior, but the Jews 

have few who have believed the message of the Gospel. The people closest to Christ missed who He 

really was and is.  

A.  The Messiah Will Be Rejected Because He Seems to Be a Nobody (53:1-2) 
 In Isaiah 53, the prophet begins to reveal things that would happen 700 years in the future. What he saw 

was a Messiah that was completely different from the one the Jews were expecting. Isaiah had it revealed 

that the Messiah would by and large be rejected by those who were waiting for Him to come. He asks a 

question in verse 1, “Who has believed our message?” The answer is, “Only a small remnant accepted 

Him for who he really was while He publicly ministered for three years in Israel.” Isaiah asks a second 

question in verse 1. “And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?” The obvious answer is “not 

many.” The message about the Messiah impressed very few. There was a period in Jesus’ ministry when 

large crowds flocked to Him primarily to see the miracles He performed. Some of the people believed that 

He was the one Israel was looking for, but most were disappointed because Jesus didn’t share their 

agenda. So many turned away from Him that we see Him asking His disciples in John 6:67: “You do not 

want to go away also, do you?” When Jesus came to Jerusalem for the final time, though the common 

people heard Him and followed Him, they didn’t really know who He was. They liked Him, but they did 

not worship Him as God in flesh. 

  

In verse 2 we see that the Messiah that most of the Jews were expecting did not resemble Jesus at all. 

When we hear the story of His birth, we think it is so precious – a poverty stricken young couple who 

were forced to go to Bethlehem to register for taxation. The young wife was due to deliver her first child 

at any time. The secret she kept from all except her husband and perhaps her cousin Elizabeth was that 

this baby was not only the Messiah, He was the Son of God. She was “with child” but a still a virgin. 

With no room in any of the homes or inns, her son would be born in a cattle stall. To us, that historical 

story is precious, but to the majority of the Jews it was anything but precious. 

  

When He grew up, He was not regal looking, taller than others like Saul, Israel’s first King. He was not at 

all like they expected. Instead of being like a regal tree, he was like a “tender shoot,” a humble little bush. 

He had no regal look about Him, no spectacular “handsomeness.” His whole demeanor, the way he lived 

did not appeal to carnal man (and it still doesn’t). As Charles Wesley wrote, He was the godhead “veiled 

in flesh.” He didn’t look the part of being the Messiah, the deliverer. 

B.  The Messiah Will Be Rejected because He Was Unappealing to Their Flesh 
(53:3) 

The word “despised” means to be considered worthless. That word is used two times for emphasis in 

verse 3. He was quickly dismissed by the Jewish leaders. Isaiah calls Him, “a man of sorrows and 

acquainted with grief.” That is not the Messiah the Jews were waiting for. It is not the kind of Savior 

people are looking for today. Most are looking for a Savior who makes them worldly successful. They are 

looking for a Savior who helps them fulfill their goals and dreams. Jesus’ view of life and money and 

possessions and lust and prayer and worship and pride and humility does not fit with our carnal wants and 



dreams. We want a man of constant fun and worldly fueled happiness; but He was a man of sorrows 

acquainted with grief. The phrase, “we did not esteem Him” means “He was a nobody to us.” 

 

Conclusion 

 

I cannot stop there. We are not just talking about the Jews that rejected Him. Many who sit in churches on 

Sundays have rejected this man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. As we will see in the coming three 

weeks, as we go through Isaiah 53, this One to whom we say with our lives and daily decisions – “we 

don’t esteem You. You are nobody to us,” has done something for us. He was bruised for us, He was 

wounded for us; He was beaten, mocked, scourged, crowned with thorns, and crucified for us. Our sins 

drove Him to the cross and His love for us kept Him there until He could cry out “It is finished” or 

literally, “Paid in full.” When we repent of our self-empowered, self-centered ways and look to Him in 

surrender and trust, we are changed! Totally changed – desires, longings, goals, attitudes, priorities, and 

most of all changed in our view and love for the man of sorrows who is acquainted with grief. Because of 

His sorrows and grief, we then have victory over death, sin, Satan, and self.   

 

 

NASB – unless otherwise stated all Scripture quotations taken from the New American Standard 

Bible. (www.lockman.org) 

 

NIV - The Holy Bible, New International Version® NIV® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by 

International Bible Society® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
 
 

 
 

 
              

 
 


