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If I were to ask us all what I asked of the children in the children's sermon 
(namely, to form an imaginative picture of the greatest warrior who ever lived), 
how many of us would have come up with a slain lamb? The normal picture of 
great warriors includes things like weapons and armor, size and intelligence, 
strength and speed. They do not include things like lambs, let alone dead lambs. 
That is the ironic picture, however, that John gives us here in Revelation: the 
greatest warrior Who ever lived was a slain lamb. More than that, it was in the 
very act of dying and then rising from the dead, that the Lamb achieved His 
greatest victory. That is what makes Him the worthy opener of the scroll and the 
seals on the scroll. 

Last week, we looked at the scroll itself, and we saw that the scroll contains 
God's plan for saving His people and judging God's enemies. We also saw that the 
One Who would open that scroll had to be powerful enough to carry out that plan, 
and wise enough to know what that plan contained. Here we see a description of 
Jesus Christ that matches those two requirements to a tee. 

The first thing we notice in our passage is the Lamb standing as though it 
had been slain. This could also be translated in the following way, “I saw a Lamb 
standing as slain.” That was its appearance. This jars any worldly perspectives on 
warriors, as we have noticed. The passage last week ended with the elder telling 
John that the Lion of the Tribe of Judah has conquered, and is worthy. Now we see 
this Lamb standing as though slain. This is the conquering Lion? Indeed, it is! And 
it is in the very slaying of that Lamb, and the rising of that Lamb from the dead 
that our sin is conquered. Has He conquered your sin? Have you made His blood 
yours? One need only repent and come to Jesus in faith. 

This Lamb is then described as having seven horns and seven eyes. 
Remember that we said that the opener of the scroll had to have all power and all 
knowledge? Well, in the Bible, horns signify power, and eyes signify knowledge. 
Having seven of each is not supposed to make us think of some grotesque literal 
image. Rather, the number seven is symbolic of fullness and completeness. 
Furthermore, horns signify strength and power in the Bible. So the Lamb has 
perfect strength, and because of the seven eyes, it has perfect knowledge. In other 
words, this Lamb is the Lion of the tribe of Judah, and the Lamb is fully worthy to 
open those scrolls, having both the knowledge of what the plan is, and the power 
to carry out that plan. 

We learn in verse 7 that the Lion Who is the Lamb went and took the scroll 
from the hand of the Him who sat on the throne. He does not need to be given the 
scroll. He has the authority to take it. 



The reason why He has that authority is given to us in the reaction of the 
heavenly host to the Lamb's taking the scroll. Their reaction is not only praise that 
the Lamb is worthy, but also an explanation of why the Lamb is worthy. Notice in 
verse 9, after the host praises the Lamb for being worthy, the host then goes on to 
sing “For You were slain, and have redeemed us to God by Your blood out of 
every tribe and tongue and people and nation.” In other words, the reason that the 
Lamb can open the scroll is that He has already started carrying out that great plan. 
The redemption of God's people is God's plan for God's people. Involved in that 
redemption is a defeat of God's enemies, which has also happened, in principle. 

So the situation where we find ourselves today resembles the situation in 
World War II after the invasion of Normandy Beach, and before the surrender of 
the German armies. The invasion date was and is today called D-Day (June 6, 
1944). However, VE day (Victory in Europe Day) was not until almost a year later 
on May 8, 1945. For almost a year, everyone lived in that in-between time. 
Looking back on the events, we can say that D-day was the beginning of the end 
for Hitler's Germany. That was when the fatal blow took place. However, there 
was an extensive mop-up operation required after that time, and even some of the 
most significant battles of WWII happened after D-day (such as the Battle of the 
Bulge in December of 1944). We live in similar times. Jesus Christ has had His D-
day on the first Easter morning. However, total and complete final victory will not 
be present until the second coming. We live in the in-between times. There is, 
however, a major difference between the analogy of D-day and what we 
experience. The Allies of WWII did not know for certain what the outcome of the 
war would be. We do. God has told us in advance what the outcome of the final 
war will be. Therefore, we need not live in fear that God's plan will somehow be 
overturned. 

One of the things that God uses to carry out His great plan is the prayers of 
the saints. We see these prayers in verse 8. The twenty-four elders have harps and 
golden bowls full of incense. That incense is immediately interpreted for us as the 
prayers of the saints. Perhaps we all need a reminder of what prayers do. It is true 
to say that prayer changes us, and not God. However, that is not all there is to say 
about prayer. God's plan all along, His unalterable plan, is to use the prayers of 
God's people as part of the accomplishment of His plan. You see, god wants to 
bring glory to Himself, and one of the ways He does that is to answer the prayers 
of God's people. As long as those prayers conform to the accomplishment of the 
plan, God answers them with a yes in His own good time. That is one reason why 
all our prayers must always conform to the kingdom of God. That is the ultimate 
meaning of the phrase “Thy kingdom come” in the Lord's Prayer. So, surely it is a 
great encouragement to pray when we know that we are helping to accomplish 
God's plan with our prayers. But we must always make sure that those prayers of 
ours conform to the furtherance of the kingdom of God. It must always be “Thy 



kingdom come,” not “My kingdom come,” and certainly not “Satan's kingdom 
come.” 

The last thing in the text for us to consider is the nature of this kingdom. In 
verse 10, we see that God has made “them” a kingdom and priests to our God. 
This language comes from Exodus 19, where Israel is said to be a kingdom of 
priests. 1 Peter also picks up on this language, and addresses it to all Christians. 
So, in the OT, the kingdom of priests is Israel. In the NT, the kingdom of priests is 
all believers in Christ, the new Israel. This new Israel has no geographical or 
genealogical boundaries. The new Israel is made up of people from every people 
group on earth. 

We should not miss the hint that John is here describing a last Exodus. 
Quoting from Exodus 19 means that all the people of the kingdom of God will be 
led out of what C.S. Lewis would call the Shadowlands, the lands of the here and 
now, and we will be reigning on the new heavens and the new earth. 

Notice carefully the end of verse 10: “we shall reign on the earth.” Many 
people believe that the eternal state is a disembodied ghost-like floating on the 
clouds carrying harps forever. No, it is the 24 elders who carry the harps, and we 
shall be located on the new earth. Don't forget that the New Jerusalem comes 
down out of heaven as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. She doesn't go 
up, but down when Christ comes back. The new earth will be transformed, with all 
remnants of evil and sin eradicated. Also, there will be no veil between heaven and 
earth. But make no mistake, we will reign on the earth, not in heaven. 

While we have already looked at some of the practical implications of this 
passage, it will help us to make a few more. Firstly, we need to make sure that our 
view of power is a biblical one. In other words, we should not be impressed by 
everything that the world finds impressive. The world is impressed by money, 
good looks, powerful muscles, eloquent speech, a dazzling smile, and vigorous 
youth. The world is not impressed by a Lamb looking as though it had been slain. 
So the world is not impressed by the Lamb, and we are not to be impressed by the 
world. This issue is tightly related to our fears. The fear of man and the fear 
of God are on a teeter-totter. If our fear of man goes up, our fear of God goes 
down. If our fear of God goes up, our fear of man goes down. This is a zero-sum 
game. In other words, we cannot fear both God and man at the same time. Also we 
cannot avoid both fears. We will either fear the one or the other at any given time. 
Jesus tells us which fear is better when He says that we should not fear those who 
can kill the body, and after that can do nothing more. Rather we should fear the 
One who can cast both body and soul into Hell itself. 

That fear must be carefully understood, however. If we are redeemed by the 
blood of the Lamb, then our fear of God is not the fear that a prisoner has of his 
judge, but rather the fear a son has of his father, presuming that the father is a 
loving and gracious, though also righteous father. It is not the fear of terror, but the 



fear of awe. We must hold God in awe. We must find Him impressive. One way to 
see this is the incredible wisdom that God uses in confounding the supposed 
wisdom of the world. As we have seen, our natural view of strength would not 
include the idea of a Lamb slain. We need our viewpoint to be reoriented. 

So also, we need our viewpoint of prayer to be updated. Do we have the 
long view of the kingdom of God in our vision as we pray? We most often pray for 
immediate things, such as health, health, and a few more issues related to health. 
Did I mention health issues? Not that those are wrong to pray for. But do we try to 
put those health issues in the context of the kingdom of God, such that praying for 
health issues is also praying for the kingdom of God? Do we pray for the sick 
person to get well so as to be fit for kingdom work? Or are we primarily 
concentrating on the avoidance of pain? What if experiencing pain was God's plan 
for kingdom expansion? If that were the case, then praying for an end of pain 
might be the wrong thing. Again, praying for an end to pain is not in itself wrong. 
It is only wrong when we make that the goal, instead of what will advance the 
kingdom of God. In other words, when we pray for pain to end, we must always 
make that subservient to God's kingdom plan. If it is His will to end the pain, then 
He will. 

Finally, if our vision of the kingdom is to be as big as John's vision (“people 
from every tribe, tongue, people, and nation”), then that means there can be no 
racism whatsoever among God's people. There is no problem with recognizing that 
other people have a different culture. The problem comes when we start to equate 
“different” with “inferior.” Do you see such differences as a barrier, or an 
opportunity? Surely, it is an opportunity to show Christ's love! 

So we worship the slain Lamb Who is also the Lion of the tribe of Judah. 
He is all powerful and all knowing. He sees all of God's plan, and He carries it out. 
He uses the prayers of the saints to carry out that plan. He redeems people to 
Himself by His own blood. He is worthy!      


