
Revelation Lesson 41
Thyatira: The Lascivious Church (Condemnation 1)

Revelation 2:20-21  Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest that
woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit

fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto idols.  21  And I gave her space to repent of her
fornication; and she repented not.

Wow! What a study last week!! What a fresh way of seeing Christ's Commendation to the Church
at Thyatira! However, there are “a few things” the Lord wants to straighten out there. Some things
He sees are NOT pleasing! So let's take a look at what these “few things” are and what “Jezebel”
has to do with them.

Notwithstanding – This word shows that there is about to be some diversity or addition to what
preceded.  It  thus,  marks opposition,  antithesis,  or  transition to another mode of  thought.  Here it
signals the departure from the “positive” remarks to those that are lacking thereto. 

I have a few things against thee, - As Christians we try to live unto the Lord and hopefully we
do as much as we possibly can to influence others in a positive way with the Gospel of Christ. At
times though, we find ourselves in sin and at times we may be unaware but you know if we open
our hearts and minds to the Lord He will not mince words, He will “tell it like it is.” As Bro. Waite
said:  “There  were  some  good  things  about  Thyatira,  but  the  Lord  had  some  things  against
them....I'm sure He has things against us.”

because thou sufferest – Here the understanding is: allowance. The word behind “sufferest”
mean to permit, or not hinder.  

that woman – The wording from the Greek literally means a female (or a wife) depending upon
the context. For example the word GUNE “goo-nay” (G1135) is used here. Also in Ephesians 1
Timothy 3:2 we read “...husband of one wife...” thus due to the previous word “husband” the word
GUNE does refer to a  married woman. Here in our verse there is no implication showing that
Jezebel  is  married.  Some argue  that  Jezebel  was married  because  of  the  parallels  to  the  Old
Testament Jezebel being married to King Ahab. Others point to Revelation 2:22 where it states
“...them that commit adultery with her...” So does this mean the Jezebel of Revelation is married or
no? Looking at the wording in Revelation 2:22 it says “them that commit adultery” thus it denotes
those that have sex with her are the ones committing adultery. Furthermore, both of our verses
tonight mention fornication. This fornication is two-fold, 1.) is Spiritual fornication which means
the person(s) “cheat” on the Lord by worshipping an idol, self, etc. 2.) Physical fornation in which
a harlot (male or female) is used during heathen temple “worship.” So the physical fornication
refers broadly to any type of sexual relations outside of marriage. Thus from all this I believe that
Jezebel was not married.

Jezebel, - Okay folks I really really got a bone to pick with these “Bible Scholar” commentators!!
Listen: Gill stated: “By her is meant the apostate church of Rome, comparable to Jezebel, the wife of
Ahab” then in the Jamieson, Fausset & Brown (JFB) Commentary it states: “The symbolical Jezebel
was to the Church of Thyatira what Jezebel, Ahab’s “wife,” was to him.” Even McGee gets in on the
act by saying: “Jezebel had brought paganism into the northern kingdom of Israel.  And evidently
there was in the local church at Thyatira a woman who had a reputation as a teacher and prophetess
who  was  the  counterpart  of  Jezebel,  the  consort  of  Ahab.”  Now,  while  I  agree  that  there  ARE
parallels to be drawn between the Old Testament Jezebel,  I  have to draw the line when these
“learned” men say SYMBOLIC. 



First, off I understand there are certain names we normally would NEVER use. For example we
don't really hear many children being named Adolf after the 1940s do we? We almost NEVER hear
of any Judases (look among the Norwegians and see how many Vidkun (you know Quisling) you
hear tell of after the 1940s). Even during the lifetime of Judas (the half-brother of Jesus see Matt.
13:55) after the tragedy of Judas Iscariot his name was even changed by the time we get his epistle
in the Bible – it sure ain't known as the Book of Judas but rather Jude! Besides the Beatles sure
would've  sounded silly.....er  with a  song called Hey Judas!  Most  say  they'd never call  a  child
Jezebel,  but look here Jack! I  KNOW a Jezebel  – my great-Aunt's  name – Jimmie “Jazabell”
Lovelace – is here on this Birth certificate from 1924. 

So let's remind ourselves of Who is “speaking” there in Revelation 2 – it's Jesus. From what I
know of  Him,  He sure  ain't  no  liar  (Hebrews  6:18)!!  So yes  folks  there  was  a  REAL woman
REALLY named Jezebel – which means: Where Is The Prince? and was developed from a ritual cry
used in worship ceremonies in honor of Baal during periods of the year when the god was considered to
be in the underworld. 

There parallels drawn between these two Jezebels are unmistakable. Allow me to overview just a few
things about the Old Testament Jezebel. You can read all about her in 1 Kings 16, 18-19 & 21 and 2
Kings 9. According to the Bible, Jezebel was born in royalty to the King of Tyre, she married into the
Northern Kingdom of Israel and incited her husband King Ahab to abandon the worship of God and
encourage worship of the deities Baal and Asherah instead. Jezebel persecuted the prophets of God, and
fabricated false evidence of blasphemy against Naboth, an innocent landowner who refused to sell his
property to King Ahab, causing the landowner to be put to death. For these transgressions against the
God and people of Israel, the Bible relates, that Jezebel met a gruesome death – she was thrown out of
a window by members of her own court, and the flesh of her corpse eaten by stray dogs!! So, Bro.
Waite says that: “Jezebel was a murderer. She was not only a worshiper of Baal with all the false idols,
and sezual immorarlity that went along with that worship, she slew the prophets of the Lord. Jezebel
was a “stirrer-upper” of wickedness and evil. She was a terrible, terrible wife. I wouldn't want a wife
like that, would you? I wouldn't want a wife to stir up evil.”

which calleth herself a prophetess, - Notice here that Jesus does not call her a prophetess,
the Church does not call her a prophetess, the people did not call her a prophetess, SHE called
HERSELF a prophetess!! 

There's a lot of men today who call themselves prophets and/or apostles. But we know that ain't
so! The Bible decrees that there were 12 Apostles only. Jesus indicates in John 11:13 that John the
Baptist was the last prophet. So much for that. There are many women today who call themselves
Pastors or Preachers. Let's get this thing aired out in the open now shall we? Because this is an
alternate form of the word prophet (messenger or preacher) and to prophesy can indicate the
speaking of a message. Thus what we are seeing here is that Jezebel was usurping authority over
the “angel” or messenger – the true Pastor of Thyatira and was teaching false doctrine and a false
unholy lifestyle. 

D. A. Waite shows that in recent statistics women preachers represent 7.9% of the preachers in
these united States!! Back in 1966 there were around 16,648 women preachers in the US of which
1,225 were Southern Baptists!! In 1986 there were some 20,730 women preachers in the US. In
2009  Barna  research  stated  that  10%  of  preachers  were  women.  In  2006  the  US  Labour
Department said that 1 out of 8 pastors was a woman! To be blunt one woman pastor is too many!
Do I say that because I am anti-woman? Ummmm. I'm married to one ain't I? The reason we at
Danieltown Baptist Church (Independent) DO NOT endorse women pastors is because the Bible is
against it! As the old preacher said: If the Good Book's agin' it then so am I!



The  word  elder  is  sometimes  used  for  pastors  in  the  Bible  and  in  the  Greek  that  word  is
PRESBUTEROS which  is  masculine  in  gender.  (See  Acts  20:17,  28)  Also  the  word  overseers
(EPISKOPOS) is a masculine word. Thus this renders the actual people in those roles as MALES
TOO.

Paul specifically warned against speaking in tongues and issued this warning: 1 Corinthians 14:34
Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak; but they
are commanded to be under obedience, as also saith the law.

Thus  if  this  was  the  standard for  “speaking  in  tongues”  then Women were  certainly  NOT to
preach!! This is abundantly clear. Well, some feminists or liberals will say that was Paul's opinion
or just the historical cultural standards of the day and that now we can reinterpret Scripture and
that it's okay for a woman to pastor or preach. You be careful of such nonsense, that's what the
Devil does he loves to “twist” Scripture. 

Again Paul notes in 1 Timothy 2:11-12 “Let the woman learn in silence with all subjection.  12  But
I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence.” You know
most and the majority of preaching and teaching is done with the learners (or those in subjection)
seated and the one speaking standing. That psychologically establishes a position of “authority”
above the learner. So you cannot tell me that a woman pastor or preacher ISN'T “usurping” the
man's authority. 

The Bible emphatically states that the pastor (or bishop as it was used then, before the Catholics
stole that word) was to be the HUSBAND of ONE WIFE. 1 Timothy 3:2  “A bishop then must be
blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to
teach;” Now some lesbians are gonna argue with that and say spouse of one spouse or some other
nonsense etc. Well the first verse there says: 1 Timothy 3:1 “This is a true saying, If a man desire
the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work.” The word for MAN is the WORD FOR A MALE IN
GENDER!!

The only way for women to support their “Anything you can do I can do better” stance on the issue
of the gender of the pastor is 1.) DISAVOW AND IGNORE THE CLEAR COMMANDMENT OF
GOD. And/or 2.) ENGAGE IN FALSE TEACHING.

This is part of our problem in America – that Men have forgotten their ROLE (1 Corinthians 6:9
Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither
fornicators,  nor  idolaters,  nor  adulterers,  nor  effeminate,  nor  abusers  of  themselves  with
mankind,) TO BE MANLY. BE A MAN! LET THE BEARD GROW. BE A GODLY MALE! Also
Women have largely  forgotten their role in  their  Liberation movement they've  largely  thrown
away the Bible and its Commands! AND both MEN AND WOMEN have largely forgotten the
WORD SUBMIT AND SUBMISSION UNTO GOD!

to teach – Here we find that the “sufferest” or the allowance from the Church is that Jezebel was
allowed to teach. Two divine barriers are extended over teaching that we find are applicable here:

1.) She as a woman was not supposed to “usurp authority over the man.” (1 Timothy 2:12). Also 2.)
Only Sound or Correct and Sound Doctrine is (was) to be taught. (Titus 1:9 & 2:1)

and to seduce – The word behind seduce is PLANO (G4105) and is a root from our word for
Planet is derived from its own Greek word. PLANO means to be “...like a planet moving all over
the place, [it] means to cause to go astray, to lead astray from the right way. That's what Jezebel
did to lead them from the truth into error, to deceive them.” (Waite)



my servants – Those that were serving the Lord faithfully. They did so until they were seduced
to leave the “strait and narrow” and follow Jezebel.

to commit fornication, - The context not only includes the understanding of the sexual sin in
the worship ritual(s) but this wording leans more to committing Spiritual fornication against the
Lord .

and to eat things sacrificed unto idols. - Part of the previous understanding stems from this
phrase. See when things were sacrificed to idols, the flesh that was left over was either eaten at the
feast/ritual service or sold by and to the poor in the marketplace. The commands were given in
Acts 15:20 and 29 for Gentiles who were converted to Christianity to not eat meats offered to idols
and here Jezebel was saying it was alright!!

And I gave her – Now as wicked, vile and evil Jezbel was NOTICE what the Lord says here: I
GAVE  HER.  Notice  that?  One  is  not  TOO  vile  or  wicked  to  receive  the  gift  of  salvation  or
repentance!!  

space – This means an unspecified amount of time. Having said that, how much longer is God
going to be patient with you or me concerning our “time to repent” over something?

to repent – We covered the Doctrine of Repentance in Lesson 37. But suffice it to say here: that
each time we feel that Godly sorrow of conviction (2 Corinthians 7:10) works repentance and we
confess to God that we are sorrow and ask Him to forgive us our sin, God says 1 John 1:9b “.... he
is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” So God has
promised to ALWAYS forgive His child of their sin. So these folks are saved, but Jezebel is so far
out of the will and plan of God that she is nearing the Sin unto Death. Many believe she was like
the Old Testament Jezebel – in that she wasn't saved at all. She needed to repent of a specific sin –
notice:

of her fornication; - This is a dual fornication of both Physical and more strongly Spiritual
fornication against God – idolatry. Thus she is saved and Christ has been very patient with her
and now notice:

and she repented not.  - I am certain that she figured she had done nothing wrong – for so
hardened is her heart.  It  is truly as Proverbs 30:20 states:  “Such is the way of an adulterous
woman; she eateth, and wipeth her mouth, and saith, I have done no wickedness.” Thus what a
sad, sad picture that mirrors Judges 16:20b “....And he wist not that the LORD was departed from
him.” Sadly Jezebel did not realize that her grace period of mercy had run out....

What will happen to her? To those that follow her? To the Church in such a mess at Thyatira? Find
out more next week!


