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Let's go to our text this morning, read the text and ask the Lord's blessing upon it. Our 
text this morning will be found in Luke 16:26.

And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that 
they which would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to 
us, that would come from thence. 

Let us pray.

Dear heavenly Father, most gracious and holy Lord, how excellent is thy name. How 
glorious is thy kingdom. How glorious thou art, O Lord. I ask, O Lord, in humble 
dependence upon thee in this hour that thou would be pleased to bring forth this precious  
truth of thy Gospel. Lord, may you speak of you this day. May you come to the souls and 
the hearts and the minds of thy children that, Lord, you would settle us in thee and that, 
Lord, you would be pleased to bring forth thy truth that only you can. Lord, may you be 
glorified this morning in the messages that would come, Lord. May they be birthed from 
thee and may they be for the edification of thy church and for the glory of thee and thee 
alone. In Jesus' name, I pray. Amen.

As I read the text this morning, most of you are probably very familiar with it and where 
it comes from and it's not my intention today to preach this parable, I’ve done that before. 
But I am going to start and read where we're coming from down to verse 26 before we 
settle in 26 for the bulk of the message. So we start back in 19 where the Lord addressed 
this parable. You know, this chapter starts out with him saying these things unto his 
disciples as he had his disciples gathered around him and he was teaching them at the 
beginning and the Pharisees in verse 14, "And the Pharisees also, who were covetous, 
heard all these things: and they derided him." Christ was derided because of the Gospel 
that he preached. The covetousness that is in man and the desire of man and the lust of 
the flesh of man and the pride of life of man will always rebel against the Gospel of God.

Then, Jesus here in 19 where we begin in Luke 16:19, when we come to get down to our 
text in 26. "There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and 
fared sumptuously every day: And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was 
laid at his gate, full of sores." Many have come to this passage and they've taken it to be 
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instruction to rich men and to poor men but as the Lord Jesus Christ is the Author and 
Finisher of our faith and we like to say and believe that he is the Author and Finisher and 
the Intermediary of all of our faith. He is in the middle of the Author and the Finisher. I 
believe it's the same in this parable. It's not to the rich and it's not to the lowest of the 
poor but it's everyone in between. The reason that the Lord used these words is that he's 
got one on one end of the spectrum and the other one on the other end of the spectrum so 
that would include everyone in between so that this instruction that he has is not given to 
two classes of people but to all men.

"And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table: moreover 
the dogs came and licked his sores. And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was 
carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried." 
And then those sobering words, "And in hell." I don't know about you but those are very 
sobering and very humbling words to me and we're going to talk about that here in a 
minute but Jesus said "in hell." We have a lot of debate nowadays whether there's really a 
hell; whether it's a place; whether it's an idea; whether it was a concept. Whatever it was, 
the Lord refers to it, "in hell." There is a group of people which we will talk about today 
that are destined and predestined to spend eternity in hell and hell in this passage here is 
not painted for us in a very good light. 

"And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments." "In hell" is a tormenting place. Man 
uses that terminology here on earth and he says, "This is hell on earth." The hell on earth 
for a child of God is being tormented by Satan; is being tormented by the thoughts of our 
fallen nature; is being tormented with the thought that we are outside of Christ. That's 
what a torment is but that's an exercise, child of God, to be tormented that way. This one 
that he's telling them about, this one's not experiencing this as in an experiential living in 
a Christian life. His life is over. There is a finality to that. He died and now he's in hell.

"And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off." Torment. 
"And Lazarus in his bosom." Torment. "And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have 
mercy." But there is no mercy in hell. Torment. "And send Lazarus, that he may dip the 
tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame." 
Torment. "But Abraham said, Son, remember." Torment. "Remember that thou in thy 
lifetime receivedst thy good things." You received the things of this world. You lived 
sumptuously in this world. "And likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted." 
Torment. "And thou art tormented." 

For all of that as introduction, we come to 26, "And beside all this," and I say the same 
thing to you today, "beside all of this that was just said, between us and you there is a 
great gulf fixed." That's what I want to talk about today: the words of the Lord Jesus 
Christ that there is a great gulf fixed. But for you and I today, if we be in Christ, our 
question must be: where and what is that great gulf fixed between us and them? It's the 
life in Christ and it's the life outside of Christ and it's fixed. And that word right there, if 
you know what the definition of that word is, the definition of "fixed" is "settled." Do you 
hear me? It's settled. That's my prayer as we come to this passage this morning, that the 
Lord settles us here; he fixes us in his Gospel because what we're going to discuss today 
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are six things. Six things that the Scriptures have fixed, that there is a great gulf fixed 
between these things: life in Christ, life outside of Christ. And these six things as I told 
my children last night, for the youth in this room: if the Lord impresses this Gospel on 
you early in your days, what great comfort, what great clarity that life could be to know 
that in the word of God Christ has settled the Gospel. 

It's in his finished work and like I said, there's probably more than six. I'm going to focus 
on the six the Lord gave me but if you're brought to this understanding early in your life, 
to know that there is a fixed point and do you know what that means? That means there's 
no mixture and that means there's no compromise. There is no compromise in Christ 
Jesus. It is a great gulf fixed. "Fixed" means "settled; established; firm; fast; stable." And 
the double minded man, we're told in James, is very unstable in all of his ways and 
double mindedness in this life for the child of God comes when we're not settled, when 
we're not fixed upon the finished work of Christ, that he has put a variance and that 
variance in this passage is referred to as a great gulf fixed. It is fixed before the 
foundation of the world. It is fixed by Christ. It is fixed by the Triune Lord and you and I, 
you or I, you and I, you and I and a great army, are not going to change or alter the 
fixedness of this decree. There is a great gulf fixed.

The first heading I'd like to say is the one right in front of us: there is a great gulf fixed 
between heaven and hell. Now, I'm going to speak to you, Lord willing, the rest of this 
message and as it's being addressed to the children of God, I’m addressing the 
experiential life of the child of God. What is it you experience? Do you experience that in 
your daily life that as you rise in the morning and as you go out into this world and you 
go out and you do the things that the Lord has called you to do, do you understand that he 
has fixed in a great gulf fixed between heaven and hell? We may assent to that and say, 
"Yes, there is," but the rest of this verse here says "so that they which would pass from 
hence to you cannot." They cannot pass. The Lord has ordained a hell whether you 
believe it's a place; whether you believe it's an imagination. Revelation 1:18 tells us, "I 
am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have 
the keys of hell and of death." Sovereignty. There is a sovereign place in eternal life in 
Christ and that place is heaven. Unbroken communion where we're told there is no more 
pain; there are no more tears. We just saw tears here from one in hell. Constant tears and 
torment. There is a heaven and a hell. 

May the Lord impress that upon you early in your life, late in your life, in the middle 
stages of your life, that he has fixed a place of heaven where his people will be, where he 
resides and there is a place of hell where everyone outside of Christ will spend eternity. 
And this passage is the most descriptive one on what goes on in hell: torment after 
torment after torment. That's why I read it that way. It's a never-ending, unquenchable 
desire to get out. You may not give any thought to Christ's finished work but you will in 
this place and that's a hard thing to understand. It's an unattainable goal. I'll tell you, that's 
very humbling to me to know that in hell and we're going to finish this parable later but 
in hell, we've got one that desires to get out and to have what Lazarus has: eternal 
comfort. But it can never be and why can't it ever be? Because there is a great gulf fixed.

Page 3 of 10



You know, one thing I can say to you that I have never done from this pulpit: I have 
never in my life quoted Spurgeon and I’m not going to start today. But I will say this: I 
read something, heard something that he said when he preached this passage. At this end 
of the passage whether it was an altar call or whether it was a plea for man to turn his life 
over to Christ or whatever it was, he did make one comment and I totally agree with that 
comment: if you are alive today and you have ears to hear that there is a heaven and there 
is a hell, if you are alive and you can hear that, then it's not too late. For this one here, it 
is too late and I want you to understand: the things that he never thought of, the things 
that were never important to him, the things that he never desired are now a torment and a 
desire to him. There is a great gulf fixed between heaven and hell.

The second point, of course, that goes hand-in-hand with heaven and hell is that there is a 
great gulf fixed between the sheep and the goats. That's the one, I think, it's a lot easier to 
understand that there is a heaven and hell but the depth of it. The depth of it. Then we 
start to think about sheep and goats: who is there and who is not. Is there anyone in 
between? Dear ones, there is no mixture. I like to say that to the children all the time: 
there aren't any geeps, there aren't any shoats. There is no mixture between sheep and 
goats. 

We're going to see that. Turn over to Matthew 25 real quick. There is a great gulf fixed 
between the sheep and the goats and I’m not up here being harsh, I’m just telling you the 
Gospel truth and proclaiming to you the Gospel truth where we're going to see the words 
of Christ here again in 25. And what is this for experientially? So that we understand that 
the Lord has ordained and elected a people that he has saved and he has ordained and 
elected a people that will be damned. That are damned, not will be damned. That are 
damned. Let's start in 33, "And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on 
the left. Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand," that's the sheep, "Come, ye 
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world." Before the world was ever made, that is sovereign election right there. That is the 
Lord saying, "Listen, before anything, before you even had a thought, I elected the sheep. 
I elected to save them."

"Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world." Now, go down 
to 41, "Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed." Ye 
cursed. They are still under the curse. They haven't been delivered out of the curse from 
the Lord Jesus Christ who became a curse for his people. "Depart from ye, ye cursed, into 
everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels." There's the end of the goats. In 46, 
to sum it all up, "And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous 
into life eternal." 

There is a great gulf fixed between heaven and hell and the sheep and the goats. I know 
we have witnessed to many people. I struggle with this myself being raised in a family 
that has pretty well shunned the Gospel. That's a hard thing. It's a hard thing. You have to 
be brought to understand that the Lord before the foundation of the world, he set 
something in stone: election. And I have seen all of my efforts and I have seen everything 
that I’ve done to try to persuade them to the Gospel fall on dead ears. Now, does that 
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mean that I’m not going to speak anymore of the Gospel? No, because as I said: as long 
as there's life and I mean breathing life, it's not too late. However, the Lord had to bring 
me to see that it's fixed. It's a great gulf and it's settled. It's settled. I'm not going to know 
what the end of that settling is until that day but that's good enough. You see, that's the 
difference between life in Christ and being settled in his finished work and life outside of 
Christ of believing that you have to save everybody or that you have a part in their 
salvation. That's where the creature takes over and, of course, we're going to get to that in 
a few minutes.

But there is a great gulf fixed. There is a great gulf fixed between heaven and hell. There 
is a great gulf fixed between the sheep and the goats. Then our heading 3: there is a great 
gulf fixed between the law and the Gospel. You know, John 1:17 says, "For the law was 
given by Moses," and we know that verse. We all know what the rest of it is but that one 
little joining word "but" tells me "contrary to that." "For the law was given by Moses, but 
grace and truth came by Jesus Christ." But grace and truth came by Christ. Hebrews tells 
us that there was a time that it was important that the Lord gave them that law and 
pressed that upon them to live by that law, govern them by that law. But none of those 
people in the Old Testament were saved by that law. They were saved by Jesus Christ. 
They were saved by salvation in no other and that's what was revealed to them and that's 
what's revealed to the children of God today.

Now, let's take a minute now and go over to Romans 3 just to settle this point that there is 
a great gulf fixed between the law and grace. Let's start in 20, "Therefore by the deeds of 
the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight." The deeds of the law will not justify 
the child of God. Cannot justify the child of God. What sense does it make that we can be 
justified by the law in something that our Lord went before us and fulfilled and was 
perfectly obedient to? And if his perfect obedience isn't good enough for you, then what 
you lack is Christ in you, the Christ's finished work in you. If there is something else for 
us to attain to or to follow or to obey, we're in trouble. If his perfect obedience isn't good 
enough, we're going to perish because we're going to try to produce something out of our 
own obedience. But there is a perfect rest for those who are in Christ. That rest is to cease 
from the works.

"Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the 
law is the knowledge of sin." Not the knowledge of Christ, the knowledge of sin. It's what 
the law does. Paul said, "How would I know not to covet if the law didn't say, 'Thou shalt 
not covet'?" And praise be to God that it does point out sin but it can't give forgiveness. It 
can't cover you with the blood of the law. There is no blood in the law. There is no mercy 
in the law. There is the "do this and live" in the law.

"But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested." It's manifested in 
what? The Lord Jesus Christ. His finished work. His perfect obedience. "Being witnessed 
by the law and the prophets." That's what I just said: those that were in the past, they 
were saved the same way. They weren't saved by the law, they witnessed Christ.
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"Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all 
them that believe: for there is no difference." There is no difference in how the child of 
God is saved. There is no difference. It's by the grace of Christ. It's by the grace of God.

"For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God." How blessed that is. How true 
it is that we're all fallen man and the only way as you hear here, "Being justified freely by 
his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus." For all have sinned and come 
short of the glory of God, being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that 
is in Christ Jesus. The buying back the prisoner who was in prison to the law, in prison to 
sin and the penalty of sin. There is a penalty to the law and it's death but praise be to God, 
there is life in the finished work of Christ in which the child of God is justified by his 
grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.

So we see, once again, there is a great gulf fixed. Paul talked about it right here: one and 
the other. There is not a mixture of law and grace. I think that's the biggest error when 
you trace the history and you go back to where the ones that we read a lot and we quote, 
the Bradbury's, the Philpot's, the biggest error that infiltrated there was the mixture of law 
and grace. There is always something left which lead us to the next point: the creature's 
work versus Christ's finished work. Did you know that there's a great gulf fixed between 
what Christ has done and what you and I perform in ourselves? And if the Lord settles us 
today in that, what a great Gospel truth that would be, to walk out of here and know that 
Christ's finished work is exactly that, it's his finished work and that I haven't done 
anything in that. That nothing that I can attain to or add to, I can't add anything to the 
finished work of Christ. Not my righteousness. Not all the counterfeits that we have of 
love, our inordinate love. The things that we love that isn't the love of Christ, even one 
another. That's inordinate love. As we love and we try to love in being some kind of false 
sacrifice in the way that we love toward one another, if it's not the love of Christ, it won't 
be blessed, at least it hasn't been in my marriage. To try to love the flesh is not going to 
end well. That's a counterfeit love. That's an inordinate love. A false faith which we have 
seen throughout the Scriptures. 

We have seen those who have raised up with a belief or an understanding or their own 
knowledge and being put down under the feet of Christ to say, "No, there is only one 
way, one truth and one life." We've even seen it within the disciples of trying to 
understand and they can't attain to an understanding until the Lord opens their eyes, until 
he gives them an understanding. We see it in John 15 with the vine and the branches that 
we can do nothing without Christ. That means nothing. That means the creature works 
and the creature righteousness and Jesus even said that as far as righteousness in Matthew 
5:20, he said, "For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the 
righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of 
heaven." What does that mean? How can our righteousness exceed that of people who 
went and studied the Scriptures all day long? And read and debated the Scriptures all day 
long? And debated, "Well, was this the Messiah here or was this...what did God mean 
here? What does the law mean here? What is all this?" Our righteousness has to exceed 
that. Does yours? Do you sit around studying all day long? No, there is only one way and 
that's in Christ's righteousness.
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Now, let's turn over to Ephesians 2. Now, I know we've been here probably the last two 
weeks and I’ll tell you something: a couple of weeks ago when the pastor preached from 
this passage, Ephesians 2:8-10, I’ll tell you that was some blessed truth. I mean, I just 
basked in that for weeks and I’m going to try from up here to say basically what I learned 
then. If I had a recording and we could play it from Sermon Audio, I’d do that right now 
because there's really nothing to add. But I’m going to say this in 8-10, "For by grace are 
ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves," there's that creature. Paul says, 
"Listen, get away, creature. You have nothing to do in salvation. It's by the faith and 
grace of the Lord, it is the gift of God," Verse 9 says, "Not of works, lest any man should 
boast," and that should resonate with you because we do boast. We're constantly telling 
one another how righteous we are; how much we study; how much we work; how much 
we do for the kingdom of God; how much we're doing this; how much we're doing that. 
The Lord removed all of that in what Christ has done. 

There is a great gulf fixed between what Christ has done and what we proclaim to do. 
That's what this says. "For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: 
it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast." Then verse 10, "For we 
are his workmanship." We are his workmanship. We "are created in Christ Jesus unto 
good works." It shows you where they come from. It shows you where the head is. It 
shows you how they are performed, "in Christ Jesus which God hath before ordained that 
we should walk in them." It takes us totally out of the picture again. Thrusts us back to 
the throne of grace to see that they're in Christ and performed by Christ. Titus 3:5 says 
this, "Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he 
saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost. Not by the 
works of righteousness which we have done. There is a great gulf fixed between those 
works and what Christ has done and what he does in his people. You know, one of the 
most blessed passages is that one, "Blessed are they that die in the Lord." Do you know 
how that ends? "And their works do follow them." They don't precede them. It isn't your 
works that gets you to heaven. 

"Blessed are they that die in the Lord." Well, what is it when a true Christian dies? What 
is it that we're saying about that true Christian when they die? The Lord's work in them. 
That's what you're gathering to say. This was the Lord's faithfulness in them. This was 
the Lord's witness in them. Works do follow them. They exalt. What did Jesus say? "Thy 
light shine to do," what? "That men would see it and glorify you." Is that how that went? 
No, "They glorify your Father which is in heaven." That's a heart work. That is a heart 
work that what comes from above is that your heart and your will is totally bent toward 
the glory of the Father, the glory of the Son, the glory of the Holy Ghost and if that is a 
true work of his, it won't come out of your mouth what you've done. It will come out of 
your mouth what he has done. That's the difference. That's the great gulf fixed. What the 
Lord has done, Christ's finished work and the great gulf fixed between that and what we 
say we'll do, what we have the ability to do, what we can do or what we want to do. A 
great gulf fixed. That's what we just saw in Ephesians. That's what we saw in Titus. 
That's what we see throughout the whole word of God. It must be an abiding in the vine. 
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The vine must be the life. The vine must be where all life comes from. There is a great 
gulf fixed between life outside of Christ and life in Christ.

Our fifth point: there is a great gulf fixed between the old man and the new man. Oh boy, 
if we could somehow be shown this on a regular basis. I mean, what I say by that is that 
we can differentiate between the two because sometimes, you know, we get so head 
strong in our knowledge and what we're studying and what we do and we think that we're 
spiritualizing the situation and that's the new man. That's not the case. If you turn with me 
to Colossians 3, we see the differentiation here that Paul says that there's a difference. 
There's a difference between the two. Look at verse 9, "Lie not one to another, seeing that 
ye have put off the old man with his deeds." Now, we just saw the deeds of the old man is 
lying. Up in 8, "Put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication 
out of your mouth." Now listen: you might sit there and think that cursing is filthy 
communication out of your mouth and that's true, it is, but there's a lot more filthy 
communication that comes out of your mouth. What is it? Well, we're told over in 
Romans that anything not of faith is sin. To me, sin is filthy. I hope it's filthy to you. 
Anything not of Christ so we're not just going to look at that and say, "Oh, the old man, 
you know, he's this cursing guy." But listen: the old man seeks forth the things of the 
world and talks about them. The old man's conversation is what's going on in the world 
and desiring to know and entangling himself with affairs of this life, is another way to put 
it biblically. 

But the new man. You see, there's a great gulf fixed between the two and we can't mix 
those two. No, there's a warfare. They're at war. There isn't part of the old man over here 
saying, "Well, I’m going to be reformed," over here to the new man. It doesn't happen. 
It's not going to get any better. Verse 10 says, "And have put on the new man, which is 
renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him." That's what the new man 
is. He is in the image of Christ that created him. That's what we just got to in the 
creature's works versus Christ's work. That's where the new man is. That's the difference. 
It seeks Christ. It is exalting Christ. It is, well, as we're about to get into the last point: it 
is the light of Christ.

Notice "there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, 
Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all." Listen: our relationships in this room 
with one another and our relationships, any relationship you will ever have in this life, if 
you are in Christ will be with those who are in Christ. That's spiritual relationships. That's 
the only thing that's going to bind you together is the Holy Spirit, is Christ in the one that 
you're dealing with. Not their flesh but Christ in them. I found that so many times that 
unity comes when you hear Christ on the lips of your dear brethren if, of course, the Lord 
has worked in you, that Christ is King in your life at that time; if the new man is exalted 
in Christ Jesus at that time. That's where getting along is. That's where the unity is. There 
never will be unity with one whose new man is exalted to see Christ and one who is 
speaking from the old nature. There can't be because there's a great gulf fixed as we see 
here. The two don't go over.
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Lastly, we'll say this about light and darkness: there is a great gulf fixed between light 
and darkness and the truth and counterfeit truth. John wrote that there would be a lot of 
antichrists and there is a lot of antichrist ideology in our time. There are a lot of ideas and 
all of these things we've talked about today that Christ can somehow be on that other 
side. The goats can have a Christ. Law and grace do mix. Or the creature's work does 
work. The Lord did something and now we've got to do something. All of these ideas are 
the ideas of darkness. That's where darkness is. There is no mixture between light and 
darkness, not true light and true darkness.

We go to 1 John for this as we're getting ready to close. 1 John 1, it should be very 
familiar to us. John says this in 1 John 1:5, he says, "This then is the message which we 
have heard of him." John said, "This is the message that we have heard of him, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. This is what's written upon my soul. This is what the Holy Spirit has said to 
me." "And declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all." Don't 
involve God with your sin, that it's his responsibility, that he did it, that he made you do 
it. There is no darkness in God. None at all. There is light in God, no darkness at all. 
That's what John said, "This is what's been revealed to me."

"If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the 
truth." If we walk according to the dictates of the world or the dictates of religion or the 
dictates of the old man or the dictates of the nature of men and we go after the knowledge 
of men, we lie. 

"If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie." Why? 
Because the two don't mix. There is a great gulf fixed. "And we do not the truth." The 
truth is in Christ and Christ alone. 

"But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another." 
That's what I was just talking to you about relationships. That's where fellowship is, in 
the light. If we are in the light, that's where fellowship is. 

"And the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin." Notice how that's put in 
there with fellowshipping with one another, because there's forgiveness. Because there's 
repentance. Because we do have battles, each one of us. Because we need the washing 
and renewing of the blood of Christ upon our conscience. That's what we fellowship in, 
the Lord's light. That he has taken that sin away. That he has nailed that to the tree.

"If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us." Do you 
see that false truth? "Well, I don't sin. I didn't sin in that."

But, "If we confess our sins," there is that gift of repentance, "he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." Do you want to be 
cleansed from all unrighteousness? I do.

"If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us." Do 
you see the great gulf fixed? Do you see what was revealed to John and the disciples 
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through Christ and is revealed to all of his children? There is a great gulf fixed between 
light and darkness. Between the truth of Christ and the truth that's in the world today.

Now let's go back to our text. As we went through those six things, let's come back to our 
text and finish this parable. "And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf 
fixed," and that is my prayer today is that the Lord has impressed upon us what he has 
fixed a great gulf between in this life experientially. Do you experience that he has put a 
variance between those things in your life? Because the mixture is not his work, that's the 
work of the creature. 

"So that they which would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, 
that would come from thence. Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou 
wouldest send him to my father's house." Torment. "For I have five brethren; that he may 
testify unto them, lest they also come into this place of torment. Abraham saith unto him, 
They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them. And he said, Nay, father 
Abraham: but if one went unto them from the dead, they will repent." Will they? Have 
we seen that? The word is our record, the testimony. To the word and to the testimony, 
"Let God be true. Let every man be a liar." Will they repent though one came from the 
dead? No, because there is a great gulf fixed. Torment again. Torment to think that you 
have sovereignty and that you can give sovereignty and that you can save someone. Still 
the same torment. They will repent. "And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and 
the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead." 

And as Jesus came up out of the tomb and as Jesus appeared to his disciples, the world 
still rejected him and hated him and they still do today by bringing over the mixture. You 
know, you think about that for a minute just on the physicality of it: what have we, I’m 
talking man, what have we done throughout all of our civilizations when there is a river 
or an ocean that we have to get by? We build a bridge. We build a way. There is always a 
way in man's knowledge and ingenuity. There's always a way over. There's always a way 
to get around. There's always a way but the Gospel, the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
there is life in him and there's life in no other. It's not something man can get around. 
There is a great gulf fixed.

And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that 
they which would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to 
us, that would come from thence. 

May the Lord impress upon us now this great Gospel truth of his finished work and by 
finished means that there is a great gulf fixed between it and anything of the creature, 
anything of this world and anything of those outside of Christ. May the Lord impress 
upon you and assure you this hour of his finished work in your soul.

Dear heavenly Father, most gracious and holy Lord, may you add your power and your 
clarity to the praise and glory of thy holy name. In Jesus' name I pray. Amen.
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