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2 Samuel 10:4-5  Wherefore Hanun took David's servants, and shaved off the one half of their
beards, and cut off their garments in the middle, even to their buttocks, and sent them away.
5  When they told it unto David, he sent to meet them, because the men were greatly ashamed:
and the king said, Tarry at Jericho until your beards be grown, and then return.

INTRODUCTION

Before I  get  started I  want  to begin by quoting Pastor  John Weaver's  introduction to his
message entitled: The Beard: It's Historical and Biblical Significance. 

1. I am not defending anyone's beard. That is not my aim in this message. I am not trying
to bind my conscience upon yours, nor am I asking you to see things my way ... but I
am going to ask you to submit and be easily entreated to God's engrafted word, which I
believe when you hear the word of this subject, you will be convinced and satisfied on
this important Biblical matter. I am not saying that a man who has a beard is more holy
than one who does not have a beard. And I am not saying that a man who does not have
a beard is less holy than one who does have a beard. I am not necessarily encouraging
anyone to grow a beard, but I am certainly not discouraging it either. A beard is not
prohibited in the Word of God, but rather it is commended in the Word of God!

2. Now I  want  to ask you to do several  things,  and the first  one is  this:  John 7:24,
"Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment." All
too often we are in the habit of judging by appearance. But someone says, "That beard
on that man just appears bad because its bad to have a beard." A man may say, "I don't
know whether it is right or wrong for a man to have a beard." What I want to do is to
encourage you to think Biblically on the subject of the beard or any other subject for
that matter. You see, we claim to think according to the Word of God, so we say we are
Christians. We believe the Word of God is true and that Jesus Christ is our personal
Lord and Saviour. That's all true and good if we are truly saved, but it is amazing how
we tend to separate things.  Here is  something you agree  with over here,  and sure,
everybody knows it. But over here is something that you have never heard of or ever
seen before. Immediately, instead of searching the Word of God and finding out for
yourself what God says, you automatically form your own thought and opinion, apart
from the Word of God. 

INTERPRETATION OF SCRIPTURES 

What did we just jump into? Let's get the low-down on what's going on! Some, 60 years prior
to this,  Nahash,  the king of  the  Ammonites  had attacked the newly  anointed King Saul's
territory at Jabesh-Gilead. Saul rallied the Israelites and the Battle of Jabesh-Gilead was a
tremendous Israelite victory, after which the tribes were united under King Saul.

At  some previous  point,  possibly  (in  1  Chron.  18:11)  some 4  years  prior  to  our  2  verses,
Nahash, had showed kindness to David (2 Sam. 10:2). Now fast forward some 4 years after
that event and we find Nahash is dead and now his son Hanun has just been crowned king (2
Sam. 10:1-2).



So what does David do? He wants to show the new “king on the block” the same kindness that
Nahash had shown him – essentially David is sending him an act of goodwill. But the folks in
the Kingdom of Ammon look at these messengers from David and think that these are spies (2
Sam. 10:3). The Ammonites took these “messengers” and humiliated them. What started as an
act of kindness, became an act of insult when the mens' beards where shaved and that action
– not even the showing of the buttocks but it was the SHAVED BEARDS (see 2 Sam. 10:5)
that thus became the cause (casus belli) for the Ammonite-Syrian-Israelite War or what I call
The War of the Beards.   
Word quickly came back to the Ammonites “that they stank before David” (2 Sam. 10:6) so
they entered an alliance with the Syrians and prepared to march against him. When David
heard this he sent General Joab out with the Army (2 Sam. 10:7). The battle wasn't much,
after a quick fight, the Syrians turned tail and ran, then the Ammonites turned “yeller” and
ran away. (2 Sam. 10:7-14) But when word of this “skedaddle” came to Hadarezer, king of the
Syrians, he ordered the main army out to save the honour of the Kingdom. (2 Sam. 10:16)
Now began  The  Syrian-Israelite  War  which  ended  with  the  utter  unconditional  defeat  &
surrender of the Syrians (2 Sam. 10:15-19).

You say that's crazy!! Well it wasn't the last time “shaving a beard” led to a war – Once a
Queen demanded her husband shave off his beard. When he didn't she annulled her marriage
and married another king. That quarrel over facial hair led to a war in 1152 which was called
The War of the Whiskers – and was fought over English territory in France. The French (the
pro-whiskers folk at that time) got to keep the territory 301 years when the “war” ended.

But  back  to  the  Bible  –  why  did  the  Biblical  “War  of  the  Beards”  start?  What  was  SO
“disgraceful” about shaving?

1. WHEN THE BEARD WAS SHEARED
1. Look (or Listen) to the first account of shaving in the Bible: 

1. Genesis 41:14  “Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they brought him
hastily out of the dungeon: and he shaved himself, and changed his raiment, and
came in unto Pharaoh.”

2. Why did the Bible mention this? What does this have to do with the “War of the
Beards?” Remember to understand much of the Bible, we need to understand
their times & customs. 
1. If  you  survey  the  various  Empires  of  that  day:  The  Sumerians  (5300-

1940BC),  Egyptians  (3000-1580BC),  Akkadians  (2334-2154BC),  Assyrians
(2625-936 & 911-721BC), Babylonians (1894-911 & 620-539BC) and even the
later Persians (539-330BC) you will find that they all allowed, encouraged
and  permitted  Beards  (never  “full”  beards)  –  all  that  is  EXCEPT  the
Egyptians.
1. The Egyptians frowned upon the Beard. All the beards except the “fake”

(goatee) beard of the Pharaoh. Even the women wore this fake goatee. So
everyone was beardless – everyone except the ruler.

3. This  incident  is  recorded because we are  being shown that  this  was  not  the
practice  of  the  Jews.  In  the  Bible,  when  an  action  or  incident  happens,
sometimes there is  a symbolic meaning there.  Since almost the beginning of
Biblical interpretation and symbolism, Egypt has almost always represented: Sin
and the World and it's ways. Yet many do not seem to see the connection here
over  the  beard.  So  then  shaving  off  a  beard  here  in  Genesis  41:14  would



represent “submission to man” unless the context changes the “symbolism.”
2. The second account of shaving is in relation to the plague of leprosy. In Leviticus

13:29-30 we are told the method in which “leprosy” could infect the head and/or
beard. Then in Leviticus 14:9 once the man is declared “clean” from the leprosy the
commandment was: “that  he shall shave all his hair off his head and his beard...”
This commandment constitutes the only one which required a man to shave his
beard off.   
1. Leviticus 13:29-30  If  a  man or woman have a plague upon the head or the

beard;  30  Then the priest shall see the plague: and, behold, if it be in sight
deeper than the skin; and there be in it a yellow thin hair; then the priest shall
pronounce him unclean: it is a dry scall, even a leprosy upon the head or beard.

2. Leviticus 14:9  But it shall be on the seventh day, that he shall shave all his hair
off his head and his beard and his eyebrows, even all his hair he shall shave off:
and he shall wash his clothes, also he shall wash his flesh in water, and he shall
be clean.

3. So when they took a leper, the first thing they did was to shave off his beard.
This  indicating  that  the  leprous  man  was  under  the  judgment  of  God.  In
typology, he was in his sins. So, to have the beard meant life, because dead men
do not grow beards. Only living men grow beards, and those with them were
“living unto the Lord.”

4. The  only  “other”  account  of  God-condoned-shaving  would  be  in  Ezekiel  5:1
when the prophet was ordered to perform an “object lesson” to the people. The
fact that a “man of God was doing this – in public too! - certainly attracted the
people's attentions.

3. The third account of shaving (or being clipped or plucked out) is in relation to being
shocked  or  in  grievous  mourning  –  due  to  the  severe  judgment  of  God.
(Remember!!)
1. Ezra 9:3; Isaiah 7:20 & 15:2; Jeremiah 41:5 & 48:37 and Nehemiah 13:25.

4. So from those verses, we can see that God would emphasize how severely He was
going to judge His people by telling them He was going to cut off their beards. Thus
we find that to have the beard cut or shaved off forcibly was a sure sign that they as
a people (or as an individual) were under the wrath & judgment of God Almighty!  

2. THE BEARD WAS REVERED
1. Just as the Bible never “proves” that God exists, etc. there are no words about a man

having a beard, yet we find that it seems to be assumed! Beards were in this area
(and still are) revered. Think about it! 

2. The  Jews  were  given  some 613  strict  commandments  that governed  just  about
everything in their lives from clothes, how to plant gardens and yes even how not to
trim their beards.
1. Leviticus 19:27  Ye shall not round the corners of your heads, neither shalt thou

mar the corners of thy beard.
1. This  commandment,  notice,  assumes there  WILL BE A BEARD NOT TO

MAR!!Now, this commandment (along with the two other more famous ones
found in: Leviticus 19:26  “Ye shall not eat any thing with the blood: neither
shall ye use enchantment, nor observe times.” and Leviticus 19:28  “Ye shall
not make any cuttings in your flesh for the dead, nor print any marks upon
you:  I  am the  LORD.”  all  dealt  with  heathen  practices  and  superstitious
doings. For some reason, folks will  cite these two verses but entirely skip
over “the beard verse.”  



2. The “Law of the Beard” was repeated again as part of the commandments for the
priests, in Leviticus 21:5 “They shall not make baldness upon their head, neither
shall  they shave off the corner of their beard, nor make any cuttings in their
flesh.”
1. Aaron is said to have had a massive beard, quite possibly the longest in the

Bible: Psalms 133:2  It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran
down upon the beard, even Aaron's beard: that went down to the skirts of his
garments”

3. So what did these “Laws of the Beard” imply? Why was God worrying about
hairs  anyhow? (Seems to me that  God IS interested in our  Hairs  even now:
Matthew 10:30 “But the very hairs of your head are all numbered.” and do note
that Jesus is speaking there!) God directed His Male Followers (His Priests and
other Men) to wear their beard in a way that would direct people to Him. This is
one reason why God laid down all  those seemingly “meaningless” laws. They
were,  plainly  put  to  INDICATE  A  TESTIMONY  TO  THE  WORLD,  TO  THE
HEATHEN,  TO  THOSE  WHO  WERE  LOST.  Those  heathen  that  worshiped
Bacchus, Baal, etc.  they had what is known today as simply a mustache and
goatee. Thus the corners were rounded. So it was an interesting point that in
Biblical times, you could look at a man's beard and tell who he was. If he had
just the mustache and goatee, he was an idol worshipper. But if he had a full
(trimmed) beard, it meant he was a worshiper of the One True God!!

4. The Jews and other folks in that region then and even now to this day look upon
the beard in a reverential way. Notice some of their sayings: 

5. The Universal Jewish Encyclopedia says, "The glory of the face is the beard." 
6. Among Jews and other regionals: “it is more scandalous, and of bad report, and

held in abhorrence, for anyone to have his beard cut off, than for them to be
publicly whipped or branded with a hot iron.” Another saying is: "The beard is
the perfection of the human face which would be more disfigured by having it
cut off than by losing the nose." 

7. If anyone with a fine beard was/is guilty of an unbecoming action, they would
say, and I quote, "What a disadvantage to such a beard. How much is such a
beard to be pitied."

8. When correcting someone who is guilty of an unbecoming act, they would say,
and I quote, "For shame on your beard." 
1. Think  about  what  David  did  in  1  Samuel  21:13   “And  he  changed  his

behaviour  before  them,  and  feigned  himself  mad  in  their  hands,  and
scrabbled on the doors of the gate,  and let  his spittle  fall  down upon his
beard.” He was acting “crazy” & part of that was done by “messing up” or
disfiguring his beard!

9. If  a  Jew  or  Semite  entreats  anyone,  or  uses  oaths  in  affirming  or  denying
anything, they say, and I quote, "I conjure you by my beard or your beard." or
"By the life of your beard, grant me this," or "By your beard this is or is not so." 

10. Semites  also  say,  in  the  way  of  acknowledgment,  "May  God  preserve  your
blessed beard." "May God pour out His blessings upon your beard."Remember
Aaron's beard?

11. And in comparison they would say, "This is more valuable than one's beard."
3. If the beard was venerated (looked upon with respect) that much as the previous

quotes allude, then we can see the meaning of the neglect in not trimming one's
beard (this is different than marring the corners in Leviticus). 



1. 2 Samuel 19:24-26 In this story, David was ran off the throne by Absalom his
son,  and  Mephibosheth  wanted  to  go  with  him,  but  was  wrongly  accused.
Mephibosheth  was  distraught  and  few  much  in  grief  –  not  over  the  false
accusations, but rather over David's removal from power. You see, the very fact
that Mephibosheth had neglected the trimming of his beard, indicated that he
was honest and wanted David to return. 
1. The normal method would have been for him to shave the beard off, etc. but

here he did not trim it – thus indicating a departure from normal action in
order to emphasize his desire for David to return as king. 

4. Today in the Middle East, it is a custom for wives to kiss their husband's beards and
for the children to kiss their father's beards. Even when men come to greet one
another,  the  men  kiss  one  another's  beard,  when  they  greet  each  other  in  the
streets. What is seen to us as the “Cheek Kiss” style of Greeting actually stems from
the “Beard Kissing” from ancient – and Biblical – times. Let me show you: 
1. Notice: 2 Samuel 20:9  And Joab said to Amasa, Art thou in health, my brother?

And Joab took Amasa by the beard with the right hand to kiss him.
2. Don't we shake hands with our right hands? This all come down to us from the

Beard Kiss! 
3. In the early Church it was known as the “holy kiss.”

1. Romans 16:16a “Salute one another with an holy kiss...”
2. 1 Corinthians 16:20b “...Greet ye one another with an holy kiss.”
3. 2 Corinthians 13:12 “Greet one another with an holy kiss.”
4. 1 Thessalonians 5:26 “Greet all the brethren with an holy kiss.”

4. All this leads up to the ultimate dishonouring of the ultimate beard.
3. WHEN THE BEARD WAS SNEERED

1. Jesus had a beard, not long hair. How do we know this?
1. 1 Corinthians 11:14  Doth not even nature itself teach you, that, if a man have 

long hair, it is a shame unto him?
1. So Jesus would NOT do something shameful, therefore, He did NOT have 

long hair.
2. To find Jesus' beard, we must understand that The Book of Isaiah chapters 50

through 53 speaks of the suffering servant of Jehovah, Who is the Lord Jesus
Christ. 

2. What happened to Jesus' Beard
1. Jesus was Falsely Honoured/Revered by Judas.

1. Based on our understanding of Joab and Amasa in 2 Sam. 20:9, we see that
for someone to come close to you and kiss your beard, that was one of the
highest forms of honour, respect and close-confidence. We see the following:
1. Luke 22:44  And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly: and his

sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling down to the ground.
1. He had an “anointing of Blood” running down His beard.

2. Luke 22:47-48  And while he yet spake, behold a multitude, and he that
was called Judas, one of the twelve, went before them, and drew near
unto Jesus to kiss him.  48  But Jesus said unto him, Judas, betrayest
thou the Son of man with a kiss?

3. Matthew 15:8  This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and
honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me.
1. Quoting Isaiah 29:13

2. Jesus' beard was torn out!!!



1. Isaiah 50:6  I  gave my back to the  smiters,  and my cheeks to them that
plucked off the hair: I hid not my face from shame and spitting.

2. So Jesus gave His back to the smiters, and His cheeks to them that plucked
off the hair. The sinless Son of God, suffering the wrath and judgment of God
for sinners.  He took the shame for us and it  is  even evident through the
symbolical aspect of the plucking out of the beard. 

4. WHEN THE BEARD LARGELY DISAPPEARED
1. If you will notice in Greek mythology and Roman mythology, whenever you see a

picture of a false god, usually he is clean shaven. Most all false gods are represented
with clean shaven faces. The Roman Empire held sway in the first 400 years of
Church history. 

2. In 200AD the Catholic counsel of Carthage, declared: "Any man, who appears in
Church with long hair and a clean shaven face, will be excluded from communion,
for that man is immodestly dressed." 
1. Around that same time Tertullian wrote a treatise on the beard and said that the

purpose of the beard was TO KEEP LUST DOWN.
3. Another Catholic Council of Carthage met in 398AD & they reintegrated that: “The

clergyman shall not let his hair grow nor remove his beard.”
4. All  that changed in 455AD, when the Vandals  also called Barbarians (Germans)

attacked Rome – the Headquarters of the Catholic Church. 
5. All these Barbarians & other kinds of people began to infiltrate the church and it

literally ceased to be a Christian church as such and became amalgamated with all
the heathen.  At that time nearly all  the beards were shaven off.  Men had clean
shaven faces and long hair. This was the effect of Heathenism upon the church. 

6. In 1080AD  Pope Gregory VII forced the archbishop in Sardinia to shave his beard
"as the clergy of the whole Western church have had the custom of shaving the
beard from the very origins of the Christian faith." All local clergy were ordered to
do likewise.

7. Beards popped up here and there throughout Catholic history, but in the 1500s,
more  and  more  beards  would  begin  to  be  grown  in  opposition  to  the  Catholic
Church. 

5. WHEN THE BEARD WAS WEIRD
1. In 1535, English King Henry VIII taxed beards. Later, On (July 6, 1535) the day of

his beheading, Sir Thomas More supposedly positioned his beard away from his
soon-to-be-severed neck, saying "My beard has not been guilty of treason, and it
would be an injustice to punish it."

2. By  the  1600s,  the  Beard  had  made  somewhat  of  a  comeback  in  the  Protestant
Reformation.

3. In the 1700s due to the influence of the Enlightenment long hair was back and
beards were out. See, whenever humanism or the mind of man was at the top, men
would have long hair and clean shaven faces. Whenever the Bible was at the top,
they  wore  short  hair  and  had  beards. This  thinking  radically  spilled  over  into
America  in  the  North:  For  in  1830,  Pastor  George  Trask  of  Fitchburg,
Massachusetts, preached against the "vain" (and rare) beard of congregant Joseph
Palmer, telling him: "Palmer, why don't you shave and not go around looking like
the devil?" Palmer replied, "Mr. Trask, are you not mistaken in your comparison of
personages? I have never seen a picture of the ruler of the sulfurous regions with
much of a beard, but if I remember correctly, Jesus wore a beard not unlike mine."
When Trask denied Palmer Communion, Palmer grabbed the chalice and drank it



anyway, shouting, "I love my Jesus as well, and better than any of you!" Afterwards
he was jailed 15 months for fighting off 4 attackers who tried to cut off his beard,
Palmer (and his beard) became a Yankee celebrity!

4. The great Baptist Preacher Charles H. Spurgeon (1834-1892) said this in opposition
to those who believed that growing a beard was wrong: “Growing a beard is a habit
most natural, Scriptural, manly and beneficial.”

5. By the mid 1800s, the Beard was back in England and in America. But soon the
influence of German Bible Higher Criticism (they didn't believe the Bible) caused
the beard to go out and short hair to remain.

6. In World War I, the use of Mustard Gas led to the invention of the gas-mask – the
use of which required a clean-shaven face.

7. Beards would not be seen in “force” until the Hippies grew them in protest. That led
to many Bible Schools and Seminaries to ban beards among such institutions were
(and are)  Bob Jones University, Moody Bible Institute, The Salvation Army, and
Pensacola Christian College. Liberty University's dress code stills insists that "facial
hair should be neatly trimmed." So much for liberty!

8. Last week on January 20, 2015 the US Supreme Court lifted an Arkansas ban on a
Muslim inmate's beard. The high court said he could grow a “short beard.” 

6. THE BEARD SHOULD BE FEARED
1. Seems that today Beards are making a comeback in America (and in England where

Victorian-Era style beards are returning) but they are still frowned upon. The hit
show Duck Dynasty has led many men to grow a beard. Even though I am a fan of
the show, that is not why I grew my beard. I will say that it was after I read a quote
in the book  Good Call  by Jase Robertson that I actually seriously thought about
turning my goatee into a beard:
1. “People  often ask him (Phil)  how long he's  been growing it  (his  beard).  His

response is always the same: “I'm not growing it. It grows by itself.” Researchers
have  determined  that  the  average  man  will  spend  3,300  hours  (almost  5
months)  shaving  during  his  lifetime.....(and  that)  American  men  spend  an
estimated 2.4 billion annually on razors and shaving cream. (So) When I was
younger, my dad would tell us: “Number 1, you're wasting time if you shave.
Number 2, God made you have hair on your face for a reason.”

2. Jase does talk about “Facial Profiling” in his book. That is true, last year in June
2014 Bob Bergdhal (Google who he is and why he was seen on TV) was criticized
by the talking heads on TV: Bill O' Reilly said “he looks like a Muslim.” Brian
Kilmeade  said  that  the  beard  made  Bergdahl  “look  like  a  member  of  the
Taliban.”

2. So I thought, why should the Muslims steal the beard? On July 14, 2014 I heard the
aforementioned sermon from Pastor John Weaver and I heard him say this: “God
has already determined that men have beards.  What a man must decide is,  not
whether it's right or wrong to have a beard, but whether it's right or wrong to shave
it off. And you can't shave it off and get rid of it. It's there and God has created it.
So, that which you need to decide is, whether it is right to shave it off, not whether
or not it is right to have a beard. You see, the problem today is this, especially as you
think about preachers in our modern setting. Many a bearded pastor is a "TABOO"
and an unusual sort of person. However in Biblical times and in all history past, it
has not been unusual, but rather it has always been the norm. But what we have
today is, that it is simply going against many a man's personal judgment.”  

3. Weaver also shared a Fear of the Beard stating that if God meant it to Grow, and he



woke up one morning and it had Fallen out – it would be a symbol of judgment
from God.

4. So, I prayed and then on my Bearded Daddy's birthday I decided to wear a beard
instead of a goatee for my own dedication unto the Lord. I know that most men who
grow beards take no thought of the Lord and what He has said about the beard. I
know that we Christian men are not under the Law, but I do know that in Biblical
times and many historical times beards were a mark of separation unto the Lord.
But I have considered this and for myself,  under the understanding of Christian
Liberty – I have resolved to let the Lord allow my numbered hairs to grow. I have
resolved to let them grow until I die – because I'm not growing it, the Lord is letting
it grow. He said I ought to have short hair, and being bald took care of most of that.

5. So in this largely beardless society I have had many – including several of you – ask
me about my beard. It suits me as a Reenactor, I save time, I save money and maybe
I can have the chance to tell  some inquiring soul of the greatest bearded Man I
know – Jesus Christ – the One and Only One Who can Save their Soul!

6. Perhaps this message hasn't spoke to you today. Maybe you think this is the worst
you've heard. But what you have heard is  what God has said on the beard (with
some highlights from our roller-coaster history). 

7. God however has much, much more to say concerning your eternal destination than
he does about wearing a beard or not. 
1. You might not can grow a beard, but you DO have a Soul and Everyone Needs

Salvation!
1. For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God. (Romans 3:23)

2. Jesus  Died For  Our Salvation  – His  plucked Beard  showed that  HE received OUR
judgment!
1. But God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ

died for us. (Romans 5:8)
3. Salvation Is  A Gift  – He may not have given you the gift  of whiskers BUT HE IS

GIVING OUT THE GIFT OF ETERNAL LIFE
1. The wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our

Lord. (Romans 6:23)
4. We Are Saved By Grace

1. And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace.
(Romans 11:6)

5. Salvation Comes Through Faith
1. To him that … believeth on Him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for

righteousness. (Romans 4:5)
6. God Saves All Who Call Upon Him

1. Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. (Romans 10:13)


