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I John 2:7-11 

 

 

Our Love is a matter of:   

I. Instruction- “I write no new commandment”                     (v. 7)  
 

God’s Word has been:   
  

 A.  Consistent- “from the beginning” 
 

 B.  Communicated - “old commandment which you had”  

 

 C.  Comprehended  - “the word which you have heard”  

   

II.  Investment  –“His commandments”                                    (v.8) 
 

God’s Love is seen in :   
 

A.   Christ-likeness -“true in Him”  
  

B.   Christians   -“and in you” 

  

C.   Creation  - “darkness is past,…the true light shineth”     

  

III. Introspection - “He that saith he is in the light”       (vs. 9-11) 
     

God’s way is to:  
 

 A.   Deceived  – “is in darkness even until now” 

 

  B.   Defeated   –“occasion of stumbling in him” 

 

C.  Discouraged  – “knoweth not whither he goeth” 

 

Sentence Sermon:  
“The Christian that loves his brother abides in the light.” 

 

Additional Verses   

 I John 3:11; 4:21; John 13:34; 15:12, 17 

 II Corinthians 4:4 

 I John 2:17 

 I John 3:2, 21; 4:1, 7, III John  1, 2, 5, 11. 

 II John 5 

 I John 1:1; 2:24; 3:11 

 John 13:34-35 

 Psalm 119:105 

 John 14:30 

 Ephesians 6:12 

 Isaiah 9:2 

 Matthew 4:13-17 

 John 1:4-9; 8:12 
 

Questions to Ponder: 
1. Why does the text stress a command’s non-newness? 

2. When is “from the beginning?” 

3. What is the difference between “had” and “heard” in v.7? 

4. Why is the command called new in verse 8? 

5. What is the command ? 

6. How can John say that it is true in Jesus and in them? 

7. What is the darkness that has passed? 

8. How would you define or describe the “true light?” 

9. Who is this brother that he hates and  or loves? 

10.  What does an occasion of stumbling look like? 

11. Where does the darkness come from? How does it blind? 

12.  What does it mean for a believer to be blinded? 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTRO:  

Last week we learned that Knowledge leads to Intimacy 

and Intimacy leads to being obedient.  Obedient to 

what? 

Verses 3-6  in our previous passage talks about 

our following and obeying some 

commandments.  Which commandments 

you might ask….GLAD you did….the 

discussion continues in verses 7-11 

 
v. 7. 

 Brethren = “agapetoi” more accurately 

“Beloved”…Ones that I value and … 

o John’s favorite way to address 

believers….same as 3:2, 21; 4:1, 7, III John  1, 

2, 5, 11. 

 Perhaps the principle at work “speaking 

the truth in love” 

 I write no new commandment  unto you = what he 

will tell them will not be novel or different in kind 

 But = contrast 

 An old commandment which ye had = the ancient one 

that was there in the beginning ….you possessed and 

knew about  

 From the beginning = “archae”  way back when 

 The old commandment is the word which ye have 

heard = common knowledge and teaching 

 From the beginning = All the way back 

V. 8 

 Again  =moreover, on the other hand 

 A new commandment = A new way to look at it 



 I write unto you = by inspiration of God…urging 

them to take a fresh look (John 13:34) 

 Which thing is true in Him = Jesus demonstrated this 

type of obedience to the command…fulfilled this law 

 And in you = it can be seen among believers almost 

everywhere. 

 Because the darkness is past = a time before Jesus 

when God’s love was not implanted in the lives of 

believers….this world with its ineptitude for love is 

passing away…(cp. I John 2:17) 

 And the true light now shineth = the knowledge of 

God’s love shining from His Son (John 3:16) and 

from His children. 

     

   

v. 9. 

 He that saith that he is in the light = claim to know 

God’s love and walk with God 

 And hateth his brother =  “his” means a believer 

hating another believer…is it possible??? You know 

it is….but what kind of Christian hates his brother??? 

An immature, out of fellowship, or walking in 

darkness kind of Christian. (ie. King David) 

 Is in darkness even until now = he has not only step 

into the darkness but he is walking in it without the 

full knowledge and light of God’s love to change Him 

into a loving individual in a cold dark world. He is 

not only in the darkness but he is not being a light to 

those around him because his heart does not love with 

the love of God. 

  

 

V. 10 

 He that loveth his brother  = How could he do that ?  

 1)"storge" - describes love of family 

    2) "eros" - carnal, sexual love 

       3) "phileo" - love for dear friends 

  4) "agape"-active goodwill toward others 

 Agape is only available by God’s grace and source 

 Abideth in the light = is abiding and living out a life 

of devotion and fellowship with God 

 And there is none occasion = “skandalos” no 

opportunity or incident   

 Of stumbling in him = something in him that is  of 

impediment to safe journey, movement or mission    

 

 

v.11 

 But he that hateth his brother = detests 

 Is in darkness = abides there 

 And walketh in darkness = walks around in the 

dark….not good…(joke – do you know why God 

gave us toes?  To find furniture in the dark!)  

 And knoweth not whither he goeth =  can not see or 

perceive where he is going ….doesnt see what danger 

is ahead. 



 Because that darkness = what darkness….hatred for 

his brother….lack of fellowship with God, His Word 

and His people…  

 Hath blinded his eyes = “tuphlo” to make blind ---

same word as used in II Corinthians 4:4….The devil 

blinds unbelievers minds so they cannot see the 

glorious gospel. 

 

   

 

   


