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I'd invite you to turn in your Bibles to the book of 1 John as we return back to 1 John for 
our teaching time this morning. This is a particularly sweet passage to me that we are 
about to enjoy together from God's word. I really don't like the concept of having a 
favorite Bible verse or favorite Bible passage because all of God's word is inspired, all of 
God's word is profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in 
righteousness and so it's all equally precious because it's all equally from our Lord, but if 
I was put to a wall and you forced me to say, "What is your favorite passage of Scripture, 
Don?" it would be this passage that we're going to examine here this morning because it 
points us to the ultimate purpose of Christian salvation and it points us to the glorious 
consummation of our salvation that is true for every believer in Christ. This is a passage 
that lifts our thoughts beyond the realms of this world into the realm of a world of 
blessing and glory that is yet to come that will transcend every joy that we have ever had 
on this earth in a way that is utterly magnificent and never to be forgotten.

1 John 3 is where we're going to focus on but I'm going to start in 1 John 2:29 just to set 
the context going down through verse 3 of chapter 3. The Apostle John said in verse 29 
of chapter 2, he said,

29 If you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone also who 
practices righteousness is born of Him. 

1 See how great a love the Father has given to us, that we should be called 
children of God; and we are. For this reason the world does not know us, 
because it did not know Him. 2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and 
it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He 
appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is. 3 
And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He 
is pure.

Now as we come back to the book of 1 John, I just want to remind you ever so briefly of 
the incredibly foundational and the magnificent view of Christian salvation that John has 
given to us in this letter. He has walked us already through so many magnificent themes: 
the incarnation of God in the person of our Lord Jesus Christ in the first four verses of 
chapter 1; he has addressed our attention to the character of God, that God is light, God is 
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holy, God is true; he has reminded us, he has taught us that Jesus Christ is our 
representative in heaven interceding for us in an unbroken ongoing way, he represents us 
in heaven while we are here on earth walking in this world. He has reminded us, he has 
taught us that we as Christians are born of God; that God has imparted spiritual life to us 
and that Christian salvation is not something that we have done with our own hands, 
Christian salvation is not a mundane matter of simply following certain moral rules or 
appearing someplace on a given Sunday morning, what the Apostle John has taught us in 
this book so far is that there is a magnificent realm of spiritual salvation that God has 
accomplished on behalf of his people in the person of our Lord Jesus Christ, in the one 
who was crucified and raised from the dead for the payment for our sins. And we just 
have to go back again and again and again as we walk step-by-step in this fallen difficult 
world to live in, we have to go back to the fact that the realities of salvation are 
absolutely glorious, they are magnificent. To be a Christian is to enjoy the most noble life 
that could ever be walked on this earth because we are represented in heaven by our 
glorious Lord Jesus Christ; we are blessed by him in measures that we cannot count; we 
have new life from God. And with all of those things in mind, beloved, what I want you 
to be excited about this morning is that that's just the appetizer to the reason that God 
saved us in the first place. This is just the entryway into the whole purpose of salvation, 
we see the whole purpose of salvation unfolded for us, the ultimate eternal purpose of 
your salvation laid out for us in this passage and as glorious as it is to be a Christian now, 
it's going to be infinitely better in days to come. 

That's what I want to bring your attention to and what John is doing here, remember as 
we looked at verse 29, John is teaching on the necessity of Christians living out practical 
righteousness in their lives. It's necessary not so that we can earn the forgiveness of our 
sins but it's necessary because of the very nature of salvation. The very fact that a holy 
God has given birth to us shows that we are going to manifest the likeness of his 
character here on earth. That's what he says there in verse 29. He says, "If you know that 
He is righteous," look at verse 29 with me, "If you know that He is righteous, you know 
that everyone also who practices righteousness is born of Him." He says this is an 
inevitable outworking of true salvation. If you are born of God, you're going to somehow 
be like God in the character of the life that you live just like you're like somehow your 
biological parents; you inherited characteristics from them. Well, in the same way, it's 
very obvious and logical that if God has given spiritual birth to us, the marks of the 
spiritual life of God is going to mark the spiritual life of the Christian. 

These things are obvious and inevitable and that's the general theme that John is teaching 
on as we move into chapter 3. John is expanding here in this passage to come, he's 
expanding on his teaching on righteousness and what I want you to see is he sets your 
pursuit of Christians righteousness in the context, the glorious magnificent context of 
God's plan for the consummation of the ages. Your pursuit of righteousness when you 
resist temptation, when you pursue holiness in your life as a Christian, you are working 
out something that is tied to the eternal plan of God for all of the ages and that's why I 
love to say without fear of contradiction that to live the Christian life is the most noble 
thing on earth. It is the most noble life that anyone could live. Any other life, any life 
lived by a non-Christian no matter how great their earthly attainments may be, end up in 
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eternal judgment under the hand of a holy God in eternal hell. The outcome is gloomy no 
matter how the wicked might prosper for a time in this life. But for those of us who know 
Christ, those of us who pursue Christ in this life, who have been born again from above, 
whatever struggles and difficulties that we deal with in this life end up in glory and that 
context, beloved, as you remember that context, as you remind yourself of that context 
day by day, week by week, month by month, consistently going back to this very 
passage, as you remind yourself of that, you find the energy and the motivation and the 
power to live a godly life even though you have indwelling sin within you and the world 
around you tempts you to sin. You have the power to overcome it because you are 
thinking about life from the context of God's plan for the ages. That's what's in front of 
us.

So we're going to see three truths in this passage that undergird your pursuit of 
righteousness in this life and what I want you to be thinking about as you hear this 
message here today, I want you to be thinking about those areas where you know you are 
weak and you are susceptible to sin and temptation and I want you to think about those 
areas and let the power of this passage meet your spiritual need there and walk out with a 
greater sense of confidence and commitment to live a righteous life to the glory of the 
one who saved your soul. And for some of you, some of you younger children that are in 
the audience, I want you to be thinking about whether you even really know Christ or not. 
You need to be thinking about the state of your soul even when you're 8, 10, 12, 14 years 
old. You can't wait and postpone and think that, "I'll deal with my soul when I'm an 
adult." No, the Lord invited the children to come to him. He said, "Let the little children 
come to me." So even in your youth, you need to understand that this teaching is for you 
as well; that this is what the Lord has for your life as well and God will bless you and 
God will be good to you as you pursue Christ at the earliest possible time in your life. 
Young people, set your heart affections on heaven now and one of the ways that you do 
that is by understanding what God has for us in his word here this morning.

Well, what are we going to do? How can we structure this utterly magnificent passage? 
Well, first of all, I want you to see this, the first point for the message if you're taking 
notes here today is that you need to recognize your position. Recognize your position in 
Christ. That's the first point here this morning and we find it in verse 1 of chapter 3. Oh, 
this is just magnificent. I could teach this passage multiple multiple times a year and 
never get tired of it. Look at verse 3, the Apostle John here is writing with a spirit of 
astonishment. As he writes, the words that he uses communicate an amazement at the 
grandeur of the topic that's in front of him. He is writing this as an apostle some 60 years 
after he walked with Christ on the earth and he had never gotten tired of it yet.

Look at verse 1, he says, "See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we 
would be called children of God and such we are." And we are, he says. He's writing, you 
have to understand this, he is writing from a sense of amazement, astonishment. He is 
glorying in the reality of the present Christian position. Look at the verse with me again. 
He says, "See how great a love the Father has given to us." He says, "I never get tired of 
this. This is so great and magnificent." And Christian, I want to challenge you right here, 
I'm going to get in your kitchen here today because I want you to enjoy the glories of this 
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passage and sometimes the only way that you can enjoy the glories of a passage is to be 
confronted with sometimes what becomes the mediocrity of our spiritual life and to 
realize how unacceptable that is. If you find that your Christian life has grown stale, if 
you find that being a Christian is something that doesn't really engage your affections and 
excite you, you must understand that there is something spiritually wrong with you. It's 
not that there is something wrong with the glory of being a Christian, it's that you 
somehow let fog come between you and the glory of what Christ has done in your life 
and I don't want that fog to be between you and the Lord. I want to blow it away. I want 
you to be back and glorying and rejoicing in the magnificence of the Christian position 
and to realize that this magnificent Christian position transcends anything that's  
happening in our world today. The worst things can happen in the world around us and 
we're totally in an unchanged position because the glory of being a Christian transcends 
this life.

Look at verse 1 with me again, "See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that 
we would be called children of God." He says, "This is magnificent. This is utterly 
wonderful. Do you realize," here's what's going through John's mind, "do you realize 
what we have been saved from? Do you realize that we were dead in sin? Do you realize 
that we were on the path to eternal judgment from God? Do you realize that there was 
nothing that we could do to save ourselves from that horrible predicament? And do you 
further realize that that God of justice has exercised his free and unmerited love and grace 
toward you? Christ saved you from sin. Christ has brought you into his family. You have 
a brother in heaven advocating for you right now. You have a certain eternal home of 
utter blessedness waiting for you at the end of this life and do you realize that that great 
gift, this massive, unspeakable, eternal gift has come to you by the sheer love and 
goodness of God the Father? And that God in your undeserving sinful condition had 
grace and mercy on you, brought you to himself, forgave all of your sins, gave you new 
life and promised you the certain outcome of eternal life with him in heaven forever 
where there is utter perfection, joy and blessedness and tears and sorrows are to be no 
more. Do you realize that?" The Apostle John says that is unspeakably great love that our 
Father has given to us and he is calling your attention to it here in this passage forcibly. 
He's saying, "Look at this. See this. See how great this love is and rejoice in it. Recognize 
it. You've got to think about it. You've got to recognize this." You see, beloved, and 
knowing the difficulties that we walk through together in life as we walk together, one of 
the joys of being in a Christian fellowship like this is that you go through life together 
and we share in the joys and sorrows and triumphs and failures of life together. Well, as 
we're going through those ups and downs, the mountains and valleys of life together, 
there should always be in your mind this framework, this defining understanding of your 
position that you are in a blessed position and God has given grace to you and belonging 
to his divine family is the most wonderful thing in all the world. And it should humble 
you to say and to realize and to remember that, "God has done this for me when I couldn't 
have done it for myself." Let there never be any question of the love of God in the mind 
of a believer because what he has done is saved us and brought us into his family and we 
have a position that the world cannot take away from us. We are blessed and we rejoice 
in that. That's what John is saying here.
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Now, I love his reality. I love his realistic approach to things. Look back at verse 1 there. 
He's rejoicing in our position in Christ but then look at what he says at the end of verse 1. 
This is very encouraging. I love the pragmatic reality of the word of God. He says, "For 
this reason the world does not know us, because it did not know Him." You know what 
it's like to face opposition for your Christian faith to one extent or another, even those of 
you that have family that claim to be Christians sometime question why you're taking it 
so seriously. You know what it's like some of you, to have direct opposition to your faith 
in the workplace, in school. You know what it's like to be scorned and mocked and 
insulted as being ignorant hicks for believing the Scriptures. Well, John is addressing that 
environment in which we live, the opposition that comes to us from the world and he's 
pulling back the curtains and letting you see with insight why that is.

Look at verse 1 with me again. He says, "This is why the world does not know us. This is 
why the world opposes us." He says in verse 13, he says, "Don't be surprised, brethren, if 
the world hates you." He says, "understand why that is." Understand why it is. There is 
behind the curtain, there is an ongoing hostility in the world's mindset against the God of 
the Bible and those of us who are in the family of God are going to get the reflected 
hostility that they have toward Christ and toward the God of the Bible. It's inevitable. It's 
a necessary consequence of being in the family of God in the midst of a world that is 
overseen by the evil one. That helps us understand what to expect. You know, so many 
people are worried about what the next few years are going to bring in the way of 
persecution to Christians and opposition to the faith. Well, look, the Bible tells us to 
expect it. The Bible tells us how to understand it. There is conflict that is unavoidable for 
us and we're not going to overcome the conflict through political means. Where we 
overcome the conflict is coming back and remembering what our great position is so that 
we live above the conflict even while the waves bash against us and sometimes cost us 
liberties and things that we otherwise would like to enjoy. Jesus told us that it would be 
like this.

Turn back to the Gospel of John in John 15. John 15, a section of Scripture that Jesus 
spoke on the eve of his crucifixion. John 15:18 is where we're going. Jesus said this, he 
said, "If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you. If you 
were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, 
but I chose you out of the world, because of this the world hates you. Remember the 
word that I said to you, 'A slave is not greater than his master.' If they persecuted Me, 
they will also persecute you; if they kept My word, they will keep yours also." Look, 
beloved, we name the name of Christ. We gladly embrace the salvation that he has given 
to us. We enjoy the blessings of our position. Well, understand that Christ purchased 
those for us at the cost of his own life and in the face of incredible Satanic opposition, 
and he spoke these words knowing that just hours later he himself was going to be 
hanging on a Roman cross under the most vile form of execution that the world has ever 
known and we follow in his footsteps. We must expect that if they hated our Master, 
there is going to be a splash-over effect on us and it's going to come in a lot of different 
ways: it will come at the level of government; it will come at the level of personal 
relationships. Beloved, what I want you to see, what I want to to embrace, what I want 
you to understand is that we accept that. We welcome that. Would we have the benefits 
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of a crucified Master and want to walk to heaven on a bed of rose petals? No. No, our 
love for Christ, our communion with the sufferings of Christ are such that we say, "If it 
takes suffering for me to get to heaven, I will gladly accept that because my Master 
suffered even greater suffering on my behalf and I'm glad to walk with him in the 
fellowship of his sufferings and I'm glad to know that one day I'll enjoy the power of his 
resurrection as well."

You see, your love for Christ, the intrinsic affection that you have for our Lord Jesus 
Christ makes it so that you are willing to accept the opposition of the world because you 
understand your position, you understand they hated Christ first and if you follow Christ, 
they're going to hate you too. It's the spirit of the age in which we live and that helps 
because all of a sudden you have a context to understand the opposition that you get 
when you're trying to live righteously for Christ. When you're testifying to Christ and 
people mock you, you understand where it's coming from and you no longer get angry 
about that or get your feelings hurt. You say, "This is part of my blessed position and this 
is very temporary and one day it culminates in glory. This is the most noble life on earth." 
That's what happens when you recognize your position. That's why we are the objects of 
hostility. Jesus said to expect it. The point that you always come back to when that 
happens, beloved, when that opposition comes, you always come back to the fact that this 
is an outgrowth of being in God's family and therefore you can rejoice in it, not crack 
under the weight of it. John says recognize your position. Remember who you are and 
remember the great love that motivated God to bring you into that. We don't have to hide 
from the world. We don't have to hide from the future. We go forward in great 
confidence because the power of God is at work in our lives and at work in this 
fellowship. We're not afraid of the future. We rejoice in our position.

Now, that's just tremendous to be in that privileged position but turn back to 1 John 3. To 
have that level of blessing in this life, to have that kind of spiritual purpose at work, the 
purposes of God at work in our hearts and at work in our lives and being part of his 
family is just incalculably great. I hope you see that. I trust that you do. Do you realize 
that that's not at all the best part of being a Christian? As great and magnificent as that is, 
this is just an appetizer? This is just a short down payment on better things to come? Do 
you realize that? Look at verse 2. There is a second truth that undergirds your pursuit of 
righteousness and it's this, point 2: rejoice at your future in Christ. Rejoice at your future 
in Christ and in verse 2, we reach the limits of human language to describe the greatness 
and the grandeur of Christian salvation. There are no words to give to this that are worthy 
of the magnificent theme that John calls our attention to. 

Look at verse 2, he says, "Beloved, now we are children of God." He brings us back to 
that point, now we are children of God but now he's going to pivot and look to the future. 
He says, "now we are children of God," in this blessed position, "and it has not appeared 
as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we 
will see Him just as He is." Now, I want you to follow the flow of thought here. That's 
always the most important thing in Bible study, in Bible teaching, is to follow the flow of 
thought of the author. Here's his flow of thought, he says, "We're children of God now," 
but he's adding something to it. He says, "What we know now and what we experience in 
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Christianity now is not the end of the story. There is something more to be added to the 
context." He adds to the present state that we now enjoy as children of God with that 
simple connecting word "and." 

Look at it there again in verse 2. He says, "Beloved," again, the spirit of love and grace 
that God has toward his children is expressed in the way that his inspired apostle 
addresses us. "Beloved, now we are children of God, and." And? Do you mean to tell me 
that there is more than what we already enjoy? How could that be possible? How could 
you add greater blessing to the great position of blessing we already have? How could 
you do that? Well, the things that are impossible with men are possible with God and he 
says there is more to our position in Christ. Look at what he says, he says, "it has not yet 
appeared what we will be." It hasn't been manifested yet. Then he goes on and says, "that 
when He appears, we will be like Him." Notice, we will be like him, future tense. Future 
tense. Something yet to come that we don't yet have. Oh, how could there be more? Well, 
what he's saying in this verse is that there is a greater glory yet to come for believers that 
will dwarf our present position in Christ. There are things to come; eye has not seen and 
ear has not heard what God has stored up in heaven for those who love him now is what 
he's alluding to. There is more to come. We are already living the most noble life on earth 
and there is even more to come. We haven't even seen it all yet. John says, "It hasn't 
appeared yet exactly what we're going to be." Notice this, that the inspired apostle, the 
inspired apostle as he's writing this confesses to a certain realm of ignorance about what 
the fullness of what is ahead is going to be. It hasn't appeared to us yet but he says there 
is something that we do know and what we do know is this, is that Christ is going to 
return to earth and when Christ returns to earth certain things are going to happen. He 
says we're going to be like him; we're going to be like Christ because we're going to see 
him as he is.

Now, I want you to notice something just on a little side note here. This isn't yet a 
tangent. A tangent might come later. John here is looking ahead prophetically. He's 
speaking about events yet to come and I know for some of you, you enjoy working out 
the details of all the prophecies and all of that. That's not John's focus in this passage and 
it's not going to be our focus as a result here now. John is kind of summing up and 
collecting the return of Christ all in one concept because he's not wanting to work out all 
the details of prophecy here. He wants you to see something that should impact the nature 
of your practical righteous living here today so he's not going into a big prophetic scheme 
here, he's simply making the point that one day Jesus Christ is going to return to earth 
and when Christ returns, we are going to see him literally with our own vision. That's his 
point here and then he goes on and says magnificent things that we'll unfold in just a 
moment.

But look, beloved, you've got to understand that what's in front of us here in verse 2 is 
absolutely staggering. The glory and the power and the majesty of this will utterly undo 
the human mind. That's how great and magnificent it is because what he is saying is that 
the present age in which we are living is going to come to an end. What we see around us 
is utterly temporary. The world leaders that we see ascending, marginal, of no 
consequence because it's all going to change because our Lord Jesus Christ is going to 
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come from heaven and intervene on this earth. Christ is going to put an end to what we 
know as the present chapter of human history and advance the purpose and the ages and 
the consummation of the plan of God. That in itself is staggering to realize that this world 
isn't going to continue on as we see it right now. The fact that someone, a real person, 
would come from heaven and intervene on this earth is also just staggering. If you think 
about it long enough and your knees start to turn to jelly and it's just hard to stand. I'm 
jealous of you guys because you get to sit. I've got to try to stand while we're thinking 
about these things and maintain my composure. So the present age, present history is 
going to come to an end. Christ is going to come out of heaven and return to this earth. 
That's staggering and do you know what? We haven't even gotten to the good part yet.

Look back at verse 2. Because he's writing to the beloved of the Lord, he's writing to 
those who belong to Christ who our children of God, he says, "We don't know everything 
about what's going to happen, it hasn't appeared as yet what we're going to be, how all of 
that is going to work out but we know this," look at the middle of verse 2, "We know that 
when He appears," when Christ comes back, here's what your future is. A lot of people 
want to know what the future is. A lot of people waste their time and money on a lot of 
astrology and psychic fortunetellers and all of that. That's all Satanic and bad and wicked 
and evil but people have an interest in the future. You have an interest in the future. If 
you're a Christian, do you want to know what's ahead for you? Here it is in the inspired 
authoritative word of God. Here is your destiny right ahead of you in the last half of verse 
2. This is what is ahead for you and me who know Christ. He says, "We know that we 
will be like Him." We will be like Christ. We are going to be changed. When Christ 
appears, he says we're going to see him just as he is. We are going to see – listen – we are 
going to see Christ. When we see Christ, we're going to see something that no human eye 
can see right now. We are going to see one, we are going to see a resurrected man. We're 
going to see someone who is alive after having been dead. And not only that, we are 
going to see the face of incarnate God. We are going to see Christ in all of his glory. 
We're going to see him, John says, we're going to see him just as he is. In your future not 
too long from now is the incalculable, eternal privilege of seeing the Lord Jesus Christ 
face to face. You are going to see the face, beloved, of the one who died to save your 
soul. You are going to see the face of the one who now presently is in the throne room of 
God interceding on your behalf and you're going to see him not from a position of fear 
and shrinking back away because all of your sins have already been forgiven; he has 
given you his righteousness. Oh beloved, do you see it? Do you see it that when Christ 
appears you are going to belong with him? You have a right to be there because he 
purchased you for himself with his own blood. 

When Christ comes back, we're going to see him and do you know what else? Even that's 
not all. You can't exhaust the end of this. You could talk about this for months and not 
exhaust the glory of what's in front of us right here. Look at verse 2 again with me. We're 
dealing with this kind of slowly because it's so very important. When something's 
important, you spend time on it. You're not just going to see him. Look at those single 
syllable words right there in the middle that should just jump off the page at you, "We 
will be like Him." When we see Christ, he is going to exercise his power over all things 
on our behalf. The very sight of him is going to transform you. Being in his presence is 
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going to change you and you are no longer going to be inhabiting this sinful body. You 
are going to be changed so that somehow you are like Christ in his resurrected glory. You 
are going to be as much like glorified God can be without actually becoming God. You 
are going to receive a glorified state that is going to closely resemble the glorified state of 
Christ himself. That's your destiny. That's what's ahead of us.

Now, just to be clear, just so there's no misunderstanding, we are not going to become 
God at that moment. A creature can never become the Creator. We can never fully share 
the full infinite essence of who he is but the glorified nature of the risen Christ he is going 
to share with us so that we can properly say that we are like him. What do you say? I 
mean, words start to fail you. When Christ comes, we will see him and when we see him, 
we will be changed so that we share his holiness and some manner of his resurrected 
glory. No more sin. No more temptation. No more impulses from inside to wickedness. 
We're going to be made perfect. That is your spiritual destiny. John has just unfolded for 
you your future history. This is what will become of you if you are in Christ. You are 
going to see Christ more really, more fully, more completely, more clearly than you see 
me right now, than you see each other right now. It's going to be clear and undiminished 
by sin. It's going to be clear and undiminished by the opposition of the world. It's going to 
be clear and obvious and glorious. That's what's ahead for you and me who are in Christ.

Turn back to John 17. I want you to see this from a couple of other Scriptures. What I 
love about this is just the simple way that John says it, "We'll be like him because we'll 
see him just as he is." Those are words that a child can understand and there is a depth 
and a glory to them that theological masters could never exhaust. Look at John 17:24. 
Jesus said as he's praying to the Father, he says, "Father, I desire that they also, whom 
You have given Me," speaking of believers here. This isn't a privilege that the world 
shares in. They can have this present age in light of this. Let them run with the present 
age and have at it. "If you reject our Christ, you can have this present age, I'll take the 
future that is ahead and sure, guaranteed by the word of my Lord." Jesus said, "Father, I 
desire that they also, whom You have given Me, be with Me where I am." Why, Jesus? 
Why do you want us to be with you? It's "so that they may see My glory which You have 
given Me, for You loved Me before the foundation of the world." We're going to see the 
glory of Christ. That's what he asked the Father for. God the Father answers the prayers 
of his Son. We are going to see the full glory of Christ.

Look over at Revelation 22, all of these books written by the Apostle John. Revelation 
22, looking forward to the eternal state. Christian, read this verse, hear this verse and see 
the end of your life. See the end of your purpose. See the end of what God in his love and 
grace has appointed to you to enjoy from the sheer goodness of his gracious heart. Verse  
3, "There will no longer be any curse; and the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in 
it, and His bond-servants will serve Him," look at it, verse 4, "they will see His face, and 
His name will be on their foreheads." The mark of the ownership of Christ and the fact 
that we belong to him in that great magnificent setting is going to be apparent and 
evident. We're going to belong to him, he belongs to us, and we are going to see his face. 
No longer will Christ be hidden from our sight. No longer will we talk to him through the 
veil, as it were, of prayer. We're going to see him. We're going to see the face of the one 
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who died for our souls and he is going to want us there; he is going to welcome us there. 
That's going to be more home to us than where you go to after the service.

You belong there, beloved. This is where you belong. This is what God has appointed for 
you. This is the magnificent glory of being a Christian. Do you see it? Has Christ not 
bestowed upon you a great salvation? You were lost. Even now, beloved, think about it 
this way, even now as a believer you fall into seasons of ingratitude, indifference to being 
a Christian, prayerless spirit, even in that condition, outright sinfulness, you fall into that 
and nonetheless, despite that, despite how unworthy you and I are of this, this is what 
Christ has given to us, this is what he is moving the consummation of the ages to achieve 
on behalf of his people. This is unspeakably great and we don't deserve it but we're going 
to enjoy it. This is what is going to belong to us forever.

Martyn Lloyd Jones put it this way. Why is it that God is so good to us? Why has he done 
this for me? Why has he done this for you? Martyn Lloyd Jones put it this way, quote, 
"Do you know that you are destined to see him as he is? Blessed, glorious vision to see 
the Son of God in all his glory as he is, face to face. You standing and looking at him and 
enjoying him for all eternity. It is only then that we will begin to understand what he did 
for us, the price he paid, the cost of our salvation." Continuing the quote, "Oh, let us hold 
on to this. Shame on us for ever grumbling. Shame on us for ever saying that the 
Christian life is too hard. Shame on us for ever halfheartedly worshiping, praising and 
loving Christ and his glory. You and I are destined for that vision glorious. We shall see 
him as he is face to face."

Do you know what? I want that day to come. That's the day I'm living for and that day 
can't come fast enough. That is where we belong, beloved. That's where we're going as 
Christians. That's what's ahead is unspeakable, unknowable glory that one day we're 
going to know and speak of. And do you know what's an incidental wonder and glory 
about it? We're going to share that together. We're going to be together, Jim. We're going 
to be together around the throne of Christ. Together. We're going to know each other in 
this life, Catherine, Maria. We know Christ in this life and we get to go through this life 
together as a fellowship, Dan Jackson, Karen. We get to go through this together and then 
we're going to be around the throne together. We're going to see the face of Christ 
together. That's the privilege of being in the family of God. I can't wait and I'll tell you 
the truth: when you get to this mental realm, when you get to this area of thought and 
understanding about the glory of the Christian life, I don't even want to leave the mental 
realm of it. I don't even want to think about anything else but then I remember that the 
Apostle John didn't end his letter there. He brings us back to earth. John has taken us up 
into heaven, as it were, in verse 2, and now he brings us back to earth in verse 3 and 
here's the question for us, beloved, as we start to wrap this up. Here's the question for you 
and me: what do we do with that great confidence that we have? What do we do with the 
fact that that's going to be ours, it belongs to us but not just yet? What do we do with it? 
How does that affect life today? 

Well, John goes right into the application. Point 3 here this morning. We said recognize 
your position, rejoice at your future. What do you do at that point? Point 3: you repent of 
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your sins. You repent of your sins. Look at verse 3 and you kind of have to come back to 
earth and say, "Okay, God, I can't wait to get that but what do you want me to do in the 
meantime?" Verse 3, remember his whole context has been talking about living a 
righteous Christian life and he brings it back to that point in verse 3. He says, "And 
everyone who has this hope," what hope? This hope, this confident assurance that what 
God has promised about seeing Christ he's certainly going to deliver to me. Everyone 
who has that confidence, that certainty animating their lives, here's what happens in their 
life now. Verse 3, "everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He 
is pure." If you say that you're a Christian, then there are inevitable consequences to that. 
You say you're a Christian, then you're saying this great hope belongs to me. And then 
there's another logical consequence of that. If we're going to be with Christ in perfected 
glory, we're going to be like him, seeing him as he is, then obviously what we're going to 
want in our remaining days on this earth is to be increasingly conformed to the image that 
one day we'll enjoy in perfection. He says, "everyone who has this hope," if you love the 
hope of Christ and that's what you're looking forward to, then John says, everyone, there 
are no exceptions, "everyone who has that hope pursues a life of righteousness." He uses 
the term "purifies himself." It's a word that particularly emphasizes an inward purity; an 
inward purity marked by affections for Christ, confession of sin and an ever increasing 
desire for holiness. That's what marks those who have this hope and it's not theoretical. 
You act on it. 

"Everyone who has this hope purifies himself, just as He is pure." Look, if the one you're 
going to see is pure and you're confident that you're going to be with him, then just like 
when you have an important guest coming over to your home, you clean up the house. 
Christ says, "You know that this is ahead," then you say, "I'm going to clean up in 
anticipation of that." And the certain hope becomes the defining ambition that motivates 
you to pursue inward purity in life today; because you understand your purpose is 
ultimate perfection with Christ, then you understand that your responsibility and your 
desire is to pursue that now in life. So the sins and the things that you deal with in life 
now, you put them to death. You deal with it. You turn from it in anticipation of that 
great day of glory that is yet to come. You resist temptation.

What are we doing now? We're getting ready for the return of Christ. What does that look 
like? It looks like us individually pursuing righteousness and doing it together as well. 
Let me just say this as sometimes you speak words of encouragement, sometimes you 
need to speak words of warning. There are just far too many people for me not to say this, 
far too many people like this, people that would flippantly, casually name the name of 
Christ and say, "Oh, I'm a Christian. I walked the aisle and I was baptized when I was 
10." Which is fine as far as it goes but they have no interest in the things of Christ now. 
They have no desires, no effort made to pursue holiness now. Beloved, if that's you, let 
me just warn you, let me admonish you that that is not real Christianity. That is not true. 
You're not a real Christian if that's your life. You are not a Christian if that's your life 
because...and that's not just the pastor being too animated saying that, look at verse 3 with 
me again. This is what the word of God says and let the word of God convict you if you 
need to be convicted on this point. John says, God says, "everyone that hopes in Christ 
pursues a purification of his heart." Holiness matters to the one who is truly in Christ. 
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Don't look back at a past event. Ask yourself whether holiness matters to you now or not 
because if it doesn't, listen, you're not a Christian. It doesn't matter what you've always 
thought about yourself, you're not a Christian because this is what Christians believe, this 
is what Christians hope in, this is what true Christians without exception do, they purify 
themselves.

So, beloved, I would not be a faithful pastor if I didn't just call you to examine yourself in 
light of these things. Do you rejoice in your present position? Do you glory in being in 
the family of God? Do you understand that? Do you rejoice at the future of being with 
Christ and seeing his face? Is that the most precious thought in your heart that one day 
your Savior will be in front of you? I don't know what that's going to be like but I 
imagine it being like just falling down and kissing his feet, flooded with the greatest joy 
that the consummation has finally occurred and everything that you and I have hoped for 
has now been realized in time. Does that matter to you? Does your heart rejoice in that 
hope? And do you see marks in your life that show you are serious about dealing with 
sin? Do you repent of sin when it comes up? That's the mark of a true Christian. You see 
it in the passions and the affections and the hope that animate a human heart and this is 
what Christians have. This is what belongs to us. This is what we pursue. It's what we 
love and – get this, beloved – as a result we live all of our life as an outflowing of our 
great assurance of that hope. That's the mark of a Christian. John says every Christian is 
like this. Every one of them. And if the word of God has pierced your heart this morning, 
let me just remind you of Christ. Even if you have played the part of a hypocrite for 
decades, Christ now comes to you, speaks to you this very moment through his word and 
calls you out of that hypocrisy, out of that sin, out of that indifference to come to him and 
put your faith in him, repenting of your sin for eternal life and Christ will wash away, 
wipe away, decades of your hypocrisy and give you true eternal life now because he's a 
gracious Savior. 

You say, "After all this time? After all the hypocrisy?" Go back to verse 1. Exactly 
because that's who God is. That's how great the love of God is in the offer of salvation to 
you. The decades of hypocrisy will be taken off the books and the righteousness of Christ 
put on your account if you will repent and put your faith in Christ and he promises 
forgiveness and eternal life to you. Why? Why? Why would you continue another 
moment in that hypocrisy that has marked your life? Why would you do that when this 
great salvation is right in front of you and Christ calls you from his word and says, 
"Come to me and I'll give you rest"? For the rest of us, for Christians, to sum it up in just 
one sentence: we belong to Christ and we're going to see his face. That is glorious. All of 
God's grace, all to God's glory.

Bow with me in prayer.

Father, what can we say to these things? We're inadequate to proclaim them, we're 
inadequate to understand them, we are in adequate to receive them, and yet you have 
given them to us ever so graciously. All we can say, Father, is thank you and in a 
sanctified way, Lord Jesus, we say we will see you later and we will really see you and 
then we will be with you, belonging to you forever. We long for that day. Bring it quickly 
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but give just enough time for those here that don't know Christ to repent and come to 
you. We don't want to go by ourselves, Father, we want you to bring others into this 
realm of salvation that we enjoy and so we pray that you would continue the work of 
your Spirit, saving souls, bringing them to this great hope and letting us in the meantime 
grow and prosper in the grace and knowledge of this unspeakably great Lord Jesus 
Christ to whom we give all the glory, all the thanks, and all the praise. Jesus, we love 
you. Amen.

You have been listening to Pastor Don Green from Truth Community Church. For more 
information about our ministry including Pastor Don's blog and our location and service 
times, please visit us at truthcommunitychurch.com. You will also find Don's sermon 
library where you can download free messages on many biblical passages and topics. 
This message is copyrighted by Don Green. All rights reserved. 
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