
IV. ENJOY THE BLESSINGS OF BELIEVING (1:59-80) 
 

A. Zacharias and Elizabeth were blessed with a ________ 
named _______________  (vs 59-63; also see vs 13-17) 

 
John means the grace of Jehovah. 

 

“Lo, children are an heritage of the LORD: and the fruit 
of the womb is his reward.”               Psalm 127:3 

 
“6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was 
John. 
7 The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the 
Light, that all men through him might believe. 
8 He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of 
that Light.”         John 1:6-8 

 
“For I say unto you, Among those that are born of 
women there is not a greater prophet than John the 
Baptist: but he that is least in the kingdom of God is 
greater than he.”        Luke 7:28 

 
B. All of us have been blessed with a _______________ 

named _______________ (vs 64-80) 
 

“We having the same spirit of faith, according as it is 
written, I believed, and therefore have I spoken; we also 
believe, and therefore speak;”   II Corinthians 4:13 

 
“18 Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed 
with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your 
vain conversation received by tradition from your 
fathers; 
19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb 
without blemish and without spot: 
20 Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of 
the world, but was manifest in these last times for you, 
21 Who by him do believe in God, that raised him up 
from the dead, and gave him glory; that your faith and 
hope might be in God.”           I Peter 1:18-21 

 
 

CONCLUSION:  Don’t stop believing!! 
 

“Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe, all things are possible to 
him that believeth.”        Mark 9:23 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
A. One of the most popular messages of Christmas is captured in a 

single word:  believe.  Many people are believing in the arrival of 
gifts and family, however few are focused on believing in Jesus 
Christ.  He is the reason for the season and hope is found in Him so 
don’t stop believing!!! 

 
Elizabeth said to Mary, “And blessed is she that believed: for there 
shall be a performance of those things which were told her from the 
Lord.”          Luke 1:45 
 

 
 

B. Join me as we unwrap four Christmas messages on believing.  
Come and discover hope this Christmas! 
 
TODAY Don’t Stop Believing When Doubting 
Dec 12 Don’t Stop Believing When Stressing 
Dec 19 Don’t Stop Believing When Working 
Dec 26 Don’t Stop Believing When Waiting 

 
This series is based on Luke chapters one and two. 

 
 

 
C. TEXT: Luke 1:5-25; 57-80 (Pew Bible Page 57/New Testament) 

 
The word “believe” is used ________ times in the New Testament. 
 
This passage focuses on Zacharias and Elizabeth and how they 
believed when ____________________. 

 
 
 
 



HOW TO BELIEVE WHEN DOUBTING 
 
I. KNOW THAT BELIEVING PEOPLE DOUBT (1:5-18) 
 

 A. Zacharias & Elizabeth were a ________ people (vs 5-7) 
 

“6 As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, 
so walk ye in him: 
7 Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, 
as ye have been taught, abounding therein with 
thanksgiving.”         Colossians 2:6-7 

 
 B. Zacharias was a __________________ priest (vs 8-13a) 
 

“For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of 
power, and of love, and of a sound mind.”   

       II Timothy 1:7 
 
 C. Zacharias was a _________________ priest (vs 13b-18) 
 

“But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he 
that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is 
a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.”   

        Hebrews 11:6 
 
II. ACCEPT THE CONSEQUENCES OF DOUBT (1:19-22) 
 

Faith is rewarded, but unbelief is _______________. (vs 19-20) 
 
Zacharias was unable to speak.  When he left the holy place he 
was unable to give the priestly benediction to the people. (vs 
21-22) 
 
“22 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 
23 Speak unto Aaron and unto his sons, saying, On this wise ye 
shall bless the children of Israel, saying unto them, 
24 The LORD bless thee, and keep thee: 
25 The LORD make his face shine upon thee, and be gracious 
unto thee: 
26 The LORD lift up his countenance upon thee, and give thee 
peace. 
27 And they shall put my name upon the children of Israel; and 
I will bless them.”         Numbers 6:22-27 

 
 

 A. Doubt limits assurance of ____________________. 
 

“These things have I written unto you that believe on the 
name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have 
eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the 
Son of God.”        I John 5:13 

 
 
 B. Doubt limits confidence for ____________________. 
 

“But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is 
come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses…”  Acts 1:8a 

 
 
 C. Doubt limits boldness in ____________________. 
 

“Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, 
that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time 
of need.”              Hebrews 4:16 

 
III. BELIEVE IN GOD’S TIMING (1:23-25, 57-58) 
 
 A. God’s timing is ____________________  (vs 23-25) 
 

“Thy prayer is heard” (v 13) 
 
When we pray a prayer that is not right, God will _____. 
When we pray a prayer and we are not right, God will 
say,  ____________________. 
When we pray a prayer and the timing is not right, God 
will say, ____________________. 
But, when we pray a prayer and all is right, God will 
say, ____________________. 

 
 
 B. God’s timing is ____________________  (vs 57-58) 
 

“1 To every thing there is a season, and a time to every 
purpose under the heaven: 
2 A time to be born, and a time to die;…”   

Ecclesiastes 3:1-2a 
 

“Behold, I am the LORD, the God of all flesh: is there 
any thing too hard for me?”         Jeremiah 32:27 


