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I would like you to turn in your Bibles today to the book of Exodus chapter two.  Exodus 
chapter two, I would like to read verses one to 10.   
 

And there went a man of the house of Levi, and took to wife a daughter of 
Levi.  And the woman conceived, and bare a son: and when she saw him 
that he was a goodly child, she hid him three months.  And when she 
could not longer hide him, she took for him an ark of bulrushes, and 
daubed it with slime and with pitch, and put the child therein; and she laid 
it in the flags by the river’s brink.  And his sister stood afar off, to wit 
what would be done to him.   
 
And the daughter of Pharaoh came down to wash herself at the river; and 
her maidens walked along by the river’s side; and when she saw the ark 
among the flags, she sent her maid to fetch it.  And when she had opened 
it, she saw the child: and, behold, the babe wept. And she had compassion 
on him, and said, This is one of the Hebrews’ children.  Then said his 
sister to Pharaoh’s daughter, Shall I go and call to thee a nurse of the 
Hebrew women, that she may nurse the child for thee?  And Pharaoh’s 
daughter said to her, Go. And the maid went and called the child’s mother.  
And Pharaoh’s daughter said unto her, Take this child away, and nurse it 
for me, and I will give thee thy wages. And the woman took the child, and 
nursed it.  And the child grew, and she brought him unto Pharaoh’s 
daughter, and he became her son. And she called his name Moses: and she 
said, Because I drew him out of the water.1 

 
This morning we want to look at the life and the example and testimony of Moses’ 
mother Jochabed, a woman of great faith whose life had a great bearing on the kingdom 
of God because she was a mother. 
 
In fact, her faith is so noted in the Scripture, so held up in the Scripture that if you go to 
Hebrews chapter 11, what we call today the great hall of faith because we believe the 
halls of fame that men put up are nothing but will molder and fall to ruins, but those of 

                                                
1 Exodus 2:1-10. 
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faith, even though they be unsung, unknown or even known, it is faith that makes a 
person great in the eyes of God.   
 
And in the Hebrews chapter 11 various acts of faith are noted.  And one of those is 
Jochabed. 
 
Did you ever think of her as being in the great hall of faith in Hebrews 11?  She is. And 
we will look there a little bit later. She is there because her mothering of Moses.  
 
This morning we would like to look at four characteristics of her in her role as a mother.  
It is our hope and prayer that these four characteristics will provide inspiration, challenge 
to each mother who is gathered here today, that each mother will take heart in their 
calling before God in their role as a mother and see the great significance of this woman’s 
life and of your life and of your role in that calling of motherhood.   
 
Four characteristics mark the life of Jochabed.  There may be others, but I would like to 
focus on these four this morning. 
 
The first thing is that as we look at her we see that she is a mother who sees her child’s 
potential for God.  She is a mother who sees her child’s potential for God.   
 
In the historical setting of Exodus chapter two Israel is in Egypt.  A pharaoh has risen 
who knew not Joseph and has put them to slavery. He has sought to use this people to his 
own advantage and his own purpose.  But something has been happening that has caused 
him concern.  The slaves are multiplying too quickly.  In fact, if current trends continue 
there will be more of them in the land, the Hebrews, than of us, the Egyptians. And what 
happens if they unite against us with another enemy and come and overthrow us? We 
have got to do something about this. Here is the solution. All male babies of the Israelites 
are to be put to death.  
 
A cruel, heartless, godless command has been given. And in the face of that command, in 
the severe sanctions that would be visited upon any who would dare to flaunt it our 
passage opens.  
 
So let us look at it.  It seems to be a very simple affair.  A man of the house of Levi takes 
a wife of the daughter of Levi, a very common event.  A man and woman gathering in 
marriage, joining in marriage.  And it says that the woman conceived.  Again, a very 
normal, unexceptional event.  Marry, conceive and then she bears a son.  And you 
wonder how she greeted that son.  Perhaps she was praying for a daughter because she 
knew the king’s commandment.  God gave her a son.  What will she do? 
 
The text says, “And when she saw him that he was a goodly child, she hid him three 
months.”2 
 

                                                
2 Exodus 2:2.  
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The child is born.  In the circumstances where the death sentence is upon him, even 
before he comes into the world and the child is born and she looks at this child. She 
ponders this child.  And in a sense it is beyond the natural affections that any mother 
would have toward the birth of a son, she perceives something about this child. He is a 
goodly child.  And therefore she acts in faith.  Taking upon herself great risk she hides 
him for three months.  
 
Now let us look at this idea of verse two.  The consideration of the word “saw” here, the 
Hebrew does not simply refer to that of just some physical sight.  It carries with it the 
connotation of deeper thought.  It carries with it the concept of perception based on 
contemplating something that brings you to an understanding. And so it doesn’t just mean 
she looks at the child and he is beautiful.  Well, it could mean simply handsome, fair, in 
the physical sense. 
 
But the Hebrew term can also mean something that is this idea of distinguished or 
greatness even.   
 
And so though it may see simple to you, she sees the child. Hey, it is a boy. I don’t want 
him to die. Let’s  just... that is not the purpose of the inspired Word of God here. It is 
talking about a process that took place in the mind and heart of this mother as God has 
given her a son. She contemplates this.  She thinks deeply about him. She looks at this 
son and she sees that he is a beautiful or a goodly child.   
 
Now let’s look at a couple of others verses to help with the sense. This is such an 
important phrase. It is repeated two other times in the New Testament.  Look at Acts 
seven and verse 20 in Stephen’s recital of history of Israel.   
 
Verse 19 or verse 18. 
 

Till another king arose, which knew not Joseph.  The same dealt subtilly 
with our kindred, and evil entreated our fathers, so that they cast out their 
young children, to the end they might not live.  In which time Moses was 
born, and was exceeding fair, and nourished up in his father’s house three 
months:  And when he was cast out, Pharaoh’s daughter took him up, and 
nourished him for her own son.3 
 

Notice verse 20.  He was known to be exceedingly fair. And the actual word here that is 
used here could be translated fair to God. Again, it is not talking about the fact that 
Moses was a handsome child, though he may have been. And that may have even been 
the thing that got their attention. But the idea is that the child in the eyes of Jochabed and 
also of Amram his father, they saw that this child was fair unto God. This child belonged 
to God. This child had a purpose in the plan of God. 
 
Look at Hebrews 11 verse 23, the chapter on faith and the recital of the great acts of faith 
that took place in the Old Testament. But notice what it says in verse 23. 
                                                
3 Acts 7:18-21. 
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“By faith Moses...”4 
 
Now not talking about Moses’ faith here.  It should by by faith, comma, Moses when he 
was born. 
 
What does it say?   
 
“...was hid three months of his parents.”5 
 
It is the faith of the parents.  And when the Hebrew text of Exodus two focuses primarily 
on Jochabed and that is the primary focus that we have today, but it certainly includes 
her.  But the faith of this woman Jochabed when Moses was born hid him three months 
because... reason given.  “They saw that he was a proper child.”6 
 
Again, the idea of proper there is beautiful, distinguished and great.   
 
“And they were not afraid of the king’s commandment.”7 
 
There is two reasons that led them to hide this child. Number one, they saw something in 
this child that was unique. In the eyes of faith they saw this child as being someone 
whose hand was in the hand of God. This child that God had given to them was a 
beautiful child, a good child a proper child.  And, secondly, they weren’t afraid of the 
king.  They weren’t afraid of the sanctions that would come upon them if it was 
discovered what they had done. 
 
And so we have these three texts—Exodus two, Acts 7:20, Hebrews 11:23—and the text 
of Exodus two focuses upon the fact that she saw in this child something great.  And it 
may have even been that she was the means of convincing her husband of this because 
that is how the story begins.  It doesn’t say they saw, but she saw.  
 
What does it mean? 
 
C F Kyle suggests, quote, “The very beauty of the child was to her a peculiar token of 
divine approval and a sign that God had some special design for him,” end of quote. 
 
And so the Bible does not specifically explain what was meant. The implications, I think, 
are clear, because it was on the basis of this perception that they acted.  And it tells us 
that Jochabed perceived that there was something, some work God had for her son, that 
his call was upon his life and that she had a calling as a mother to protect that life and to 
nurture that life.  Because of that she acted.   
 

                                                
4 Hebrews 11:23.  
5 Ibid.  
6 Ibid.  
7 Ibid.  
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Mothers, how do you view your children?  When you look at your child what do you see? 
Do you contemplate the beauty of that child in the same sense that Jochabed 
contemplated the beauty of her child her son?   
 
How do you look at your children, each one of them?  Mothers, think of them right now 
by name and see them in their view. When you look at them, what do you see? Do you 
see just a living being that you are a responsibility to care for? Do you see someone that 
perhaps took last night’s sleep away from you? Do you sometimes and some mothers, 
God forbid, see them as a burden?  Some mothers prefer one child over the other. And all 
of these kinds of things go to the mind, but my challenge to you is: how do you view your 
children, your son, your daughter, your sons, your daughters, plural?   
 
Perhaps you see their ways, a little bit stubborn, maybe a little bit rebellious. You are 
always constantly having to deal with them and train them and you just get frustrated 
with this and you might begin to throw up your hands.  How do you view your children?  
 
Here is the challenge of Jochabed. She saw the child as a gift from God and recognized 
that it had a calling from God and she had a crucial roll in seeing that calling be fulfilled. 
She saw her child’s potential for God.  She looked on her son not as, oh, no, it is a son in 
the sense that the difficult days in which she lived. She looked on her son and she saw 
this man, this little baby man was someone who trusted her to train and to protect for the 
glory of God and his kingdom. She saw him as a potential servant of the living God. That 
is her example.   
 
And that is how mothers should look at all of their children, that God has given to them, 
you, a covenant keeping woman, you who live in the presence of God, you who have 
cried out to God for children, you whom God has answered that prayer and he has given 
them to you. Look at them like Jochabed looked at hers. This is a beautiful child, a 
goodly child, a proper child.   
 
You say, “Well, like there are so many imperfections.” 
 
I like this story of Michelangelo in that regard.  I am told that his great masterpiece 
sculpture of David began with a damaged piece of marble that most people would say 
could not be turned into a sculpture.   
 
But he saw within that damaged marble potential.  With the eye of a genius, with the eye 
of a master he saw that and he began to think how I will chip it here.  I will chip it there 
and he conceived a great project to turn that damaged piece of marble into a masterpiece.  
And then with that perspective and [?] could say it this way.  He saw that this was goodly 
marble, proper marble.  And instead of casting it aside like others may have he set to 
work with patience, with care and with devotion. And he turned it into one of the greatest 
masterpieces of human art of all time. 
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We believe that our children are given to us as sinners.   They are damaged marble.  But 
let’s remember that we caused the damage.  We passed them on to them. So let’s be 
patient with them.   
 
Mother, do you see that piece of marble, the one that sometimes might be even the most 
frustrating to you? 
 
God gave me this child.  With care, purpose and devotion and the grace of God I am 
going to shape them into a masterpiece for Jesus Christ.   
 
Children are a gift from God.  
 
“The fruit of the womb is his reward.”8  
 
But Malachi also says that he gives to us this reward, but he seeks from us a godly 
offspring.  Meaning we have work to do to shape that child.  But until you see the goal, 
until you understand what you are about as a mother. You are not just about feeding and 
clothing a child, educating a child in the three Rs.  You are called by the living God to 
shape this child into becoming a masterpiece for Jesus Christ. Jochabed acted in her 
unique circumstances, in the crisis of her day, what she needed to do as a mother, putting 
her life on the line perhaps, putting her other children and all of her family at risk, 
perhaps, she moved with favor because she said, “God gave me this child and I am going 
to do my duty in regard to this child.” 
 
There are many illustrations from history of godly women who did their work. One of the 
favorites, I think, of all of us because she so stands out was Susannah Wesley.   
 
One time and this is in W Y Fullerton’s book she said to her absent husband, Susannah 
Wesley wrote, quote, “I am a woman. But I am also the mistress of a large family.  And 
though the superior charge of the souls contained in it lies upon you, yet even in your 
long absence I cannot but look upon every soul you leave under my charge as a talent 
committed to me under a trust.  I am not a man nor a minister, yet as a mother and a 
mistress I felt I ought to do more than I have yet done.  I resolve to begin with my own 
children in which I observe the following method. I take such a portion of time as I can 
spare every night to discourse with each child apart.  On Monday I talk with Molly.  On 
Tuesday with Hety, Wednesday with Nancy, Thursday with Jackie, Friday with Patty, 
Saturday with Charles,” end of quote. 
 
The author says, “No wonder John and Charles Wesley, the two boys of the home, 
emerged from such influence as God’s heralds and from similar influence Charles and 
James Spurgeon, the two sons of another home.” 
 
And we will talk about Mrs. Spurgeon a little bit later.  
 

                                                
8 Psalm 127:3.  
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Note that every one of the children, no favoritism. Every one of them was a charge to her. 
She looked and she thought of Molly. Molly is a beautiful child.  I am going to frame her 
into a masterpiece.  And I am going to take the time that is necessary to do that.  And 
then there is Hetty and then there is Nancy and then there is Jackie and then there is Patty 
and then there is Charles.  Perhaps John wasn’t born yet at this time. I don’t know.   
 
Like Jochabed she was a mother who saw her child’s potential for God.  The challenge, 
the inspiration to each mother here is to look at each one of their children as a divine 
trust, given to them and that you are to see their potential and the great work of your life 
is to shape them according to your calling, according to your role, according to the gifts 
God gives to you to shape them to become masterpieces for Jesus Christ.  
 
The second thing I would like you to note with me about Jochabed in verse two and 
based on what we have already read Hebrews 11:23 is she is a mother who raises her 
child, her children in the fear of God.  That is, she acts in the fear of God. Certainly she is 
raising them to fear God, but what I mean by this she raises her children, she raised 
Moses and also two other very distinguished servants which we will mention in a 
moment, three masterpieces came from her home. She seeks to raise them herself acting 
in the fear of God.  She is a mother who lives in the fear of God. And of course we know 
fear here does not mean terror.  It means that of a deep abiding respect and honor and 
reverence to the living God who has called her to be a mother.   
 
What does she do? What... how do we know this? We see this in verse two where it says 
she hid him three months.  Why did she hide him? She had to hide him because the death 
sentence had already been passed upon him by the great and mighty Pharaoh, great and 
mighty Pharaoh.  To be called in before Pharaoh was to be called in before a god, so the 
Egyptians said, whose word was absolute law, who held in your palm your life, his palm, 
your life.  You don’t mess with Pharaoh.  He doesn’t like you?  Off with your head.  You 
disobey his commandment?  Woe to you. 
 
But in view of that, she hid him anyway.  This was direct disobedience to his command 
and that is where Hebrews 11—go back there again—gives the divine commentary on 
this great act of faith. This woman carried out.   
 
As we saw in 11:23. 
 
“By faith Moses, when he was born, was hid three months of his parents, because they 
saw he was a proper child; and they were not afraid of the king’s commandment.”9 
 
This is the great commentary on this passage.  They acted by faith.  This is what caused 
them, we are told, to hide Moses. And their faith is seen in this text in Hebrews from two 
perspectives. Number one, they knew their son’s life was sacred having come from God 
and they knew that God had a plan and purpose of their son. They feared God and trusted 
God to work.  They had a whole theology of children behind them.  They knew that this 
child, even as God had promised to Abraham that in his seed would the kingdom go 
                                                
9 Hebrews 11:23.  
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forward, this was a seed of Abraham. This was a seed of Levi, a descendant of Abraham. 
They saw this son as part of God’s purpose for the kingdom. 
 
But in a unique circumstance they had to act in a unique way.  And the unique 
circumstances caused them in faith to disobey the king’s commandment which it says 
they were not afraid of. They were willing to die in other words.   
 
Now why didn’t they fear the king?   
 
Compare Scripture to Scripture.  You either fear man or you fear who?  You fear God.  
She feared God.  She would rather stand before Pharaoh who could order her execution 
than stand before her God and hear him say, “Why did you fail?  I gave you this goodly 
son. I put him into your charge to protect his life and to nourish him and to do all you 
could possibly do to bring him to manhood that he might serve me and what do you do? 
You feared men instead of me.  Shame on you.”  
 
She didn’t want that. She didn’t care what men said. Her mothering was not determined 
by—and we will expand the application here now—to cultural norms, to family 
expectations, that is outside of the family.  She is walking with her husband in this. She 
was not a woman who feared what men thought about her.   
 
You are staying home?   
 
Am I? 
 
Make something of your life.  Go out and pull down a certain figure salary. Get out there 
and find fulfillment.  You are stuck with diapers and dishes all day. What is wrong with 
you, lady?   
 
Those are the kind of pressures. And [?] intense out there. Thank God we have a 
sanctuary here where we can come together. I don’t mean building sanctuary, that you 
mothers can come here and we say, “Keep doing it, mom.  You are doing a good job. 
You are Christ’s servant. We love you. Keep at the task. Don’t listen to the world.”   
 
Thank God you have that. Some mothers really don’t and they go in to church and they 
are persecuted and harassed. They are looked down. Oh, another child?  Or something 
like that.   
 
Jochabed faced her own pressures, pretty intense.  But she didn’t care what the king said.  
She knew what God had called her to do and, mothers, you have to carry out your 
mothering in the fear of God, not concerned with what men say or what men think.  And 
we live in a culture that is anti Christian motherhood.  We live in a culture that has 
destroyed the biblical concept of motherhood and true biblical femininity.  It has given to 
us a counterfeit.  It has given to us a lie.  And so many dear women have bought into that 
lie. And when I say they have bought into it if they were just... it was everywhere. Their 
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parents taught them that. Their church taught them that. Their culture taught them that 
and the  poor dear souls don’t even know better.   
 
They are living a life that someday they will have to give account for as a mother before 
God.  
 
But we look somewhere else.  And that as a Christian mother you realize that each one of 
your children is a sacred trust from God and you are going to act accordingly in the fear 
of God to raise them as you believe you are called.  
 
And one of the things you are going to do is your are going to stay home and be with 
your children.  You are not going to leave them to day care to state care.  Even to daddy 
care which some are twisting up now and the mother goes to work and daddy stays home.   
 
Because you understand your role and you act in the fear of God and God has said to you, 
not man has said to you, not males who desire to hold you down and make you their 
servants, God forbid any man would ever think such a thing. But you have heard the 
Word of God say to you, for example: 
 

The aged women likewise, that they be in behaviour as becometh holiness, 
not false accusers, not given to much wine, teachers of good things; That 
they may teach the young women to be sober, to love their husbands, [but 
now specifically] to love their children.10 

 
And do you know what biblical love is? Self sacrifice for the good of others.  And you 
have heard God say to you, “Love your children.  Sacrifice for them.  Give yourself for 
them. Go to whatever lengths necessary in self denial for them even as Jesus sets the 
ultimate example of self denial and sacrifice for us.” 
 
“To be discreet, to be chaste, keepers at home.”11  
 
At home. That is what God says.  That is your realm of great ministry. That is your 
kingdom calling. That is your area of influence. That is where you have been given 
incredible opportunity and authority and blessing and honor. Don’t leave that to go out 
and sit and be some man’s secretary or even be that man’s boss.  
 
This is God’s sphere. This is God’s calling to you.  And as a Christian woman you reject 
all the voices of the world, all the pharaoh’s commandments, all of the unkind looks and 
words and the shake of the head at your foolishness.  
 
And you say, “I will be a keeper at home.  I will stay at home and I will do my duty come 
what may, sacrifices, whatever they are. I fear God, not man.”  
 

                                                
10 Titus 2:3-4.  
11 Titus 2:5.  
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How many potential servants of God in terms of children given to Christian homes 
have... perhaps they have turned out to some degree, but no masterpieces here because 
the mother, fearing men, has bought into the cultural norms and she has left her children 
behind and aside and she has gone out into the world? How many because of mothers 
who didn’t fear God like they feared men and the pressures that come upon them, who 
are afraid to stand and say, “Listen dear sister, dear brother, mom or dad, this is why I am 
doing what I am doing. I mean no disrespect to you. I mean no condemnation of you. But 
I fear God and God has called me to this and I will do it. I trust that you will some day 
see that I have acted as a servant under divine command”? 
 
Mothers are under so much pressure today, cultural and it is in all these spheres, from 
their families to their churches to their wider culture.   
 
Be a mother who fears God, who searches the Scriptures and discerns from your God, not 
from your husband, not from your pastor, not from your whatever, from God discern your 
calling as you are called to fear God first and foremost and that you will walk as a mother 
in the fear of the Lord.   
 
One of the things that you will learn in the Scripture. Not only are you to stay at home, 
but in loving your children you will be a mother who brings discipline and order into 
your home and into the lives of your children. And a mother’s role as a disciplinarian is 
not quite the same as a father’s.  Some rich discussions I have had with a brother here of 
late. We have been exploring some of these things and I think I would like to share some 
of the insights that he has shared which I think are very, very good that he... that in the 
younger years of life is when the mother’s role is particularly important to discipline the 
children.  The older they get the more that transfers over to the hand of the husband. Not, 
again, that the husband doesn’t do any disciplining in the early years, but beyond that one 
of the most important insights that I think has been gained in these discussions is that he 
pointed out to me that the greatest thing that a woman can do, a mother can do to train her 
children in submission to God ordained authority is that she models it by submission to 
her husband, that she models it and teaches even when she doesn’t agree with the 
husband, even when something to her does not seem to be the wisest course of action, but 
as she comes under her husband’s authority and she submits to it, the children are 
watching. They are watching and if you rebel against it because it is not wise in your 
opinion or you don’t agree with him, the children are thinking, has, I don’t agree with 
you, mom. And I don’t think this is a wise decision so I am going to rebel against you 
and I will transfer that to dad, too, when he does something wise and what I don’t like. 
 
And the power of a mother to shape her child into godly submission, to godly authority is 
incalculable.  And it is through her example.   
 
A mother who raises her child in the fear of God and she submits to her husband because 
she fears God, not him.  She has got her marching orders from the Lord.  She sees her 
role in biblical terms and so she submits to her husband and she puts a glowing example 
to her children that is so powerful they will never, ever forget it.  And they will honor her 
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and they will rejoice in what they have seen. But if a mother is rebellious to her husband 
she sows the seeds of a similar rebellion in her children.   
 
You could almost see it would be exponential in the sense that for an equal equation, 
perhaps she is somewhat submissive.  So the children are going to learn to be somewhat 
submissive.  Perhaps she is very submissive. What are the children going to learn? To be 
very submissive.  Perhaps she is unsubmissive. What are the children going to learn?  To 
be unsubmissive to authority.   
 
The mother who fears God, Jochabed. And the example that we are drawing from here is 
she didn’t fear the king’s command.   
 
Do it to me what you please, if you find out.  I will serve God an I will protect this boy 
and I will bring him up for the glory of God.   
 
Number three, she is a mother who commits her child to the providence of God.  She is a 
mother who commits her child or her children into the hands of God’s all wise 
providence. This is one of the most powerful aspects of the story of Exodus chapter two 
verses three to 10.   
 
God’s providence screams from every opening, every letter.   
 
Let’s look at what happened here.  For three months they hid him. And that must have 
been very nerve wracking. Motherhood is nerve wracking.  But for three months she 
would... she and her husband hid him.  But it appears that they came to this decision. She 
came to this decision that we can no longer go this route.  His life is in danger. We have 
done everything we can do.  We now have to put our son in the hands of the providence 
of God.   
 
Her own human resources had run out and it says she could not longer hide him. It 
doesn’t tell us why, but it says this is the fact.  She couldn’t do it anymore. She couldn’t 
hid him anymore.   
 
So what does she do? She commits her child’s future, his life into the hands of almighty 
God. She comes up with this plan. She acts responsibly.  She acts wisely, not foolishly. 
She takes some of the bulrushes, some of the reeds, fashions them into a goat. And that, 
by the way, the bull rushes are the things the Egyptians made their river boats out of.  So 
she makes a miniature boat for him. She puts him in this and puts him among the... it says 
here the flags.  That refers to the bull rushes. It refers to the plants that were along the 
river. And she puts him there. 
 
Now just note something here interestingly.  Archaeology can help us a little bit here in 
seeing what is taking place.  There are similar stories in other writings of other nations of 
kings and rulers in a similar way being placed in a river in a boat.   
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What this indicates is that this was a way, perhaps even common way of abandoning 
babies in the ancient world. Today what do they do when they want a baby... you don’t 
want a baby, at least I don’t know what they do today, but I remember when I was 
younger you didn’t... you don’t want a baby, but you want it cared for. You don’t want it 
to die. You take it, lay it on the hospital step wrapped up nice and warm and you are not 
acting foolishly. You know somebody is going to find it.  And you know they are going 
to care for it.  Similar here is that they would take a child and put it down in the areas 
where people would come to draw water and bathe, safely in a boat and that then would 
be found.  They knew that was the place to be put it be found.  And particularly she puts 
it the place that she knows the pharaoh’s daughter comes every day.    
 
She is not acting foolishly here. It is not just casting out in presumption or in some way 
testing God.  She thinks it through.  Here is the place we are going to put him.  And so 
she acts with careful thought, but she ultimately realizes this has to be in the providence 
of God. You know, but if it is possible that something could happen to him in that boat.  
It is possible that a soldier could find him. There is all kinds of possibilities. This is not a 
sure thing. But she acts with wisdom.   
 
But ultimately she is committing Moses into the hands of God’s providence.   
 
And verse four shows that there is no way that they have abandoned Moses.  The next 
thing of prudence she does is she has Miriam stay near by to see what is going to happen 
and perhaps, if necessary even to go in and rescue him if something... if it would tip over 
or something. 
 
But what is wonderful about this passage from the divine providence thing is we see God 
at work in a marvelous way. God has a plan for Moses. Go had a plan for delivering 
Israel from Egypt and he has a plan for delivering Moses from the pharaoh’s command.  
 
And so who comes along in the providence of God at the right time, but Pharaoh’s 
daughter who God’s providence has prepared to be sympathetic.  It is a woman for one 
thing.  It is better that a woman finds an abandoned baby than a man, but also God has 
prepared her heart and she looks into the basket. She sees the child and her heart is knit to 
him by the providence of God.   
 
Moses is going to be prepared to be the leader of God’s people to establish a nation, to 
rule, be the author of the books of the law and he is brought up then in a household where 
he is being prepared for Egyptian service to be a leader in the nation and be a one who 
can write and to work and govern.  
 
Providence of God. Found by the exact person that God had chosen for him to be found 
by.  But not only that, Moses is given back to his mother under divine, not divine, under 
[?] protection, pharaoh's daughter.  Given to him for a number of years where she can and 
Amram can continue to train him and teach him in the holy faith of Israel and prepare 
him for that day when he has to leave their home which all of us as mothers need to be 
thinking. 



Page 13 of 23 
 

 
You only have a limited amount of time. I am sure because the time that they had with 
him they knew was short they gave everything they had in prayer and diligence to train 
that young man because some day he was leaving home and their influence over him 
would end. 
 
Remember, mothers, that is each of your children.  And you don’t now how much time 
you will have in the preparation of that child.  And this is your hour.  This is your 
moment. This is your opportunity.  Pour your life into your children so that when they are 
taken and they have to go into the world and Moses went into an extremely difficult 
situation, idolatry and all kinds of things would be associated with the household that he 
would have gone into.  But Moses was prepared.  And she had been an agent of the Lord 
in preparing her.   
 
In verses seven to 10 we see the providence of God so clearly.   
 
You know it is probably also... you know, pharaoh’s daughters are not usually too dumb. 
She probably saw it all.  She realized this was the sister of this little boy. I mean, he was 
just right there.  And she realized she was giving the boy back to his mother. You know, 
and yet she saw that that was what was necessary for this circumstance. She couldn’t 
nurse the child and she hears the request. She gives Moses back for a time. She has 
claimed him as her own, but for the time of nursing and he is returned in the proper time.  
 
God’s sovereign control of events are seen so clearly and so wonderfully and so 
beautifully in this passage. 
 
There is also another thing to notice about this passage, very striking.  We all understand 
that this is a crucial turning point in Israel’s history. Here is the appointed deliverer for 
God’s people, Moses.  We talk of Moses, Moses, Moses.  Great man. In fact in the book 
of Hebrews we see him as the greatest... understood as the greatest man of the Old 
Testament.  Of course very similar would have been Abraham and David.  But a great 
man. 
 
But J H Hirch, a Jewish commentator, not a Christian makes these comments on this 
passage.  And there is one real problem in this, he forgets Jochabed. But still listen to 
what he says because I am going to add Jochabed to what he says. 
 
“Pharaoh’s plans for the annihilation of the Israelite children are defeated by women.  
Look at it.  The human feelings in the midwives.” 
 
He is going back, actually, to the previous chapter and the midwives wouldn’t kill the 
children as they were born and the midwife who attended, we don’t read this, but there 
would have been a midwife who attended Jochabed’s birth also.   
 
The midwives, the tender sympathy of a woman of royal birth and a sister’s watchfulness 
and resource in extremity.  
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I don’t know why it doesn’t mention Jochabed.  
 
But let’s put her in there.  And then he says this, quoting the rabbis. 
 
“It was the merit—and that is one of the problems here, but anyway, it was the merit of 
pious women that Israel owed its redemption in Egypt.”   
 
May it never be said Immanuel Free Reformed Church this ministry does not hold in the 
highest esteem possible the godly ministry of women for the kingdom of God.  You may 
amen to Mr. Hirsch.   
 
The men wanted the babies killed. We don’t know where the men were in this, but God 
used the women in this critically important pivotal moment in the history of redemption 
to save Moses’ life and to prepare him for future.  
 
But every mother must learn the lesson of Jochabed and commit their children, their son, 
their daughter, their sons or daughters into the hands of God.   
 
There is only so much you can do. You cannot be with them every second.  You cannot 
protect them every moment.  In both physical and moral situations this world is too big, 
the variables are too great.  You are a limited woman.  And you have to ... how you... you 
can be afraid and you can fear and you can worry and you can fret or you can put your 
children by faith in the hands of God, providence. I mean, Moses was pretty extremity, 
wasn’t he?  Death sentence over his head, suspended in a little reed boat in the Nile.  
 
But she put him there because she knew she couldn’t take care of him any longer and 
God had to do it.  There were situations beyond our control. There are limitations to what 
we can do. But none of these are beyond the providence of God. We must se that in all of 
our efforts, in the end if we have not committed our children to God our efforts are in 
vain.  And this would bring me to this challenge that I think it is prayer that is the starting 
point of this whole process. 
 
Prayer is the essential means whereby a mother commits her child to the providence of 
God.  A mother is called to be always crying out to God and saying, “Lord, I have... I do 
this...” 
 
For simple evangelism, you cannot touch the child’s heart.  You cannot open it I should 
say. It is closed and it has been closed since Adam.  And there is only one person who 
has the key to that heart and it is the living God through the regenerating power of the 
Spirit and the Word. You can’t open the heart to Jesus Christ.   
 
You want your children to be Christians.  You have got to commit that to the hands of 
God, the providence of God in his timing and in his way and in his power to take the key 
of the gospel and turn it in that heart and bring that child to Christ.   
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Prayer, prayer for the sanctification of the child, prayer that God must feed them from the 
Word of God. 
 
Again, you can have Bible studies with your children.  You can have them memorize 
verses as regenerate Christian children, but only God can make it effective.   
 
Do you see the point here? You must commit your child into the hands of God. It is his 
providential governing of all of events and every event in the life of that child that is 
determinative. And you must by faith not fight against that, but commit them to that.  
You must see like Jochabed. You come to a point in your life and you come to these 
points many times when there is just simply nothing more you can do and you have to put 
the child in the hands of God.   
 
Reading again from Fullerton’s biography where he quotes and points to Saint Augustine 
and his Confessions and what he had to say about his mother.  I believe her name was 
Monica.   
 
Another one of those stories, a great man, a godly mother first.  
 
Augustine says, “My earthly mother was deeply anxious because in the pure faith of her 
heart she was in great labor to ensure my eternal salvation than she had been at my birth, 
greater labor to assure my spiritual birth” he says, “than she had when she gave physical 
birth to me, more pain, more intensity.” 
 
He goes on. 
 
“But you sent down your help from above and rescued my soul for depths of this 
darkness because my mother. Your faithful servant wept to you for me, shedding more 
tears for my spiritual death than other mothers shed for the bodily death of a son. For in 
her faith and in the Spirit which she had from you she looked on me as dead. You heard 
her and did not despise the tears stream down and watered the earth in every place where 
she bowed her head in prayer.  For nearly nine years or yet to come during which I 
wallowed deep in the mire and the darkness of delusion.  Often I tried to lift myself only 
to plunge deeper. Yet all this time this chaste, devout and prudent mother, a widow, such 
as is close to your heart never ceased to pray at all hours and to offer you the tears she 
shed for me.” 
 
Commit your children to the providence of God.   
 
Number four, she is a mother whose children went on to do great things for God.  This is 
the inspiration.  She was a mother who saw her child’s potential and acted to bring it to 
pass.  She was a mother who did not fear men, but feared God and acted in accord with it.  
She was a mother who committed her children, Moses, to the hands of God’s providence 
when she saw she could do no more.  There were things outside of her control that only 
God could do.   
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And the result of this we see a mother whose children—and I use the word plural here 
because now we are going to talk about Aaron and Miriam as well.   Her children went 
on to do great things for God.   
 
In a very real way the final commentary on a mother’s life is seen in the path her children 
walk.   
 
Train up a child when they are young and when they are old they will not depart from it.  
 
There is a process of training that does eventuate in a certain kind of living.  But so much 
of it depends on the mother’s role, her influence, her training, her example, her love, her 
prayers. 
 
Jochabed’s godly life is clearly seen in her three children.  And I believe in all of them 
she saw in the same way.  She saw just like Moses, beautiful children. Aaron, you are a 
beautiful son.  Miriam, you are a beautiful daughter.  God has something special for you.  
Aaron, I am going to raise you in the fear of God.  Miriam I am going to raise you in the 
fear of God, not just Moses.   
 
And she committed Aaron and Miriam also to the hands of God and his providence. 
 
Let’s look at these three children.  Of course Moses, what more can be said.  For what 
can I add to what the Scriptures says?  Nothing.  Moses was a great man of God. We see 
the biblical record, used to deliver Israel from the Pharaoh.  And you notice something, 
too.  Miriam didn’t fear pharaoh and neither did Moses.  
 
It says that when he left Egypt he went because he didn’t fear the king.  And, excuse me, 
that is not when he left, but when he came back to Egypt, I mean.  He didn’t fear the 
king. He could have been executed. Again, he was... had murdered someone, an Egyptian 
slave master.   
 
If you look at Hebrews 11:24-29 you can just read the verses there about Moses.  Look 
who came before him. There was a Jochabed there before there was a Moses.  He was 
chosen of God to receive the glorious eternal moral law of God recorded for all time, 
what you and I live and seek to live under and to follow, author of the first five books of 
the Bible. 
 
But Aaron as well is a great one. He was the first high priest of Israel, a very, very high 
calling for this man.  He ministered as no on else was allowed in the holiest of holies. He 
was intimate with God.  And even before that he was Moses’ spokesman. It wasn’t just 
Moses who walked up to pharaoh and said, “Let my people go.” In fact, the text says 
Aaron voiced those words, a courageous man.  He had a Jochabed for a mother.  
 
And then Miriam, Miriam whom we see at the edge of the Red Sea leading the people of 
God in praise to the living God, a godly woman singing the praises of the Lord.  Oh, yes, 
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she had her problems. Later on she got a little bit jealous and, indeed, Aaron had his 
problems and was weak here and there.  We aren’t raising perfected men and women.  
There is no doubt these are three of the great personages of the whole Exodus period, 
Moses, Aaron and Miriam. 
 
This is Jochabed’s legacy.  This is her glory.  As the commentary on her life and many 
other mothers in their own sphere both in inspired Scripture and in non inspired Church 
history, the same legacy of greatness.  It is theirs.  
 
I think of the ... we just got done studying about a great man in a difficult situation by the 
name of Timothy and the instructions that were given to him by Paul the apostle.  Those 
instructions were given to Timothy because Paul chose Timothy to be his intimate 
associate.  
 
In fact, I don’t think there was anybody beyond Timothy who walked by the side of Paul.  
Timothy was a great man.  And I know he was a great man because Paul chose him as his 
most trusted confidant and put him in the hottest places.  In all of the division and all of 
the disorder that was taking place in Ephesus, who did he send?   His best man, Timothy.  
 
But do you know what? Before Timothy there was a Eunice and a Lois, a grandmother 
Lois and a mother Eunice. Just a glimpse of this is given, but that glimpse is there 
because the Spirit of God inspired Paul to record for all time the women who stood 
behind this man Timothy.  It was God’s way of crowing their life with all of its 
hardships, all of its sorrows, all of its, even in their lives, failings. He crowned their lives 
by saying this.   
 
“When I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is in thee, which dwelt first in thy 
grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice; and I am persuaded that in thee also.”12 
 
You see, it had to be there first in this providential chain of God’s command in the 
kingdom, before it was in Timothy secondly. And then later on we see of the ministry of 
these women, the grandmother and the mother to their child. 
 
And he says, “[Timothy,] but continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and has 
been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them.”13 
 
And do you know what?  I remember this from a child, long before I ever came into your 
life, Timothy.  You have “known the Holy Scriptures which are able to make thee wise 
unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.”14 
 
Will your children go on to do great things for God?  This does not necessarily mean that 
they will be of the same stature of a Moses or Paul because there will only ever be one 
Moses. There will only ever be one Paul. There will ever be one Timothy, only one 

                                                
12 2 Timothy 1:5.  
13 2 Timothy 3:14.  
14 2 Timothy 3:15.  
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Augustine, only one Luther, only... There is only going to be one of those. So don’t think 
in those terms.  But think in the terms of the child that God gave you, that God has a 
purpose for their life and they will be great in that they fulfill that purpose. That is 
greatness.  And in that sense every one of our children, mothers, every one of your 
children, sons and daughters, [?] do that very great thing, fulfill the calling God has given 
to them. 
 
That will be the final commentary on your life.  Not if you were written up in a who is 
who of women in business journal, not that you were a great sports star, not that you 
invented something, not that you were pretty, had lots of friends. The final commentary 
on your life is what did your children do with their lives. If you will see your child’s 
potential for God, if you will raise that child in the fear of God, that is your own fear of 
God, that you will commit your children to the hands of God’s providence and purpose 
then the result is in the hands of God and you can be very confident in the outcome.   
 
Every Sunday evening Mrs. Spurgeon was accustomed to gather her children around 
table and as they ready the Scripture she would explain it to them verse by verse.  Then 
she prayed. And her son Charles declares that some of the words of her prayers her 
children never forgot.  
 
Once she said, quote, “Now, Lord, if my children go in their sins it will not be from 
ignorance they perish and my soul must bear swift witness against them at the day of 
judgment if they lay hold not of Christ,” end of quote. 
 
That was not at all in the modern vein, but it was the arrow that reached the boy’s soul. 
 
“The thought,” he says, “of my mother gearing swift witness against me pierced my 
conscience and stirred my heart.” 
 
Then, end of quote from Spurgeon, the writer goes on, “There was enough in him, 
Charles, to cause his mother anxiety.” 
 
Remember the image of the flawed marble?   
 
“His father recalled his wife once said to him, speaking of their eldest son Charles, 
Charles Haddon Spurgeon, ‘What a mercy that boy was converted when he was young.’” 
 
In his first sermon published in London Spurgeon said, “There was a boy once, a very 
sinful child who hearkened not to the counsel of his parents.  But his mother prayed for 
him and now he stands to preach to this congregation every sabbath. And when his 
mother thinks of her first born preaching the gospel she reaps a glorious harvest. That 
makes a glad woman,” end quote. 
 
“I have no greater joy,” John said, “than to hear that my children walk in truth.”15 
 
                                                
15 3 John 4. 
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And may your children walk in the truth, dear mother, because behind that event there is 
a mother who saw her child’s potential for God, a mother who committed her child to the 
providence of God, a mother who acted in the fear of God in raising the child and that 
God will be pleased to give you the joy that he gave to Jochabed and to all such faithful 
mothers through history.   
 
May God inspire you as a mother.  
 
Let us pray. 
 
Lord, thou hast been good to us to record all of history, the acts and the courage and the 
faith of Jochabed. There are mothers sitting here today and, Lord, I pray that this sinful 
frail mother like that would inspire their hearts and live as she lived, thou would 
encourage these dear mothers and the great work they are involved in. The future 
servants of God are in their hands.  Lord, help them to take that flawed marble and with 
care and patience, diligence shape the next generation for the glory of Christ I pray. 
Amen.  
 
Let us open the service up for interaction from our covenanting men now.  Anything you 
would like to add to that in word or question? 
 
Change of Voice:: 
 
Thank you. I would like to repeat and emphasize one of the phrases that you used today 
that in submitting to our husband a woman is not doing so because she fears him, but 
because she fears God.  The same thing should be said to anyone in regard to anyone’s 
relation to the authority.   You submit to your parents or to your church leaders or even to 
a limited extent to your employers because you fear God, because the time... 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
Yes. 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
...may come and probably will come when it will have to be said of you that you 
disobeyed not fearing the king’s command or as it says of Moses not fearing the wrath of 
the king because you fear God more.  So there are exceptions, scriptural exceptions 
obviously. And... and the exceptions are obvious throughout Scripture that you disobey 
your authority when they conflict with what higher authority has said.   
 
Change of Voice: 
 
Yeah. 
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And if that would become necessary for a mother she would not be setting a bad example 
for her children, but she had better be very careful and very sure that it is that kind of a 
situation where it is an either obey God or man one, not just an opinionated one.  And 
that is what she has to be careful about, because she will get the same response from the 
children then and they will say, “We are obeying God rather than men.” So we have to be 
careful.   
 
Yes, Matt. 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
Forgive me this... if this is too tangential, but and it wasn’t... by any means the 
centerpiece of your sermon, but you mentioned Michelangelo’s David and called it a 
great piece of work. And I would agree that as far as historically it is recognized as that, 
but that... it is not he same thing as saying we should go look at it, right? 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
Right. 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
Ok.   
 
And I didn’t want to... I didn’t want to... I didn’t think you meant that, but just as by way 
of clarification. 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
The old saying is don’t make illustrations walk on all fours. 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
Right. 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
The point of that was the illustrated point was here was a man... we just... the point was if 
you ... there was flawed marble others thought nothing could be done with.  
 
Change of Voice: 
 
Right. 
 
Change of Voice: 
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He turned it into a masterpiece.  Our children come to us in that sense as flawed marble 
and a mother doesn’t see the flaws. She sees the potential.  And with care and patience 
she turns it into a masterpiece. That was the only intent of the illustration. 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
Yeah. And I... I think you communicated that well.  I didn’t think you meant that, but just 
for the sake of clairification. 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
Yeah. 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
Where I... in circles I have been in things like that have been used sometimes to... it was 
called great as a piece of art. 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
Which makes... 
 
Change of Voice:: 
 
But no, it is... 
 
[multiple voices] 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
[?] It violates scriptural principles of prudence and so forth.  
 
Change of Voice: 
 
Yeah, it shows he has talent, but that is really all it shows.  It... it actually his talent is 
shown to be immoral. 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
Yes. 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
Used in an immoral way, I should say. 
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Change of Voice:: 
 
Yes. And it is also... I am sorry. 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
Yeah. 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
There is also some one pointed out almost like a deification of man. 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
Yeah. 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
...within that whole sculpture. So that is an entirely different thing. Don’t lose the 
illustration, though, and the only point that I was seeking to make.  
 
Change of Voice: 
 
Right, right. 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
...is... and I think it is an inspiring one when you look at it from that one simple 
perspective. 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
Right. 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
And that was my point.   
 
Change of Voice: 
 
I agree.   
 
Change of Voice: 
 
Ok. 
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Change of Voice: 
 
And otherwise thank you very much for... it was very helpful for my wife and I. 
 
Change of Voice: 
 
Thank you, brother. 
 
Ok. 
 
That appears to be all the comments and questions today. Let us move on to the 
conclusion of our service. 


