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Lead us not into Temptation 
The Lord’s Prayer – Part 7 

Sermon 21 in the Matthew Series 

 

Matthew 6:13 

 
9After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven,  

 Hallowed be thy name.  

 10Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.  

 11Give us this day our daily bread.  

 12And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  

 13And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 

I.  Exposition 
 

1.  The Connective “and” (kai) along with the Contrasting “but” (alla)  
 

 The petitions of this prayer are all linked. 

  We ask for our daily bread – for our needs to be supplied  

  AND – we ask to be forgiven of our sins – just as we forgive others 

  AND – we ask that we would not be led into temptation 

  BUT – instead – we ask for deliverance from Evil. 

 

2.  Lead us not 
  

It is an aorist, subjunctive, active – and so it could carry a reflexive sense, in which case it would 

mean “do not let us fall victim to”.   

 

3.  Temptation – peirasmos 
  

  1)  It can refer to temptation to sin. 

  2)  It can also refer to testing (used more in the NT than #1) 

1 Pet 4:12 – Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial (of 

persecution) which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened to you;   
   

4.  Deliver 
 

  “to rescue from danger,” – the implication is the danger is severe  
 

 

5.  Evil  (or The Evil One) – We will deal with this next week 
  

“When we allow a temptation to enter into us, then we ‘enter into temptation’... when  

a temptation comes in and we allow it to parley with our heart, reason with our mind, 

entice and allure our affections, for a long or short time, sin subtly and almost 

imperceptibly draws our soul to take particular notice of it, then we ‘enter into 

temptation’.  Lord, lead us not into temptation”.   John Owen, Works, VI:96-97 
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II.  God Never Actively Leads us into Sin – James 1 
 

V. 2-3  Our word (peirasmos) is usually translated “trials” instead of temptations in v. 2.  

 v. 3 uses a different word that means “testing” or “proving”.  
    

v. 12-13 – “Temptation” in v. 12 and forms of “tempted” used 4 times in v. 13 is the 

Greek word we find in the Lord’s Prayer. 

 
  Why would we pray that God forego doing something that He would never do? 

 

Remember a few minutes ago – I said the Lord’s prayer was in the subjunctive mood, a 

Greek form that could mean, “Do not let us fall victim to”. 

 
  In James -- it is indicative mood – which is the mood of reality (not possibility). 

   God will not tempt us to sin. 

   God cannot be Himself be tempted to sin. 

   No one can use God as an excuse when he is tempted to sin.   

   We have only ourselves to blame – v. 14. 
 

   An old Jewish evening prayer:   

    Lead me not into the power of transgression, 

    And bring me not into the power of sin, 

    And not into the power of iniquity, 

    And not into the power of temptation, 

    And not into the power of anything shameful. 

 

   

III.  We Pray to be Kept from all Circumstances that would Lead Us to Sin 
 

Sin can be broken down into three basic categories: 

  The lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life. 
 

We also battle enemies from within and without 

  The world, the flesh and the devil. 

 
A.W. Pink - “He who carries about with him so much inflammable material  

would do well to keep the greatest possible distance from the fire.” 

  

 

IV.  The Difference between Trials and Temptations – James 1:12-13a  
 

1.  Trials and Temptations are forms of the same word  
 

2.  It is not a sin to be tempted. 

 

 

V.  It is not Enough to Passively Pray against Temptation – we are to use the  

Means God has Given us to War against Sin -- Eph. 6:10-18 

 


