
2 Thess. 1:11-12 (LD 32)  “Do-Gooders”

For the Children: People who believe in doing good are sometimes called “do-gooders.”  Those who don’t like 
doing good use that word as an insult.  Just like they sometimes chant, “Goody-goody two shoes.”  This saying 
is based on a children’s story about a little girl who was so poor, she only had one shoe.  But she was a good 
girl.  Later, a rich man gave her two shoes.  She was so good, she wanted to help people by becoming a 
teacher.  She ended up marrying a rich man.  The idea is that if you do good, you’ll earn blessings.  But as God’s
children, we seek God’s help to do good because He has already blessed us.  We cannot earn any blessing 
from Him by doing good.  Questions: Why should God’s people do good?  Why did the apostle Paul pray that 
God would help the Thessalonians to do good?  How would God help them to do good?
_______________________________________________________________________________________
Introduction:

First Point: The Prayer for Good Works
1) We Pray Always: Good works must be important for the believer, for Paul prays continually for the 

Thessalonians that they may have these works.

2) Desire More Than Duty: We should do good because God commands it, and warns against neglecting to
do good.  But there needs to be more than a mere sense of duty.  There should be a positive “desire” to 
do good.  The word means a firm resolve, purpose and willingness.

3) For Goodness and the Work of Faith: The apostle prays that there may be a resolve for goodness and 
the work of faith.  This is a prayer that God will place the desire in them, and help them follow-through 
with the work of faith. The word “every” implies that they should be busy both with the intention and the 
work.

4) For Fulfilment: The apostle also prays that God will see these works through to their fulfilment, rather 
than leaving things half-done.  Note the warnings the Lord gave against “running out of steam” in 
bearing good fruit (The Parable of the Sower/Soils, Mt. 13).  All of this is God’s work in us: He creates 
the desire, enables the work, supplies the “power,” and brings it to fulfilment.

5) To Be Counted Worthy: Those who reach that point of fulfilment are “counted worthy” for Christ’s sake.  
They are not worthy in themselves (Lk. 17:10).  It is a matter of grace.  But those who receive this grace 
are joined to Christ by faith.  They receive a calling to bear good fruit and receive His Spirit to enable 
them to make a start in doing good.  Hence Eph. 4:1.

Second Point: The Reason for Good Works
1) The Calling: God calls His people to a sanctified life.  He equips us for it.  We are given a desire for it.  

Sanctification is part of the unbreakable chain of salvation, which is such that all who are called, born 
again, converted and justified, will also inevitably be sanctified and glorified.  It is impossible for a 
Christian to ignore good works!

2) The Glory of Christ: Christ is glorified when we do good works in this life, because He has enabled it.  
He is glorified when other believers see Him at work in us; when unbelievers are won over by our good 
works; and when it becomes evident on the last day what His work has made of us.

3) Those Glorified in Him: We will also share in His glory on the last day, because of our union with Him – 
“He in you and you in Him.”  We desire our own glorification, because in this, too, the Source of that 
glory – Christ – is glorified.

4) Assurance of Faith: Christ is the only ground of our assurance of salvation.  But faith joins us to Him so 
we receive His benefits.  That faith bears good fruit – the “work of faith.”  If we are bearing those fruits, it 
helps assure us that our faith is genuine.

5) To Show Gratitude: Every blessing and “reward” we receive is by grace.  The proper response to that is 
gratitude – another reason for doing good works.

Conclusion:


