
Ps. 84:1-4  “Envying the Birds”

For the Children: Sometimes in poems or songs the writer says that he wishes he were a bird, able to fly away, 
high above the ground.  The writer of Ps. 84 wishes he could be like the birds, too – able to fly into God’s House 
any time he wanted.  In the OT, God’s “House,” where people could go to draw close to Him, was the Tabernacle
or (later) the Temple.  Now, we draw close to God through His Son, His Word and His Spirit.  We also draw close
to Him when we worship with His people, in Church.  Questions: If these are the ways we draw close to God, 
what should we be doing with God’s Word and His Church?  What kind of things stop us from longing to be close
to God in the way we should?  Why should coming to Church be a joyful experience?
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Introduction:

First Point: Our Desire for the Presence of the Lord
1) Love and Longing: The word “lovely” means that God’s House is beloved by His people.  It is the place 

they long and yearn for – with a strong desire.

2) The Bird Has Found a House: The pilgrim on his way to that temple envies the birds, who can fly into the
Temple any time they want, and find a permanent, secure place there.

3) In Heaven and on Earth: The “dwelling-place” of the Lord represents His permanent presence.  He 
dwells in heaven, but also on earth.  In the OT, He manifested His glory in the Tabernacle/Temple.  Now 
He “dwells’ in the Church and the individual believer, by His Spirit.  The believer is brought close to God 
by the work of Christ, Who is also “God with us.”  To yearn for His “dwelling places” is therefore to desire
to commune with God in heaven, when we come before Him; with Christ; in the worship of God with His 
Church; and through the work of Word and Spirit within the believer.  

Second Point: The Reason for This Desire
1) This Is Where the Lord Dwells: If we love the Lord Himself, then we will gravitate to these places where 

He is found.

2) Who He Is Who Dwells There: The One Who dwells in heaven, in Christ, in His Church and by His Spirit,
is none other than the Living God, the Lord of Hosts, the King.  Knowing Who He is should increase our 
desire to seek Him.  Though He is so exalted, yet He stoops to be known as “my King and my God.”  

 
3) How Blessed Are Those Who Dwell: Those who dwell where God dwells are also blessed.  The chief 

blessing is that God gives us Himself.  He also grants us all the blessings of salvation – forgiveness of 
sins, peace with God and eternal life.  The “altars” mentioned here remind us of those blessings – the 
altar where sacrifices were made for sin, speaking of the forgiveness of sins; and the altar where 
incense was offered speaking of thankful prayers received by God.

Third Point: Our Response to God’s Presence
1) Wholehearted Joy: Approaching the Temple where God was present caused the pilgrim to sing for joy.  

When we draw near to commune with God, through Christ, in the worship of His Church and in private 
worship, we also rejoice.  It is a whole-hearted joy, of soul, heart and flesh.

2) Praise to the Lord: Those who draw near to God and see how much He has blessed them are filled with 
praise for His greatness and His grace.  They are “ever praising You.”

3) The Modern Pilgrimage: We do not make pilgrimages to particular places today.  But if we love God’s 
presence, we should keep coming back to those places where He dwells – His Son, His Word and His 
Church.  We should also look forward to being with Him, where He dwells in heaven.

Conclusion:




