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Luke 17:11-19 
 

Where Are The Nine? 
 
Introduction: 
 

     In this text we will see our Lord’s dealings with the ten lepers in Samaria. The Bible says 
as He passed through the midst of Samaria and Galilee. The Lord first went through Galilee, 
whence he set out on his journey; and then through Samaria, which is also made mention of 
in Luke 9:51, and Luke 9:52. It was common for all who went from Galilee to Jerusalem to 
have passed through Samaria, unless they had gone to the westward. The western route 
was indeed a great distance further and took a greater amount of travel time. It was no 
uncommon thing for the Lord to use the eastern route which brought Him through Samaria. 
It therefore seen as John tells us in John 4:4, that when Jesus left Judea to go into Galilee, it 
was necessary for him to pass through Samaria; for this plain reason, because it was the 
only proper road therefore it was the best feasible route. Clarke writes, “It is likely that our 
Lord set out from Capernaum, traversed the remaining villages of Galilee as far as Samaria, 
and then passed through the small country of Samaria, preaching and teaching everywhere, 
and curing the diseased, as usual."1 
 
     Let us read our text in its entirety to build the foundation for the message titled, “Where 
are the Nine?” The text is taken from the Gospel of Luke 17:11-19, but the key verse will be 
taken from verse seventeen.  
 

“And it came to pass, as he went to Jerusalem, that he passed through 
the midst of Samaria and Galilee. 12  And as he entered into a certain 
village, there met him ten men that were lepers, which stood afar off: 
13 And they lifted up their voices, and said, Jesus, Master, have mercy on 
us. 14 And when he saw them, he said unto them, Go shew yourselves 
unto the priests. And it came to pass, that, as they went, they were 
cleansed. 15 And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned 
back, and with a loud voice glorified God, 16 And fell down on his face at 
his feet, giving him thanks: and he was a Samaritan. 17 And Jesus 
answering said, Were there not ten cleansed? but where are the nine? 
18 There are not found that returned to give glory to God, save this 
stranger. 19 And he said unto him, Arise, go thy way: thy faith hath 
made thee whole.”2 

 
__________________________________________                                                                            
1 Adam Clarke, "Commentary on Luke". The Adam Clarke Commentary, (1832), Date Accessed: September 24, 
2012: http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/acc/luke-17.html 
 
2 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Luke 17:11-19. 

mailto:princess.chapel@yahoo.com
http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/acc/luke-17.html


2 
 

Where Are The Nine?       Princess Chapel Church 
 
     There are so many in this life that become so used to receiving God's blessings that they 
forget to thank him in return. Then there are others, who have not previously known God, 
may display true gratitude the first time they become aware of God's goodness to them. 
 
     This was demonstrated on an occasion when Jesus healed ten lepers. He then sent them 
to the priest as the Jewish law required, but none of the Jews in the group returned to give 
him thanks. The only one who thanked him was a foreigner, a Samaritan. We should be 
constant to guard ourselves against the spirit of ingratitude, because it stems from an 
ungrateful and proud heart. However, a broken heart will be humbled in thanksgiving and 
turn to Christ with praise and worship for what He has done.  
 
     Luke writes, “On the way to Jerusalem he was passing along between Samaria and 
Galilee.12 And as he entered a village, he was met by ten lepers, who stood at a 
distance13 and lifted up their voices, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.”3 Let me ask 
you this? Do you remember when you were lost, unsaved and out of the will of God? Do you 
remember when you realized your Spiritual condition and that you were headed to Hell? 
Do you remember when Jesus came by one day, and by His grace made you to see who and 
what you were? By His grace you lifted up your voice, and cried; Jesus, Master, have mercy 
on me.Aren’t you glad that the Bible still says, whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish but have everlasting life? “And they lifted up their voices, and said, Jesus, Master, have 
mercy on us.”4 Because He is the Jesus, Master and He is the Master Jesus. 
 
     I want you to look at verse fourteen, Luke writes, “So when He saw them, He said to them, 
“Go, show yourselves to the priests.” And so it was that as they went, they were cleansed.”5  

Notice that asit came to pass, that, as they went, they were cleansed.They were cleansed 
because they obeyed the spoken Word of God. So then Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing 
by the Word of God.If you’re here today and you are saved and you know it, do you know 
why your saved and you know it. Because the Word of God moved you in your heart unto 
obedience. These ten men did what He said, and the Bible says that, as they went, they were 
cleansed. Now the Bible says, they were cleansed, and I believe all of them were cleansed, 
all ten of them.  They were told to go show themselves to the priest. According to the 
direction, Leviticus 13:2,6 and Leviticus 14:2-3,7 etc. Our Lord intended that their cure 
should be received by faith: they depended on his goodness and power; and though they 
had no promise, yet they went at his command to do that which those only were required 
by the law to do who were already healed. 
__________________________________________  

3English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
Luke 17:11-13. 
 
4 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Luke 17:13. 
 
5 New King James Version, New King James Version Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing - Harper Collins, 
2013), Luke 17:14. 
 
6 NOTE: “When a man shall have in the skin of his flesh a rising, a scab, or bright spot, and it be in the skin of his 
flesh like the plague of leprosy; then he shall be brought unto Aaron the priest, or unto one of his sons the priests.” 
See: Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Leviticus 13:2. 
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     As they went, they were cleansed. Clarke writes, “In this spirit of implicit faith; they were 
cleansed. God highly honors this kind of faith, and makes it the instrument in his hand of 
working many miracles. He who will not believe till he receives what he calls a reason for it, 
is never likely to get his soul saved.”8 The highest, the most sovereign reason, that can be 
given for believing, is that God has commanded it. 
 
     Luke goes on to write, “And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, and 
with a loud voice glorified God,16And fell down on his face at his feet, giving him thanks: and 
he was a Samaritan.17And Jesus answering said, were there not ten cleansed? but where are 
the nine?”9 Jesus said, hey boys, I cleansed ten of these lepers, and just one came back to 
thank Me. Then the Lord asked us, a very stirring question, where are the nine? 
 

     It was said unto the Master, “Was no one found who returned to give glory to God, except 
this foreigner?”19 And He said to him, “Stand up and go; your faith has made you well.”10And 
Jesus answering said, why do not the nine, equally with this Samaritan, return and 
acknowledge their cure, and give Me thanks? In truth the nine were rejoiced at their cure, 
and went to the priests, that they might be declared to be clean, and restored to the society 
of men, thinking wholly of themselves, and caring very little for the glory of Jesus. 
 

“There are not found that returned to give glory to God, save this stranger.”11 None at all, save 
but this stranger. That is, except this Samaritan, who was a stranger to the nation and 
religion of the Jews. For the Samaritans were Babylonians, Assyrians and Medians, and 
were transferred by Shalmanezer to Samaria, (2 Kings 17:24). Cornelius Lapide writes, 
“The Syriac says, "Why were they separated, so that none gave glory to God except this 
one?" He represents the Gentiles, who were to believe in Christ, and give Him thanks, when 
the unbelieving Jews would hold Him in contempt. We thus see that strangers are often 
more grateful than natives, because strangers wonder at strange benefactors more, and pay 
them  greater  respect than natives,  who,  as familiar with their benefactors, think that ben- 
  
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________                                                                                                      
7 NOTE: “This shall be the law of the leprous person for the day of his cleansing. He shall be brought to the 
priest,and the priest shall go out of the camp, and the priest shall look. Then, if the case of leprous disease is 
healed in the leprous person.” See: English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation 
Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), Leviticus 14:2-3. 
 

8 Adam Clarke, "Commentary on Luke". The Adam Clarke Commentary, (1832), Date Accessed: September 25, 
2012: http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/acc/luke-17.html 
 
9 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Luke 17:15-17. 
 
10 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013), 
Luke 17:18-19. 
 
11 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Luke 17:18. 

http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/acc/luke-17.html
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efits are their due from the right of country.”12 They were ashamed to humble themselves 
before their own countrymen, and to acknowledge the misery from which they had been 
delivered. Rightly therefore does Christ blame them; and He might with justice have 
deprived them of the benefit of the cure, and allowed them to fall back again into their 
leprosy. 

 
     Lapide goes on to state, “that Christ would not do this, because His mercy was so great 
that it extended even to the ungrateful. S. Bernard sharply rebukes the Wickedness of 
ingratitude, Serm. li. on Canticles. He says, "It is the enemy of our souls, the inanition of our 
merits, the dispenser of our virtues, the ruin of our benefactions. Ingratitude is a burning 
wind, drying up the Fountain of Holiness, the dew of mercy, the streams of grace."13 
 

     Christ dealt with the one in His presence, that had come back in gratitude to praise and 
thank the Lord for what He had done. Jesus said unto him, “Arise, go thy way: thy faith hath 
made thee whole.”14 However it is that previous question that the Lord asked that I’m 
interested in. That question that Jesus asked in verse seventeen, Where are the nine? I 
believe I found them, I know where they are. Church you’ll be surprised where they are, 
and you might be surprised, who they are. The text records a great miracle that the Lord 
Jesus performed, and I’m glad that He is the miracle performing Christ. Because there is 
nothing too hard for God. These men had a problem that they could not solve. They had a 
disease that they could not heal. They had an obstacle in their life that they couldn’t 
overcome. 
 
     But some way, somehow, somewhere, they heard the Word; that this man called Jesus 
had all power given unto Him both in Heaven and in Earth. Jesus saw their condition, Jesus 
heard their cry, and Jesus healed their leprosy. With His spoken word, He cleansed them of 
their leprosy. The Lord Jesus said unto these ten men; go show yourselves unto the priests. 
Now I fancy that was a disappointment to these men. They had heard that the Lord Jesus 
healed immediately other people of all kinds of diseases. He had cleansed many lepers by a 
word or a touch. He had said to one, “I will; be thou clean,” and the leper was cleansed. 
Nevertheless, the Lord does not deal with everyone in the same way, but regardless He is 
the Healer, because He is the Master Physician. The Sovereign Lord overall, even in the 
working of miracles such as these whether they be though word, or by touch. Now there 
are places in the Bible and many miracles are performed of Christ. Many times that Jesus 
touched people. Many times that the people touched Jesus.  
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________    
12 Cornelius Lapide, "Commentary on Luke" (1890). The Great Biblical Commentary of Cornelius a Lapide. Date 
Accessed: September 26, 2012: http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/clc/luke-17.html 
 

13 Cornelius Lapide, "Commentary on Luke" (1890). The Great Biblical Commentary of Cornelius a Lapide. Date 
Accessed: September 26, 2012: http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/clc/luke-17.html 
 
14 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Luke 17:19b-d. 

http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/clc/luke-17.html
http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/clc/luke-17.html
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     However, I love the miracles in the Bible that are performed, just through the power of 
His spoken Word. We see in the Bible the blind man in the Gospel that Jesus touched. Yet 
we also see the woman with the issue of blood that touched Jesus.  Oh, but the power and 
the might of His word. As He said to the storm, the winds and the waves of the sea, peace be 
still. He said to the lame man that could not walk to take up thy bed and walk. He said unto 
the dead man that had lain in the tomb for four days, Lazarus come forth, and he that was 
dead, came forth. I am so thankful for the power of His Word. 
 

     Here we see where the LORD only speaks the Word, Go shew yourselves unto the priests. 
And it came to pass, that, as they went, they were cleansed.15  I’m glad this morning that there 
is power in the spoken Word of God. As I said before, I like it when Jesus touched one and I 
like it when they touched Jesus. What blesses my soul, because of the dispensation in which 
we live; I like it when He does something with the power of His Word. Some many people 
are confused about being saved, and I have to deal with issues like these on a daily bases. 
They say things like; I do not feel the way they do all the time, or I do not have what so and 
so has got. Hey, you do not measure your standing with God based on what someone else has, 
feels or acts, you measure it on the Word of God.  What it says we have in Christ.  Saving faith 
is not in you or your works, or even your feelings, but saving faith is in Christ and Christ alone. 
 
     The Bible says in 1 John 5:13, “I write these things to you who believe in the name of the 
Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life.”16 That we know that we have 
eternal life, how is it that we know? Because we feel fuzzy down deep inside? No! Because 
we hoop & holler, up & down the church isle? No! Or maybe it’s because we act just a little 
bit better than the other person next door? Oh no my friend.  It is because God it faithful 
and His Word says because you believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know 
that, ye have eternal life. I know I am saved this morning because I took God at His Word.  
By the power of His grace, I trusted in Christ, I did what He said and He did what He said He 
would do. He did and I am. So thank God for the power of His Word. 
 
     Back in our text, we see that Jesus spoke, and these men were cleansed. Ten lepers stood 
a far off at a distance.  Because the Law required lepers not to mingle with the others of 
society. However, they cried out unto the Master. “And they lifted up their voices and said, 
“Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!”17 Christ simply spoke a command unto them, “Go and 
show yourselves to the priests.”18 These ten men obeyed the Word of the Lord, and as they 
went, they were cleansed. Nine of them went on their way. But one ole’ boy came back, to 
thank him for it, and to glorify God. This man was thankful, and wanted to go back to the 
Lord.   To show his gratitude and thankfulness for what the Lord had done for Him. 
Thankfulness, gratitude, thanksgiving, and praise to honor and glorify God. 
__________________________________________    
15 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Luke 17:14. 
 
16 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
1 John 5:13. 
 
17 New King James Version, New King James Version Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing - Harper Collins, 
2013), Luke 17:13. 
 
18 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013), 
Luke 17:14c. 
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     Now there are nine men in this text and reminds me of many people in the world and yes 
even in our churches today. They are filled with ingratitude and not thankful for what God 
has done in their lives. They do not take the time to pause and praise God and give Him 
thanks and glory. Now you can say sin is sin, and I agree, but we as humans have what we  
would call – Sins, bad sins, and then there’s the really bad sins.  I do believe that the sin of 
ingratitude and unthankfulness toward God is a great Sin. 
 
     Yes I believe ingratitude is a great Sin against God. You say brother, Doug how can you 
make such a bold statement? Well let’s look at what Paul told young Timothy: 
 

“This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. 2 For men 
shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, 
disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3 Without natural affection, 
trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are 
good, 4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of 
God; 5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such 
turn away.”19 

 
     The Apostle Paul gives us here a list of vices which vividly describe the negative impact 
of those who were opposing Paul and Timothy, but even more severe they were opposing 
God.  Paul uses a common technique, emphasizing an item in a list by placing it either first 
or last and expanding upon it more than the others.  Notice here that he listed unthankful, 
right smack dab in the middle of all those other sins. But ending verse five with a warning 
to believers to avoid and turn away that those that are as such.  
 
     Look at another statement Paul writes concerning unthankfulness from Romans chapter 
one. “For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but 
they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 22 
Professing to be wise, they became fools, 23 and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible 
God for an image in the form of corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals and 
crawling creatures.”20 Paul states that these neither were thankful, but became vain in their 
imaginations. I believe God’s Word ought to encourage us to be thankful unto God, to give 
praise and show gratitude and glory to the one who has picked us up from mire and sit us 
in the choir. Least our foolish hearts be darkened also. 
 
     Because ten were cleansed, yet nine walked away unthankful. But oh, that one; that came 
back, to thank him for it, and to glorify God. Jesus looked and said, where are the nine? 
Where are all of those others that were cleansed?  Where are all the others that I healed? 
Where are all those others I saved from leprosy? Where are the Nine? I believe I can 
answer that question this morning for you.  
 
 
__________________________________________    
19 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), 2 Timothy 3:1-5. 
 
20 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013), 
Romans 1:22-23. 
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     These unthankful nine that never returned, where are they? You may be surprised, they 
may be sitting right next to you this morning. In fact they may be sitting where you’re 
sitting at. You say preacher what are you beating around the bush about and trying to say? 
You might just be one of the nine. Well let me bring this to a head where and let you make 
your decision to see for yourself. 
 

1. Where are the Nine? – They are Afraid. 
 
     They are hiding somewhere in the shadows of the darkness, because they are afraid. 
They are scared t-totally to death. You see no doubt they have heard the talk of the town.  
They realize that Jesus is just a few chapters away from going to the Cross and dying for the 
sins of the world. They have no doubt already heard the plot to take His life. They no doubt 
could already hear the ringing of the hammer in the distance. They are already hearing 
what the Roman government and the evil rulers are about to do. 
 
     Because of their fear of the world, because of their fear of the enemies of the Cross, 
because of their fear of the enemies of God they have been backed into the corner of 
intimidation.  Now let me say the fear of the world that hates God, has stolen their shout. 
We as God’s people have allowed the world to take over.   
 
     The people who don’t believe God, don’t believe the Bible; people who don’t love and 
serve the LORD God. Because of the worries of a so called politically correct society, we 
have been backed into the corner of intimidation. The world has stopped our praise; the 
world has stolen our shout. We have allowed them to rob us of our joy, because we are 
afraid. 
 
     Let me give you some Scripture; “For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, 
and of love, and of a sound mind.”21 Folks we are right around the corner from the day 
where God is going to separate the men from the boys. Church we are living in hostile days. 
We are right now living in the times where, God is mocked, cursed and scoffed at; the Bible 
is mocked and scoffed at. Ole’ fashion fire and brimstone, Holy Ghost Preaching is scoffed 
at.  
 
     People with Godly morals and values are scoffed at. Prayer and Praise is condemned in 
our society and the Church is about the only place in America now where one can worship, 
praise God, have open prayer, and preach Jesus. 
 

     Yet we walk out of here and crawl back into our corners of fear, dread and intimidation. 
Just like those nine lepers. Where are the nine? They are Afraid; they have been back into 
the corners of intimidation. Not only are they afraid, but there are many of them at are 
ashamed. 
 
 
 
__________________________________________  
21 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), 2 Timothy 1:7. 
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2. Where are the Nine? – They are Ashamed. 
 

“And it came to pass, as he went to Jerusalem, that he passed through the 
midst of Samaria and Galilee. 12  And as he entered into a certain village, 
there met him ten men that were lepers, which stood afar off: 13 And they 
lifted up their voices, and said, Jesus, Master, have mercy on us. 14 And when 
he saw them, he said unto them, Go shew yourselves unto the priests. And it 
came to pass, that, as they went, they were cleansed. 15 And one of them, 
when he saw that he was healed, turned back, and with a loud voice glorified 
God, 16 And fell down on his face at his feet, giving him thanks: and he was a 
Samaritan. 17 And Jesus answering said, Were there not ten cleansed? but 
where are the nine? 18 There are not found that returned to give glory to 
God, save this stranger. 19 And he said unto him, Arise, go thy way: thy faith 
hath made thee whole.”22 

 
     They are afraid; they want to keep a low profile because they are embarrassed.              
Robert Stein writes, “The nine were the Jewish lepers who were healed, in contrast to the 
‘foreigner.’ For Luke’s Jewish readers the pathos of these questions would have been great.”23 
It may have been cause for great shame because of their Jewish pride. The Apostle Paul tells 
us: 
 

“That I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could 
wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my 
brothers, my kinsmen according to the flesh. 4 They are Israelites, and to 
them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the 
worship, and the promises. 5 To them belong the patriarchs, and from their 
race, according to the flesh, is the Christ, who is God over all, blessed forever. 
Amen.”24 

 

     Because of their pride causing them to be ashamed, once again the first being the Jews, 
had become last. And the last being this grateful Samaritan had become first.“And behold, 
there are last who shall be first, and there are first who shall be last.”25  Friend, these other 
nine were not just shy or backward, they were ashamed. May be a few of these nine were 
not so much afraid of what the world was going to think or say. Or maybe not even what 
the government or the religious leaders and rulers were going to say.  However, just maybe 
in their heart, they had too much pride, too much self esteem. At one time because of the 
fact they were Jews, they had been first, now because of their pride and ingratitude they 
had been made last. Oh, where are the nine? 
 
__________________________________________    
22 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Luke 17:11-19. 
 
23 Robert H. Stein, Luke – Volume 24, (Nashville, TN: Broadman& Holman Publishers, 1992), 434. 
 
24 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
Romans 9:2-5. 
 

25 American Standard Version, ASV Study Bible, (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1929), Luke 13:30. 
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     One might say, I cannot go a bow down, like some ole repentant sinner, to give God 
thanks and glory. Because after all I am not that bad, really? Has your pride and ingratitude 
deceived you to the point where you have been utterly blinded.  

“As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 11 There is none 
that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 12 They are 
all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there 
is none that doeth good, no, not one. 13 Their throat is an open 
sepulchre; with their tongues they have used deceit; the poison of 
asps is under their lips: 14 Whose mouth is full of cursing and 
bitterness: 15 Their feet are swift to shed blood: 16 Destruction and 
misery are in their ways: 17 And the way of peace have they not 
known: 18 There is no fear of God before their eyes.”26 

     What many fail to realize, is that even though the nine were healed of their physical 
leposry, they were in worse shape spiritually now, than they were before. But physically 
they were better off.  However, that’s all that the natural man can see. The physical, 
material effects. Before they were an outcast, before they could not even go home to their 
family. They could not even go out in public, and mix with the rest. They could not even go 
to church. Before Jesus came by – They were in a world of hurt, they had no Faith, they had 
no friends, and they had no family. After they were cleansed they had no thanksgiving in 
their hearts. Because of their foolish pride, they still were not humbled. Where are the 
Nine? They are ashamed. 

     These nine must have been religious at one time or another. Now because of their carnal 
pride they slipped farther back into their religion. Yes, they may have been afraid, but they 
were also ashamed.  These nine were also apathetic. 
 

3. Where are the Nine? – They are Apathetic. 
 

These nine were apathetic in the sense they showed no feeling, no interest, indifferent, cold 
and unconcerned. Their cold and indifference being filled with ingratitude. Ten were 
cleansed, ten went their way to the priest, yet only one turned back to return to the Master 
and give Him thanks.  Turning back praising God with a loud voice.  Yet, what of the other 
nine, they have no feeling, no interest, cold and indifferent; they are indeed apathetic.  
 
     Where are the nine?—In order to fully understand the melancholy earnestness of this 
inquiry, we must consider this event in its historical connection. The Lord Jesus here is not 
just concerned here with the praise and honor from man. John P. Lange expounds in his 
commentary with; He who knows well what is in man knows also that gratitude towards 
God could not be very heartfelt, where one did not feel himself obliged even to a word of 
thanks towards his human benefactor.  
 
 
__________________________________________    
26 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 3:10-18. 
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     His complaint, in and of itself a just one, if we regard the extraordinariness, the 
undeservedness, and the magnitude of the benefit bestowed, becomes the mote affecting, if 
we consider the time in which it was uttered. Well acquainted with the plans, which had 
already been forged in Judæa for His destruction, the Saviour yet once again makes this 
boundary-tract of Galilee the theatre of His saving love, and even at the first miracle on this 
journey it is manifested how very much the prevailing tone of feeling is now altered. For 
formerly a miracle performed on one, animated many hundred tongues to His praise; now, 
on the other hand, the healing of ten unhappy ones does not even elicit from the majority of 
the healed, still less from the inhabitants of the village, even a single word of thanks.  
 
     He has this time rather concealed than made conspicuous the brilliant character of the 
miracle by its form, but He experiences at the same time how the Doer of the miracles is at 
once forgotten, and while He on His part, even in this last period, displays His respect for 
the law and the priesthood, He is rewarded therefor with a mean slight. The observation of 
this fact goes to the Saviour’s heart; and as He had just shown Himself the compassionate 
High-priest, He feels Himself now the deeply contemned Messiah. Yet the complaint to 
which His sadness gives utterance, is at the same time a eulogy for the one thankful one 
who had appeared before Him, and with the words: “Rise up, go thy way, thy faith hath 
saved thee;” the benefit is for this one heightened, confirmed, sanctified.”27 
 
     We have one, changed, humbled and returned to the Lord, yet nine went on with no 
feeling, no regard, no change. Some of the nine may have been afraid. Some of the nine may 
have been ashamed. I believe that the majority of them were Apathetic, cold and 
indifferent.  You say why do you believe that preacher? Read verse 15 again of our text in 
Luke 17, “And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, and with a loud 
voice glorified God.”28 He saw it, that he was healed. He was walking with the other nine. 
They all got healed, because verse 14 stated that they were cleansed. 
 
     If the one saw it, why didn’t the other nine see it? They did see it, but they were 
apathetic, they were cold and indifferent. Unconcerned and unthankful, with no gratitude 
for the mercy the Lord had shown them. Jesus did not have to heal those lepers. Jesus did 
not have to cleanse those lepers. However, in His love, mercy and grace, and in response to 
their cry, Jesus cleansed them all. Resulting in only one being truly thankful, only that one 
being grateful. Only one, return, went back to thank and praise him and glorify God. Where 
are the Nine? You do not have to be afraid. You do not have to be ashamed. You do not have 
to be apathetic. You can be the one –the one who turned back, glorified God, and fell down 
on his face at the feet of Jesus. 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________    
27 John Peter Lange, & Van Oosterzee, J. J., A Commentary on the Holy Scriptures: Luke, (Bellingham, WA: P. Schaff 
& C. C. Starbuck, Trans., 2008), 263–264.  
 
28Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Luke 17:15. 
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