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Matthew 2:1-21 

“And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people 
from their sins.” Matthew 1:21 

With these words the angel (1) informed Joseph that Mary would give birth to a son, (2) assigned a 
name for that Son, (3) stated the purpose for His birth and (4) gave assurance that that purpose would be 
fulfilled. The most profound event of human history—the Creator became a creature—was thus 
announced in the simplest of terms. In these terms, notice 

I. The significance of the His name, Jesus:  “HE SHALL SAVE” 

II. Before His birth, Jesus had His people:  “he shall save HIS PEOPLE” 

Isaiah 49:1 “The LORD hath called me from the womb; from the bowels of my mother hath he 
made mention of my name.”  
Jeremiah 1:5 “Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the 
womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations.”  
John 17:1, 2, 6 “Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee: As 
thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast 
given him. I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of the world: thine 
they were, and thou gavest them me; and they have kept thy word.” 
Romans 8:29, 30 “For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the 
image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom he did 
predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, 
them he also glorified.”  
Ephesians 1:3, 4 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with 
all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: According as he hath chosen us in him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love.” 

III. The salvation of His people is certain:  “he SHALL SAVE his people” 

Isaiah 53:5, 11 “But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the 
chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.  . . . He shall see of the 
travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; 
for he shall bear their iniquities.”  
John 10:27-29 “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: And I give unto 
them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. My 
Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's 
hand.”  
John 6:16, 37-39 “And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and 
they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd. All that the Father giveth me 
shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out. For I came down from 
heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me. And this is the Father's will which 
hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at 
the last day.”  



IV. They are saved from their sins:  “save his people FROM THEIR SINS” 

He saves them from: 

A. The penalty for their sins 

Romans 6:23 “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.”  

B. The pollution of their sins 

Isaiah 1:4-6 “Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of evildoers, children that are 
corrupters: they have forsaken the LORD, they have provoked the Holy One of Israel unto anger, 
they are gone away backward. Why should ye be stricken any more? ye will revolt more and more: 
the whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint. From the sole of the foot even unto the head there 
is no soundness in it; but wounds, and bruises, and putrifying sores: they have not been closed, 
neither bound up, neither mollified with ointment.”  
Isaiah 1:18 “Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, 
they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.”  
I John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness.”  
John 15:3 “Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you.”  
Titus 3:5 “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved 
us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost.”  

C. The power of their sins 

Psalm 19:13 “Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over 
me: then shall I be upright, and I shall be innocent from the great transgression.” 
Romans 6:13, 14 “Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but 
yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of 
righteousness unto God. For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but 
under grace.”  
Romans 8:1, 2 “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who 
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made 
me free from the law of sin and death.”  

D. The presence of sin 

Romans 8:21 “Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption 
into the glorious liberty of the children of God.”  

Revelation 21:27 “And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever 
worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb's book of life.” 


