
Judges 7:24-8:28 “The War Within”         January 21, 2018
NT: James 3:13-18    Larry Yeager

Theme:  The heart is deceitful above all things; even our best intentions can be corrupted and 
become snares to us and others.  We need one who can rule our hearts not for selfish gain but for 
our good and God’s glory.

Background:  The “pattern” of Judges begins to break down.

Introduction:  Our desire for recognition sometimes gets in the way of our serving.

I.  Battling Israel

A.  Ephraim’s pride   (Judges 8:1-3)

1.  Their involvement in the defeat of Midian
- “Don’t let them cross the river”
- They are “late to the party”
- Their fierce anger at Gideon’s “slight”

      NOTE:  Ephraim missed the “glory” of the defeat.  (See 7:2)

2.  Gideon’s appeasement   (Proverbs 15:1)
- Gideon’s proverb – Ephraim’s leftovers vs. Abiezer’s harvest

B.  “Enemy Cities”  (Succoth and Penuel)   (4-9)
From criticism to outright opposition and faithlessness

1.  Their faithlessness (or prudence?)
- 15,000 chased by 300?
- They suffer first if Gideon’s men fail 

Their “safety quotient” is running high
- Speaking not with reason but with mockery

     NOTE:  To avoid Midian’s wrath they incur that of Gideon

2.  Gideon pronounces judgment
- Succoth?  Scourging
- Penuel?  Destroy their “tower” 

3.  Gideon’s ruthlessness   (10-17)
- Justice or vengeance??

II.  Battling for Honor

A.  External enemies   (18-21)

1.  The Midianite kings (Zebah and Zalmunna)
- Justice or vengeance?
- Avenging the deaths of his brothers 

(who were killed as captives, not in battle)

2.  Ephraim
- Appeasement because it was best and wise?
- Or because he couldn’t take them on?

3.  Succoth and Penuel
- Honor/support that was expected wasn’t given

 Aside:  Your “brothers/sisters” will fail you and disappoint you.  How will you respond?



B.  Internal enemies  

1.  Pride/honor

2.  Success

III.  Battling the Heart  (The man who wouldn’t be king)   (22-28)

A.  A good start

1.  A profitable meeting   (Judges 6)

2.  Running well   (Judges 7)

B.  A bad finish   (Judges 8)

1.  The Lord is King!   “The Lord will rule over you”

2.  The benefits without the title?

3.  Making an ephod
- Ophrah becomes a worship center 
- It is with Gideon that you can inquire of the Lord
- Competing with Shiloh
- Made an ephod – used for inquiring of the Lord 

4.  Leads people into idolatry 

C.  An uncomfortable rest

1.  Rest from Midian – rest from invasion

2.  No rest from idolatry

     NOTE:  This is the last time the land is said to find “rest”

IV.  The Victory Assured

A.  Our own battles

1.  We start well
- In trusting faith
- In learning his Word and truth
- Walking obedience
- Seeking the Lord’s favor

2.  Striving to end well
- Asking the Spirit to examine the heart   (Psalm 139:23,24)
- Pursuing a life of repentance
- Putting “self” to death, to live in Christ   (Colossians 3:5-17)

B. Our righteous King

1.  The true King

2.  The seat of all wisdom, knowledge and truth   (Colossians 1:19)

3.  Who endured/conquered temptation

4.  Revealing the glory and blessing - and suffering - in serving

Conclusion:  May you not be ruled by pride or fear but by the Lord of Life.  And so may you 
“walk in a manner worthy of God, who calls you into his own kingdom and glory. 
(1Thessalonians 2:12 ESV)


