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1689 London Baptist Confession of Faith 
Chapter 4: Of Creation 
Part 1 
 
In Chapter 4, the writers of the confession provide their confession of belief in a God-created 
universe, beginning in Part 1 with the creator himself: God in three persons, the unified and 
triune God. 
 
In the beginning it pleased God the Father, (a) Son, and Holy Spirit, for the 
manifestation of the glory of (b) his eternal power, wisdom, and goodness, to 
create or make the world, and all things therein, (c) whether visible or invisible, in 
the space of six days, and all very good.  
 
In the beginning it pleased God the Father, (a) Son, and Holy Spirit, 
 
Reference John 1:2-3 
 

John 1:1-3 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God.  2 The same was in the beginning with God.  3 All things 
were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. 

 
Verse 1 cannot be left out. “In the beginning” is the phrase used by the writers of the confession 
to introduce this chapter and “In the beginning” is the phrase used by John to introduce “the 
Word”, or Logos, that is the Son of God, who before he became man “was with God”. This is 
critical to understand about Jesus Christ: he is God and he preexists his manifestation in the 
flesh, along with God the Father and God the Spirit. Creation is demonstration of his power and 
sovereignty. “In the beginning God” is the phrase used by Moses to introduce the creation 
account. At that point, the beginning of history, God is present in all three persons. 
 

Genesis 1:1-2  1 In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.  2  And the 
earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the 
Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. 

 
Reference Hebrews 1:2 
 

Hebrews 1:1-2  1 God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past 
unto the fathers by the prophets,  2  Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, 
whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; 

 
Hebrews 11:3  Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the 
word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear. 

 
The “word of God” here in Hebrews 11:3 is a different Greek word (than Logos), rhema, 
meaning an actual utterance of God, not the Son of God, but rather the words spoken by God. 
God’s words “framed” the worlds, that is, they “thoroughly completed” the worlds. However, one 
cannot be separated from the other. God’s Logos and and God’s rhema worked in concert to 
create the worlds. Note the plural “worlds” in these verses. God is the creator of all worlds.  
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John Gill on Hebrews 1:2: “…this is said in agreement with the notions of the Jews, and their 
way of speaking, who make mention of three worlds, which they call, the upper world (the 
habitation of God), the middle world (the air), and the lower world (the earth); and sometimes 
they call them the world of angels (where they dwell), the world of orbs (where the sun, moon, 
and stars are), and the world below (on which we live); and it is frequent in their writings, and 
prayer books (q), to call God "Lord of all worlds.”  
 
Not only were God the Father and God the Son present and active in creation, but also God the 
Spirit. He is the first of the three persons mentioned in Genesis 1:2 as he “moved upon the face 
of the waters”, surveying the earth before it took form. 
 
Reference Job 26:13 
 

Job 26:13  By his spirit he hath garnished the heavens; his hand hath formed the 
crooked serpent. 
 

This verse gives a picture of all three of the Godhead in creation. God the Father is implied as 
the subject of Job’s response. God’s “spirit” (the Holy Spirit) takes part in the creation of the 
stars, sun, and moon (day four). God’s “hand” (God the Son) forms even the lowliest of creation, 
the “serpent” (or possibly, Satan, the fallen angel). What the writers of the confession are 
showing us is that the Spirit was active in the creation as well.  The Spirit is especially identified 
in the creation of mankind on day six. 

 
Job 33:4  The Spirit of God hath made me, and the breath of the Almighty 
hath given me life. 
 

John Gill on Job 33:4: “…so every man is made by God, and not by himself; Father, Son, and 
Spirit, are his Makers or Creators, as we read of them in the plural number; and this is a proof of 
the deity of the Spirit, who was not only concerned in the creation of all things, garnishing the 
heavens, and moving upon the face of the waters on the earth; but in the formation of man:”. 
 
for the manifestation of the glory of (b) his eternal power, wisdom, and goodness, 
to create or make the world,  
 
Reference Romans 1:20 
 

Romans 1:20  For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world 
are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal 
power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse: 

 
Creation reveals the Creator. What is imperceptible by sight may be seen and understood by 
what can be perceived. Wind cannot be seen, but the effects of the wind are perceptible and 
therefore wind is known and understood. God cannot be seen as he truly is, yet the effects of 
God in creation reveal much about him. (This is true of the other works of God, such as salvation 
and sanctification). The purpose of creation, like all other works of God, is God’s pleasure and 
glorification. 
 

Revelation 4:11  Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and 
power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were 
created. 
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Isaiah 43:7  Even every one that is called by my name: for I have created him 
for my glory, I have formed him; yea, I have made him. 
 
Psalms 19:1-6  1 The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament 
sheweth his handywork.  2  Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth 
knowledge.  3  There is no speech nor language, where their voice is not heard.  
4  Their line is gone out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. In 
them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun,  5  Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his 
chamber, and rejoiceth as a strong man to run a race.  6  His going forth is from the end 
of the heaven, and his circuit unto the ends of it: and there is nothing hid from the heat 
thereof. 
 
Psalms 104:24  O LORD, how manifold are thy works! in wisdom hast thou 
made them all: the earth is full of thy riches. 
  

and all things therein (c) whether visible or invisible, in the space of six days, and 
all very good. 
 
Reference Colossians 1:16 
 

Colossians 1:16-17  For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and 
that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or 
principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him:  17  And he 
is before all things, and by him all things consist. 

 
The writers of the confession continue to emphasize that nothing exists outside of the creative 
effort of God, through the Son, by the Spirit. Paul expounds to the Colossians how 
comprehensive God’s creation was: “all things”, “heaven”, “earth”, “visible”, “invisible”. Paul also 
describes the how and why of God’s creation: “by him”, “for him”. All of those things were 
created in the space of six actual days as given in the creation account in Genesis. 
 
Reference Genesis 1:31 
 

Genesis 1:31  And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was 
very good. And the evening and the morning were the sixth day. 

 
The creation account in Genesis is foundational. Any lack of faith in regards to the account must 
be quickly corrected, else the whole history of the fall of man and the need for salvation from sin 
(and thus the need for a savior in Jesus Christ) be called into question. Either one believes all of 
the scripture as truth, or all of the scripture may be questioned. The creation account given in 
Genesis is of six literal (night and day) days, comprising a full week, with God resting on the 
seventh day (Genesis 2:2-3). 
 

Exodus 20:11  For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that 
in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day, 
and hallowed it. 

 
Day One: Light and dark. 
 
Day Two: Heaven above and waters below.  
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Day Three: Earth and seas. Grass, plants, and trees. 
 
Day Four: Sun, moon, and stars. 
 
Day Five: Creatures of the seas. 
 
Day Six: Creatures of the earth and air. Mankind, male and female. 

 
All of creation was declared by God to be “good” and “very good”. As God himself is perfect, so 
were his creations perfect until such time that sin entered into history and introduced 
imperfection and death. The “fall” will be covered in Chapter 6 of the confession. 
 
Summary: 

1. All three persons of the Godhead were present and active before and during creation. 
2. Creation was accomplished by God’s pleasure for God’s glory. 
3. Everything that is, both invisible and visible, was created by God. 
4. The duration of creation was six literal (night and day) days. 
5. God pronounced all that he created to be very good. 


