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“Servant” from Webster’s 1828: “A person, male or female, that attends another for the pupose 
of performing menial offices for him, or who is employed by another for such offices or for other 
labor, and is subject to his command. The word is correlative to master. Servant differs from 
slave, as the servant's subjection to a master is voluntary, the slave's is not. Every 
slave is a servant, but every servant is not a slave.” 
 
Obey your masters and work as if working for the Lord. 

Colossians 3:22-25  Servants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh; not 
with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but in singleness of heart, fearing God:  23  And 
whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men;  24  Knowing that of 
the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ.  
25  But he that doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong which he hath done: and there 
is no respect of persons. (Ephesians 6:5-8 is a parallel verse). 

 
Obey your masters both good and bad by following the Lord’s example in 
suffering. 

1 Peter 2:18-24  Servants, be subject to your masters with all fear; not only to the good 
and gentle, but also to the froward.  19  For this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience 
toward God endure grief, suffering wrongfully.  20  For what glory is it, if, when ye be 
buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take 
it patiently, this is acceptable with God.  21  For even hereunto were ye called: because 
Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps:  22  
Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth:  23  Who, when he was reviled, reviled not 
again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth 
righteously:  24  Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to 
sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed. 

 
Be content in your position because God has put you there. 

1 Corinthians 7:20-24  Let every man abide in the same calling wherein he was 
called.  21  Art thou called being a servant? care not for it: but if thou mayest be made free, use it 
rather.  22  For he that is called in the Lord, being a servant, is the Lord's freeman: likewise 
also he that is called, being free, is Christ's servant.  23  Ye are bought with a price; be not 
ye the servants of men.  24  Brethren, let every man, wherein he is called, therein 
abide with God. 

 
Respect your masters to bring honor to God. 

1 Timothy 6:1-2  Let as many servants as are under the yoke count their own masters 
worthy of all honour, that the name of God and his doctrine be not blasphemed.  2  
And they that have believing masters, let them not despise them, because they are brethren; but 
rather do them service, because they are faithful and beloved, partakers of the benefit. These 
things teach and exhort. 

 
Work honestly to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Titus 2:9-14  Exhort servants to be obedient unto their own masters, and to please them 
well in all things; not answering again;  10  Not purloining, but shewing all good fidelity; 
that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things.  11  For the grace of 
God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, 12  Teaching us that, denying 
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this 
present world;  13  Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God 
and our Saviour Jesus Christ;  14  Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all 
iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works. 
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Work humbly and patiently. 
Luke 17:7-10  But which of you, having a servant plowing or feeding cattle, will say unto him 
by and by, when he is come from the field, Go and sit down to meat?  8  And will not rather say 
unto him, Make ready wherewith I may sup, and gird thyself, and serve me, till I have eaten 
and drunken; and afterward thou shalt eat and drink?  9  Doth he thank that servant 
because he did the things that were commanded him? I trow not.  10  So likewise ye, 
when ye shall have done all those things which are commanded you, say, We are 
unprofitable servants: we have done that which was our duty to do. 

 
Abraham’s servant in Genesis 24 is an example of successful servanthood. 
 
His master trusts in him. 

Genesis 24:1-2a  And Abraham was old, and well stricken in age: and the LORD had blessed 
Abraham in all things.  2  And Abraham said unto his eldest servant of his house, that ruled 
over all that he had,  

 
His master provides goals for him to accomplish. 

Genesis 24:2b-4 Put, I pray thee, thy hand under my thigh:  3  And I will make thee swear by 
the LORD, the God of heaven, and the God of the earth, that thou shalt not take a wife unto my 
son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I dwell:  4  But thou shalt go unto my 
country, and to my kindred, and take a wife unto my son Isaac. 
 

He prepares by asking questions and getting answers about his goals. 
Genesis 24:5-8  And the servant said unto him, Peradventure the woman will not be 
willing to follow me unto this land: must I needs bring thy son again unto the land 
from whence thou camest?  6  And Abraham said unto him, Beware thou that thou bring 
not my son thither again.  7  The LORD God of heaven, which took me from my father's 
house, and from the land of my kindred, and which spake unto me, and that sware unto me, 
saying, Unto thy seed will I give this land; he shall send his angel before thee, and thou shalt take 
a wife unto my son from thence.  8  And if the woman will not be willing to follow thee, 
then thou shalt be clear from this my oath: only bring not my son thither again. 

 
He commits to achieving his goals. 

Genesis 24:9  And the servant put his hand under the thigh of Abraham his 
master, and sware to him concerning that matter. 
 

He gathers his resources. 
Genesis 24:10a  And the servant took ten camels of the camels of his master, and departed; 
for all the goods of his master were in his hand:  
 

He begins to work. 
Genesis 24:10b-11 and he arose, and went to Mesopotamia, unto the city of Nahor. And he 
made his camels to kneel down without the city by a well of water at the time of the 
evening, even the time that women go out to draw water. 

 
He prays for success. 

Genesis 24:12-14  And he said, O LORD God of my master Abraham, I pray thee, send 
me good speed this day, and shew kindness unto my master Abraham.  13  Behold, I stand 
here by the well of water; and the daughters of the men of the city come out to draw water:  14  
And let it come to pass, that the damsel to whom I shall say, Let down thy pitcher, I pray thee, 
that I may drink; and she shall say, Drink, and I will give thy camels drink also: let the same be 
she that thou hast appointed for thy servant Isaac; and thereby shall I know that thou 
hast shewed kindness unto my master. 
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He assesses his progress. 
Genesis 24:15-25  And it came to pass, before he had done speaking, that, behold, Rebekah came out, 
who was born to Bethuel, son of Milcah, the wife of Nahor, Abraham's brother, with her pitcher upon her 
shoulder.  16  And the damsel was very fair to look upon, a virgin, neither had any man known her: and 
she went down to the well, and filled her pitcher, and came up.  17  And the servant ran to meet her, and said, 
Let me, I pray thee, drink a little water of thy pitcher.  18  And she said, Drink, my lord: and she hasted, and 
let down her pitcher upon her hand, and gave him drink.  19  And when she had done giving him drink, 
she said, I will draw water for thy camels also, until they have done drinking.  20  And she hasted, and 
emptied her pitcher into the trough, and ran again unto the well to draw water, and drew for all his 
camels.  21  And the man wondering at her held his peace, to wit whether the LORD had made his journey 
prosperous or not.  22  And it came to pass, as the camels had done drinking, that the man took a golden 
earring of half a shekel weight, and two bracelets for her hands of ten shekels weight of gold;  23  And said, 
Whose daughter art thou? tell me, I pray thee: is there room in thy father's house for us to lodge in?  24  And 
she said unto him, I am the daughter of Bethuel the son of Milcah, which she bare unto Nahor.  
25  She said moreover unto him, We have both straw and provender enough, and room to lodge in. 

 
He worships God for his progress. 

Genesis 24:26-27  And the man bowed down his head, and worshipped the LORD.  27  
And he said, Blessed be the LORD God of my master Abraham, who hath not left destitute my 
master of his mercy and his truth: I being in the way, the LORD led me to the house of my 
master's brethren. 

 
He reports on his progress. 

Genesis 24:29-48  And Rebekah had a brother, and his name was Laban: and Laban ran out unto the 
man, unto the well.  30  And it came to pass, when he saw the earring and bracelets upon his sister's hands, 
and when he heard the words of Rebekah his sister, saying, Thus spake the man unto me; that he came unto 
the man; and, behold, he stood by the camels at the well.  31  And he said, Come in, thou blessed of the 
LORD; wherefore standest thou without? for I have prepared the house, and room for the camels.  32  And 
the man came into the house: and he ungirded his camels, and gave straw and provender for the camels, and 
water to wash his feet, and the men's feet that were with him.  33  And there was set meat before him to eat: 
but he said, I will not eat, until I have told mine errand. And he said, Speak on.  34  And he said, I am 
Abraham's servant.  35  And the LORD hath blessed my master greatly; and he is become great: and he 
hath given him flocks, and herds, and silver, and gold, and menservants, and maidservants, and camels, and 
asses.  36  And Sarah my master's wife bare a son to my master when she was old: and unto him hath he 
given all that he hath.  37  And my master made me swear, saying, Thou shalt not take a wife to my son of the 
daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I dwell:  38  But thou shalt go unto my father's house, and 
to my kindred, and take a wife unto my son.  39  And I said unto my master, Peradventure the woman 
will not follow me. 40  And he said unto me, The LORD, before whom I walk, will send his angel 
with thee, and prosper thy way; and thou shalt take a wife for my son of my kindred, and of my father's 
house:  41  Then shalt thou be clear from this my oath, when thou comest to my kindred; and if they give not 
thee one, thou shalt be clear from my oath.  42  And I came this day unto the well, and said, O LORD God 
of my master Abraham, if now thou do prosper my way which I go:  43  Behold, I stand by the well of water; 
and it shall come to pass, that when the virgin cometh forth to draw water, and I say to her, Give me, I pray 
thee, a little water of thy pitcher to drink;  44  And she say to me, Both drink thou, and I will also draw for 
thy camels: let the same be the woman whom the LORD hath appointed out for my master's son.  45  
And before I had done speaking in mine heart, behold, Rebekah came forth with her pitcher on her shoulder; 
and she went down unto the well, and drew water: and I said unto her, Let me drink, I pray thee.  46  And 
she made haste, and let down her pitcher from her shoulder, and said, Drink, and I will give thy camels drink 
also: so I drank, and she made the camels drink also.  47  And I asked her, and said, Whose daughter art 
thou? And she said, The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor's son, whom Milcah bare unto him: and I put the 
earring upon her face, and the bracelets upon her hands.  48  And I bowed down my head, and 
worshipped the LORD, and blessed the LORD God of my master Abraham, which had led me in 
the right way to take my master's brother's daughter unto his son. 

 
He achieves his primary goal. 

Genesis 24:49-51  And now if ye will deal kindly and truly with my master, tell me: and if not, 
tell me; that I may turn to the right hand, or to the left.  50  Then Laban and Bethuel answered 
and said, The thing proceedeth from the LORD: we cannot speak unto thee bad or good.  51  
Behold, Rebekah is before thee, take her, and go, and let her be thy master's son's 
wife, as the LORD hath spoken. 



Cookeville Primitive Baptist Church 
10/18/2015 
“Guidelines for Successful Servanthood” 

4 

 

He worships God for his achievement. 
Genesis 24:52  And it came to pass, that, when Abraham's servant heard their words, he 
worshipped the LORD, bowing himself to the earth. 

 
He secures his primary goal. 

Genesis 24:53-61  And the servant brought forth jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment, and 
gave them to Rebekah: he gave also to her brother and to her mother precious things.  54  And they did eat 
and drink, he and the men that were with him, and tarried all night; and they rose up in the morning, and he 
said, Send me away unto my master.  55  And her brother and her mother said, Let the damsel abide 
with us a few days, at the least ten; after that she shall go.  56  And he said unto them, Hinder me not, 
seeing the LORD hath prospered my way; send me away that I may go to my master.  57  And 
they said, We will call the damsel, and enquire at her mouth.  58  And they called Rebekah, and said unto 
her, Wilt thou go with this man? And she said, I will go.  59  And they sent away Rebekah their sister, 
and her nurse, and Abraham's servant, and his men.  60  And they blessed Rebekah, and said unto her, Thou 
art our sister, be thou the mother of thousands of millions, and let thy seed possess the gate of those which 
hate them.  61  And Rebekah arose, and her damsels, and they rode upon the camels, and followed the man: 
and the servant took Rebekah, and went his way. 

 
He achieves and secures his secondary goal. 

Genesis 24:62-65  And Isaac came from the way of the well Lahairoi; for he dwelt in the 
south country.  63  And Isaac went out to meditate in the field at the eventide: and he lifted up 
his eyes, and saw, and, behold, the camels were coming.  64  And Rebekah lifted up her eyes, 
and when she saw Isaac, she lighted off the camel.  65  For she had said unto the servant, 
What man is this that walketh in the field to meet us? And the servant had said, It is my master: 
therefore she took a vail, and covered herself.   
 

He reports. 
Genesis 24:66-67  And the servant told Isaac all things that he had done.  67  And 
Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah's tent, and took Rebekah, and she became his 
wife; and he loved her: and Isaac was comforted after his mother's death. 

 
Abraham’s servant was obedient, respectful, honest, and humble. He achieved everything that 
Abraham asked him to do. He recognized that nothing he had achieved was possible without 
God and worshipped God for his providence. He received no special reward for achieving his 
goals. In the end, he did as he was told. What he did was not for his glory, but for his master’s, 
and more importantly, God’s glory. 
 

Philippians 2:1-16 5  Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:  6  Who, being 
in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:  7  But made himself of no reputation, 
and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:  8  And being found in 
fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.  
9  Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name:  10  
That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under 
the earth;  11  And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  
12  Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my 
absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.  13  For it is God which worketh in you 
both to will and to do of his good pleasure.  14  Do all things without murmurings and disputings:  15  
That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a 
crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world;  16  Holding forth 
the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, neither laboured in 
vain. 

 

 


