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Isaiah 30:19-21  19 For the people shall dwell in Zion at Jerusalem: thou shalt weep 
no more: he will be very gracious unto thee at the voice of thy cry; when he shall 
hear it, he will answer thee.  20  And though the Lord give you the bread of 
adversity, and the water of affliction, yet shall not thy teachers be removed into a 
corner any more, but thine eyes shall see thy teachers:  21  And thine ears shall 
hear a word behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the 
right hand, and when ye turn to the left. 
 
19a For the people shall dwell in Zion at Jerusalem: 
 
“The people” historically referenced here by Isaiah are a remnant out of the tribe of Judah of the 
children of Israel. They had been oppressed by the Assyrians but God had promised king 
Hezekiah that they would not be completely destroyed, that Jerusalem and particularly (Mount) 
Zion will be saved. 
 

2 Kings 19:30-34  30 And the remnant that is escaped of the house of Judah shall yet 
again take root downward, and bear fruit upward.  31  For out of Jerusalem shall go forth 
a remnant, and they that escape out of mount Zion: the zeal of the LORD of hosts shall 
do this.  32  Therefore thus saith the LORD concerning the king of Assyria, He shall not come 
into this city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor come before it with shield, nor cast a bank against it.  
33  By the way that he came, by the same shall he return, and shall not come into this city, saith 
the LORD.  34  For I will defend this city, to save it, for mine own sake, and for my 
servant David's sake. 

 
Hawker: “But observe, Reader, the cause of all these promised mercies. Not for Hezekiah’s 
righteousness; nor for the peoples worth and obedience: But for the Lord’s own sake in the covenant 
promises; and for his servant David’s sake, to whom he had promised his sure mercies. But oh! how 
infinitely heightened, and increasingly precious doth this history appear, read through the 
medium of gospel mercies, and secured to believers in the covenant faithfulness of God the 
Father, and the blood and righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ. The church of Christ, like 
Jerusalem, is closely besieged day by day. The enemy saith I will pursue: I will overtake. I will divide the 
spoil. My lust shall be gratified upon her. Hitherto, saith the Lord, shalt thou come, and no 
further. No weapon formed against the church of Jesus shall prosper. The church is the gift 
of the Father, the purchase of Christ, and the object of the Spirit’s favor forever. God will 
defend it, and it shall be a praise in the earth, the perfection of beauty in Jesus throughout all ages!” 
 

Psalms 48:1-3  1 Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised in the city of our God, in the 
mountain of his holiness.  2  Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount 
Zion, on the sides of the north, the city of the great King.  3  God is known in her palaces for a 
refuge. 

 
Gill: “Jerusalem is a figure of the Gospel church, which is often compared to a city; of which saints 
are citizens and fellow citizens of each other; this is a city built on Christ the foundation; is full of 
inhabitants, when together and considered by themselves; is governed by wholesome laws, enacted by 
Christ its King, who has appointed officers under him to explain and enforce them, and see that they are 
put in execution; and has many privileges and immunities belonging to it; and this is the city of God, 
of his building and of his defending, and where he dwells; it is "the city of the great King", the 
King Messiah, and where he displays his greatness; here he appears great and glorious, shows his power 
and his glory; is seen in the galleries and through the lattices of ordinances, in his beauty and splendour; 
here he grants his gracious presence, and bestows his favours and blessings; and is therefore greatly to be 
praised here, as he is by all his people on the above accounts, (Continued)  
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(Gill continued) Even in the mountain of his holiness; as Mount Zion is called on account of the 
temple built upon it, and the worship of God in it; and a fit emblem it was of the church of Christ, 
which, as that is, is chosen and, loved of God, and is his habitation, is impregnable and immovable, and 
consists of persons sanctified by God the Father, in the Son, and through the Spirit.” 

 
Isaiah 28:16  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a 
stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall 
not make haste. 

 
Romans 9:27-33  Esaias also crieth concerning Israel, Though the number of the children of 
Israel be as the sand of the sea, a remnant shall be saved:  28  For he will finish the work, 
and cut it short in righteousness: because a short work will the Lord make upon the earth.  
29  And as Esaias said before, Except the Lord of Sabaoth had left us a seed, we had been as 
Sodoma, and been made like unto Gomorrha.  30  What shall we say then? That the Gentiles, 
which followed not after righteousness, have attained to righteousness, even the righteousness 
which is of faith.  31  But Israel, which followed after the law of righteousness, hath not attained to 
the law of righteousness.  32  Wherefore? Because they sought it not by faith, but as it were 
by the works of the law. For they stumbled at that stumblingstone;  33  As it is written, 
Behold, I lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock of offence: and whosoever believeth 
on him shall not be ashamed. 

 
Obadiah 1:17  But upon mount Zion shall be deliverance, and there shall be holiness; 
and the house of Jacob shall possess their possessions. 

 
Obadiah 1:21  And saviours shall come up on mount Zion to judge the mount of Esau; 
and the kingdom shall be the LORD'S. 

 
Scripture is clear that Jerusalem and Mount Zion are types or figures of the church (or more 
definitively the kingdom) of Christ on the earth and Jesus Christ is the foundation and 
cornerstone of the church.  
 

Hebrews 12:22-24  22 But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living 
God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels,  23  To the general 
assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of 
all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect,  24  And to Jesus the mediator of the new 
covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel. 

 
19b thou shalt weep no more: 
 
“Thou” being the remnant out of Jerusalem and Mount Zion and a figure of the elect within the 
Gospel church. God’s promise to the elect is that there will come a time when they will no longer 
week because of their oppression. 
 

Revelation 7:14-17  14 And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are 
they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb.  15  Therefore are they before the throne of God, 
and serve him day and night in his temple: and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell 
among them.  16  They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light 
on them, nor any heat.  17  For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and 
shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from 
their eyes. 
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19c he will be very gracious unto thee at the voice of thy cry; when he shall hear it, 
he will answer thee.   
 
“Thy cry” indicates that God’s children are expected to cry out to God for help in time of trouble.  
 

Psalms 34:15-19 15 The eyes of the LORD are upon the righteous, and his ears are open 
unto their cry.  16  The face of the LORD is against them that do evil, to cut off the 
remembrance of them from the earth.  17  The righteous cry, and the LORD heareth, and 
delivereth them out of all their troubles.  18  The LORD is nigh unto them that are of a 
broken heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit.  19  Many are the afflictions 
of the righteous: but the LORD delivereth him out of them all. 

 
20a  And though the Lord give you the bread of adversity, and the water of 
affliction,  
 
“Bread” and “water” are the necessities of life. A person may only survive 3 days without water 
and 3 weeks without food. “Adversity” and “affliction” are the necessities of life for the elect of 
God in his earthly kingdom. They are sources of strength, not weakness. It is by these things that 
the elect grow mature and strong. Perseverance is the sign of God’s preservation of the saints. 
 

2 Timothy 2:12  If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will 
deny us: 
 
2 Corinthians 4:16-18  16 For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man 
perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day.  17  For our light affliction, which is but for 
a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory;  18  While we look not 
at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen 
are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal. 

 
20b yet shall not thy teachers be removed into a corner any more, but thine eyes 
shall see thy teachers:   
 
“Thy teachers” refers to either earthly heavenly. The point of this passage being that there will be 
a visible presence of these teachers among the elect of God: the work of their teachers will bear 
fruit among them. 
 

John 6:45  It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. Every man 
therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me. 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:9  But as touching brotherly love ye need not that I write unto you: for ye 
yourselves are taught of God to love one another. 

 
Ephesians 2:19-22  19 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but 
fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God;  20  And are built upon the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner 
stone;  21  In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the 
Lord:  22  In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit. 
 
2 Timothy 3:14-15  14 But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast 
been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them;  15  And that from a child 
thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus. 
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21  And thine ears shall hear a word behind thee saying, This is the way, walk ye in 
it, when ye turn to the right hand, and when ye turn to the left. 
 

Proverbs 20:12  The hearing ear, and the seeing eye, the LORD hath made even both of 
them. 

 
Isaiah 40:9-11  9 O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up into the high mountain; O 
Jerusalem, that bringest good tidings, lift up thy voice with strength; lift it up, be not afraid; say 
unto the cities of Judah, Behold your God!  10  Behold, the Lord GOD will come with strong 
hand, and his arm shall rule for him: behold, his reward is with him, and his work before him.  
11  He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: he shall gather the lambs with his arm, and carry 
them in his bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with young. 

 
“Thine ears shall hear” is an imperative statement. God gives the elect in Zion ears to hear and 
eyes to see. Therefore, when God guides them through adversity and affliction, he does so as a 
shepherd, from behind them, giving them the words of direction they need to turn right or left. 
His guidance to them comes by the Holy Ghost, who whispers in their hearing ears comforting 
words. 
 

John 14:14-18  14 If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it.  15  If ye love me, keep my 
commandments.  16  And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that 
he may abide with you for ever;  17  Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot 
receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with 
you, and shall be in you.  18  I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you. 

 
John 14:26  But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in 
my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, 
whatsoever I have said unto you. 

 
John 16:7-14  7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I 
go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.  8  
And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of 
judgment:  9  Of sin, because they believe not on me;  10  Of righteousness, because I go to my 
Father, and ye see me no more;  11  Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged.  12  I 
have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now.  13  Howbeit when he, the 
Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of 
himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you 
things to come.  14  He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it 
unto you. 

 
Summary:  

1. Jerusalem and Zion are figures of the earthly kingdom of God in the churches of Jesus Christ. 
2. The remnant in Jerusalem and Zion are figures of the elect of God. 
3. The elect of God should hope in God and cry out to him for deliverance. 
4. The elect of God should expect adversity an affliction. 
5. God has given the elect teachers, both physical and spiritual. 
6. God has given the elect the Holy Ghost to guide and comfort in their walk. 

 
Philippians 4:6-9  6 Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.  7  And the peace of God, which passeth all 
understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.  8  Finally, brethren, whatsoever 
things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever 
things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on 
these things.  9  Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and 
the God of peace shall be with you. 


