
THE __________________ OF GOD'S MERCY AND GRACE 

Col 1:9-14 

 

Introduction:  Mercy-God's ___________ giving us that which our sinfulness deserves.   

Grace—_______________ from the kindness and goodness of God what I do not deserve.  God’s 

Redemption At Christ’s Expense.  A ladder is something that one climbs to get to a _______________ 

elevation.  In order to climb the ladder of "success" and  achieve a higher level of position for ourselves we 

must have Christ's mercy and grace or else our __________________ are only earthly and have on eternal 

value.  Our position on this ladder apart from Christ is at the _________________ and waiting for the 

ability to even start climbing the Ladder of God's Mercy and Grace—lost and undone, and on the road to a 

Christ-less eternity in the Lake of Fire. 

 

I. First rung—_________________ of our sin  Vs 14  (__________________ through Christ’s blood) 

 A. And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he made alive  

  together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses; Colossians 2:13 

 B. Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man unto  

  whom the LORD does not charge with iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no guile. Psalm  

  32:1-2 

 C. Cf. I Cor 6:9-11 

 

II. Second rung—Translated into the kingdom  Vs 13b  (_________________ citizenship) 

 A. Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that hears my word, and believes on him that sent me,  

  has everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto  

  life. John 5:24 

 B. Cf. Eph 2:1-7 

 C. Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In his great mercy he has given  

  us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and 

  into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade—kept in heaven for you, 5 who through 

  faith are shielded by God's power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be  

  revealed in the last time. 1 Peter 1:3-5 NIV 

 

III. Third rung—Deliverance from sin’s power Vs 13a  (Divine _________________ implanted) 

 A. But now having been set free from sin, and having become slaves of God, you have your  

  fruit to holiness, and the end, everlasting life. Romans 6:22 

 B. For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: [it is] the gift of God: 9  

  Not of works, lest any man should boast. 10  For we are his workmanship, created in Christ  

  Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.  

  Ephesians 2:8-10 

 

IV. Fourth rung—Partakers of God’s ______________  Vs 12  (Heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ) 

 A. For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit 

  of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 16  The Spirit himself bears witness with our  

  spirit, that we are the children of God: 17  And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and  

  joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with [him], that we may be also glorified  

  together. Romans 8:15-17 

 B. Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the 

  sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. 2  Beloved, now  

  are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when 

  he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. 1 John 3:1-2 



 C. Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. 2 In my Father's house 

  are many mansions: if it were not so , I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.  

  3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that 

  where I am, there ye may be also. John 14:1-3 

 

V. Fifth rung—____________________ by God  Vs 11  (Holy Spirit ___________________) 

 A. But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now 

  if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. 10  And if Christ [be] in you, the  

  body [is] dead because of sin; but the Spirit [is] life because of righteousness. 11  But if the 

  Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from 

  the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. 12Therefore, 

  brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh. 13  For if ye live after the 

  flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live. 

  14  For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. Romans 8:9-14 

 B. And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; 19  Speaking to  

  yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to 

  the Lord; Ephesians 5:18-19 

 C.  Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Ephesians 6:10 

 

VI. Sixth rung—Walking fruitfully in Christ  Vs 10  (_____________________) 

 A. As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, [so] walk ye in him: 7  Rooted and built 

  up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with  

  thanksgiving. 8  Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the  

  tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. Colossians 2:6-8 

 

VII. Seventh Rung--Filled with Godly ___________________, wisdom and understanding  Vs 9  

 (Spiritual ___________________) 

 A. Teach me to do thy will; for thou [art] my God: thy spirit [is] good; lead me into the land of  

  uprightness. Psalms 143:10 

 B. 1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a  

  living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, [which is] your reasonable service. 2  And be not  

  conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may  

  prove what [is] that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. Romans 12:1-2 

 C. Cf. Eph 1:15-20; 3:14-19 

 D. Cf. Phil 1:9-11 

 

 

Conclusion:  The Ladder of Grace is a wonderful ladder to climb.  The strength to climb the ladder comes 

from the mighty hand of God.  It begins with ____________________, and ends in spending eternity with 

God. 
 


