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KJV – Genesis 31:1-21 

 

“The Flight of Jacob” 

     It has been 20 long years that Jacob has served his father-in-law Laban. Now it is time to move 
on. We have gone from trickery in marriage, to a child bearing competition, to ringstraked and 
speckled herds. Now we see the development and growth of this man named Jacob that would soon 
become Is-ra-el.  
 
     Laban was a cheapskate employer and father-in-law. He provided Jacob with a place to live and 
food yet he never allowed Jacob to grow and prosper. As we saw from last week’s lesson Jacob had 
come to a point where he was fed up with this mistreatment and had decided to leave. However 
Laban had realized that he was being blessed because of Jacob, so he did not want him to go. Jacob 
said he would stay and work the herds and his hire or his wages would be the ringstraked and the 
speckled. Laban had agreed to this deal because by separating the cattle and the livestock it was a 
win-win situation for Jacob.  
 
     Standing in the shadows, over-watching Jacob’s life was a Sovereign God who is faithful in 
fulfilling His promises. In His providence, God used the mistreatment and jealously to now move 
Jacob back to the promised land of his fathers, Abraham and Isaac.  
 
     When a greedy employer is not adequately caring for one of God’s Elect, God will remove His 
servant and depart the blessing that came with it. It is here that God is about to take Jacob away 
from Laban and the blessing of God would be poured out upon Jacob but Laban would struggle for 
the rest of his life. 
 
Genesis 31:1-2 

1 And he heard the words of Laban's sons, saying, Jacob hath taken away all that was our father's; and 
of that which was our father's hath he gotten all this glory. 

2 And Jacob beheld the countenance of Laban, and, behold, it was not toward him as before. 

     The concern of Laban’s sons here is that they perceived that Jacob’s gain was their Father’s loss 
of glory. The prior relationship between Laban and Jacob had now changed. Jacob faced verbal 
abuse and an attitude of hostility.  

     There are three very important observations to note here in determining the will of God and 
Jacob had all three in his favor. Jacob had had enough, the abuse and hostility he faced was uncalled 
for. Jacob knew that his materialistic blessings were of God and had caused Laban’s attitude to 
change toward him and even Laban’s sons had now become envious and grumbled at the fact they 
saw the depleting assets of their father. Jacob knew with all surety it was time to leave. 
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- Observation 1 – Jacob was being blessed. When it was time for him to leave he was in a 
position to do so without causing a financial hardship on his family. God had been blessing 
him and things for him were positive and not negative. 
 

- Observation 2 – Jacob became aware that the feelings and attitudes toward him had 
changed. Those who once stood with him and were for him were now opposed to him 
because of God’s blessings upon his life. 
 

- Observation 3 – Jacob knew the revelation of God as seen in the next portion of Scripture. 
 
Genesis 31:3 

3 And the LORD said unto Jacob, Return unto the land of thy fathers, and to thy kindred; and I will be 
with thee. 

     Return to the land; when Jacob sought to leave at the end of his contract in Genesis 30:25 God 
was not ready for him to leave. Now God’s will was directing Jacob’s departure after those six years 
of labor for the livestock. God had used this period in Jacob’s life to bless him, not to hurt him. He 
may have gone through some rough times but in the end Jacob was a better man because he trusted 
and waited upon the LORD.  

Genesis 31:4 

4 And Jacob sent and called Rachel and Leah to the field unto his flock, 

     Jacob called his wives Rachel and Leah to the field. He got them away from their parental 
influences to speak to them of his desires in fulfilling the will of God. It is so hard for a family to 
function if either husband or wife is being influenced by family.  In not all cases but most, it is just 
better to leave. 

     Jacob had to get their permission to leave. Under Mesopotamian law, you could not take wives 
out of the country without their consent or else it would be kidnapping (R. Kent Hughes, Genesis; 
p.390). 

Genesis 31:5 

5 And said unto them, I see your father's countenance, that it is not toward me as before; but the God of 
my father hath been with me. 

     Jacob tells his wives the truth. He knew that Laban’s countenance had changed toward him. 
Things were not like they were 20 years ago. Laban was now against Jacob and he let his wives 
know this, however he also told them that the God of my father has been with me. He wanted to get 
a point across to them; are not blessed because of your father, but we are blessed because of the 
God of my father. 

     In the first part of verse five Jacob informed his wives of the reality of the situation, what he saw 
in Laban. In the latter part of the verse Jacob informs his wives of God’s blessings upon his life. 
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Genesis 31:6-9 

6 And ye know that with all my power I have served your father. 

7 And your father hath deceived me, and changed my wages ten times; but God suffered him not to hurt 
me. 

8 If he said thus, The speckled shall be thy wages; then all the cattle bare speckled: and if he said thus, 
The ringstraked shall be thy hire; then bare all the cattle ringstraked. 

9 Thus God hath taken away the cattle of your father, and given them to me. 

     In verse six Jacob reminded his wives of his faithful service. As Jacob explained it, his unwavering 
service to their father had been met by Laban with abuse and hostility. He had changed his wages 
ten times, intended to cripple Jacob’s future, lied and cheated him and devised ways to make him 
stay even longer because he wanted the blessings that Jacob brought to his household.  

     However Jacob gives all the credit to God. In verse nine he explains that the Sovereignty of 
Almighty God had intervened by blocking the intended hurt and overriding the wage changes with 
great blessings and prosperity. 

Genesis 31:10-13 

10 And it came to pass at the time that the cattle conceived, that I lifted up mine eyes, and saw in a 
dream, and, behold, the rams which leaped upon the cattle were ringstraked, speckled, and grisled. 

11 And the angel of God spake unto me in a dream, saying, Jacob: And I said, Here am I. 

12 And he said, Lift up now thine eyes, and see, all the rams which leap upon the cattle are ringstraked, 
speckled, and grisled: for I have seen all that Laban doeth unto thee. 

13 I am the God of Bethel, where thou anointedst the pillar, and where thou vowedst a vow unto me: 
now arise, get thee out from this land, and return unto the land of thy kindred. 

     In verses ten through 13 Jacob reminds Rachael and Leah of God’s blessings and God’s leading.  
In verse 11 He speaks of the Angel of God. Most times in the past Jacob had referred to his Sovereign 
God as LORD. Which means Jehovah, however he is now referring to Him as God “Elohim.” 

     Elohim is the plural pronoun in the interrelation of Deity as used in Genesis 1:1. Most times the 
term within the Scriptures used is the Angel of the LORD, however it is here that Jacob’s growth has 
developed to the point where he declares the Angel of God, in the sense that he is acknowledging 
the Godhead.  

     We know that the Angel of God is clearly the Angel of the LORD who identifies Himself as such, as 
being the God of Beth-El. As spoken of back at Beth-El this is none other than the LORD Jesus Christ, 
pointing back to the earlier critical encounter when He was manifested to Jacob in Genesis 28:10-
22. 
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Genesis 31:14-16    

14 And Rachel and Leah answered and said unto him, Is there yet any portion or inheritance for us in 
our father's house? 

15 Are we not counted of him strangers? for he hath sold us, and hath quite devoured also our money. 

16 For all the riches which God hath taken from our father, that is ours, and our children's: now then, 
whatsoever God hath said unto thee, do. 

     The two wives of Jacob, Rachael and Leah, agreed that their father was not doing what was right. 
His actions were severely putting a strain upon the family’s relationships. Now they even wondered 
if their inheritance might be in question since the ties that bind them no longer held them there.  

     Their father had squandered away everything in his attempts to gain from Jacob’s blessings. They 
also recognized that the Sovereignty of Almighty God had intervened and refunded unto Jacob’s 
house what their very own father had wrongfully held and spent. 

Genesis 31:17-19 

17 Then Jacob rose up, and set his sons and his wives upon camels; 

18 And he carried away all his cattle, and all his goods which he had gotten, the cattle of his getting, 
which he had gotten in Padanaram, for to go to Isaac his father in the land of Canaan. 

19 And Laban went to shear his sheep: and Rachel had stolen the images that were her father's. 

     Jacob knew it was God’s will to leave and travel back to the promised land of his fathers. His 
wives were in agreement and he immediately set in motion the plans to return home. Laban had 
taken a personal interest in the sheep ever since he entered into the business deal with Jacob.  

     The irony of this is that while he is all focused on his business, the one responsible for the success 
of his business is packing up and leaving. Laban was more interested in his sheep than he was the 
one bringing him the blessings of God. 

     In verse 19 we learn that while in the process of leaving, Rachel steals the images that belonged 
to her father Laban. Laban had stolen wages from Jacob, now he was going to be robbed by his own 
daughter.  
 
     The Hebrew word “teraphim” (gods or idols) occurs several times in O.T. These were typically 
small (not always) human figurines about 2-3 inches in length, most of which were female and were 
kept in the house or carried on the body as a charm.  
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     Rachel takes Laban’s idols. 31:19b - Three possibilities as to why:  
 

- Rachel is an idolater who thinks these idols will protect them. 
- Rachel has key items that entitle her to her father’s inheritance.  
- Rachel may use these for negotiation if they get caught. 

 
Genesis 31:20-21 

20 And Jacob stole away unawares to Laban the Syrian, in that he told him not that he fled. 

21 So he fled with all that he had; and he rose up, and passed over the river, and set his face toward the 
mount Gilead. 

     Jacob doesn’t rob Laban of a thing, and he is unaware that Rachel had taken these idols. Jacob had 
however, deceived Laban in the sense he had slipped away with the entire house and flocks without 
Laban’s knowledge. 

     Jacob does this because of the fear he had at what Laban might do. But Jacob is able to slip away, 
pass over the river Euphrates into the hill country of Gilead which is the area east of the Jordan 
River some 300 miles away from Laban’s house. 

 


