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YOUR freedman, whom you lately mentioned to me with displeasure, has been with me, and threw 
himself at my feet with as much submission as he could have fallen at yours. He earnestly requested 
me with many tears, and even with all the eloquence of silent sorrow, to intercede for him; in short, he 
convinced me by his whole behaviour that he sincerely repents of his fault. I am persuaded he is 
thoroughly reformed, because he seems deeply sensible of his guilt. I know you are angry with him, and 
I know, too, it is not without reason; but clemency can never exert itself more laudably than when 
there is the most cause for resentment. You once had an affection for this man, and, I hope, will have 
again; meanwhile, let me only prevail with you to pardon him. If he should incur your displeasure 
hereafter, you will have so much the stronger plea in excuse for your anger as you shew yourself more 
merciful to him now. Concede something to his youth, to his tears, and to your own natural mildness 
of temper: do not make him uneasy any longer, and I will add, too, do not make yourself so; for a man 
of your kindness of heart cannot be angry without feeling great uneasiness. I am afraid, were I to join 
my entreaties with his, I should seem rather to compel than request you to forgive him. Yet I will not 
scruple even to write mine with his; and in so much the stronger terms as I have very sharply and 
severely reproved him, positively threatening never to interpose again in his behalf. But though it was 
proper to say this to him, in order to make him more fearful of offending, I do not say so to you. I may 
perhaps, again have occasion to entreat you upon his account, and again obtain your forgiveness; 
supposing, I mean, his fault should be such as may become me to intercede for, and you to pardon. 
Farewell. 

Pliny the Younger to Sabinainus 



Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To Philemon our beloved fellow worker and Apphia 
our sister and Archippus our fellow soldier, and the church in your house: Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I thank my God always when I remember you in my prayers, because I hear of your love and of the faith that 
you have toward the Lord Jesus and for all the saints, and I pray that the sharing of your faith may become 
effective for the full knowledge of every good thing that is in us for the sake of Christ. For I have derived much 
joy and comfort from your love, my brother, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you. 

Accordingly, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do what is required, yet for love's sake I 
prefer to appeal to you—I, Paul, an old man and now a prisoner also for Christ Jesus—I appeal to you for my child, 
Onesimus, whose father I became in my imprisonment. (Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed 
useful to you and to me.) I am sending him back to you, sending my very heart. I would have been glad to keep 
him with me, in order that he might serve me on your behalf during my imprisonment for the gospel, but I 
preferred to do nothing without your consent in order that your goodness might not be by compulsion but of your 
own accord. For this perhaps is why he was parted from you for a while, that you might have him back forever, no 
longer as a bondservant but more than a bondservant, as a beloved brother—especially to me, but how much 
more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 

So if you consider me your partner, receive him as you would receive me. If he has wronged you at all, or owes 
you anything, charge that to my account. I, Paul, write this with my own hand: I will repay it—to say nothing of 
your owing me even your own self. Yes, brother, I want some benefit from you in the Lord. Refresh my heart in 
Christ. 

Confident of your obedience, I write to you, knowing that you will do even more than I say. At the same time, 
prepare a guest room for me, for I am hoping that through your prayers I will be graciously given to you. 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.

Paul of Tarsus to Onesimus 
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Being the Family of God

• No Drive-Thru Christians 
• Fellowship is an essential part of our 

Christian Faith. 
• Our faith should radically change the way 

we relate to one another. (Philippians 2)




