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KJV – Revelation 3:14-22 

 

“The Revelation of Jesus Christ – Lesson-11” 

Introduction: 
 
     The great city of Laodicea was located some 35 to 40 miles southeast of the city of Philadelphia. 
Today this city is named “Goncali,” but during the era of the first and second century church it was 
known as Laodicea. The city which is the last listed in the seven churches was located about 10 to 
15 miles north of Colosse and about 6 to 7 miles south of Hieraplois.  
 

 
 
     This is the last church that we will cover on our journey through Revelation as we look at the 
things which are now. The city of Laodicea was located in the Lycus River Valley. Laodicea became 
the wealthiest, most important commercial center in the entire region of the day. It was primarily 
known for three major industries: banking, wool and medicine (notably its eye salve). An 
inadequate local water supply for the city was the cause for it to build an underground aqueduct 
system to supply the city with water. All three of its major industries, as well as the inadequate 
water supply, played a major part in this letter.   
 
     The church in Laodicea began through the ministry of Epaphras, while the Apostle Paul was 
ministering at Ephesus even though Paul himself actually never visited Laodicea. “As ye also learned 
of Epaphras our dear fellowservant, who is for you a faithful minister of Christ; Who also declared 
unto us your love in the Spirit” (Colossians 1:7-8). 
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     Looking at this church in the panoramic view of the church age throughout history, we see that 
the Church of Laodicea represents our current church are. There are times when you can have 
everything and not really have anything.  
 
     This church here at Laodicea represents the period of the apostate church, roughly from about 
A.D. 1900 to the present time. They said they had it all, they thought that they were rich and well 
off. But the church was wretched, miserable, poor, blind and naked.  
 
Laodicea comes from a combination of two words: “Laos” which means people and the word 
“dikao” which means rule. The actual meaning of this word combination summing up into Laodicea 
means “the people rule” or some have suggested “the power of the laity.”  
 

 
 
II Timothy 3:1-7 

1 This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. 

2 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to 
parents, unthankful, unholy, 

3 Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that 
are good, 

4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; 

5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. 

6 For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women laden with sins, led 
away with divers lusts, 

7 Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. 
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II Timothy 4:1-5 

1 I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead 
at his appearing and his kingdom; 

2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long suffering 
and doctrine. 

3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they 
heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 

4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. 

5 But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy 
ministry. 

     Apparently what was occurring here in this church was the people were ruling over the Word of 
God, the people were leading this church into a spiritual state of bankruptcy. This can be applied to 
our current church age as well.  
 
Revelation 3:14-22 

14 And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen, the faithful 
and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God; 

15 I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. 

16 So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth. 

17 Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not 
that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked: 

18 I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that 
thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes 
with eyesalve, that thou mayest see. 

19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent. 

20 Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to 
him, and will sup with him, and he with me. 

21 To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set 
down with my Father in his throne. 

22 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. 
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     Laodicea is the worst church of all of the seven churches. The LORD Jesus tells them here in this 
letter that this church needs the Word of God. This is the exact same thing that Paul commands in 
Colossians. 
 
Colossians 4:16 
 
16 And when this epistle is read among you, cause that it be read also in the church of the Laodiceans; 
and that ye likewise read the epistle from Laodicea. 
 
     It does not matter how spiritually bankrupt or carnal the church or people may be, they need the 
written Word of God. Do not ever forget this. Churches do not need entertainment, seminars, films, 
bands, concerts or coffee shops, but what they do need is solid systematic instruction from the 
written Word of God. That is why the book of Revelation opens by saying blessed are they who 
read, who hear and who heed what is written. A church is not to be built on a pastor, a preacher, a 
choir, or a program. But His Church is to be built on a Person and that Person is the LORD Jesus 
Christ and His blessed Holy Word. 
 
Revelation 3:14 

14 And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen, the faithful 
and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God; 

     The LORD Jesus Christ identifies Himself to this church with this threefold testimony in His 
personal description.  

1. Jesus Christ is the Amen: The Greek word for Amen is Truth. The Christ is the specific 
Person who reveals solemn, factual, sovereign truth. Always, His truth never changes 
because He Himself is Truth. He is the Amen, the Truth. The Apostle Paul even points this 
out in Second Corinthians; “For all the promises of God in Him are yea, and in Him Amen, unto 
the glory of God by us” (II Corinthians 1:20). 

2. Jesus Christ is the faithful and true witness: This is the exact opposite of what the general 
church population of Laodicea was. The people of the church here at Laodicea were phonies. 
He in the very first statement of this letter, in His own description is laying down the law 
here to these folks and it is wise to take His words seriously. 

3. Jesus Christ is the beginning of the creation of God: The grammatical stress of this phrase 
means Jesus Christ began creation. In other words, He is God, the Creator. It is interesting to 
note that in Paul’s letter to the Colossians which was just a few miles from Laodicea, he too 
emphasized that Jesus Christ is the God Creator of everything (Colossians 1:13-17). 
Apparently the Deity of Jesus Christ was under attack in this vicinity and Jesus Christ 
specifically reinforces His Deity as God and Creator. 

Revelation 3:15-16 

15 I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. 

16 So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth. 

     Laodicea was an inland city. The nearest water source was approximately six miles to the south. 
A six mile aqueduct system was constructed that brought water into the city. The problem in  
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Laodicea was the water. If water was drawn from the cold springs in the mountains, but the time 
the water reached the city, it had warmed. If water were drawn from the hot springs of Hieropolis, 
by the time in reached the city, it had cooled. Even though this city was extremely wealthy, it did 
have a literal problem with lukewarm water. 

     A visitor to this city who was unaccustomed to this lukewarm water brought up from this 
underground aqueduct system would find absolutely no use for this lukewarm water. We they 
would drink of this useless lukewarm water they immediately spat it out. Just as the LORD stated 
He would do, for He found no use for it or them.  This church at Laodicea was neither cold nor hot. 
They were filled with members who were lukewarm; hypocrites, professing to know Christ but they 
did not truly belong to Him. They might have known of Him, but they did not know Him.  

Matthew 7:21-23 

21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that 
doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 

22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name 
have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 

23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. 

     Lukewarm here in this passage as well, and just like the dirty, lukewarm water of Laodicea and 
her members playing church; these self-deceived hypocrites sickened Christ to the point where He 
said He will vomit them out of His mouth; I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. 

Revelation 3:17-18 

17 Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not 
that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked: 

18 I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that 
thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes 
with eyesalve, that thou mayest see. 

     Jesus Christ knew what these Laodiceans were saying about themselves. The Greek verb “saying” 
is present tense, which means these were things these church people were continually and 
habitually saying. People who are not actually right with God can talk a good game and make it 
sound like they are right with God and are being blessed by God. There are three things the people 
of this Laodicean church were continually saying: They were rich, increased with goods and have 
need of nothing. They were constantly talking about their wealth and what they had accumulated 
by what they did. Christ say unto them to paraphrase it: “you poor, wretched, blind fools you are 
miserable and naked and do not even know it.” 
 
     The LORD Jesus gives three pieces of spiritual advice here to the dead, miserable, wretched 
people within this local body at the church of Laodicea. All three of these related to their 
counterparts of the three major industries that made these people think they were well off yet 
without genuine salvation. 
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1. To buy of Him gold; Gold that was refined in the fire indicating a need for pure faith in Him 
and Him alone.  
 

2. White raiment to be clothed; but the blackened wool from their rich industry but the only 
thing that can cover their sinful condition was the White raiment of “THE LORD OUR 
RIGHTEOUSNESS” (Jeremiah 23:6). 

 
3. Anoint their eyes with eyesalve, that they may see; He is suggesting here that their eyes 

must be opened by the quickening work of the Holy Spirit in the new birth. They must heed 
to their own need for salvation and yield to the convicting power of the Holy Spirit with 
total faith in Jesus Christ that resulted in repentance and obedience unto Him. 

 
Revelation 3:19 

19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent. 

     There was a small remnant here that belonged to the LORD. Those were the ones that were truly 
feeling the chastening rod of God that would led to repentance. The fact is; He chastens those that 
are His, He will chasten those that He loves. 

Proverbs 3:11-12 

11 My son, despise not the chastening of the LORD; neither be weary of his correction: 

12 For whom the LORD loveth he correcteth; even as a father the son in whom he delighteth. 

Hebrews 12:6-8 

6 For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. 

7 If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father 
chasteneth not? 

8 But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons. 

     Now we come to the end of our journey. About a 220 mile loop from Ephesus all the way around 
through the seven churches of Asia Minor to the church of Laodicea.  

Revelation 1:13 the LORD Jesus Christ is standing in the midst of the seven golden lamp stands 
which are the seven churches.  

Revelation 2:1 the LORD Jesus Christ is walking in the midst of the seven golden lamp stands. 

Revelation 3:20-21 

20 Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to 
him, and will sup with him, and he with me. 



7 
 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ – Lesson-11    Princess Chapel Church 

21 To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set 
down with my Father in his throne. 

     By the end of chapter three He is no longer standing or walking in the midst of these churches 
but He is knocking at the door. The common misinterpretation of this passage is to use it as an offer 
for salvation for the lost, unregenerate man. Yet we must let Scripture interpret Scripture.  

     This is not Christ knocking on a person’s heart for salvation, the context of this passage demands 
that Christ was seeking to enter this church that bore His name which He had bought and paid for 
with His own blood.  

Revelation 3:22 

22 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. 

     Who is He talking to, His church, those He bought, those He loves. Those that will one day 
overcome and He will grant to sit with Him in His throne. Those over comers are those born of God, 
and taught of God as the Scriptures teach us.  
 
     It is sad to say, but this is the current church age of our time; and it ends with us folks. Our 
generation could be the last because the return of the LORD for His Church is imminent. “He that 
hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.” This term is repeated exactly seven 
times in two chapters, once to each of these churches because this letter was to His and for His over 
comers. This is His message of grace and longsuffering because of who He is, our Sovereign, Holy, 
Love, the LORD Christ Jesus. 
 
 
 


