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I Will Be Their God and They Will Be My People 

Genesis 17:8 

 
INTRO: 
 
 We will take a trip tonight down the lane of Biblical revelation to trace one concept that 
speaks of our God’s purpose for us. We want to discover how God wants to be our God and He 
wants us to be His people. 
 
I. God’s Plan for His People (Genesis 17:8) 
 
Genesis 17:8    “Also I give to you and your descendants after you the land in 

which you are a stranger, all the land of Canaan, as an everlasting possession; 

and I will be their God.”  

 

A. If we had come through the front door to this verse we would have listened as the LORD 

explained what He was going to do in Abraham’s life. God established a covenant with 

Abraham and with his children. Abraham’s name is changed and a nation is promised to 

him. All of this was so God could be their God and they could be His people. 

 

B. What did the family of Abraham do with this promise? Some obeyed. Some at times 
despised this promise (witness the spotted career of Jacob, Israel the grandson through 
whom the nation would come). 
 

II. The Promise put into High Gear (Exodus 6:7) 
 
Exodus 6:7    “I will take you as My people, and I will be your God. Then you shall 
know that I am the LORD your God who brings you out from under the burdens of 
the Egyptians.”  

 
A. We have fast forwarded to the end of the four centuries of Israel’s bondage to Egypt. 
Moses came to Pharaoh and delivered God’s message. Pharaoh said, he did not know any 
Yahweh and would not let Israel, his free labor, leave. God is not surprised. When Moses 
prays Yahweh explains what was going to happen. 
 
B. Moses, Israel, and Pharaoh are all going to learn Yahweh is God. The LORD gives four 
promises the Jewish people repeat as the four cups of the Passover. The greatest promise is 
in verse 7. “I will take you as My people, and I will be your God.”  The great nation 
will begin and God will reign as King in Israel. 
 
C. God kept His word and brought Israel through the wilderness and into the Land of 
Promise. He gave them a Tabernacle to serve as a tent of meeting where they could worship 
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the living God. And where God could live among His people and be their God. What did 
Israel do? They continually doubted God and rebelled against Him. 
 
B. When Joshua died, the judges began to reign. However, Israel refused to admit that God 
was king in Israel. Finally, they took the first step toward rejecting God as their king by 
demanding their own king. Their kings ultimately led them away from God and into idolatry 
as God told them it would. 
 

III. God’s Plan for His People in the New Testament (Jeremiah 31:33) 
 

A. Although God was faithful in being their God, God’s covenant people did not remain 
faithful in being His people. They were stiff-necked and stubborn. They refused to trust. 
They refused to obey. Was God surprised? No, He always had His remnant and He always 
planned for a full bloomed fulfillment to this promise. 
 
B. The Old Testament Promise of this is the New Covenant first described by Jeremiah in 
Jeremiah 31. 

vs. 31-33    “Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah—not according to 
the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the 
hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, 
though I was a husband to them, says the LORD. But this is the covenant that I 
will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put My 
law in their minds, and write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they 
shall be My people.” 

 
C. This covenant would be initiated by the Lord Jesus dying on the cross. He came to die 
that He might establish “a new covenant in my blood” (1 Corinthians 11:25). 
Because God condemned our sin in His flesh and imputed His righteousness to us, we can 
now walk as the special people of God. The writer of Hebrews quotes Jeremiah 31:31-33 to 
make this same point.  

Hebrews 8:10    “For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel 
after those days, says the LORD: I will put My laws in their mind and write them 
on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.”  

We are better able to be His people and acknowledge His faithfulness as our God because, 
God the Holy Spirit lives in us to help us change from the inside out.  
 

IV. The Culmination of the Promise (Revelation 21:1-3) 
 

A. The culmination of the promise is found in the second to the last chapter in the 
Revelation.  

Revelation 21:1-3    “Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first 
heaven and the first earth had passed away. Also there was no more sea. Then I, 
John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from 
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heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell 
with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be 
their God.”  

 
B. The ultimate expression of what it means for us to be His people and God to be our God 
will happen when all sin is done away with, all sinners are judged, Satan, the beast and the 
false prophet are cast into the bottomless pit. When sin is gone, glory has finally come. 
Then shall heaven be fully realized. 
 
C. Let’s look closely at the announcement from the throne. First, the great voice said, “Look 
at this! Look! The dwelling place of God, His glory and His presence is with His people.” The 
voice repeats it a second time. “He will dwell with them.” God will dwell with us. Then, 
the voice adds, “and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and 
be their God.” This is the fulfillment of all that the prophets had promised to God’s 
people. Ezekiel wrote  

Ezekiel 37:27    “My tabernacle also shall be with them; indeed I will be their God, 
and they shall be My people.”  

What does this mean? I am not sure, but whatever else it means, it will be what makes 
heaven, heaven. 
 
What does all this mean to us? Is the Lord our God, our God and are you one of His people. 
First, have we by faith trusted Christ for our salvation? Second, are we working at loving 
Him supremely? Are we serving Him because of our Love? Do we want to obey Him? Is the 
most important thing in our hearts to please Him? 
 
Someday the Lord Jesus will appear, and as John told us, we will be like Him because we will 
see Him as He is. Are we looking forward to the time we can love God completely, and 
glorify Him forever? Are you looking forward to the day when  

“He will dwell with [us], and [we] shall be His people. God Himself will be with 
[us] and be [our] God?”  

 

Hymn# 240 When He Shall Come 


