
Next Step Questions for a New Year 

Selected Passages 

Happy New Year, everyone.  How many of you are excited or at least looking forward to what may transpire in 

2015?   

How many of you have at least thought about or considered what you are looking to God for in the coming 

year?  Anything you want to accomplish or try?  Last year in January I retaught the principles of “Stewardship 

by God’s Design” and one of the points of emphasis was seizing divine opportunity. 

We were considering that mainly in terms of opportunities in the area of earning and such.  But the 

opportunities that God gives His children are far broader than just financial. 

I have shared a bit about this before, but our family kind of developed a sacred practice of looking back over 

last year’s hopes and prayer goals and celebrating what God has helped us accomplish or how God has 

intervened in some way; as well as identify what we need His help on in the coming year. 

This sacred practice has helped all of us, and now some new family members, to live with the expectation that 

things should be different and in many ways better at the end of the coming year.  After all, we’re all working 

on things, praying about various desires and burdens.  Why shouldn’t progress be made after a year of effort 

and prayer, right? 

A college student expects to have more hours under their belt or perhaps graduate.  The same with a high school 

student.  If you are employed, one would expect to have more saved up or less debt or something paid for. 

Last year as our family looked forward to 2014, we had ahead of us two graduations, a wedding, a house to 

rehab and get ready to sell or rent, a son to send off to the Air Force, as well as some things we couldn’t see 

coming.  But things are definitely different from a year ago.   

Now it’s time to look ahead again.  It’s exciting to think about.  Today I want to help you to think about what’s 

next?  I’m going to focus on “Next Steps” in your spiritual development.  But you can do the same thing on 

your own in other areas what we’re going to do now. 

If you never look more than a week into the future you will likely live years without accomplishing much.  But 

you tend to accomplish more in a given week when you identify some things that may take a year or more to 

reach. 

What I’m going to do is provide you with some questions and some scripture passages which prod us to 

progress from where we are toward greater spiritual maturity and kingdom impact.  We’re going to start with a 

scripture passage from the book of Hebrews. 

Turn in your bibles to Hebrews 5.  Hebrews is a book about the superiority of Christ over all things.  It’s 

thirteen chapters of teaching about the person and work of Jesus Christ.  At one point the author laments that his 

readers may not be able to take in what he is hoping to get across to them.  Their growth and spiritual 

development has stalled.  I want you to consider seriously this comment.  Here we go…. 

Hebrews 5:11-14 concerning him we have much to say, and it is hard to explain, since you have become dull of 

hearing. 12For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the 

elementary principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food. 13For 

everyone who partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. 14But 

solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil. (NASB)   

  



A few brief comments and we’ll dive in to the growth questions I have for you.   

1. We Christians can become weary or impervious or callous to the spiritual nourishment that God wants to 

provide us.  “Dull of hearing” is kind of like instead of water sinking in and absorbing it just rolls off.  

You can hear truth and instruction, but not really hear it with receptive soil. 

2. Christians who have become dull of hearing stall out.  The author says his readers should be teachers 

and mentors but they aren’t ready.   

3. Christians like you and me can become content with just being baby Christians.  I am good with just 

sucking the bottle.  Don’t ask me to have to actually study, think too hard or work at my growth.  Just let 

me sing “Jesus loves me this I know” and pray “Now I lay me down to sleep” or “Thank you God for 

this food, amen”.   

 

What do you suppose happens when baby Christians go through deep suffering of soul or some kind of 

tragedy or trial that shakes them to the very core?  They fold.  That’s what.  They fold. 

 

How do you suppose such a Christian responds to divine opportunity which requires great courage and 

great faith to take God up on?  They tell God no, that’s not for me.  And they miss out and so do others. 

 

This kind of contentment is, to me, the greater tragedy.   

So let me ask you, do you want to be the same person in the same situation a year from now?  Or do you want 

to position yourself for great progress in any and every area of your life?  We’ll consider the following prodding 

questions: 

Next Step Question #1: Is there anything that needs to go?  

Turn in your bibles forward from Hebrews to 1 Peter.  The Apostle Peter is teaching about living godly lives 

considering the cost or price of our salvation being the precious blood of Jesus.  He bought us to change us.  His 

intent is to conform us to his likeness.  Check this out. 

1 Peter 2:1-3 Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind. 

2Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, 3now that you 

have tasted that the Lord is good. (NIV)   

This is one of those passages that teaches followers of Jesus that there is an expectation of transformation.  God 

didn’t save us to leave us like we were, but to change us into Godly men and women and boys and girls. 

Think of it this way as many of you are parents.  You see stuff in your kids that you want to school them out of 

them, right?  They are born selfish and we want to teach them to share.  We want to see them be gentle with 

their younger and more vulnerable siblings.  But if we do nothing that first time they learn they have the 

strength to knock their younger brother over or jerk what they want out of their hand, what kind of person might 

they become? 

Many a time I’ve had to stick up for the younger weaker children because by nature we are mean selfish little 

cusses that need to be schooled. 

But I want you to notice in this verse whose responsibility it is to get rid of what has no place. 

Rid yourselves of this, that and the other, Peter says. 

Now other passages tell us that we’re not on our own in this.  God’s word helps us.  God’s people help us.  The 

Holy Spirit is there to help us.  But we have to take the initiative to identify what needs to go and be gone. 



So how about you?  What needs to go or diminish in the next year?  For Jesus to increase, what must decrease 

or outright be gone?  This is called repentance.  Identifying them, writing them down and acknowledging them 

to the Lord is the first step, and then taking steps to address them is next.  More on that in a minute. 

By the way, you’re going to want to keep this outline and fill it out, ok?  

 

Next Step Question #2: Is there anything that needs to grow?  

Skip over now to the next book in your bible.  Peters 2nd epistle.   

2 Peter 1:3-9 His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who 

called us by his own glory and goodness. Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that 

through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.  

5For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 6and to 

knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 7and to godliness, brotherly 

kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love. 8For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you 

from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. (NIV)   

We’re not going into detail with this passage of scripture.  What I want you to see is the straight up instruction 

from the bible for the Christian to focus on character development.  Growth.  Notice verse 8 “possess these 

qualities in increasing measure.” 

We don’t have all the faith we’re ever going to need or all the perseverance we’re ever going to need when we 

become a Christian.  We receive everything we need to develop these qualities. 

I like to say it this way, “I’m not who I once was, and I’m not yet all I’m going to be.”   

I would encourage you to identify one of those qualities for 2015 to focus on.  Put it to prayer. Find bible verses 

to meditate on or memorize on it.  Or identify bible stories that reinforce and inspire you in that area. 

Read a book or two.  A biography and perhaps a Christian non-fiction book on it.   

For example, let’s say you’re going to focus on the quality of goodness.  Identify bible verses on moral purity, 

honesty and good works.  Read a biography on some of the great saints known for the good they brought into 

the world: Mother Theresa or George Mueller. 

Identify something in the community you want to help with or a person you want to help expecting nothing in 

return.  Dream up your own plan. 

 

Next Step Question #3 Is there anything that you need to learn?  

Psalm 86:11 Teach me your way, O LORD, and I will walk in your truth; give me an undivided heart, that I 

may fear your name. 

Is there some area of your life where your suffering or that is revealing ignorance?  Finances, marriage, 

parenting, etc.   

Is there some area at work that you are ineffective in and needs some training?   

Can you say that your knowledge of God and your wisdom from God is growing year by year?  



If you are a follower of Christ, you are His disciple.  A disciple is a learner or student of Jesus.  One who is 

sitting at the feet of his/her rabbi so to speak.  Jesus is our rabbi.  And there is much to learn.  And He has gifted 

teachers who speak and write.   

There are classes you can take to learn the ways of the Lord.     

 

Next Step Question #4: Is there any water you need to walk on? 

Of course many of you realize I’m making a play here off Jesus’ miracle of walking on the water.  In Matthew 

14 we find the story.  Turn there if you like.  The book of Matthew demonstrates identity of Jesus Christ as both 

King of a new kingdom - the kingdom of God or otherwise referred to as the kingdom of heaven.  His power 

and dominion transcends any power of this earthly kingdom and He demonstrated this power for the sake of His 

disciples in order to help them comprehend who He was.   

Anyway let’s read beginning in v. 22 

Matt 14:22 Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the other side, 

while he dismissed the crowd. 23 After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray. 

When evening came, he was there alone, 24 but the boat was already a considerable distance from land, 

buffeted by the waves because the wind was against it. 25 During the fourth watch of the night Jesus went out to 

them, walking on the lake. 26 When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. "It's a ghost," 

they said, and cried out in fear. 27 But Jesus immediately said to them: "Take courage! It is I. Don't be afraid." 

28 "Lord, if it's you," Peter replied, "tell me to come to you on the water." 29 "Come," he said. Then Peter got 

down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he saw the wind, he was afraid 

and, beginning to sink, cried out, "Lord, save me!" 31 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. 

"You of little faith," he said, "why did you doubt?" 32 And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. 

33 Then those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, "Truly you are the Son of God." 

While the primary point of this passage is to realize that Jesus is the Son of God and His power is supernatural, 

that is beyond the powers of this world.  This story secondarily indicates that the things we, as disciples of the 

kingdom, can accomplish in service to Him are also extraordinary and can draw upon His supernatural power. 

This is not to say that I’m indicating that if you’re a disciple of Jesus you have the authority to go around 

performing supernatural powers, signs and wonders.  But God does call us to join Him in endeavors which 

require much more than our ability.  And we are not to even think that He merely wants us to do what is within 

our power and ability, but to be willing to step out in faith and dependence to serve Him in ways that in order to 

succeed will require His divine intervention and supernatural activity. 

Having said this, is there any water you need to walk on?  Has God been moving you towards something and 

you are looking at the water and the waves instead of Him?  If you have ever stepped out into a vision from God 

you know what I’m talking about. 

I’m thinking of things like this.  The group of people who started Brown Bag ministry.  Ward Utterback 

beginning Welcoming Touch ministries.  Dan Farber and his crew starting up Celebrate Recovery.  Katie Fast 

and her friends with MOPS.  All these are small little movements, that in order to happen require people who 

have overcome fear, depend upon God, roll up their sleeves and commit themselves just like Peter did. 

Once Peter was out of the boat he was committed.  And it’s easy to take our eyes of Christ and think we’re 

doing something, and that’s when we sink.   



Perhaps you have been reticent to ever stand up before the body of Christ and give a testimony.  Maybe it’s time 

to walk on water.   

Perhaps you have been non-committal on starting a bible study or leading a small group.  Maybe it’s time to 

walk on water. 

Have you be hesitant to commit to joining a small group because you’re afraid you won’t be able to stick with 

it? 

Perhaps you want to begin to intentionally build a relationship with someone with the aim of sharing with them 

about Jesus.  Maybe it’s time to step out of the boat of your relative safety and commit to something that is 

going to require faith, hard work, infringe upon your freedoms, and maybe involve some risk. 

When you get to heaven someday are you going to be glad you didn’t, or glad you did? 

There is nothing that grows your faith like doing something scary and above your head. 

Conclusion:   

So what are a couple of your next steps?  Here are some examples: 

 Find a local Congregation to grow and worship with 

 Commit to a local church to grow with 

 Go public with your faith in Christ through baptism 

 Contribute to the mission of a local congregation 

 Take a class/Join a small group/ministry 

 Begin a Bible reading plan 

 Start or Restart a devotional plan 

 Step up in your practice of Tithes and offerings 

 Start a prayer journal to keep track of things you want to pray for until they are answered. 

 Take your first mission trip or sacrifice for someone else to go 

 Take on a leadership role 

 Begin Mentoring someone else 
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Hebrews 5:11-14 

 

Question #1:  Is there anything that needs to _____________________? 

 

Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy and slander of every kind.  2Like newborn babies, crave 

pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, 3now that you have tasted that the Lord is good.  1 Peter 

2:1-3 (NIV) 

 

1. __________________________________________________________ 

2. __________________________________________________________ 

3. __________________________________________________________  

4. __________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Question #2:  Is there anything that needs to _____________________? 

 

1 Peter 1:3-9 

 

For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your 

knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  1 Peter 1:8 (NIV)  

 

1. __________________________________________________________ 

2. __________________________________________________________ 

3. __________________________________________________________  

4. __________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Question #3:  Is there anything that you need to __________________? 

Teach me your way, O LORD, and I will walk in your truth; give me an undivided heart, that I may fear your name. Psalm 

86:11(NIV) 

 

1. __________________________________________________________ 

2. __________________________________________________________ 

3. __________________________________________________________  

4. __________________________________________________________ 



 

Question #4:  Is there any ___________________ you need to walk on? 

Matthew 14:22-33 

 

1. __________________________________________________________ 

2. __________________________________________________________ 

3. __________________________________________________________  

4. __________________________________________________________ 

 

Next Step Examples:  

 Find a local congregation to grow and worship with  

 Commit to a local church to grow with  

 Go public with your faith in Christ through baptism  

 Contribute to the mission of a local congregation  

 Take a class/Join a small group or ministry  

 Begin a Bible reading plan  

 Start or restart a devotional plan  

 Step up your practice of tithes and offerings  

 Start a prayer journal to keep track of things you want to pray for until they are answered 

 Take your first mission trip or sacrifice for someone else to go  

 Take on a leadership role  

 Begin mentoring someone else  

 


