
Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement) 
Leviticus 16 

 
Estranged and unclean … 
 
I. Atonement for Sin 
 A. In the Presence of God  
 B. A Sinful Priest 
 C. Inside the Veil 
  1. Beasts 
  2. Blood  
  3. Incense 
 D. Before the Mercy Seat 
 E. Outside the Camp 
 F. Once a Year 
 
II. Finalized 
 A. Our Holy Priest  
 B. The Acceptable Sacrifice 
 C. On our Behalf 
 D. Once for All 
 
III. At the Mercy Seat 
 A. In the Presence of God 
 B. The Likes of Us 
 C. Washed by the blood of Jesus. 
 D. Wholly Accepted 
 
… forever near and dear. 
 
Next time: Christ offered once for sin … to appear a second time … 
  
Children, Listen … 
1. What did the priest have to do before he could go into the holy of holies? 
2. What did he have to do with the beasts to offer them? 
3. What did he do with the blood of the bull, ram, and goat? 
 Bonus: What happened to the “scapegoat”? 
4. Could all that was done really take away sin? How often did all this have to 
happen? 
5. Who was the perfect priest and perfect sacrifice that really did take away the 
sins of His people? 
 

Final Atonement 
Yom Kippur is the holiest day of the Jewish year, and when you read Old 
Testament texts explaining it you can easily see why. The whole event speaks to 
the necessity of reconciled a sinful people to a holy God. This Day of Atonement 
served as an annual sign that sins are forgiven by a mediator (priest) – blood 
(the beasts) – and would be acceptable in the presence of God (the holy of 
holies). Sacred as the High Holy Day was, it was only a shadow of what was to 
come. Full atonement could only be made and would indeed be made only by 
Jesus the perfect High Priest and the only sacrifice acceptable in the presence of 
the Holy God. His atonement for our sin accomplished it all for us and in Him we 
have been reconciled to God and bow we have full access to Him as we draw 
near to Him day after day. What great comfort the Christian has in knowing we 
can stand in the presence of God in Christ and not be consumed by terror and 
destroyed by wrath. It is all because of what Jesus has done. What a dreadful 
thing it is to live in the presence of Almighty God without the cover of Christ. 
Sinner, if you have not trusted in Jesus to take away your sins – would you let 
another day go by in the face of His just wrath – do you think you have another 
year to toy with the offer of the Gospel? May God grant you the illumination of 
the Holy Spirit to see your desperate need, to see the Savior Jesus as your only 
hope, and compel you to flee to him for mercy while mercy may still be found.  
 
 


