
FAITH’S EXPECTATION 

Introduction 

The Bible teaches God’s people to expect certain things. That became very obvious when Jesus 

spoke to his disciples about what they would experience after his departure (John 14). He promised 

to be with them in a very personal and intimate way.  

He promised ‘another Helper’ – One who would be to them all that he had been (verses 15-17). In 

their dismay at his departure he promised that he would still love them – more, that he would make 

himself known to them (verses 18-21). And the most touching assurance of all – he and the Father 

would make their home with each one of them (verses 22-23).  

The way he expressed those commitments shows that he was not making them to the disciples 

alone; he was making them to all who would follow him, though he did impose one condition – that 

they would keep his word.  

Those promises were about more than his post-resurrection appearances. Those things would 

continue after his ascension to heaven.  

That poses a question for us. Do we expect Jesus to appear to us when we read and hear the 

scriptures? Or when our prayers are answered? Are we familiar with God – has he made his home 

with us? That is Christian experience. The Bible is God speaking, but we should expect Jesus to make 

himself known to us at times. God is present everywhere, but we should expect to be aware of him 

in our lives. 

What Jesus promises 

What Jesus promises is nothing less than the divine presence – for he is God as well as man. This 

takes place through the Holy Spirit whom Jesus sends. He is the ‘other Helper’, and as God he is 

identical with the Lord Jesus. Jesus also promised that ‘he will glorify me, for he will take of what is 

mine and show it to you’ (John 16:14). The Spirit does not show us himself, he shows us Jesus. We 

do not ‘get to know’ the Spirit; we get to know Jesus the Mediator.  

This is more than intellectual knowledge, for Jesus says ‘in that day you shall know that I am in the 

Father …’ They already knew about such things, but Jesus is saying they would also know them in 

experience. It is like the difference between learning in a classroom and putting the lessons into 

practice on the job.  

There are two common mistakes. One is to stop at academic knowledge; the other is to think that 

only experience matters. The first results in a lack of experience. The other results in being unable to 

understand our experience – and that diminishes it greatly. The reason is that what Jesus promises is 

relationship – with him and with the Father through the Holy Spirit. And relationship is a blend of 

experience and ‘knowing about’.  

We should beware of settling for understanding Jesus only a little. And we should beware of the 

temptation to stop at intellectual knowledge without relating to him.  

Jesus promises that both he and the Father will love those who love him. That may puzzle us, for 

surely Jesus already loves us otherwise we would not have become his followers. Yes, he does; but it 

is another matter for him to express that love, or for us to experience it. The difference comes in the 

condition Jesus imposes, ‘He who has my commandments and keeps them …’  



He also says, ‘I will manifest myself to him’. His followers will ‘see’ him, not with their eyes but in 

their mind and heart. They are like the two disciples who met him on the road to Emmaus; they did 

not realise who was teaching them but they saw Christ in the scriptures and their heart burned.  

Sometimes they have a sense of his presence. That may be when they are reading the Bible and it 

speaks to them in a personal way. It may be when the Bible is preached and it is obvious God is 

speaking. It may be in the sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s Supper when they get a fresh 

glimpse of what he has done for them.  

Sometimes they see his work unfolding. They see him drawing sinners to himself and changing them; 

or they see the wicked judged as the Bible predicts. They see Satan’s work being undone and the 

church growing (Matthew 16:18). They see his answers to some of their prayers while they wait for 

eternity to reveal the rest.  

They begin to see his purposes. Just as the early disciples learned about the purposes of God (and 

wrote them in their epistles) so we may learn from scripture what God has purposed in Christ. And 

we learn to pray, ‘Come, Lord Jesus’.  

Similarly they learn his will for their lives. They see the main principles Jesus has given us for 

ordering our lives. As we walk close to him we find he is teaching us which way to take when choices 

present themselves.  

When trouble comes, or when they rejoice in God, they realise that he experienced the same things. 

Then they know how he felt. He has made himself known to them.  

When he opens the Bible to them he teaches about God’s love for them. They are thankful to have 

salvation. He sees more – the Father’s great love and his own love for them. He shows them that he 

wants them – it is not just a case of them wanting him to save them. He wants to relate to them 

forever, and that is why he offered himself for their sins and called them to himself.  

As he lets them see more of what he is doing they start to see more of himself. They are like an 

infant who is only conscious of sensations at first, then discovers he can interact with his 

surroundings, and finally learns there is a parent behind all of this. As children grow they become 

better acquainted with the parent, till at last they may have children of their own and understand 

their own parents in a new way. Likewise the child of God may only be aware of spiritual sensations 

at first but gradually grows in grace and in the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ (2 

Peter 3:18).  

Jesus goes on to say that he and the Father will make their home with that person (verses 22-23). 

This suggests permanent residence and familiarity. God being comfortable with us while we grow in 

our knowledge of him. Then we can expect to see him work in us, through us, and around us. This 

suggests a sense of belonging on God’s part, something we would not have thought possible when 

we were conscious only of our sin.  

The condition he gives 

The self-revelation of the Lord Jesus is not something we can take for granted.  

We must be ‘in Christ’ before he can reveal himself to us in this way. In verse 17 he makes that plain 

when he distinguishes between his followers and the world around. This implies repentance toward 

God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. To expect Christ’s blessings while we are his enemies is folly; 

to teach others to expect it is a travesty.  



The condition he gives is to keep his commands. That does not mean keeping them perfectly, for 

that would exclude everyone. It means keeping them as a matter of conscience and habit. If we are 

careless to do what he tells us we cannot expect him to give us privileges. But as long as we are 

careful to do what he says we can ask in confidence for the blessings he has promised. In his First 

Epistle John writes about this (1 John 2:3-6).  

Jesus affirmed the moral aspects of the Law even when he spoke about fulfilling it. He expounded 

those teachings in the gospels, e.g. in the Sermon on the Mount. And he taught it to his apostles in 

the interval between his resurrection and his ascension (Acts 1:3).  

Such carefulness to keep Jesus’ commands reflects love for him. We cannot say we love him if we do 

not do what he tells us. He said, ‘If you love me keep my commands’ (John 14:15). Love is the 

perfecting of our relationship with him. Disobedience suggests a lack of love for him, and it causes 

estrangement.  

The longing we should have 

When we read Jesus’ promise to his people we should be filled with longing that we would 

experience what he has promised.  

It is no more and no less than a love relationship with God and with Christ Jesus.  

Do you want this? How much do you want it?  

Then beware of anything that comes between you and Jesus, or any habit or temptation that leads 

you to disobey him. ‘Keep yourselves from idols’ (1 John 5:17). 

Above all, ask the Spirit to give you love for the Lord Jesus, for this will lead to careful obedience and 

prevent any hindrance of the blessing. Think much about him. Be often at the cross. Seek his face. 

And that love and blessing will come.  


