
Rom. 6:1-7 (WCF 28:1)  “Baptized to Surrender”

For the Children: When two people are fighting, one may eventually call out, “I give up!  I surrender!”  The same 
happens when armies fight against each other.  God’s people are born in sin, fighting against God.  When we believe in 
the Lord Jesus, God ends the fight.  He enables us to surrender.  Our baptism reminds us we have surrendered, for it 
teaches us that those who are united to Jesus have died to sin and now instead live to God.  But sadly, even though we 
have surrendered, we still sometimes raise our fists against Him.  Questions: Why would anyone say we should sin 
more?  How does it affect us that we are joined to the Lord Jesus in His death, burial and resurrection?  What does our 
baptism teach us about being joined to the Lord Jesus?  
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Introduction:

First Point: A Battle on Two Fronts
• What Went Before: In ch. 5, the apostle explained that having Christ as our Head means we are justified by the 

free gift of His grace.  The giving of the Law occasioned an increase in sin.  But this only shows how much 
more God’s grace abounds in dealing with this sin through Christ.  Our text therefore deals with the statement 
that we should sin even more, so grace abounds even more (v. 1)

• The Antinomian Objection: This is a statement one would expect from “Antinomians” who do not like God’s 
Law.  They over-emphasize grace, as if sin does not matter – it’s all forgiven anyway.  See Jude:4

• The Legalistic Objection: Legalists, who over-emphasize law and man’s meritorious works, at the expense of 
grace, also object to Paul’s teaching in Rom. 5.  They want to earn their salvation instead of receiving it as a 
free gift of grace.  They argue that Paul’s teaching on grace will lead to the licentious approach of the 
Antinomian

• A Categorical Denial: Paul rejects both views when he categorically denies that the believer is allowed to sin, 
so as to high-light grace

Second Point: The Significance of Our Union with Christ
• In His Death: Being united to Christ by faith also united us to His work.  We are united to His 

death/crucifixion, as a once-off, decisive thing.  This has a legal effect – we are freed from the guilt and 
condemnation of sin; and it creates an analogy (“likeness”) in our experience, that we then die to sin as its 
power to enslave us is broken.  We cannot have the same relationship to sin as we did before!

• In His Burial: Union with Christ also means union with Him in His burial.  His burial certified and confirmed 
that He was really dead.  He was removed from the land of the living.  So we are buried to the old, sinful life, 
cut off from it due to union with Him

• In His Resurrection: Union with Him also creates a “likeness” to His resurrection.  We are raised to new, 
resurrection life.  We walk in that new life, to God’s glory, rather than in the old way.  This is a far cry from 
sinning more so that grace will abound more!

Third Point: The Significance of Our Baptism
• Concerning the Union: Our baptism teaches and reassures us of these truths.  A pity we don’t let it speak to us 

of these things more!  It signifies and seals the fact that faith brings us into union with Christ.  We are baptized 
“into union with” the Triune Name.  WCF 28:1 puts this in terms of “ingrafting into Christ”

• Concerning the Death and Burial: Baptism therefore signifies and seals the dying and burial unto sin, that 
union with Christ brings about (vss. 3-4).  Baptism indicated a transformation, a washing away of the old and 
the start of something new.  Involved in this is a “giving up” or “surrender” to God (WCF 28:1), due to His 
work for and within us

• Concerning the New Life: Baptism also signifies and seals our union with Christ in His resurrection.  That is 
why it calls us to walk in newness of life – though not all who are baptized do so immediately

Conclusion:


