
               That Christ Came 

Call to Worship:  Isaiah 9:6-7                   Hymn #73 (Supp)- The First Noel 
1st Scripture:  Galatians 3:26-4:7          Hymn #641-  Away in a Manger 
2nd Scripture:  John 1:1-18       Hymn #152-  O Little Town of Bethlehem 

Introduction: 

 Last week, we sought to refuel our appreciation of the Gospel, by pondering the fact that 

"Christ should even come" for a people such as us.  We spent some time in Genesis, Chapter 

three, meditating on the holiness, purity and perfection of God's being and essence, the reality 

and severity of the fall of man, and the wonder that God would even consider, let alone ordain to 

redeem a fallen people out of this fallen and ungodly world. 

 This morning, we move on to consider "that Christ actually came."  We move from the 

plan, to the real act, which took place, some two thousand years ago. 

I.  Who it is that Came 

 In the first three verses of John's Gospel, we are given some of the profoundest words, in 

all of Scripture, which are used to describe the divine essence of Christ.  We learn here that this 

Jesus, the very Word of God incarnate; the very revelation and power of God, was both, with 

God and God, in the beginning, when God had created this world, and the surrounding universe.  

And to bring further clarity and assurance to John's stark confession, John moves on to say, as it 

were, "Look, respecting the One, who walked among us, everything that was ever made, was 

made through Him, and nothing that was ever made, was made apart from Him."  "Anything 

with a starting point for existence, came into existence through Him."  "Life itself was in Him, 

and the life that exists within each one of us, is a light, which ought to point us to Him, as the 

Designer and Author of all life."   

 And so, John states here, in the most certain of terms, that the Word, which became flesh; 

the Man, Christ Jesus, is none other than God of all God, with the Father and the Holy Spirit.  

And that is why the glory of God was beheld in Him, as of the only begotten of the Father; 
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unique and in contrast to, the glory of God revealed in any other created image bearer, who ever 

walked upon the face of this earth.  This brings us then, to consider... 

II.  To What did He come? 

 That light, which is in everyone of us, and which ought to point us to Him; that light, 

which is interwoven with the very life, that exists in us, yet shines in the darkness; in our 

darkness.  However, we don't comprehend it.  We don't rightly interpret or understand it.  The 

darkness within us; the darkness that is us, because of the fall, keeps us from properly discerning 

the light.  The light is a glowing arrow, pointing to our Designer and Creator; shouting aloud, this 

is God's work, but we walk right past it, like blind and deaf, punch drunk fools.  Such is the 

devastating effect of the fall on us.  We ignore the very Creator, who so marvelously fashioned us 

in His image, and for His glory.  [Read verse 5] 

   And so, what happened when the Word became flesh?  What happened when God of 

very God, became man, and dwelt among us?  What happened when the Maker came to live 

among and rescue His unworthy creatures?  Was there a great welcoming?  Was there honor and 

glory ascribed to Him?  Was He even remotely appreciated for who He was? 

 Though, a forerunner was sent to prepare the way for Him; though a great prophet, 

named John the Baptist, proclaimed His glory; pointing to Him as the Light of the world, we are 

told in verse 10, "He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did 

not know Him."  The world ignored and rejected its Maker!  It turned away from the Light, 

because its deeds were evil, and it did not want to have them exposed, so as to be delivered from 

them.  Herod wanted to kill Him.  The Gentiles mocked and crucified Him.  And what of the 

Jews?  What of those, who had been entrusted with all of the oracles and the promises? 

 In verse 11, we are told, "He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him."  The 

religious leaders of the day, were indifferent at the first, when they knew that the prophecy of His 

coming had come upon them.  They aided the Magi on their journey, while failing to search for 

Him, themselves.  And when He grew up and preached forgiveness of sins and eternal life in 

Himself, they envied and hated Him, and ultimately delivered Him over to the Romans, to be 

crucified.    
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was the world, into which He entered.  This was the reception, received by the King of glory.  

Yes, multitudes followed Him, but most, only out of a desire to benefit from His miracles.  They 

had no interest in the Person (in the Savior); they only wanted the Savior's gifts.  And when He 

charged them with difficult words, the good majority of them left Him.      

 Such was the hardness and the blindness and the wickedness of the state of man, when 

the Son of God took on flesh, and came, as the only hope for desperately lost, fallen, sinners!  

And even when He was crucified, for no sin of His own (indeed, for the sins of the world), we 

looked upon Him, and did not see our guilt and our sins, plastered on that cross.  Rather, we 

looked at the horrific sight, and said, "He is stricken, smitten and afflicted of God.  How cursed a 

man, He truly must have been.  But, we are told that He was "wounded for our transgressions," 

and "crushed for our iniquities," and "the chastisement for our peace was upon Him."  The 

picture of God's wrath poured out upon sinners, is illustrated in Scripture, by the crushing of 

grapes in the winepress.  The grapes are crushed underfoot, and the blood of the grape; the juice, 

pours out below.  This was what Christ endured for us, brethren!  He stepped into the press, 

willingly, and the Father crushed and trampled Him underfoot, spilling out His blood, on our 

behalf!   

 But we naturally don't care.  We are naturally entertained by it, like a horror movie or 

Christians brutally martyred in a Roman Coliseum.  Where are we by nature, brethren?  Are we 

on our knees, begging for the Savior to come?  Are we longing for the help of God, when Christ 

comes?  No, not even close!  Jesus came to rescue a world that had no care or concern, to be 

rescued?  Rather, we are naturally, as those who stood by the cross, when the righteous Son of 

God was stripped of His clothing, shamed and brutally crucified!  We cheer His death!  We 

mock!  We laugh!  We call for His crucifixion!  He looks out, and sees us, the very objects of His 

love, rejecting and mocking Him, and even then, He does not abort the mission!  He does not call 

for legions of angels to destroy a mocking, ungrateful, cursed world!  No, He cries aloud, 

"Father, forgive them!  They know not what they do!"   

 Do you see it, brethren?  Do you see yourself right there, mocking the bloodied, 

crucified, dying Savior?  Do you see it in the multitude of ways, in which, you have broken 
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God's Law?  Do you see it in your sexual immoralities, in your lies, in your pride, in your 

jealousy and envy, in your hatred, in your selfishness, in your deception, in your entrenchment in 

all manner of idolatry, in your greed, and in your blatant refusal to praise and glorify God? 

 Would you run to the rescue of a wicked people, who hate you, and who desire to rid you 

of everything that is yours; indeed, who desire to kill you?  Would your love and affection be 

fixed on such a rebellious people as that?  Brethren, ponder anew the love of Christ toward 

unworthy, wretched sinners like us.  Have we grown cold toward Him, even now, after our eyes 

have been opened to our true condition, and to the fountain of this glorious love?  That Christ 

came, brethren, and that He stayed the course (that He "set His face like a flint," to embrace His 

suffering for us), ought to drive us to live lives of unending praise, to His glory!  How can we 

forget?  How can such a reality, which has delivered us from the wrath to come, ever become 

"old hat" to us?  At what point does such infinite and eternal love, begin to depreciate in value?  

When do we move on, to so-called "bigger and better and more relevant" things?  Oh brethren, 

let us fight; let us fight against every contrary emotion and every obstacle, which would seek to 

steal our view away from Calvary!  Let us press on with determination; with settled conviction, 

to exhaust this short life, for the glory of this Blessed Savior!  Let us strive to walk worthy of the 

call, which we have received, in our union with this Beloved Christ, not unto merit, but unto 

securing a grateful heart, determined to enthrone Him on our praises!       

III.  To the Unsaved   

 You, presently, are living at enmity with your Creator.  If you are outside of Christ; if you 

are not a Christian this morning, understand, that you are presently an enemy of God; you are 

presently living in a condemned state, and in due time, that condemnation will catch up to you, 

and carry you right to hell.  Do you understand this?  You are living in darkness, shunning the 

glory of the very Creator, who made you for His glory.  And you have no natural right or claim to 

God, and to His favor and blessing.   

 But, notice what we are also told in our text.  Jesus was in the world, and the world did 

not know Him.  He was rejected by His own people.  But, verse 12 states, "But as many as 

received Him, to them He gave the right (the "authority") to become children of God, to those 
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who believe in His Name..."  There are a people, a small remnant to be frank, but a people 

nonetheless, who are rescued from the darkness, and granted the incomprehensible right of 

becoming children of the living God.  There are a people, who are forgiven for their sins, and 

who are reconciled to God, and see here, these people are only made up of those who receive 

Christ, believing in His name!  Oh friend, turn from your sin today; look to Jesus!  Call upon 

Him in truth!  Speak to God; pray and seek Him with all of your heart, believing into Jesus, as 

your only means of forgiveness and reconciliation to the Father, and be saved!  Be saved from 

the eternal condemnation, which your sins have merited for you.  There is a well spring of 

salvation found in the Christ, who was crucified on behalf of sinners, but it only benefits those, 

who drink from it.  There is no other way to God; no other way of being separated from the 

judgment and condemnation due your sins, than through this Jesus.  For, He alone has been 

offered up as a worthy sacrifice on behalf of sinners.  May God grant you the grace to not waste 

another year, living at enmity with your Creator!  May God give you the grace to seek Christ, 

while He may be found by you! 

Amen!!! 

Benediction:  Jude 1:24-25 
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