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!
“NOTHING CAN HINDER THE LORD FROM SAVING”!!

I. Introduction !
A. One of the ways the Lord encourages our faith is by letting us see other 

believers responding to their trials and troubles in faith.  !
1. There is the dying saint who is confident that death really is gain 

for those who belong to Christ.  !
2. There is the Christian who suffers for years under difficult 

circumstances yet persists in believing that God’s grace is sufficient 
for each day.  !

3. There are the Christian parents with a child suffering from a life-
threatening condition who trust that, whether their child lives or 
dies, God is good and he knows what is best.  !

B. We find another example of faith in the face of trying circumstances in this 
text from 1 Samuel 14.  !
1. While Saul’s disobedience in the previous chapter resulted in his 

loss of a dynastic kingdom, here we see the faith of Saul’s son 
Jonathan on brilliant display.  !

2. As we study this passage tonight, we will consider what it tells us 
about the outlook of faith and the fight of faith.  !

II. The Outlook of Faith (1-10) !
A. Before we delve into what takes place in this text, it will be good to 

remind ourselves of the situation that Israel was facing at this point.  !
1. The Philistines had been provoked into a definitive battle with 

Israel by the assault that Jonathan led against their garrison at 
Geba.  !
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2. As the Philistines mustered their army, it became clear that Israel 
was outmatched, and Saul started losing his troops to desertion.  !

3. Saul was left with only six hundred men to go up against the 
Philistine’s thirty thousand chariots, six thousand horsemen, and 
innumerable troops.  !

4. Not only that, but Saul and Jonathan were the only Israelites with 
proper weapons.  !

5. And to top it all off, Samuel had left Saul without giving him any 
instructions for the battle.  !

B. It is in these hopeless circumstances that Jonathan decides to take action.  !
1. He grabs his armor-bearer and heads off in the direction of another 

Philistine garrison without telling his father.  !
2. The implication, of course, is that his father would not approve of 

what Jonathan is about to do.  !
3. Saul responded to this crisis by holing up in a cave with Ahijah the 

priest, a descendent of Eli, whose line was rejected back in chapter 
2. !

4. Note how this calls our attention to the sharp contrast between Saul 
and Jonathan.  !

5. While Jonathan is about to act in faith, here is Saul trying to figure 
out what to do by taking counsel with the rejected priestly line.  !

6. It is a sad picture.  !
7. This is all that Saul has left now that Samuel has left him.    !

C. We are told in verses 4 and 5 that Jonathan’s plan involved going over a 
pass that had rocky crags on each side.  !
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1. One side was called Bozez, which means ‘slippery.’  !
2. The other side was called Seneh, which means ‘thorny.’  !
3. Obviously, this was not an easy pass to navigate.  !

D. The other details of Jonathan’s plan are conveyed in verses 8 through 10.  !
1. Instead of using the element of surprise, they were going to show 

themselves to the Philistines in the garrison.  !
2. If the Philistines responded by telling them to wait until they came 

down to them, then they would wait and fight them on the low 
ground.  !

3. But if the Philistines invited them to come up and fight, they would 
take this as a sign that the Lord had given them into their hands 
and they would go up and wipe them out.  !

4. Now, I don’t know anything about military tactics, but I think it is 
safe to say that this was not a textbook battle strategy. !

5. Jonathan was a great warrior, but he was not approaching this as a 
fight that would be won by coming up with the best possible plan.  !

6. The hopelessness of Israel’s situation meant that there was no good 
plan.  !

E. Jonathan was not being foolish in doing this.  !
1. He was a good soldier, probably one of the best among both armies.  !
2. He understood military strategy.  !
3. Neither was Jonathan being optimistic in taking this course of 

action.  !
4. He had no grounds to be optimistic.  !
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5. He took this course of action because he believed what God had 
said.  !

6. Back in chapter 9, the Lord told Samuel that he would save Israel 
from the Philistines under Saul’s leadership.  !

7. Jonathan took God at his word.  !
8. He looked at the situation that confronted Israel at that moment 

through the lenses of God’s Word.  !
9. This is what it means to have the outlook of faith.  !
10. Faith takes God at his Word regardless of how the circumstances 

appear. !
F. We should also take note of the faith that we see in Jonathan’s armor-

bearer.  !
1. Before Jonathan even reveals the details of his plan, this young man 

says, “Do all that is in your heart.  Do as you wish.  Behold, I am 
with you heart and soul.”  !

2. Think of what an encouragement that must have been to Jonathan.  !
3. What a wonderful example of how our fellow believers can 

encourage and strengthen our faith.  !
G. Jonathan’s words to his armor-bearer tell us a couple other things about 

what it means to have the outlook of faith.  !
1. First, Jonathan says, “It may be that the LORD will work for us.”  !
2. Notice that he says, “It may be…” !
3. He doesn’t take it for granted that God will act on their behalf.  !
4. He is not trying to force God’s hand.  !
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5. While he believes that God will deliver Israel from the Philistines, 
he know he has no promise that this particular maneuver will be 
successful.  !

6. He admits that God is free to do as he wills.  !
7. This teaches us that faith is not a matter of expecting God to always 

do what we want him to do.  !
8. We do not have access to the hidden decrees of God.  !
9. We only know what he has chosen to reveal to us.  !
10. When a loved one is suffering from a disease, we cannot insist that 

God heal that person.  !
11. We do not know what God has decreed in that situation.  !
12. We can ask for healing, but we have to be content to leave the 

matter in the Lord’s hands and trust that he will act according to 
his holy wisdom.  !

H. The other thing that Jonathan says to his armor-bearer is, “for nothing can 
hinder the LORD from saving by many or by few.”  !
1. Nothing can hinder the Lord from saving.  !
2. What a statement that is! !
3. And it is completely true.  !
4. There is nothing in this world that can prevent our God from 

accomplishing his plan to redeem those whom he has appointed to 
eternal life.  !

5. Nothing is too difficult for God.  !
6. He can save with a mighty army or with no army at all.  !
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7. He can save through ordinary means or through extraordinary 
means.  !

III. The Fight of Faith (11-23) !
A. We turn now to the last half of the passage, where the focus is upon the 

fight of faith. !
1. When Jonathan and his armor-bearer showed themselves to the 

Philistines, the Philistines responded just as Jonathan had hoped.  !
2. They poked fun at them and said, “Look, Hebrews are coming out 

the holes where they have hidden themselves… Come up to us, 
and we will show you a thing.”  !

3. To put it in contemporary jargon, they were saying, ‘Come here, 
and we’ll teach you a lesson.’  !

4. Instead of being shaken by these confident threats, Jonathan took 
this as confirmation that the battle was as good as won.  !

5. I would imagine that he even smiled as he looked at his friend and 
said, “the Lord has given them into the hand of Israel.”  !

B. Imagine the Philistine’s surprise when Jonathan and his armor-bearer 
accepted their invitation.  !
1. Perhaps they were laughing as they watched the two men scramble 

up the hill on their hands and feet.  !
2. If so, the laughter came to an abrupt halt once Jonathan and his 

armor-bearer reached the top.  !
3. Before the Philistines even knew what was happening, twenty of 

them lay dead.  !
4. The entire camp was thrown into a great panic, and the earth even 

trembled.  !
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5. It is important to understand that these things did not happen 
because Jonathan and his armor-bearer fought with superhuman 
ability.  !

6. I’m sure they were great warriors, but they were just two men.  !
7. The Philistines knew how to fight too.  !
8. This battle was not won by superior skill or strategy.  !
9. As Jonathan had hoped, the Lord had worked for them.  !

C. When Saul saw that something was happening, his first reaction was to 
use the ark of God as some sort of talisman or tool for divination, which 
brings to mind the tragic events that unfolded back in chapter 4.  !
1. But the Lord did not let Saul follow through with whatever he had 

in mind.  !
2. The tumult and confusion in the Philistine camp was so great that 

Saul realized that the odds had miraculously turned in their favor.  !
3. As Israel rushed into battle, they found that the Philistines were so 

confused that they were killing each other.  !
4. It turned out that Israel’s shortage of swords didn’t matter after all.  !
5. The Lord used Philistine blades to slay the Philistines.  !
6. On top of that, even the Israelites who had previously deserted the 

army returned, and they were emboldened to join in the battle.  !
D. The Lord worked a great victory for his people that day.  !

1. Truly, nothing was able to hinder him from saving them.  !
2. And take note of the role that Jonathan’s faith played in this victory.  !
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3. He took the Lord at his word.  !
4. He looked at the situation through the eyes of faith.  !
5. He took action when there was no reasonable course of action to 

take. !
6. He knew that faith demanded that he take action.  !
7. The Lord used Jonathan’s faith to bring about a great deliverance.  !

E. The same faith that Jonathan exhibited in this text is present in the heart of 
every Christian.  !
1. We too need to view our circumstances through the lenses of faith.  !
2. We need to engage in the challenges that confront us by fighting in 

faith.  !
3. We face all manner of things that can discourage us.  !
4. Maybe you feel like some sin with which you have struggled for 

years will end up getting the best of you.   !
5. Maybe you feel like you will be buried by your sadness or 

loneliness.   !
6. Maybe you think that your infirmities or worries or burdens will 

swallow you up.   !
7. They will not.  !
8. Whatever struggles or challenges you face, you must always 

remember that nothing can hinder the Lord from saving you.   !
9. He gave his own Son to save you.  !
10. How could he make it any more clear to you that he is for you?  !
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11. And if God is for you, then truly there is nothing in this world that 
can be against you.  
 
 


