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Matthew 2:1-23 

For What Reason Do You Seek Him? 

 

Matthew 2:1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, 

behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 

 2 saying, "Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the 

East and have come to worship Him." 

 3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 

 4 And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he inquired 

of them where the Christ was to be born. 

 5 So they said to him, "In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is written by the prophet: 

 6 'But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, Are not the least among the rulers of Judah; For 

out of you shall come a Ruler Who will shepherd My people Israel.' " 

 7 Then Herod, when he had secretly called the wise men, determined from them what time the 

star appeared. 

 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, "Go and search carefully for the young Child, and 

when you have found Him, bring back word to me, that I may come and worship Him also." 

 9 When they heard the king, they departed; and behold, the star which they had seen in the East 

went before them, till it came and stood over where the young Child was. 

 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy. 

 11 And when they had come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, 

and fell down and worshiped Him. And when they had opened their treasures, they presented 

gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

 12 Then, being divinely warned in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed 

for their own country another way. 

 13 Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, 

saying, "Arise, take the young Child and His mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I bring 

you word; for Herod will seek the young Child to destroy Him." 

 14 When he arose, he took the young Child and His mother by night and departed for Egypt, 

 15 and was there until the death of Herod, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the 

Lord through the prophet, saying, "Out of Egypt I called My Son." 



Page 2 of 6 
 

 16 Then Herod, when he saw that he was deceived by the wise men, was exceedingly angry; and 

he sent forth and put to death all the male children who were in Bethlehem and in all its districts, 

from two years old and under, according to the time which he had determined from the wise 

men. 

 17 Then was fulfilled what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying: 

 18 "A voice was heard in Ramah, Lamentation, weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping 

for her children, Refusing to be comforted, Because they are no more." 

 19 But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in 

Egypt, 20 saying, "Arise, take the young Child and His mother, and go to the land of Israel, for 

those who sought the young Child's life are dead." 

 21 Then he arose, took the young Child and His mother, and came into the land of Israel.  

 22 But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea instead of his father Herod, he 

was afraid to go there. And being warned by God in a dream, he turned aside into the region of 

Galilee. 

 23 And he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken 

by the prophets, "He shall be called a Nazarene." 

 

[This will be the first of TWO sermons on this chapter, today I will be dealing with verses 1-12 

and next week we will cover verses 13-23] 

 

I know it’s this is not a brilliant observation (pun intended) but you can only see the stars when its 

dark, and so it was very appropriate that the coming of Jesus Christ who came “To give light to those 

who sit in darkness and the shadow of death, To guide our feet into the way of peace." as Zaccarias 

the father John the Baptist prophesied, would be heralded by the appearance of a brilliant new star in 

the heavens.  

 

Now I have no doubt that most if not all of you have heard the story of the star and the wise men and 

Herod and the flight into Egypt, but I hope you will hear the account of what happened after the birth 

of Jesus with new ears. 

 

Now to set the context, and in doing that please erase all of the nativity scene images you have in your 

mind, first because you shouldn’t be making images of any of the three persons of the Triune Godhead, 

but also because they are not at all accurate. The setting for the visit of the wise men was not the stable 

of the Inn in which Jesus was born. It took place later, this was some time AFTER Jesus was born. By 

the time the wise men arrive in Bethlehem, the family has move into a house (verse 11) and Jesus is no 

longer a Brephos – that is a baby – he is now a paidion or child. Now before we talk about the wise 

men, please also erase the number three from your head. The bible does not tell us how many there 

were, the legend of there being three probably came about because they brought 3 kinds of gifts. In 

reality a long journey from the east would probably have been taken with a caravan for safety’s sake.  

Also, get rid of the crowns on their heads, they were not kings, they were Magoi, a term used to refer 
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to the “wise men” or astrologers and magicians that ancient kings like Nebuchadnezzar would have in 

their courts.  

 

Being astrologers, they had seen Christ’s “star” in the heavens when he was born, it was probably the 

conjunction of Jupiter and Venus in the spring of 7 B.C. and then they had set out on a long journey. 

It’s very possible that they were from Babylon and had contact with Jews and knew about the 

prophecies of the coming of the Messiah, the anointed King of the Jews, who would change the world 

forever, but however it happened they were divinely informed and having made preparation the set out 

on their Journey for Israel. The star led them to Jerusalem, and when they arrived given that they were 

seeking a newborn king, they looked for him in the palace of the current ruler, a ruthless usurper an 

Edomite by the name of Herod. Now Herod was a horrible man, he had been installed by the Romans 

as the King, and had attempted to win over a suspicious Jewish population via massive building 

programs like the rebuilding of the Temple, and by marrying a Jewish Princess by the name of 

Mariamne, but in the end he had given up trying to win the people over and had just become cruel and 

paranoid. He was constantly on the look-out for plots to overthrow him, he built fortresses like the 

giant moutaintop Masada complex as places he could hold out in case of rebellion. And he ended up 

murdering Mariamne, her mother, and at least three of his sons.  The Emperor Augustus famously 

quipped that it was safer to be Herod’s pig (hus in Greek) than his son (huios). By the time Herod 

finally died of an agonizing illness, he was so despised that he left orders that many prominent citizens 

of Jerusalem were to be arrested and executed, as that was the only way he could insure that there 

would be mourning rather that celebration after he died.  

 

Well when Herod learned that these foreigners were looking for the new born Messiah, he was 

troubled, and when Herod was troubled, people tended to die, so all of Jerusalem was troubled with 

him. The birth of the Messiah was not good news to Herod, it was a threat to his power, and that was 

all he cared about. Herod didn’t know where the child was, but he did know how to find out. He knew 

the scriptures which prophesied the birth of the Messiah would also tell where it would happen, so he 

gathered together the chief priests and scribes of the people and asked them where the scriptures said 

the Messiah would be born. “In Bethlehem” they immediately told him, for the prophet Malachi had 

said over 400 years ago, that the Messiah who would be the true Shepherd of His people would be born 

in the city of his great ancestor David. Thus informed, Herod had sent the Magi off to Bethlehem to 

find this newborn King, and report back to Him, that he might supposedly “come and worship him 

also” (Matthew 2:8).  Herod however, had no intention of worshiping Christ, the news of the birth of 

the long awaited King and Redeemer of Israel was not good news to him. A man who had slaughtered 

his own flesh and blood because he suspected they wanted his throne would stop at nothing to remove 

any threat to his kingship, he just wanted to find out where Jesus was so he could kill him.  

 

Now stop and consider the breathtaking evil involved in this - Herod believed the wise men had 

followed a divinely ordained sign that signaled the birth of the Messiah, he firmly believed the 

prophecies of the OT regarding the Messiah, and yet his intention was to kill the Messiah while he was 

still a child because all Herod cared about was the he remain king of this earthly kingdom, not the 
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kingdom of heaven or the good of his own soul or the people. He had long ago bought the devil’s lie 

that no price was too high to pay to be king. Even the killing of the Son of God. In this of course we 

see yet again the desperate scheming of the devil to put an end to Jesus. The devil did this because he 

remembered full well the promise that God had spoken so long ago in the garden, “NIV Genesis 3:15 

And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will 

crush your head, and you will strike his heel." 

 

Again and again, the Devil had attempted to cut off the line of David, through rebellion and murder. 

And at times he had come close, had it not been for divine protection again and again, the line of David 

would surely have been cut off. For instance, 2 Kings 11:1 When Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw 

that her son was dead, she arose and destroyed all the royal heirs. 

 2 But Jehosheba, the daughter of King Joram, sister of Ahaziah, took Joash the son of Ahaziah, and 

stole him away from among the king's sons who were being murdered; and they hid him and his nurse 

in the bedroom, from Athaliah, so that he was not killed. 3 So he was hidden with her in the house of 

the LORD for six years, while Athaliah reigned over the land. 

 

Now again, the devil plots to cut off the Christ through his willing servant Herod. All it will take is for 

these unsuspecting wise men to carry back a report, and the child’s life will be forfeit. Now some 

commentators wonder, why didn’t the chief priests and scribes go and seek him as well? The answer is 

obvious, because they were terrified of Herod. They no doubt thought that if they were seen to be 

happy and interested in the birth they would be branded as traitors and that would have been the end of 

them and their families. Please understand this is like a foreign dignitary showing up at the Kremlin in 

the 1930s and asking Stalin “Where is he who is born Czar of the Russians?” 

 

The wise men, guided again by the star, do indeed locate the child living with his family in Bethlehem, 

and they are overjoyed, because they understood the nature of the one whom they had found. And 

among the first worshippers of Jesus Christ are these gentiles who fall at the feet of the Son of God. 

They know who he is, that is why while they didn’t worship King Herod, they Worship King Jesus. 

And they offer him three kinds of gifts, and all of them point to who Jesus was and what he had come 

to do,  Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh, Gold was a royal metal, frankincense was an incense used by 

priests in temple worship (Lev. 2:1, 2, 15–16), and myrrh was a fragrant gum was used to embalm the 

bodies of the dead (John 19:39). They pointed to his work as a King, Priest, and eventually atoning 

sacrifice for the sins of His people. 

 

We’ll break the story at this point, the Magi worshipping and Herod waiting in Jerusalem for news of 

where the child is, we’ll finish it next week 

 

Three Applications: 

 

First, it often seems darkest just before the dawn: When all seems hopeless, remember that God’s 

will is not thwarted, his divine ends are still being brought to pass, and everything that he has decreed 

including the salvation of all his people, and the return of Christ will come to pass. Do not merely look 

about say things seem hopeless. Remember that Jesus Christ, the Light of the World, was born into a 
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time of great darkness: A time when a bloodthirsty and evil king installed by an oppressive Gentile 

Empire was ruling a terrified people. Things seemed hopeless but in fact this was the fullness of time, 

beware of taking your cues from the circumstances around you, walk by faith and not by sight.  

 

Secondly speaking of walking by faith, what an example the journey of the wise men gives to us. They 

had nothing to go on but prophecies and faith and they took a journey that we can scarcely 

comprehend. For us, often the trip to church which we take by car seems to much, but in order to come 

worship Christ, they travelled for hundreds of miles over dangerous and dusty roads to a destination 

they weren’t even sure of. The closest parallel we have today is in the persecuted church, your brothers 

and sisters who travel miles by foot and endure danger for the high privilege of falling down and 

worshipping Christ. They believe any hardship even death is worth it if at the end of their journey they 

can just be in the presence of Christ. And they are right, no man at the end of his life, kneeling before 

his savior Jesus Christ, will say, that life of mine was too hard, I wish I’d gone to church less, or spent 

less time reading Christ’s words, or offered him less costly gifts. 

 

As JC Ryle points out: “It would be well for all professing Christians if they were more ready to follow 

the wise men's example. Where is our self-denial? What pains do we take about our souls? What 

diligence do we show about following Christ? What does our religion cost us? These are serious 

questions. They deserve serious consideration. “ 

 

Thirdly and finally, you have heard the stories of people who were seeking Jesus, but for wildly 

differing reasons. The wise men sought Him to worship Him, and Herod Sought him to Kill Him. You 

have come this morning to the place where Jesus is present, for He Himself said in Matthew 18:20 

"For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there in the midst of them." But why 

did you seek Him? Was it to worship Christ or because it was the Lord’s Day closest to Christmas? I 

grew up in a household where Sunday after Sunday, no one sought after Jesus. But suddenly on 

December 24
th
 there was a mad rush to get to a church and hear lessons and carols. But it wasn’t Christ 

who was being sought and although all the talk included mention of Jesus, it was gospel-less. Sinclair 

Ferguson, speaking of preaching on Christmas put it well when he said: 

  

“This is the service when a preacher is most likely to feel invisible hands pressing his words back into 

his mouth and down his throat, let us have more of the songs we love to sing, but let us hear no more 

of this king who is born to reign over us” He commented on the hypocrisy of Herod, tell me where he 

is so I can worship him as well, and then noted how ironic it was that “The Christmas gospel 

produces more hypocrisy than anything else in the world” 

 

So what about you? Speaking of the gospel with all of its fulfilled prophecy, Peter wrote, in 2 Peter 

1:19 tells us “And so we have the prophetic word confirmed, which you do well to heed as a light that 

shines in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts” Jesus is the light 

that is spoken of there, Jesus who said "I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk 

in darkness, but have the light of life." 
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Herod knew what the scriptures said about the Christ, but there was no light in his heart, , "I am the 

light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life." You will 

know when that has happened because everything about your way of thinking changes, the worship of 

Christ becomes as important to you as it was to those wise men. It is like the difference between night 

and day. And you may not know the exact moment when the sun rose, but you know it is risen because 

of the light.  

 

Matthew Henry wrote:  

 

 

“When the light of the scripture is darted into the blind mind and dark understanding by the 

Holy Spirit of God, then the spiritual day dawns and the day-star arises in that soul. This 

enlightening of a dark benighted mind is like the day-break that improves and advances, spreads 

and diffuses itself through the whole soul, till it makes perfect day, Prov. 4:18. It is a growing 

knowledge; those who are this way enlightened never think they know enough, till they come to 

know as they are known. To give heed to this light must needs be the interest and duty of all; and 

all who do truth come to this light, while evil-doers keep at a distance from it.” 


