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[Sunday, December 25, 2016] The Church Series, The Practices of the Church, Part 
2 – Craig Thurman 
 
Today we continue with the topic of the church ordinances.  Again, by the use of 
the term ordinance we refer to those things which we practice because that have 
been passed along to us in the Word of God.  There is much that we do as a 
church that is subject to the discretion of this church.   
 
For example, meeting on Sundays at noon, and on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 
p.m. are discretionary practices.  Having this property and this building are 
unnecessary things that we have chosen to do.  But we do need to meet together 
and that practice is taught in the Word of God.  3rd Sunday fellowship dinners, and 
our 5th Sunday Lord’s Supper observances are discretionary.  But both are good 
things to do, and we must keep the supper somehow.  How we proceed through 
the program of our services is discretionary, but we employ those things in it that 
are in the Word of God.  The place where the saints meet is called a house of 
prayer because when the saints gather together they are known to always have 
prayer at those times.  We sing and praise and teach during those times.  These 
are essential things that need to be done.  Which order any of those things are 
done are totally discretionary.  But the Word of God regulates our doctrine and 
practice so that we can continue to be a proper witness of our Lord Jesus Christ 
until He returns. 
  

The Ordinance of Baptism 
 
Who May Conduct a Baptism? 
The ordinance of baptism may be carried out by any who have been baptized of 
those who received like baptism.  I know that that might be a controversial 
statement to make with many of the brethren of the true churches of Christ, but I 
say this a clearly and truthfully as I can, and pray that this might be heard in light 
of the Bible, not necessarily judged by what we have always done as a traditional 
practice.  Biblically, and that is our desire, to prove these things by the Word of 
God, it cannot be proved with any certainly that baptism was performed strictly 
by those who are called officers or servants of a church.  Again, Biblically, it is also 
very difficult to draw a direct connection between a church and those doing the 
baptism.  Follow with me as we consider the list of the history of the baptisms 
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that were performed especially in the book of Acts.  What does the Bible show 
us? 
 
Philip, who had been a deacon of the church of Jerusalem who is much later 
called Philip the evangelist (Acts 21.8) he had left this church at the persecution of 
Saul, and he never returned to this church.  He traveled north into the city of 
Samaria preaching Christ. Many that believed were baptized, but we are not told 
by whom they were baptized (Acts 8.12, 13, including one named Simon).  That 
detail is not given.  We assume that Philip baptized them.  We do know that the 
apostles had not yet come down to Samaria but that they will.  (Acts 8.15)  But 
they were not the ones which baptized them, and there is no question raised 
about the matter of their baptism.  The apostles at least knew Philip and what he 
was preaching.  Next, the Lord sends Philip south into Gaza.   
 

Notice now, the point is that the Lord commissions and directs these things, 
not men and no, not even a church.   

 
Churches seem to be assuming far too much power to themselves any 
more.  Churches do not give authority to anyone to do the Work of Christ.  
Authority is Christ’s alone.  Churches may either agree with Him or not.  
Men and groups who are waiting on a church or a board of brethren to 
sanction their work need to question their doctrine and practice.  This is not 
from the Bible.  To whom are we subject, to Christ or to men? 

 
All that the Antioch church did was agree with God.  (Acts 13.2, 3)  That is 
not a case for condoning church authority in the least.  The Lord had them 
authenticate this original work.  That is not done again in Scripture.  This is 
not passing on authority.  The Lord called them, and He required this 
church to acknowledge it.  That is it. 
  

When Philip comes to Gaza, the Lord commands him to join himself to this man in 
a particular chariot.  And as we know, this one heard the Word of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ and received baptism.  The Scriptures are clear on this occasion that 
Philip was the one who baptized this man. (Acts 8.38)  At the conversion of Saul to 
Christ, the Lord sends a man named Ananias to inform him of the will of God for 
his life now that he has believed in Christ.  From the Biblical account we can only 
assume that Ananias was the one that baptized him. (Acts 9.18)  We have no idea 
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who Ananias is.  In Acts chapter 10, Cornelius and those of his house believed the 
preaching of Christ by the apostle Peter.  Upon careful reading of verses 44-48 we 
can only assume that Peter baptized them.   
 

Note of clarification: The apostles came down to the city of Samaria and 
witnessed the work of Christ among them at the preaching of Philip.  Then 
the apostles prayed that they receive the Spirit.  This kind of act is not 
repeated.  Peter goes to Cornelius, some brethren of the Jews accompanied 
him.  As he is preaching Christ the Holy Spirit descends upon them.  This 
kind of act is not repeated.  What is this about?  The Lord by these things is 
showing how that He is going out from Jerusalem, into Judaea, Samaria, 
and to the uttermost parts of the earth now.  The public demonstration are 
unnecessary when once that the church is seen to have become churches. 

 
In Acts chapter 16, during the second missionary journey of the apostle Paul, he 
and his entourage arrived in Philippi.  There we read that Lydia came to the faith 
of Christ and was baptized.  (v.14, 15) But again the detail about who baptized her 
is not given.  Was it by Paul, Silas, Timothy, or Lucas?  Does it matter?  For some it 
should. 
 

Some brethren are very hung up on a point of authority.  They will assume 
that Paul and Silas went out because the church at Antioch authorized 
them to go.  But that is not what the Scripture says.  It simply says that they 
recommended them to the grace of God.  This was God’s work. Yet those 
who strive about the point of authority will have difficulty if it were true 
that either Timothy or Lucas baptized.  Why?  Because the church at 
Antioch do not know these brethren that joined with Paul and Silas after 
they left the church in Antioch.  But the truth of the matter, by the Word of 
God, Lydia was baptized by one of those four brethren.  If it was right for 
one it is as right for the other. If it is that important wouldn’t the Scriptures 
have been clearer on many of the baptisms that were performed, who 
actually did the baptizing?  And yet that is not what we see.   
 
Carefully, lest I be misunderstood, I say that baptisms are always done by 
those who received for themselves biblical baptism.  And in order for that 
to be a reality everyone who baptizes has an organic connection to one of 
the Lord’s churches.  That is the link I find in Scripture.  That person 
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baptized might not ever be in one of the Lord’s churches, but that baptism 
came from a church nonetheless.  And every baptized person may join with 
another baptized person and immediately constitute themselves into a 
New Testament church without the involvement or sanction of any church 
whatsoever.  That is the truth.  Don’t agree with; agree with God’s Word. 

 
Next, the Philippian jailer and his house were brought to faith in Christ in Act 
chapter 16.  Who baptized them?  Was it Paul or Silas, or even Timothy?  Paul and 
Silas had been brought from the prison to the house of the jailer and were 
receiving treatment for the wounds that they had received from being beaten.  
(Acts 16.23, 33, 34)   
 
In 1Co.1.14-17, the apostle Paul confesses that he baptized very few of those who 
came to Christ at Corinth.  This means that those which were administering 
baptism were Silas, Timothy, Luke, Aquilla, perhaps some from among the 
membership of the recently founded church of Corinth, or all of the above. (Acts 
18.2, 3, 5, 7, 8)  Is there something wrong with any and all of these possibilities?  
What can we say about who baptized them?  Nothing more that what the Bible 
says.  Brethren these are the only choices that we have from which we may 
choose.  It is significant that the Lord chose to reveal only so much about the 
agents of baptism.  We must be satisfied with the truth that He has given us all 
that we need to know concerning that. 
  
Finally in Acts chapter 19, there is the rebaptism of certain Ephesian brethren.  
Again, we are not told who actually performed the baptizing.  It seems to me that 
if baptism were demanded or commanded to be the exclusive right of the officers 
of the church that there would have been far more clarity upon this point than we 
have met with in our reading through the texts of Scripture.  But, from what I can 
tell, the important point is not the person who does it as much as the connection 
that that person has himself to biblical baptism descended from the Lord’s 
churches.  This is my summary of the history of baptism in Scripture as plainly as I 
can put it at this present time.  I know that this does not fit the scheme of a 
number of great brethren in the Lord, but they promote for doctrine an opinion 
that does not hold up the clear teaching of the Word of God on this point.  But 
this is where I must stand until someone can show me from the Word that it is 
otherwise.  If this can be refuted by Scripture I will change my mind. I stand by my 
opening statement.   
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The ordinance of baptism may be carried out by any who have been 
baptized of those who received like baptism.   Baptism is the organic 
connection to the churches of Jesus Christ.  There can’t be a church 
without it. 
 

There are some of the saints, not all, who will carry on the work of Christ 
preaching, baptizing, and teaching.  Baptism is the connection or the trail which 
leads to back to a church, but they may have gone forth of their own and through 
them another church may be raised up.  The constitution of another church does 
not require the sanction of any other than Jesus Christ. This is His work, 
performed at His bidding.  The commission of Christ is for the saints of the 
churches to Go!  That church is to go.  The churches are to go.  That means that 
men and women of their membership will do the work of Christ.  Men and 
women may leave this church and go somewhere else and continue on in the 
work of Christ.  Christ’s sanction is all we need.  Yes, it is very likely that if you and 
I do extend ourselves into the work of Christ according to the biblical pattern, few 
of the churches that we acknowledge as being of the churches of Jesus Christ, and 
I say few, will agree with the manner or our evangelistic endeavor.  Yet they 
overly constrain themselves, and others too, by imposing extra-biblical traditions.  
We should not treat suppositions as if they carry the force of law. 
 
John’s baptism was from God. (Mt.21.25) Jesus Christ continued that same 
baptism. (Lk.7.29)  And we baptize because the Lord Jesus gave it to the disciples 
which were of His church.  (Mt.28.18-20)  That is what a church is: a body of 
baptized disciples which carry out the commandment of their Lord Jesus Christ.  
The church is not some nebulous unit apart from the disciples. 
 
Baptism is a commandment applied by the faithful servants of Christ.  What I 
mean by servants is, any members of the Lord’s churches who will obey the Lord’s 
command.  What is not meant is that this ordinance of baptism, or any other 
ordinance is limited to those who are of the offices of the church: pastors and 
deacons.   
 

For example, if church ordinances were delivered into the care of the 
pastoral office why isn’t this mentioned in the pastoral epistles?  Why?  
Because it was delivered to the saints of the churches is the answer. 
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John the Baptist commanded baptism.  
 

Lk.3.3  And he came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the 
baptism of repentance for the remission of sins … 
 
Mt.3.1 ¶  In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness 
of Judaea, 
2  And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

 
Christ and the disciples did the same as John. 
 

Mt.21.25  The baptism of John, whence was it? from heaven, or of men? 
And they reasoned with themselves, saying, If we shall say, From heaven; he 
will say unto us, Why did ye not then believe him? 
26  But if we shall say, Of men; we fear the people; for all hold John as a 
prophet. 
27  And they answered Jesus, and said, We cannot tell. And he said unto 
them, Neither tell I you by what authority I do these things. 
 
Mt 4:17  From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand. 
… 
Joh 4:1  When therefore the Lord knew how the Pharisees had heard that 
Jesus made and baptized more disciples than John … 

 
And every one of the servants of Christ’s churches are to command it.  Are you a 
servant of Christ? 
 

The saints of the churches: 
Lu 24:47  And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in 
his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 
 
Mt 28:19  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost … 
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Ac 2:38  Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of 
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive 
the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
 

By saying this as simply as it can be stated every properly baptized person may 
baptize others upon their profession of faith in Christ and begin a church 
wherever they might be able to regularly assemble for that purpose.  That is the 
potential of the baptism of the man of Ethiopia. (Acts 8.26-40) 
 
Whenever properly baptized believers desire to assemble for the purposes of N.T. 
church work they have the right of the Lord Jesus to do so.  They don’t have to 
have a pastor of another church present, or any other church involvement. 
  

Mt 28:18  And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given 
unto me in heaven and in earth. 
19  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost … 
 

Our Lord Jesus spoke these words to the 11 apostles.  They were of the church 
which went with Christ through all of the cities of Israel during His earthly 
ministry.  This church shall become settled, as all churches do from this point 
forward, in a particular locale, for example, in the city of Jerusalem.  However, the 
disciples of this church can go out and do the work of Christ in all places where 
they go, and, if the Lord will, other churches will be founded in many places. 
 

Technically, you don’t send a church out to the mission field; but some 
members of that church, usually always a husband/wife team, go out. 
And they are no longer members of that former church.  They assume to 
themselves to be a church and start churches where they go.  It isn’t that 
complicated. 

 
During the first missionary journey of Paul and Barnabas, those that came to 
Christ were not make members of the church at Antioch.  No.  As soon as there 
were two or three new converts they were immediately constituted into a church, 
and then the missionaries or properly, the evangelists went with the work which 
God has called form them to do.  And that church can go on, as young, 
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inexperience, ignorant in so many things of God’s Word.  But they can grow and 
are led of the Spirit of God being His church.   

 
And what did Paul and Barnabas do when they came back to Antioch?  They 
reported of all that the Lord did among the nations. Churches were started in 
almost every city.  (Acts 15.36)  That doesn’t fit what we see so often in the 
missionary programs of many does it?  No rather, we see a need for an indefinite 
influx of money and resources.  That is not proper church work.   
 
And after this the very next missionary journey was even less connected to the 
church at Antioch than it was before.  Paul and Silas never reported back to 
Antioch at all, but went on to Jerusalem.  Why?  The answer to that question is, 
because every single group of baptized believers that were joined together 
around the commandments of Christ were established as churches, not missions 
or chapels.  And the Paul and Silas did not need authority from the Antioch church 
to get to the work of Christ.  It wasn’t the church of Antioch which set them apart 
for that work to begin with.  (Acts 15.40)  And for those churches among the 
nations, it didn’t matter if there were only two or if there were two hundred; it 
didn’t matter if these preachers and helpers were there only for a few days, or 
weeks, or months, each church had but one Head (Authority, Chief, Ruler, Leader) 
over them, and that was Jesus Christ.  (Col.1.18)  There wasn’t a church or 
association of churches over them dictating what they can or cannot do as we see 
by some today.  There was a presbytery over them.  There was not a board of 
ruling elders or deacons.  Each church lived and died under the eye of Christ. Their 
life and vitality were derived from Him alone.  
 
Who Are Proper Candidates for Baptism? 
Baptism is called believer’s baptism.  Biblically it is called repenter’s baptism.  
(Mk.1.4; Lk.3.3; Acts 13.24) It is called believer’s baptism because the only ones 
who should ever receive this baptism are those who freely profess faith in Jesus 
Christ for themselves.  That means that everyone who receives baptism must be 
intelligible enough to tell of their faith in Jesus Christ.  Therefore baptism is a 
commandment applied to all who have come to repentance and faith in Christ. 
 

Mk.1.5  And there went out unto him all the land of Judaea, and they of 
Jerusalem, and were all baptized of him in the river of Jordan, confessing 
their sins. 
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Ac 2:38  Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of 
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive 
the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
 
Acts 8.36  And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: 
and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be 
baptized? 
37  And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And 
he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. 

 
That is the only proper candidate for receiving baptism.  Baptism for any other 
reason is no baptism at all. 
  
Baptism Is a Type  
Baptism represents a great truth in the lives of the people of God.  I cannot say 
that there is something mystical or mysterious about it at all.  The mysteriousness 
is in the new birth.  Baptism is the outward expression of that experience.   
 
Baptism is a type of a burial, a planting of the body in the ground.  We has been 
referred to as a watery grave because baptism is the believer’s public 
acknowledgment of dying with Christ when He died on the cross, and of being 
raised with Christ when He raised from the dead.  And when we are raised from 
the water, notice that the entire act of baptism is a passive experience for the 
candidate,  we show in a type that we are about to embark on our new walk with 
Christ.  Our life should never be as it was before we knew Christ.   

 
Ro 6:4  Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that 
like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, 
even so we also should walk in newness of life. 

 
Col 2:12  Buried with him in baptism, wherein [in which baptism] also 
ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who 
hath raised him from the dead. 

 
Baptism Is an Immersion in Water. 
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The very act of baptism is demonstrated so clearly in Scripture so that every child 
of God should know it when they see it. 
 

Joh 3:23  And John also was baptizing in Aenon near to Salim, because 
there was much water there: and they came, and were baptized. 
 
Mt 3:16  And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the 
water … 
 

In order for our Lord to come up out of the water he first had to go down into it to 
where John was.   

 
Acts 8.36  And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: 
… 
38  And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both 
into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him. 
39  And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord 
caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his 
way rejoicing. 
 

Brethren, why would we think to do any differently than what the plain text of 
Scriptures teaches?  Today some Baptist preachers stand outside of the water and 
immerse the candidate.  Reason would ask, why not just let the candidate enter 
into the pool and dunk himself?  If we would do the one thing which is a clear 
deviation from that pattern revealed in the Word of God, then why can we not do 
the other?  There is as much Scripture for the one as there is for the other: NONE! 
No one of us has the prerogative to do less than that which we have been 
commanded and shown?  But to say what I have just said offends some.  But is 
that the truth?  We must stay with the truth, dear brethren. 

 
Someone responds by saying that we take a number of other liberties.  Should we 
baptize face up or face down.  Should we baptize in a river, or pool or lake?  Or if 
we baptize them in a river, then should we face them upstream or downstream?  
All such questions and doubts are answered and calmed if we stayed with 
Scripture.  John baptized in a river.  But by prophesy he must be in the desert or 
wilderness.  Had the prophesy for him been otherwise John could have baptized 
in other places being in or out of the many villages and cities in Israel.  We don’t 
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know what the eunuch was baptized in except that it was a certain water. We 
don’t know what waters the apostles baptized converts in but by virtue of the 
country it had to be in the Sea of Galilee, and pools, and any rivers.  We don’t 
know what Ananias baptized Paul in.  There are a lot of things that we don’t know 
in that regard.  But we know enough to be able to comply with the 
commandment given to us.  That baptism of the believer in Jesus Christ must 
picture a burial and resurrection. 
 
There Is No Other Kind of Biblical Baptism 
Every other baptism that is being taught and applied in Christendom is heretical.  
They are: 

 
1. Infant baptism: infants cannot express for themselves faith in Christ. 
Baptism is an ordinance which requires a willing subjection or an act of 
obedience on the part of the applicant which would receive it. Infants 
cannot demonstrate such a willing disposition.  To this is the fact that there 
is not a single example of an infant receiving baptism.  And if infant baptism 
were true it should have been evidenced through especially the Gospels of 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.  That glaring omission should cause all to 
give thorough consideration about the practice of infant baptism. 
 
While it is true that there is not a single instance of a child receiving 
baptism, by the Word of God it can be concluded that everyone which can 
express with their lips faith in Christ (Ro.10.9) and show a willingness to 
subject themselves to the command of God to be baptized (Lk.7.29) is a 
proper candidate for receiving it.  
 

Acts 8.36  And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain 
water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me 
to be baptized? 
37  And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. 
And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of 
God. 

 
2. Sprinkling: was a means in the Old Testament for applying blood.  
(Ex.24.6, 8) Baptism is neither a means for the type of the application of 
blood, nor is baptism ever shown by the act of sprinkling. 
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3.  Christening: was a means in the Old Testament for applying either blood 
or oil.  It sanctified something or someone for a special function. (Ex 28:41; 
29:2, 36) Baptism is neither a means for a type of blood or oil, nor is 
baptism ever shown by the act of christening. 
 
4.  Pouring:  was a means in the Old Testament for dedicating someone or 
something for a special function or office.  (Ge.35.14; Ex.29.7; Le.2.1)  
Pouring was a type of the presence and working of the Holy Spirit of God.  
(Acts 2.1, 15; 10.45) Baptism is neither the means for a type of the 
application of the Holy Spirit, nor is baptism ever shown by the act of 
pouring. 
 

Baptism is a church ordinance that the saints of God execute in obedience to the 
commandment of Jesus Christ.  This is NOT a pastoral ordinance. It is the saints of 
God who fulfil this commission of Christ.  Without baptism it is impossible to 
constitute a true New Testament church.  And for any church to fail to administer 
biblical, believer’s baptism is to guarantee the end to that church’s life.  Baptism is 
as fundamental to the establishment and continuation of the true churches of 
Jesus Christ, just as the preaching of the unmixed, sovereign grace gospel of Christ 
is essential to the continuation of real converts to Christ.  On these two points 
hangs the bulk of the existence of a true New Testament church:  preaching the 
true gospel Jesus Christ and continuing in the proper administration of baptism.  
 
I want to close this topic by pointing to the purest purpose of baptism.  It was a 
show of a people that were making themselves ready for the anticipated coming 
of the Christ of God.  It was so then, and it is so now.  Thousands went out to John 
and to our Lord Jesus as they preached the baptism of repentance: 
 

Mk.1.2  As it is written in the prophets, Behold, I send my messenger before 
thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee. 
3  The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight. 
4  John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance 
for the remission of sins. 
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Mt 4:17  From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.  
 

All of those who believed that the Christ of God was coming heeded the warning 
in the gospel.  They obeyed the call of the Savior that was in the gospel.  And in 
that gospel they responded to the command of God upon them to be baptized.  
They prepared themselves for the coming of the Lord.  Are we ready for the 
coming of Jesus Christ?  Have you repented of sin and received baptism in 
preparation for the coming day of the Lord?  Will you come into the fellowship of 
Christ’s church until that day?   


