
Luke 2:14: Three Results of Christ's First Advent                   Hymns 151, Projected Hymn, 168

This entire 2nd chapter of Luke is one of those well-known NT passages, that is often read around this time of
year—it is a chapter of pure gospel—[1] A decree, v1—"And it came to pass in those days that  a decree went
out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered"—this necessitated Joseph and Mary travel to
Bethlehem (in fulfillment of Malachi 5:2)...

[2] A birth, v7—"And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him
in a manger,  because there  was not  room for  them in the inn"—this of course was in  keeping with His
humiliation—the Creator of all things, born in a manger (or animal trough)...

[3] A visit—that is, an angelic visitation, v9—"And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the
glory of the lord shone around them"—from Bethlehem, we go outside the town to a group of shepherds
—"keeping watch over their flock by night"...

The angel calms their fears, and explains to them the significance of that night—the Messiah (the Christ) was
born in nearby Bethlehem...  

[4] A response—after the first angel interprets the events of that day (vv10-11), a multitude of angels respond
praising God and saying,  v13—"And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host
praising God and saying: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men"

Thus, v14, is the angelic response to the revelation of the first angel—put another way, having heard what the
first angel said in vv10-11, this heavenly host breaks forth in adoration and praise—v14 is a song of praise and
worship... 

This song has three parts—thus, my theme this morning is, Three Results of Christ's First Advent—the word
"advent" means "arrival"—the Scriptures speak of two advents or arrivals of Christ—His first advent (wherein
He comes in humility to secure salvation) and His second advent (wherein He comes in glory to judge the
world)...

I.   Glory In Heaven  
II.  Peace On Earth 
III. Goodwill Toward Men 
 
I.   Glory In Heaven  

1. Most of you know that the word "glory" refers "to the praise and honor" given to God in loving adoration
and worship...

2. The Greek word rendered "glory" literally means "to speak well of"—thus, to glorify God is to speak well
of Him...

3. To "glorify God" is to give Him honor and praise—it's to honor and praise Him in light of who He is and
what He does...

4. The phrase "in the highest" describes the special presence of God—He is God "in the highest"—He's
above all else... 

5. While God is everywhere present, He uniquely dwells in the highest heaven—He sits as sovereign over all
else...

6. Job  22:12—"[Eliphaz  answered  and  said]  Is  not  God  in  the  height  of  heaven"—that  is,  the  highest
heaven....

7. Thus, the issue isn't so much location but prominence—God is above us—He's not only in heaven, but the
highest heaven...

8. Only God is truly worthy of glory—only God deserves to be glorified—and He deserves glory while in the
highest...



9. Thus, when the angels sing—"Glory to God in the highest"—they mean, only God deserves to receive
glory and honor...

10. [1] Who glorifies God—well, let me suggest God is glorified by two groups—angels in heaven and saints
on earth...

11. [a] The angels in heaven glorify God—that is, those perfect spiritual beings, who dwell in heaven around
His throne...

12. The NT tells us, they are constant spectators of redemption—watching every move God made in fulfilling
redemption...

13. And so, here they are, giving God glory as they have witnessed the long-awaited birth of the Messiah
(Christ)...

14. [b] The saints on the earth will glorify Him—that is, having made peace with them, they now will glorify
Him... 

15. Thus, no sooner do the angels leave, the shepherds make haste to Bethlehem, to behold this most glorious
sight...

16. And  everyone  in  Bethlehem,  those  who  heard  the  shepherds,  Mary,  and  the  Shepherds  themselves,
glorified God...

17. Furthermore,  after  the days  of her purification were completed,  they went to Jerusalem,  where others
glorified God—Simeon (vv25-35), Anna (vv36-38)...

18. And so it has been, from that time forward—poor sinners have found peace with God and have glorified
Him for His grace...

19. [2] Why they glorify God—though their are many reasons behind this praise, the simple answer is the
gospel...

20. Verses 10-11—"Then the angel said to them, Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of
great joy which will be to all people. For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is
Christ the Lord..." 

21. In these verses, an angel interprets the events of that day—he describes the nature and results of the gospel
message... 

22. [a]  The nature of the gospel—"For there is born to you this day in the city of David, a Savior, who is
Christ the Lord..."

23. I fear at times many Christians use these terms with little understanding of what they mean—we simply
repeat them...

24. Savior—this  word  simply  means  deliverer—someone  who  delivers  or  rescues  another  from harm or
danger...

25. Christ—this is  the Greek equivalent  to the Hebrew Messiah which means—the Anointed One—He is
God's anointed prophet, priest, and king...

26. Lord—this is a divine title that means Sovereign or Master—He is the Lord, He is God, the Ruler of all
things...  

27. [b] The results of the gospel—"I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people"—great
joy is the gospel's result...

28. This is the end result of the gospel—it's a message that brings great joy for all people and not merely
Jews...

29. This is a world-wide message—and when it's believed it brings great joy—eternal joy that can never be
taken away...

30. Martin Luther—"Behold here what the Gospel is, namely,  a joyful sermon corning Christ, our Savior.
Whoever preaches him rightly, preaches the Gospel of pure joy. How is it possible for man to hear of
greater joy than that Christ has been given to him as his own..."

II.  Peace On Earth 

1. The angels go from the heavens to earth—God is glorified in heaven, because He makes peace with men
on earth...

2. But in what way does the gospel make peace on earth—this earth is characterized by everything except
peace...
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3. Well surely brethren, the peace referred to is not a political peace—it's not a mere external or pretend
peace...

4. It's  a  true  and spiritual  peace—it's  a  deeply religious peace—a peace  that  results  from believing  the
gospel...

5. [1] Peace with God—the word rendered "peace" refers to the removal of enmity or hostility between two
parties...

6. By nature hostility exists between God and man, and that for two reasons—God's JUSTICE and man's
GUILT...

7. In order for there to be true peace, both of these must be addressed—God's justice satisfied and man's debt
paid...

8. Rom.5:1—"Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have  peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ..."

9. [2] Peace with self—the word rendered "peace" not only refers to the removal of hostility but also the
presence of calm...

10. There is a sense in which we are all  by nature at war with ourselves—our hearts are full  of fear and
anxiety... 

11. By nature our hearts are troubled and in turmoil—they are like oceans, being tossed by a strong wind-
storm...

12. Isa.57:19-21—"I create the fruit of the lips: Peace, peace to him who is far off and to him who is near, Says
the LORD, And I will heal him. But the wicked  are  like the troubled sea, When it cannot rest, Whose
waters cast up mire and dirt. There is no peace, Says my God, for the wicked..."

13. [3] Peace with others—the gospel not only removes hostility between God and man, but also man and
man... 

14. By nature man is at war with every other person different from them—different nations, colors, social
standings—these all divide us...

15. But then even with similar  categories,  we rarely get  along—man has always  been at  war with others
around him...

16. For example, just think of this country—I don't think this country has been more divided, in my lifetime,
than today...

17. Blacks and whites, old and young, rich and poor, educated and uneducated—we are all at each others'
throats...

18. And what possibly can bring people together—well, let me tell you, more than these external categories is
needed... 

19. Let me put it this way—nothing can TRULY bring peace between these people, except Christ and His
gospel...

20. The gospel  brings peace between men,  because it  changes our hearts,  humbles  us,  and gives  us  true
Christian love...

21. It opens our eyes to the truth that every person is created in God's image, and that no person is better than
another...

22. And it's at the cross where this is seen, for there we behold Him die for sinners from every tongue and
tribe...

23. Lk.2:9—"Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people"—
ALL meaning all kinds...

24. My friends, I sometimes wonder if this dimension of peace is given its rightful place in our theology of the
cross...

25. Why did Christ die—or, even before that—Why was Christ born—Why did God's eternal Son become
flesh...

26. To suffer the "painful and shameful death of the cross"—by WHY—to make a mixed bride, comprised of
every nation...

27. My dear friends, think of it like this—Christ not only died to reconcile us to God but also, and equally, to
reconcile us to others...

28. Eph.2:14-18—"For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle
wall of separation, having abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law of commandments contained
in ordinances, so as to create in Himself one new man from the two, thus making peace, and that He might
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reconcile them both to God in one body through the cross, thereby putting to death the enmity. And He
came and preached peace to you who were afar off and to those who were near. For through Him we both
have access by one Spirit to the Father..."

III. Goodwill Toward Men 

1. Unfortunately, there has been no small amount of controversy surrounding this phrase—simply put, the
word rendered "goodwill" by the KJV and NKJV literally means "good pleasure" or "kind intention"...

2. These older translations understand the phrase to refer to God's good pleasure or kind intention toward
men...

3. The same word is used in Eph.1:5 and 9, where Paul speaks of "the good pleasure of His will"—that is,
God's good intentions toward man as found in His eternal decree...

4. Thus, the word simply means "God's goodwill or kind intentions toward men"—God's benevolence or
goodness...

5. Perhaps the simplest way to explain it would be—the gospel is God's will for the good fallen and lost
sinners (goodwill, or will for good)...

6. This benevolence or goodwill is "toward men"—that is, men are the objects or the beneficiaries of His
goodness...

7. It's for this reason, several translations render this last phrase—"among men who are the objects of God's
good pleasure (His goodwill)..."

8. I personally prefer the word "goodwill"—Christ is God's "goodwill toward men"—His benevolent love
Gift... 

9. Albert Barnes—"The gift of the Saviour is an expression of good-will or love to people, and therefore God
is to be praised..."

10. For  example,  our  family  regularly  shops  at  the  Goodwill—a  place  where  people  donate  their  used
possessions...

11. The philosophy behind Goodwill was simple—it was a means whereby people could express goodwill
toward the poor...

12. If I donated used clothing and other items, it was the tangible expression of my goodwill or good intention
toward others...

13. I gave my items for the express purpose of doing others good—they were the result of my good and kind
pleasure...

14. Nothing in the people who would purchase these items demanded that  I  donate—only my own good
pleasure...

15. Well, this is exactly what the gospel is—God gives His Son, so that poor sinners may benefit from His
kindness...

16. The giving of His Son is the chief expression of His goodwill or kindness toward men—that is, fallen
men...

17. Geneva Bible (1575)—"It refers to God's readiness, goodness, and graciousness, to bless and bestow His
favor upon men..." 

18. Thus, this final phrase underscores—"the willingness and intention of God" to bestow good upon fallen
men...

19. Dear brethren, there are fewer phrases in the NT that more clearly describes God's large heart for fallen
men...

20. The gospel is not only a means to bring Him glory, bring peace to earth, but also to reveal the largeness of
His heart...

21. Thus, the gospel, the gift of His Son, is the greatest display of goodwill that God can ever bestow upon
man...

22. What are we all, dear brethren, but poor sinners—and God has graciously given His Son, out of goodwill
for men...

23. Lesson 1—The gospel is a message that glorifies God—the gospel is a message from God, about God, and
for God...

24. I can remember, when I was first converted, that I went around the City Mission asking the staff this
simple question...
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25. Why did God save you—and to be fair—there are several ways a person could rightfully answer that
question...

26. But I suggest to you, after all is said and done, the ultimate reason God saves any sinner, is for His own
glory...

27. [a]  It  glorifies  God  supremely—that  is,  it's  in  the  gospel  that  God  reveals  all  of  His  attributes  or
perfections... 

28. I failed to mention, that some of the older interpreters understood by the phrase "glory to God in the
highest"—Glory to God in the highest degree...

29. J.C Ryle—"Now is come the highest degree of glory to God, by the appearing of His Son Jesus Christ in
the world. He by His life and death on the cross will glorify God's attributes—justice, holiness, mercy, and
wisdom—as they never were glorified before. Creation glorified God, but not so much as redemption..."

30. [b] It glorifies God in Christ—all true worship is in and for the sake of Christ—God can be truly glorified
in Christ...

31. Any person who professes to worship God, without worshipping through Christ, fails to truly worship
God...

32. God must be worshiped for Christ, but He must also worship Him through Christ—that is, for the sake of
Christ...

33. Martin Luther—"Truly holy and God-pleasing offerings, genuine service of God, will bear Christ's name
or is in Christ; otherwise it is not divine service. God has channelled his worship in this child, and where
he is not worshiped in this way, true worship is not present..."

34. Lesson 2—The gospel is a message about Christ—I trust this is a rather obviously point—the gospel is
about Christ...

35. Now, I fear that not all Christians are totally clear on this—the gospel is about God's goodwill toward
men...

36. The gospel is a message about Christ and what He has done for us—it's about the person and work of
Christ...

37. Lesson 3—The gospel is a message for man—does the gospel glorify God—yes—is it a message about
Christ—yes—but this in no way denies that men are involved...

38. Lk.2:14—"Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men"—the gospel benefits
men...

39. Perhaps I can put it this way—the gospel message is from God, about Christ, and yet, is given to all men,
without exception... 

40. You  I  don't  know,  but  I  suspect  there  are  some  people  who are  ashamed  to  shop at  stores  such  as
Goodwill...

41. It's possible that such people don't want to be seen in such a place—mingling with the poor and destitute
of society...

42. But, this is exactly what you must do to receive the goodwill of God—you must take your place as a poor
and destitute sinner... 

43. There is a real sense in which we are all poor and destitute by nature, and what is needed is that you own
it...

44. Lk.2:11—"For there is born to you this day"—yes, Christ is for all people, but you must see Him FOR
YOU...

45. This is really the whole point—God have His Son for your good—He gave Him as your Savior to deliver
you from sin...

46. You see the gospel is good news regardless—but it only see it as good news, when you understand these
two little words—"TO YOU"...
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