
“Long Live the King” 
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I’m supplying these notes for the benefit of busy pastors who may be engaged in bi-vocational work, feeling the pressure of preparing to preach  

twice on the Lord’s Day while trying to balance full-time secular work as well as caring for their families. While the notes of another man are no  
substitute for personal study, I pray that these may aid in the process of preparing to preach.  

 

Disclaimer: These are the actual notes I bring with me to the pulpit, which I follow loosely. They are not designed for publication. While I try to  
make every effort to give proper credit to my sources from the pulpit, adequate citations will sometimes be absent from my notes. If anyone feels  

their intellectual material has been used without adequate citation, please contact me and I’ll make immediate correction giving credit. 
 

 

1. On Sunday evenings we’ve progressing through the Book of 1 Samuel. As we focused 

on Chapter 10 last month I directed your attention to some of the comparison/contrasts 

between Saul and our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 Both were God’s anointed king – Verse 1.  

Both were filled with the Holy Spirit in abundance – Verse 10.  

Both were despised and rejected – Verse 27.  

 Saul hid from his duty. Our Lord faced His mission boldly – Verse 22 

On this Christmas morning I want us to consider yet another comparison – the contrast 

between Saul’s kingdom and the Kingdom of our Lord.  

2. In Verse 24 we can feel the excitement spreading across Israel. They were celebrating the 

coronation of their first king, King Saul.  

He was an impressive sight, worthy of their admiration. Verse 23 tells us he was taller 

than any of the people from the shoulders upward.  

In Chapter 9 we read of him: 

1 Samuel 9:2 NAU - "a choice and handsome man, and there was not a more 
handsome person than he among the sons of Israel; from his shoulders and up 
he was taller than any of the people."  

3. They had hopes for a long and prosperous reign for their king – They shouted,  

“Long live the king!”  

 Their hope was vain, however, and displayed an ignorance of God’s Word and God’s 

purpose. Saul was of the Tribe of Benjamin. God had declared that it would be through 

the Tribe of Judah that He would raise up His true King whose dominion would be from 

everlasting to everlasting.  

Genesis 49:10 NAU  -  "The scepter shall not depart from Judah, Nor the ruler's 
staff from between his feet, Until Shiloh comes, And to him shall be the 
obedience of the peoples."  

4. Saul’s kingdom was ordained to come to an end from its very inception. The same was 

true of every other king in Israel except one. God promised David that his kingdom 

would endure forever. 

2 Samuel 7:12-16 NAU - "When your days are complete and you lie down with 
your fathers, I will raise up your descendant after you, who will come forth from 
you, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 "He shall build a house for My name, and 
I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.  14 "I will be a father to him and 
he will be a son to Me; when he commits iniquity, I will correct him with the rod of 
men and the strokes of the sons of men, 15 but My lovingkindness shall not 
depart from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I removed from before you.  
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16 "Your house and your kingdom shall endure before Me forever; your throne 
shall be established forever."  
Psalm 89:35-37 NAU - "Once I have sworn by My holiness; I will not lie to David.  
36 "His descendants shall endure forever And his throne as the sun before Me.  37 
"It shall be established forever like the moon, And the witness in the sky is 
faithful."  

5. But didn’t David die like Saul? And didn’t Solomon die like his father David? Did not all 

of these kings die and didn’t each of their kingdoms come to an end?  

It is certainly true all earthly kingdoms are temporary. The greatest kingdoms will come 

to an end. Even the most powerful kings are but dust.  

During the 16th and 17th centuries under King Charles and then under his son  

King Philip II Spain occupied much of the world including the Americas.  

By the 19th century the center of power had changed and world maps showed the British 

imperial power spanning the globe. During the 20th Century power shifted to the United 

States.  World power changes hands often and quickly. 

6. While it is true all earthly kingdoms will come to an end there is one Kingdom that will 

endure forever. David’s kingdom was a foreshadow. His kingdom pointed forward to the 

greater fulfillment of an everlasting kingdom. When the angel appeared to Mary he made 

a glorious declaration to her. 

 Luke 1:31-33 NAU - "And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 
son, and you shall name Him Jesus.  32 "He will be great and will be called the 
Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father 
David;  33 and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will 
have no end."  

7. This is the great glory of Christmas. God has raised up His own Son as the King of kings. 

He was born in the linage of David from the tribe of Judah.  

Isaiah 9:6-7 NAU  -  "For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And 
the government will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.  7 There will be no end 
to the increase of His government or of peace, On the throne of David and over 
his kingdom, To establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness From 
then on and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will accomplish this."  

8. Christmas is about the coming of a King and the establishment of a Kingdom. 

 A. The magi from the east arrived to worship this King. 

Matthew 2:1-2 NAU - "Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea 
in the days of Herod the king, magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, 
saying,  2 "Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we saw 
His star in the east and have come to worship Him."  

B. When John the Baptist began preaching his message was about preparing for the 

arrival of the Kingdom: 

Matthew 3:1-2 NAU - "Now in those days John the Baptist came, 
preaching in the wilderness of Judea, saying, 2 "Repent, for the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand."  

 C. It was also the message of Jesus Himself: 

Matthew 4:17 NAU - "From that time Jesus began to preach and say, 
"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand."  
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9. On this Christmas morning I want to direct your minds and hearts towards our glorious 

King and His Kingdom. 

 May our hearts shout forth, “Long live the King!” 

 

I. First of all, how do we describe this Kingdom? 

A. When we talk about the Kingdom of God we are talking about dominion – His rule.  

1. The birth of Christ was the great fulfillment of the Old Testament 

expectation of the everlasting Kingdom –  

Daniel 2:44 NAU - "In the days of those kings the God of heaven 
will set up a kingdom which will never be destroyed, and that 
kingdom will not be left for another people; it will crush and put an 
end to all these kingdoms, but it will itself endure forever."  

2. The Jews misunderstood the fulfillment of this promise. They had the 

expectation of an earthly, physical reign in which Israel would be delivered 

from all her enemies.  

 Jesus taught that His Kingdom was distinctly different from this present 

world. 

John 18:36 NAU - "Jesus answered, "My kingdom is not of this 
world. If My kingdom were of this world, then My servants would be 
fighting so that I would not be handed over to the Jews; but as it is, 
My kingdom is not of this realm."  

3. With Christ came the great inauguration and the fulfillment of the Kingdom 

Matthew 3:2 - "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." 
Matthew 12:28 – “But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, 
then the kingdom of God has come upon you.” 
Luke 10:9 – “and heal those in it who are sick, and say to them, 
'The kingdom of God has come near to you.” 

B. The Kingdom of God is not of this world  

Luke 17:20-21 NAU - " Now having been questioned by the Pharisees as 
to when the kingdom of God was coming, He answered them and said, 
"The kingdom of God is not coming with signs to be observed; 21 nor will 
they say, 'Look, here it is!' or, 'There it is!' For behold, the kingdom of God 
is in your midst."  
1. The Kingdom of God is not an earthly kingdom. It is of an entirely different 

realm.   

2. The Bible consistently describes this great separation 

 It is the contrast between the earthly and the heavenly 

John 3:12 NAU – “If I told you earthly things and you do not 
believe, how will you believe if I tell you heavenly things?” 
Philippians 3:18-20 NAU – “For many walk, of whom I often told 
you, and now tell you even weeping, that they are enemies of the 
cross of Christ,  19 whose end is destruction, whose god is their 
appetite, and whose glory is in their shame, who set their minds on 
earthly things.  20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also 
we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ;” 
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C. While our Lord’s Kingdom is not of this world it is surely manifest here 

1. It is a mighty Kingdom that shines forth powerfully now in this present age 

2. It’s a transforming Kingdom that marches forth as an unstoppable force. 

3.  It is a Kingdom that shines forth in holiness. We are the citizens of this 

Kingdom.  

4. Remember the meaning of Philippians 1:27 

Philippians 1:27 NAU - "Only conduct yourselves in a manner 
worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you 
or remain absent, I will hear of you that you are standing firm in one 
spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel;"  
The word translated “conduct” is politeu,omai which literally means “to 

live as a citizen.”   

5. Following Christ as King affects every dimension of our life 

 It affects husbands and wives 

 It affects parents and children 

 It affects the work place 

6. As citizens of our Lord’s Kingdom we gladly exalt Him as Our Lord. We 

joyfully sing, “Long live the King.”  

  

II. This Kingdom is ruled mightily by the great Lord of lords and King of kings 

 Upon the ascension of Christ He took His rightful seat upon His throne. 

 A. All of this world is being brought under His sovereign power and dominion 

Psalm 110:1 NAU - "The LORD says to my Lord: "Sit at My right hand 
Until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet."  
1. Sadly, all of the attention of Christmas is usually focused upon a helpless 

baby. It is true that Christmas is a celebration of the first Advent of Christ. 

But few recognize that this baby was eternal God in the flesh.  

2. Things are not always as they appear. The baby in the manger did not look 

like an all-powerful King. Our Lord’s Kingdom doesn’t appear to be all 

powerful today, but the enemies of Christ are being crushed. 

  3. Every knee shall bow before Him 

Philippians 2:9-11 NAS - "God highly exalted Him, and bestowed 
on Him the name which is above every name, 10 that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow, of those who are in heaven, and on 
earth, and under the earth, 11 and that every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father."  

4. The warning goes forth to all the kingdoms of the world to bow before the King 

Psalm 2:9-12 NAU - "You shall break them with a rod of iron, You 
shall shatter them like earthenware.'"  10 Now therefore, O kings, 
show discernment; Take warning, O judges of the earth.  11 
Worship the LORD with reverence And rejoice with trembling.  12 
Do homage to the Son, that He not become angry, and you perish 
in the way, For His wrath may soon be kindled. How blessed are all 
who take refuge in Him!"  
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 B. Our Lord’s Kingdom shall fill the earth and shall extend into eternity. 

  1. It is here now but it is also yet to come. It is the already, not yet. 

It will not come to its fullest completion until Christ returns. And yet it is 

ever growing now. This was the meaning of some of our Lord’s parables. 

Matthew 13:31-33 NAS - "He presented another parable to them, 
saying, "The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a 
man took and sowed in his field;  32 and this is smaller than all other 
seeds; but when it is full grown, it is larger than the garden plants, 
and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and nest in its 
branches."  33 He spoke another parable to them, "The kingdom of 
heaven is like leaven, which a woman took, and hid in three pecks 
of meal, until it was all leavened."  

  2. All things are coming under the dominion of Jesus Christ 

Revelation 11:15 NAU - "The kingdom of the world has become 
the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ; and He will reign forever 
and ever."  

3. This was the promise to David 

2 Samuel 7:16 NAS - "And your house and your kingdom shall 
endure before Me forever; your throne shall be established forever."  
Psalm 145:13 NAU - "Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 
And Your dominion endures throughout all generations."  

  4. Jesus is the fulfillment of this promise 

Luke 1:32-33 NAU - "He will be great and will be called the Son of 
the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His 
father David;  33 and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, 
and His kingdom will have no end."  

C. The eternal expression of the our Lord’s Kingdom is the continuous declaration of 

the New Testament 

Romans 11:36-12:1 NAU - "For from Him and through Him and to Him 
are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen. "  
Ephesians 3:20-21 NAU - " Now to Him who is able to do far more 
abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that 
works within us,  21 to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to 
all generations forever and ever. Amen."  
1 Timothy 1:17-18 NAU - "Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the 
only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.  "  
2 Timothy 4:18 NAU - "The Lord will rescue me from every evil deed, and 
will bring me safely to His heavenly kingdom; to Him be the glory forever 
and ever. Amen."  
1 Peter 4:11 NAU - "Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and 
dominion forever and ever. Amen."  

 

“Long live the King!” 
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Conclusion: 
1. How shall we respond to Jesus and His Kingdom? 

A. First and foremost, all must bow before His glorious throne. We must submit to 

His reign and be conformed to His Law. 

B. We must live as citizens of the Kingdom of our Lord.   

1. This should help us to look at life from a proper prospective. Our ultimate 

allegiance is not to the kingdoms of this world. 

Matthew 6:33 NAS - "But seek first His kingdom and His 
righteousness; and all these things shall be added to you."  

2. We often spend all of our energy building our own kingdom. It will come 

crashing down. We must maintain a heavenly prospective 

Colossians 3:1-2 NAU - "Therefore if you have been raised up 
with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated 
at the right hand of God.  2 Set your mind on the things above, not 
on the things that are on earth."  

2. Since Christ’s Kingdom is radically different from the kingdom of this world there will 

be many times the two worlds will collide.  

A. This is why the church is described as a suffering church. This is why history 

bears testimony to innumerable martyrs. 

B. The charge to us is: 

Colossians 3:1-2 NAU - "Therefore if you have been raised up with 
Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right 
hand of God.  2 Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that 
are on earth."  

3. And how does one enter into this Kingdom. 

A. By laying down your weapons of opposition. This Kingdom is not of this world. 

You cannot enter into while holding on to this world—by insisting on holding to 

your sin and worldliness. By holding on to this world you will be crushed along 

with all of the kingdoms of this world.  

 B. We must trust in the work of the King who provided the way of entrance. 

Entering this Kingdom sometimes demands a diligent pursuit, especially when 

one has become greatly entangled in this world and has waged a great conflict 

with the King.  

C. Jesus as our gracious King bids all to come and enter. And for those who come, 

they find Him gracious giving life freely to all who call upon Him.  

Revelation 22:17 NAU - "The Spirit and the bride say, "Come." And let 
the one who hears say, "Come." And let the one who is thirsty come; let 
the one who wishes take the water of life without cost."  

4. As we celebrate this day may we thank God for His unspeakable gift – John 3:16. 

  

 

 


