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God Condescends! 

Call to Worship: Isaiah 9:6-7            Hymn #151- O Come All Ye Faithful 

1
st
 Scripture: Philippians 2:1-16                   Hymn #150- All My Heart This Night rejoices 

2
nd

 Scripture: John 3:16            Hymn #149- Joy to the World! 

 

Introduction: 

 Sometimes, the things that are most precious and valuable in life, are the things we tend 

to take for granted because they're always easily accessible and right in front of us. We tend to 

take things for granted, don't we... that is, until we lose them. I can remember when I was a 

teenager and I had gotten hit in the eye with a baseball. One of my eyeballs was actually 

bleeding in the pupil, and you could see a tiny red waterfall streaming down in the inside of my 

eye. I had to sit still for about two weeks, with both eyes covered, so that I could grant my eye 

the proper time to rest and heal, without disturbing it. It was then that I began to appreciate 

something I had hardly given a single thought about before...sight! What a blessing it is to see! 

Generally, any child, who is churched in even some limited sense, can quote John 3:16. 

 Their is, in fact, probably no more memorized or quoted text than John 3:16. And yet, sadly, the 

treasured gold seems so often neglected in that text, because it has become as common as the air 

that we breathe. You know it's there, but you hardly think about the glory and wonder of it. This 

morning, I want to attempt to renew our gaze upon the beauty and wonder of that text, which 

certainly would have taken Nicodemus aback, when he first heard it, being a religious leader 

among the Jews, who understood something about the holiness of God, and the great distance 

that existed between God and His people even, let alone the greater world at large. For, only the 

high priest entered that Most Holy Place of the temple, and that, once a year; and that, not 

without a blood atonement in hand. The daily blood shed of innocent animals, the priestly 

purification rituals, the thick curtain dividing the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place, all 

shouted aloud, "There is a great gulf that exists between you and your God! Stay back, and fear 

Him, lest you be consumed!" 

 And so, let us put off our casual gear, and ponder again the implications that blare out of 

these words, "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, so that whoever 

believes in Him will not perish, but have everlasting life." 

 

I. Who is this God? 
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 "For God..." For a short time, we must stop right here. Before we consider the actions of 

this God, it behooves us to consider who He is. 

 At the very basic level, we can, of course say, that this God is the Creator of all things, 

including us. That said, we ought to take into further consideration what the Scriptures teach 

about the distance between God and us. In other words, it is one thing to acknowledge some 

level of significant distance, by the simple fact that God has created and designed and sustains all 

things, but it is another thing to actually attempt to measure, in some sense, the greatness of that 

distance between the Creator and the creature. And while we can never fully grasp such a 

measurement, any more than we can grasp eternity, there are two categories representative of 

mankind, that can, at least, help us gain an appreciation for the magnitude of this distance. 

 1) We recognize that man is; that we, are finite. That is to say, that, we are significantly 

limited, especially because we have a beginning point. We are limited in knowledge, in power, 

and by space, and we are dependent upon God for our very existence (the air that we breathe 

confirms this momentarily, even though we are not often conscious of this). But God is infinite. 

God has no beginning and no end. God knows all things perfectly, at all times, without 

forgetting anything ever [Every thought of every creature, simultaneously, at all times]. His 

knowledge is always equally vivid to Him [Adam's 100th thought and your thought right now 

and all thoughts always], and He is, in His fullness, everywhere, at all times. Indeed, He is 

outside of time and before time...time, being a creation of His for our sakes. He is all powerful, 

free and capable of doing anything that He pleases, whenever He so pleases to do anything. 

Furthermore, He is the all-existent, self-existent, "I Am," dependent upon no one and nothing but 

Himself, to exist eternally. To get a small appreciation of the distance between God and man, in 

these senses, stop and try to contemplate never having a beginning. It doesn't register in the 

brain, does it? We can only comprehend anything, by assuming a beginning. And so, while we 

confess God's eternality, our minds cannot possibly sustain the concept of eternality, because all 

that we naturally know and experience is set within the confines of a "beginning." 

Before we move on to a second category, representative of mankind, in relation to God, 

giving us an appreciation of the distance between God and man, consider a few Scriptural texts, 

which further highlight some of what we have been considering here. Listen carefully to these 

words. [Read Psalm 8 - "Ant analogy"; Isaiah 40:12-26; Job 38-42] 

 And so, with these examples, we find an exceedingly great; indeed, an infinite distance 

between man and God, based upon the finite, temporal, and creaturely condition of man. And so, 
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when John quotes Jesus as saying, "For God..." in our main text, we ought to keep these things in 

mind, right from the outset. But, before we move on, we ought to consider one more critical 

factor about the distance between man and God. You see, the distance between God and man, in 

greatness and in essence of being, ought to be enough to drop our jaws, but then, when we factor 

in man's fallen condition, we have a moral gap that only adds a further dimension to the glory of 

what is stated here in our text. There is a horrific, relational separation that exists between man 

and God because we also recognize that... 

 2) Man is sinful. That is to say, that, man is un-godly and contrary to the righteous being 

and character and holiness of God. This being the case, one might properly say, "What is man 

that You are mindful of Him, not simply because of how finite man is naturally, but even more 

so, because of how contrary man is to Your holiness as a living, moral creature, who has been 

created in Your image and for Your glory!" When we recall Isaiah's vision (from Isaiah 6) of the 

Lord in the temple, enthroned on high with the train of His robe filling the quaking temple (filled 

with smoke), and the glorious seraphim sitting across from each other, repeatedly shouting aloud, 

"Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of His glory,"; when you consider 

that God is so pure and righteous and holy that His holiness has to be announced and He is 

described as pure light in whom there is no darkness at all, and Isaiah beholds that glorious sight 

and responds, "Woe is me, for I am undone! Because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in 

the midst of a people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts," you 

get a sense, a taste, of the great distance that exists between us and God, not simply in a 

"greatness of being" sense, but also in a moral and relational sense. 

 To sum up the matter, brethren, we ought not to expect anything, in any favorable sense 

from God. How many of us, when we walked outside this morning, stopped, knelt down on the 

ground, and greeted and interacted with the ants? Of course none, I would suppose, but there 

ought to be a far, far greater probability of that, than that infinite, eternal God should concern 

Himself with finite, rebellious, ungodly man. For, at least the ants are innocent! 

And so, when our Lord begins this statement to Nicodemus, with the words, "For God...", 

immediately an overwhelming sense of distance ought to pervade the mind, especially as the 

sentence continues with anything that has to do with mankind, whatsoever. We might expect 

something like, "For God is so unconcerned with this dust particle of a world that...". Or, "For 

God is so wrathful against this wicked, rebellious creation that...". Or, something indicative of 

the infinite distance that exists between God and mankind, because of the finite and corrupt 
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nature of man in the face of so infinite and holy a God. But that's not what we find, is it, 

brethren? And oh, how what is said ought to knock us off of our feet in amazement! Our jaws 

ought to hit the floor when we consider here, the condescension of God to man, and the measure 

of that condescension. 

 

II. This God Condescends! 

"For God (this great and glorious, infinite and eternal, holy and just God) so loved the 

world...". Wait, what??? Did we hear that correctly? So loved the world? The heart of this 

glorious and eternal God "so loved this world." Could our Lord have been on a different planet 

when He spoke such words? Could He really have been here, on this earth, speaking about 

fallen man? 

 The attention of God; the very heart of God was so fixed on this world, that He did 

something out of His genuine love for it. He expressed the magnitude of His love, in some 

significant sense. Now, I've heard from someone (or I've read somewhere) by a Calvinist brother 

(who wanted to avoid surrendering this text to the arminians), that when Jesus says, "so loved 

here," it is not meant to be understood as "Soooo" loved, but rather, as "loved in this way." Fair 

enough, but when you read the rest of the text, the "loved in this way" can be seen as nothing 

other than "Soooo" loved. 

 Needless to say, brethren, that God is mindful of this finite, rebellious creation in any 

sense, when He is so high and exalted and lifted up; that God even has a thought toward this 

creation, when we ponder even a fraction of His greatness and holiness, is beyond comprehension. But, 

that God's attention is so fixed toward this world that He is said to love it 

so much; that He is said to earnestly desire to extend favor and grace and mercy toward it, unto 

the adopting of children out of it, the mind cannot simply fathom that, can it? And again, the 

magnitude and extent of that love is defined and revealed by what the text says next, isn't it? If 

the text read, "For God so loved the world that He sent everyone a box of chocolates," we would 

not think of that love as so great, although, we might still marvel over the fact that He pays us 

any mind. But, look here at what we are told. 

 God's condescension toward this world; God's love is so great for this world, that "He 

gave His only begotten Son...". Now wait, stop here for a moment! What exactly is meant by 

these words? Let's camp here for a few moments and unravel the meaning. God's love was 

expressed toward this world, to the extent that He gave something up for it. He gave something 
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up to redeem it and to rescue it. And what did He give? Well, even silver and gold would seem 

a significant price for the redemption of such a corrupt and defiled race of people. But no, that 

would never suffice for even a moment, to satisfy the righteous requirement of His Law, which 

we have grossly violated. There would be no justice served there; no right and proper 

propitiation or satisfaction for the gross weight of sin. 

 Rather, He gave His Son! Who is, and in what way did He give His Son. Who? His 

eternal Son; the Living Word, by whom and through whom the world and everything ever 

created was created. Who? The One, with whom, the Father and the Holy Spirit have had 

perfect, unending, fellowship from eternity! And how? By sending His Son to become a part of 

this creation. Eternal, infinite, Almighty God would condescend and become a part of this finite, 

material world of dust, so that He might bear the wrath of God on behalf of corrupt, wicked, 

defiled, rebellious, ungodly dust, giving His own life as a substitute on their behalf. God so 

loved the world that He sent His Son to bear the guilt and shame of the creature, so that the 

creature might be given the righteousness of God, in Him. He made Him who knew no sin, to 

become sin for us, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. He became sin, so 

that we could become sons and daughters of the living God; so that, rather than perish, we could 

be freely granted eternal life, by faith in Him. 

 Brethren, let me ask you this morning, have you begun to grow cold to this reality? Does 

John 3:16 still amaze you, leading your heart to pulsate for His glory? Do you see the natural 

distance between you and our eternal God, and do you marvel at the distance He has gone to 

redeem and save you...because He so loved the world; because He so loved you? Oh friends, 

marvel at the great condescension of God! Marvel at the level of stooping to which God has 

gone to relate to you! And then, let that pattern, be the pattern after which you mold your life, as 

you seek to relate to others (in the church, at home, at work...etc). [Read Philippians 2:1-16] 

And if you are not in Christ this morning, will you walk away from such a wonderful 

reality in some casual and unaffected manner? [Governor of Chicopee vs. the world analogy; 

offered peace]. The Gospel! 

 

 

Amen!!! 

 


