
Jesus Christ and Him Crucified 

Call to Worship:  Isaiah 9:6-7              Hymn #151-  O Come All Ye Faithful 
1st Scripture:  Matthew 1:18-25          Hymn #157-  It Came Upon a Midnight Clear 
2nd Scripture:  1 Corinthians 2:1-5             Hymn #149-  Joy to the World 

Introduction 

 In the midst of a culture where critical thinking and well versed rhetoric, smothered in 

Greek philosophy, dominated the lives and thinking of the people, the thoroughly educated and 

well lettered Apostle Paul stated to the Corinthians, who were allowing their philosophical pride 

to fracture the unity of the church, these words, “And I brethren, when I came to you, did not 

come with excellence of speech or of wisdom declaring to you the testimony of God.”  “I didn’t 

come with lofty vocabulary and a string of deep philosophical terms, to impress you with my 

deep wisdom and knowledge.  I didn’t come in the common guise of the world, trying to fit in 

and make my place amongst the ivory tower scholars of Greek philosophy.  No, I came with a 

different agenda; an agenda that exalts God and His glorious power, which is exercised and made 

known in humility, to and by those who depend, not upon their own knowledge and oratory 

skills, but upon the wisdom and power of God, who uses the foolish things of this world to 

confound the wise.”  [Read verses 3-5] 

 “I came with a single, simple, and yet, God empowered agenda.  And here it is.”  “For I 

determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified.”  Indeed, 

the central theme of Paul’s life and ministry centered not upon what the world considered to be 

fashionable and cool and the “In thing.”  No, he was mining in a completely different cave.  His 

world was wrapped around an historical person, Jesus Christ, and especially upon the horrible 

crucifixion and death of this Christ.  Foolishness to the Greeks.  What great wisdom and what 

achievements can be made by being consumed with the bloody execution of a man?  And a 

stumbling block to the Jews.  How can one completely cast away all confidence in his lifelong 

investment of hoarding up his own stockpile of law keeping and good deeds, only to cling to a 

crucified Savior?  But to those who believe, the power of God unto eternal salvation! 
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 This morning then, friends, my intention is to hitch a ride with the thinking and 

motivation of the Apostle Paul, and to, hopefully, leave you with, as a glorious reflection for your 

Christmas celebration, these two things, “Jesus Christ and Him crucified.”  Will that include the 

incarnation?  Most certainly.  But, it cannot end there.  If you come to Christmas and leave 

Christmas with nothing more than an adorable little baby in a manger surrounded by shepherds, 

and you don’t get to a broken, bloodied, crucified and dead Christ, surrounded by violent, 

mocking Romans and Jews, then you’ve completely missed the boat.  There’s no worthy 

celebration of a new born Jesus, that doesn’t anticipate a cursed, bludgeoned, crucified Jesus.  

And so, we will consider Jesus Christ and Him crucified.   

I.  Jesus Christ 

 1) His Incarnation.  Indeed, Jesus came into this world and became one of us.  John tells 

us at the beginning of His gospel that Jesus, the eternal Word, became flesh and dwelt among us.  

You see, but the glorious presumption of His incarnation is that it was just that, an incarnation.  

In other words, the profound glory of that little baby, wrapped in flesh and in everything that 

makes a human being a human being, is that He has existed before that incarnation, though 

without flesh, and as eternal God, the Second Person of the Godhead!  God is Three in  

One; One God, but three Persons, each of whom (the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit) contain 

all that is God, the fullness of God.  And so, when Jesus became a baby, the most glorious 

mystery surrounding His birth, was what could not be seen or recognized with the naked eye or 

the senses.  It was the reality that this child, as Paul clearly states in Colossians, was the fullness 

of the Godhead, veiled in flesh.   

 Friends, God became man!  Wrap your head around that for awhile.  Christmas is about 

God becoming man: in His immutable divine nature, all wise, all powerful and everywhere 

present, while at the same time, in His humanity, having the mind of an ignorant, crying baby, 

weak and dependent upon His mother and father, and encased by the limitations and lines of a 

physical body.  And He would learn and grow, and experience the utter dependence of man, who 

was created to depend upon His Creator.  God, who has no need or use for food or material 

things, became, as a man, dependent upon those very things.  As Paul said to Timothy, “Great is 
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the mystery” of the union of Christ’s deity and His humanity, leaving Him with two natures, but 

as one Person.   

 But, the glory of Christmas is not simply in the fact that God became man, but in the 

reason for which, He became man.  You see, it wasn’t God desiring to leave His glory above to 

experience life as part of a dependent, material creation.  God doesn’t fancy experiences that 

compel Him to leave His glory, where He is utterly fulfilled and suffers not the slightest of lack.  

No, He came; God became man, to redeem fallen man.  He came on a rescue mission, to save a 

people, who could not possibly save themselves...indeed, who would not care to save themselves 

(even if they could), and who would, remaining under the deceptive sway of Satan, continue on 

foolishly, right into the fires of hell, unless God should intervene.  Man was lost, fallen, utterly 

defiled and blinded by his sin nature.  He was running headlong into hell.  His sin had separated 

him from his God, and the wrath of this holy God was upon him.  And to meet this dire need; the 

need of fallen, deceived dust, Jesus became man.   

 And the extent to which this need would be met, is that God would not simply remove 

man’s sin or make him an occasional friend, no, God intended to make fallen dust, His very own 

beloved children, to dwell with Him and enjoy Him forever.  God would be glorified to this end; 

to the end of making damnable, defiled, God hating sinners, beloved trophies of His grace.  It is 

this particular mission that places the eternal Son of God in a feeding trough in Bethlehem on 

that first Christmas morning.  

 2) His life.  And of course, recognizing that He grew up and lived for over 33 years, a 

summary of the life of this blessed God-Man is wholly warranted.  To this end, we note that for 

the first thirty years of His life, He lived a normal, Jewish life, under the radar, the son of a 

carpenter... so inconspicuous, that when He was anointed unto His ministry for the last three and 

a half years of His life, people from His home town thought of Him as that ordinary “son of a 

carpenter.”  His miracles and His Messianic claims shocked them.  But, most noted about this 

time period was His impeccable obedience to God and to His parents.  Unlike the rest of 

mankind, Jesus was entirely undefiled and without sin.  Everything expected of Him in the Law 

of God, concerning its moral, civil and ceremonial properties, He fulfilled perfectly.  For, if He 

was going to save sinners, then He Himself had to be without sin Himself, and such was the case. 
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 And then, for the last three and a half years of His life, following His baptism and being 

anointed with the full measure of the Holy Spirit, He entered into and fulfilled His public 

ministry.  So righteous was He, in every respect, that God audibly spoke from heaven, declaring 

Him to be His Son, with whom He was well pleased.  And during the course of His public 

ministry, He faithfully preached the Kingdom of God everywhere He went, which He had 

inaugurated by His incarnation, calling people to repentance and faith in Him, as a means of 

entering into the spiritual aspect of that Kingdom, where sinners would find forgiveness, 

reconciliation with God and eternal life in glory.  And He performed numerous miracles (making 

the blind see, cleansing lepers, causing the deaf to hear and the lame to walk, calming storms, 

feeding multitudes with very insignificant resources, turning water to wine and raising the dead), 

not only as a means of doing good, but furthermore, as a means of authenticating His message, 

and providing a taste of the glory of heaven, where all suffering will be extinguished forever.   

 In all of this, His life was without sin; full of righteousness, truth, good works and a 

faithful proclamation of the will and glory of God, until He had reached the end of His ministry, 

where He would deal, once for all, with the sins of His people.   

 Having considered a summary of the incarnation and life of Jesus Christ, let us then move 

on to consider this Jesus, crucified. 

II.  Jesus Christ Crucified 

 During the last three and a half years of His life and ministry, Jesus had also called and 

prepared disciples to carry on His work, namely, the building of His church.  And twelve of 

them, less Judas Iscariot who betrayed Him and was to be replaced, became His holy Apostles.   

 When the time had come for Him to depart, Jesus set His face like a flint toward 

Jerusalem, knowing that His execution would take place there.  Having fulfilled all 

righteousness, He went intentionally, in accordance with the Father’s will, so that He might 

defeat Satan, and deliver His people from the power and guilt of their sins.  Upon accomplishing 

this, He would ascend to the Father, and send the Holy Spirit to indwell, sanctify and empower 

His people.  
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 When He had come to Jerusalem, after celebrating the Passover with His disciples (which 

itself, signified the substitutionary atonement that He was about to provide), He then went out to 

the Garden of Gethsemane (on the Mount of Olives), where He knew He would be vulnerable 

and betrayed by one of His own disciples, Judas Iscariot.  Indeed, He had told Judas, back in the 

upper room, where they celebrated the Passover, to go out and do quickly, what He knew Judas 

was already planning to do.  And so, Judas betrayed Him to the soldiers, sent by the religious 

leaders, and they arrested Him.  And then, after submitting Himself to the wicked, conniving and 

wiles of men, and enduring a mock trial, where the Governor Pilate (who presided over that trial) 

declared Him innocent but caved into the pressures of the Jews to sentence Him to death, He was 

mocked, whipped and beaten to the point that He was hardly recognizable, and then, finally, 

nailed to a wooden cross.  And upon that cross, He bore the wrath of men, devils, and worst of 

all, God Himself, as He bore the sins of His people in His own body, so that, He might atone for 

them, and provide a way; the only way, for sinners to be forgiven and reconciled to their God. 

 Jesus accomplished redemption on that cross.  And after absorbing the last stroke of 

hellish anguish, that exhausted the full cup of God’s wrath, which righteously burns against 

sinners, He cried out, “It is finished,” and committed His spirit to the Father.  He died.  And His 

lifeless body was thrust through with a spear, by one of the Roman guards, who wanted to ensure 

that He was indeed dead, and water and blood poured out of Him, indicating that He was most 

certainly dead.  And then, He was buried in the tomb of Joseph of Aramathea, a wealthy man, 

who provided his own tomb for Jesus’s burial.  But then, three days later, in accordance with OT 

prophecy, and His own repeated proclamations, He was raised from the dead, declaring victory 

and the free justification of His people; of all who truly put their faith in Him.   

 Following His resurrection, Jesus revealed Himself alive to His disciples and to over five 

hundred people at once (1 Cor. 15:6), teaching about the Kingdom of God, before ascending to 

the Father in heaven, after forty days (Acts 1:3).  Beginning with His Apostles, the foundation of 

His Church was then laid, and for over two thousand years, the people of God have been 

building on this foundation, calling His people out of the world, through the preaching of the 

Gospel, until He returns again, to consummate His Kingdom and to bring judgment upon all of 

those who do not know Him and who reject the Gospel.   
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 This concludes our brief summary of “Jesus Christ and Him crucified.”  And all in all, the 

life and death of Christ has fulfilled literally, well over a hundred prophecies that were written 

about Him, well before He took on flesh, which are given in the Old Testament Scriptures. 

III.  Concluding Thoughts 

 Having concluded our summary of “Jesus Christ and Him crucified,” let me leave you 

with a few relevant, concluding thoughts to carry home with you for the holiday. 

 1) Brethren, “Jesus Christ and Him crucified,” was the central theme of the Apostle 

Paul’s life and ministry.  Let us fight, continuously, to ensure that it is ours.  There are so, so 

many ways, in which, the enemy would seek to distract us, and to take us off of this course.  He 

would have us be consumed with anything else, even good and moral things, so long as Christ 

gets eclipsed by that “anything else.”  ...Because there is no power to grow, to convert or to do 

anything that is profitable for our souls or for glorifying God, that can be found, apart from Jesus 

Christ.  Grapes cannot be produced by branches that are separated from the vine, and no fruit of 

any kind can come, apart from an ongoing faith-connection to Christ. 

 Especially in the Reformed faith, where we value our doctrine (and rightly so), we have 

to be cautious that we don’t major on the minors of theology, and that we never outgrow our 

dependency upon the simple gospel of Jesus Christ.  At the end of Peter’s 2nd Epistle; the very 

last written exhortation of the Apostle Peter is this, “Grow in the grace and knowledge of our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  To Him be the glory both now and forever.  Amen” (vs. 18).  That 

is to be the ongoing mission of the child of God.  We never exhaust or complete that task.  We 

always, ever, seek to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

Now, that doesn’t mean that we do not search out and study other doctrines, but it does carry two 

weighty implications:  

 a) Growing in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ ought to take the preeminence 

over all other doctrinal pursuits.   

 b) Every other doctrinal pursuit, ought to be considered within the context of seeking to 

grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ, and not simply to satisfy our curiosity or to 

increase our knowledge for the sake of increasing our knowledge.  In other words, even our 
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doctrine ought to have a Christ-centered reference point.  By way of application then, our 

doctrine of God, our doctrine of Man, our doctrine of the church, and all other doctrine, ought to 

be pursued as a means of growing in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ.  When we lose 

this focus, we move in the direction of gaining knowledge for the sake of gaining knowledge, or 

of getting caught up in “hobby horse” doctrines that steal our attention away from what ought to 

be our primary mission on earth.  In my opinion, there are many reformed scholars who spend 

countless hours and years seeking to understand things that are beyond what we are presently 

able to comprehend, and they get lost there, only to lose the central focus of Jesus Christ and 

Him crucified.  [Note: Eph. 3:14-21, pondering the dimensions of Christ’s love is what brings 

about spiritual growth...the limitless pursuit of this task is what leads Paul to conclude with the 

ending doxological statement of what God can do, beyond what we could ask or even think...etc] 

 2) Brethren, if the power of God to raise souls from the dead is attached (in accordance 

with the divine will) to the gospel of Jesus Christ, then let us be certain that we get the gospel 

right, in our presentation of it to others.  Sadly, it is necessary to state this, in light of the fact that 

many (if not, most) get it wrong.   

 To this end, it is important to note that the gospel is not, “God loves you and has a 

wonderful plan for your life.”  Nor is it, “Jesus died for your sins, and now you must ask Him 

into your heart.”  In fact, the gospel, which means “good news,” never begins with the gospel.  It 

begins with the critical preface of presenting who God is (it begins where the Bible begins - Gen. 

1:1), and leads into the bad news (Gen. 1:26 -> Gen. 3), before even getting to the good news.  

[God as Creator/Holy and righteous; Man as responsible created being; sin and the fall; 

consequences of sin - separation from God and hell...].  And then, the good news is presented 

[What God has done for sinners in Christ] and the call to respond [faith & repentance]. 

 3) Finally, there are some of you here, who have not laid hold of this Jesus by faith.  You 

have not repented of your sins, and you have not come to take hold of Jesus Christ and His 

sacrifice, by faith.  And sadly, there is a natural propensity toward unbelief within you.  Because 

of the influence of a great majority of the world (which is under the sway of the devil), and 

because of your natural desire to remain independent of God and to keep your sin, you ignore or 

deny or simply mock the truth.  Your natural instinct is just to write this all off, and to say, “Here 
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goes this Jesus stuff again,” but you never stop to consider that it might all just be true [Creation 

-> sin -> salvation].  You don’t get that far because you don’t naturally want to get that far.  But 

what you don’t realize is that you are still wholly accountable for your rejection of the truth.  And 

you are still a sinner, who is presently under the just condemnation of God.  And if you do 

nothing about this; if you don’t stop, and for the sake of your own never dying soul, consider 

your end, and where this is all going, you will die and you will stand before God one day soon 

(and maybe sooner than later) and you will then have to give an account for the life that you have 

lived here now, in the present.  And if you are not with Christ now, then He will be against you 

then.  And you will suffer eternally for your sins.  You will suffer with eternal torment and regret.  

And every Christmas you have lived to enjoy, and every presentation of the gospel you have 

heard and rejected/spurned, will then serve to add misery to your torment as you realize that 

Christ was often but one sincere plea away...but you turned away from Him, because you were 

consumed with temporal lusts and material things that never satisfy, and which can no longer 

benefit you even for a moment.   

 Flee to the God Man!  Flee to the once dead, but now risen Christ and be saved, before it 

is too late!  You will never regret it.   

Amen!!! 

Benediction:  Jude 1:24-25 
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